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I NTRODUCTION  . 


When  I assumed  office  as  Keeper  of  the  Archives,  I felt  that  the 
contents  of  the  documents  entrusted  to  my  care  would,  to  a very  great 
extent,  remain  a dead  letter  to  the  vast  majority  of  my  fellow  country- 
men if  no  steps  were  taken  for  their  publication  in  the  form  of  an 
English  precis.  Many  of  us  are  at  home  in  both  the  Dutch  and 
English  languages,  but  many  others,  unfortunately,  have  not  a suffi- 
cient knowledge  of  Dutch,  so  that  the  Archives  in  their  original  garb 
would  necessarily  remain  to  them  a sealed  book.  Moreover,  the 
collection  is  deposited  in  Cape  Town,  so  that  those  living  elsewhere, 
unless  they  make  a journej7  to  the  metropolis  for  the  purpose,  remain 
debarred  from  consulting  or  studying  our  historical  muniments.  To 
bring  them  within  the  reach  of  all  has  therefore  been  my  object  in 
writing  this  precis.  This  first  volume  may,  in  some  parts,  not  be 
deemed  so  interesting  as  to  answer  expectations,  but  it  is  merely  a 
small  portion  of  what  has  still  to  follow,  and  which  will  certainly 
cause  no  disappointment  to  the  student  or  general  reader. 

I wish  this  precis  to  be  considered — though  almost  literal  transla- 
tions have  been  given  of  the  most  important  events — merely  as  a 
descriptive  index,  so  that  any  reader  interested  in  any  particular 
subject,  concerning  which  he  ma}'  desire  fuller  information,  may  be 
able  to  obtain  a certified  copy  of  the  original. 

It  may  be  asked  why  I did  not  commence  the  series  with  the  arrival 
in  this  Colony  of  Commander  Johan  van  Riebeeck  ? My  only  reply 
to  this  is,  that  the  papers  connects  1 with  that  period  will  see  the  light 
in  due  course  ; that  much  of  that  period  is  well  known  ; that  what  I 
am  issuing  now  is  not  so  ; and  that  therefore,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
this  period  should  see  the  light  first.  Nor  will  it  be  long  before  the 
rest  will  follow. 

By  the  favour  of  the  Government  I have  been  enabled  to  commence 
the  publication  My  object  has  been  to  satisfy  the  longings  of  those 
who  love  their  country,  and  wish  to  know  the  sources  from  which  its 
history  must  naturally  be  drawn.  Much  valuable  work  has  already 
been  done  in  this  field,  but  it  stands  to  reason  that  no  historical  work, 


however  ably  written,  can  bring  to  view  the  whole  treasure  in  my 
custody.  I have  endeavoured  to  add  my  mite.  May  it  be  acceptable, 
not  as  the  labours  of  an  historian,  but  as  those  of  an  archivist  who  has 
been,  and  is  still  exploring  the  sources  from  which  our  history  flows 
and  must  bo  finally  completed. 

This  has  been  my  purpose  and  my  work  during  the  fifteen  years  in 
which  I have  hold  my  trust.  Mav  what  I havo  done  be  a source  of 
pleasure  and  instruction ; and  shou'd  it  add  to  the  knowledge 
of  our  history,  and  induce  our  young  men  and  women  especially,  to 
take  a warm  interest  in  it,  my  labour  will  not  have  been  in  vain. 


H.  0.  Y.  LEIBBRANDT, 

Iveoper  of  the  Archives  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Joint  Library  of  Parliament, 

9th  June,  1896. 


I 


PRECIS  OF  THE  ARCHIVES 

or  THE 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


JOURNAL. 


Governor  WILLEM  ADRIAAN  YAN  DER  STEL. 

1699. 

New  Year’s  Day. — Thanksgiving  service ; induction  of  elders 
and  deacons. 

January  4 (Sunday). — Fine  rains  for  the  grapes  and  gardens. 

January  8. — A female  slave  found  murdered  near  the  Hospital. 

January  12. — Those  on  Robben  Island,  deceived  by  the  mist, 
mistook  the  coaster  for  a frigate.  Hence  their  firing.  Return 
of  Ensign  Zasse  from  the  expedition  sent  to  buy  cattle  from  the 
Hessequa  Hottentots.  He  had  left  on  the  6th  December  last. 

January  14. — The  commissioners  deputed  to  count  the  number 
of  cattle  bartered,  return  from  the  “ Kuilen.”  There  were  275 
oxen  and  274  sheep. 

January  19. — The  usual  general  and  annual  placcaat  issued. 
Cornells  Willemsz  Huysman,  a sailor,  from  Bennebroek,  sum- 
moned by  edictal  citation  to  defend  himself  (he  having  absconded) 
against  the  charge  of  having  murdered  the  Company’s  female 
slave  abovementioned. 

January  23. — A new  cannon  sent  to  Robben  Island  for  signal- 
ling. 

About  noon  two  shots  were  fired  from  Lion’s  Head,  and  at 
sunset  the  vessels  “ Stad  Ceulen  ” and  “ Drie  Kroonen  ” arrived  in 
a fair  state  of  health  and  condition,  on  board  of  which  were  the 
Hon.  Councillor  Extraordinary  and  Governor  Willem  Adriaan 
van  der  Stel  and  family,  who  succeeds  his  father,  Simon  van  der 
Stel.  They  had  left  Texel  on  the  22nd  September  last  with  the 
u Eycklenburg,”  “ Spiegel,”  “ Overryp,”  “ Berkenrode,”  and 
Verhuyzen,”  expected  here  every  minute.  For  the  sake  of 
refreshing  themselves  somewhat,  the  Governor  had  touched  at  St. 
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Jago  on  the  10th  November,  and  remained  there  until  the  16th, 
Although  the  south-east  wind  commenced  to  blow  very  heavily  in 
the  evening  the  Governor  and  family  were  conducted  from  the  ship 
by  the  chief  merchant  Sieur  Samuel  Elsevier  and  the  Hon.  Fiscal 
Joan  Blesius,  and  landed  at  the  Sandhills,  where  he  was  most 
civilly  received  by  his  father  and  the  other  members  of  the  council. 
The  military  and  burghers,  both  foot  and  horse,  had  come  under  arms 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  stood  in  double  line,  viz.,  the  military 
within  the  Castle  and  the  burghers  outside  the  gate ; three  volleys 
were  fired  with  cannon  shots  in  between.  The  members  of  the 
Council  who  were  present  and  some  of  the  burgher  officers  were 
treated  to  a glass  of  wine  at  Government  House,  where  they  once 
more  solemnly  welcomed  His  Honour.  After  this  both  military 
and  burghers  retired. 

January  26. — The  south-easter  having  abated,  the  new  Governor 
was  busy  on  the  pier  very  early  this  morning,  in  order  to  land 
the  boxes  containing  the  young  trees  and  all  further  kinds  of 
plants,  and  have  the  whole  conveyed  to  the  Company’s  gardens. 

The  ex-Governor  also  ordered  that  various  convicts  who  were 
serving  in  chains,  and  had  committed  merely  slight  offences, 
should  at  their  humble  request  be  released  from  irons. 

January  31. — Arrival  of  an  English  return  ship,  “ The  Fame,” 
from  Madras. 

February  1. — Rev.  Petrus  Calden  administers  the  sacrament  at 
Stellenbosch ; the  sick  visitor  reads  the  service  here. 

February  2. --The  Commissioners  are  daily  busy  taking  Com- 
pany’s stock  here  and  in  the  country  at  the  stations ; as  soon  as 
they  have  finished  the  Hon.  van  der  Stel  will  be  publicly  intro- 
duced to  the  people. 

February  9.— -Landdrost  Ditmar  of  Stellenbosch  ordered  to 
command  the  farmers  to  bring  their  corn  to  the  Castle,  as  they  are 
getting  daily  more  negligent  in  doing  so.  The  return  fleet  is 
daily  expected,  hence  the  necessity  that  they  should  be  ordered  to 
bring  in  as  soon  as  possible  all  the  wheat  already  threshed.  As 
draft  oxen  were  also  required  here,  he  was  ordered  to  send  50. 

February  11. — The  Commissioners  having  taken  proper  stock  of 
all  the  Company’s  property  here,  the  whole  was  handed  over  to  the 
new  Governor.  Upon  this  the  drums  were  beaten,  and  both  military 
and  burghers  appeared  under  arms,  wheu  the  son  was  solemnly 
introduced  to  the  people  by  his  father,  the  ex-Councillor  Extra- 
ordinary and  Governor  Simon  van  der  Stel.  A general  pardon 
was  also  proclaimed  for  the  fugitive  servants  of  the  Company,  viz., 
Antonie  Oldendorp  and  Benedictus  Sweitzer,  who  were  hiding  in 
the  wilderness,  should  they  appear  within  four  weeks  at  the  Castle 
and  promise  obedience. 

February  12.  — Resolution  of  Council.- — Some  smith’s  coals 
ordered  to  be  landed  from  the  “ Yenhuizen.”  The  bad  state  of 
the  harvest  this  year,  evident  from  the  returns,  about  3,000  muids 
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less  than  last  year,  whilst  200  muids  are  required  monthly  for  the 
garrison,  independent  of  the  quantity  necessary  for  the  ships  and 
the  people  with  their  slaves.  It  is  supposed,  however,  that  the 
people  did  not  make  correct  returns,  and  therefore  they  were  to  be 
advised  by  the  Commissioners  to  state  what  they  really  have,  that 
the  Council  might  he  spared  the  pain  of  taking  other  steps. 
Henceforth,  all  corn  passing  the  Fort  is  to  be  kept  there ; and  the 
burghers,  whenever  they  require  any,  are  to  be  provided  with  two 
or  three  muids  A list  of  the  names  of  the  latter  is  to  be  framed 
to  see  what  quantity  they  bring  to  the  mill,  that  tho  wheat  crop 
may  be  managed  in  the  most  economical  manner  possible  until  the 
next  harvest,  and  more  seed  saved  for  sowing.  The  subject  of  the 
Company’s  forests  was  discussed  and  their  decay  ; also  the  heavy 
cost  of  fuel  required  by  the  people  of  the  Cape  district,  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  Governor  and  some  members  of  the  Council  shall 
at  an  early  day  personally  inspect  the  whole. 

February  13. — Arrival  of  the  return  fleet  under  the  Hon, 
Councillor  Extraordinary  Daniel  Heyns,  who  is  landed  in  State 
by  order  of  the  Governor,  being  attended  by  Secunde  Elzevier  and 
Fiscal  Blesius.  On  shore  he  and  family  are  welcomed  with 
thirteen  guns  and  the  dipping  of  flags.  Soldiers  and  burghers 
under  arms.  The  Commissioner  takes  his  quarters  in  the  new 
Governor’s  house.  Three  volleys  were  fired  and  also  the  guns  of 
the  fort  discharged ; and  once  more  he  was  welcomed  with  a glass 
of  wine.  The  Commissioner  Heyns  is  publicly  introduced  to  the 
people  in  his  capacity  as  general  inspector,  &c. 

February  21. — The  Commissioner  lays  his  papers  before  the 
Political  Council;  and,  amongst  others,  mentions  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  Indian  Government  that  he  should  inspect  False  Bay, 
which  Commander  Claas  Bichon  had  neglected  to  do  last  year,  to 
see  whether  it  is  not  safer  than  Table  Bay.  ...  It  was  decided 
on  this  point  that  the  Commissioner,  the  Governor  and  two 
members  of  the  Council,  Avith  two  of  the  chief  and  most  experienced 
skippers  of  the  present  fleet,  should  on  Monday  next  proceed 
thither  over  land,  and  that  one  of  our  vessels  should  to-day  leave 
for  that  bay,  to  be  used  there.  All  this  will  be  more  fully  seen 
in  the  Resolution , viz. : “ The  Commissioner  states  that  the  Indian 
Government  had  received  various  reports  of  different  persons,  and 
even  of  those  on  the  return  fleet  under  Commander  Pronck  which 
had  called  here,  concerning  the  fitness  of  False  Bay,  in  which  the 
ships  could  lie  securely  the  whole  year,  and  not  only  during 
March,  April,  September  and  October.  Table  Bay  was  very 
dangerous  for  ships,  and  the  Company  could  not  anchor  anywhere 
during  that  season  without  great  danger  or  loss.  In  order  to 
know  the  real  merits  of  the  said  bay,  the  Indian  Board  had  deemed 
it  very  necessary  to  have  an  exact  inquiry  made  into  its  character, 
and  entrusted  the  matter  to  Claas  Biehon,  by  instructions  given 
to  him  on  the  30th  November,  1697,  and  to  two  of  the  most 
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■experienced  skippers,  to  be  appointed  by  him.  He  was  to  examine 
the  bay  carefully,  sound  it,  aud  make  an  exact  chart  of  it.  He 
was,  further,  not  only  to  make  a copy  of  the  same  aud  draw  up  a 
concise  report  for  the  Board  mentioned,  but  also  one  for  the 
Directors.  But  he  having  failed  to  do  so,  and  in  order  to  remove 
all  doubts  on  the  subject,  the  Indian  Council  had  once  more 
resolved  to  have  the  investigation  made,  and  had  entrusted  it  to  him 
(Heyns).  But  though  not  required  to  go  personally,  he  believed 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  Company  would  be  served  by  his 
proceeding  thither  in  company  of  the  Governor,  two  members  of 
the  Council,  and  also  two  of  the  most  experienced  skippers,  leaving 
on  Monday  next  overland,  that  everything  might  be  thoroughly 
examined  and  a full  report  made  by  him  to  the  Directors.  It  was 
also  decided  to  despatch  one  of  the  vessels  thither  to-daj'.  ...  It 
was  further  resolved  that  every  skipper  of  the  return  fleet  should  be 
provided  with  an  order,  empowering  him  to  take  over  into  his 
vessel  what  he  requires  out  of  the  ‘ Tamboer  ’ frigate.” 

February  25. — Nine  fat  slaughter  cattle  ordered  from  Robben 
Island. 

February  26.  —The  Commissioner,  Governor  and  Vice-Admiral, 
Sieur  Govert  van  Vlierden,  with  the  two  members  of  the  Council, 
proceed  to  False  Bay  (see  21st  February).  Weather  fine  and  S.W. 

March  1. — Return  of  the  Commissioner  and  party,  who  report 
as  follows : — The  expedition  consisted  of  Commander  Heyns, 
Governor  v.  d.  Stel,  Rear-Admiral  Govert  van  Vlierden,  Skippers 
Joost  Claarbout  and  Evert  Doetes ; also  the  members  of  the 
Council,  Willem  Corssenaar  and  Jacobus  Cruse.  They  had 
left  on  the  26th  February,  and  on  the  same  day  advanced 
as  far  as  the  great  circuits,  caused  by  the  high  mountains,  and  the 
tired  condition  of  their  cattle  permitted.  “ Early  on  the  following 
morning  we  pursued  our  journey,  but  had  hardly  reached  the  end 
of  the  said  valley,  when  we  were  obliged  to  proceed  along  the  foot 
of  a verj'  steep  mountain  range,  finding  the  roads  so  unserviceable 
and  dangerous  that  we  were  compelled  to  walk  most  of  the  time, 
and  could  only  get  the  wagons  over  the  rocks  with  the  greatest 
danger,  and  very  heavy  labour.  In  the  afternoon  we  could 
proceed  no  further  on  account  of  the  steep  mountains,  and  there- 
fore had  our  tents  pitched  in  a certain  valley  near  the  beach, 
marked  in  the  annexed  chart  * as  L.O.  and  below  the  sand  creek. 
We  could  not  let  the  boat,  which  had  been  sent  round  for  our 
service,  and  was  now  anchored  in  the  sand  bay,  come  to  us,  as  the 
•S.E.  wind  was  blowing  heavily.  No  soundings  therefore  were 
possible.  On  the  28th  the  wind  blew  as  strong  as  ever,  and 
nothing  could  be  done  at  sea.  We  therefore  decided  to  inspect  a 
certain  valley  extending  about  three  leagues  from  our  camp  to 
beyond  the  “ Hout  ” Bay  in  a westerly  direction ; to  find  out 


* Chart  not  annexed. 
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-whether  in  ease  of  necessity  it  would  be  better  suited  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  whether  fuel  and  water  could  be  obtained  there.  But 
w6  could  hardly  find  water  in  the  whole  neighbourhood. 

In  the  chart  of  False  Bay,  by  mistake,  various  streams  are  laid 
down  named  fresh  or  red  water.  They  are  mere  percolations, 
which  would  hardly  yield  a leaguer  in  spite  of  every  effort  made. 
Moreover,  the  whole  would  have  to  be  carried  in  small  casks  a 
league  distant.  Nor  is  there  so  much  fuel  that  a return  ship 
could  even  once  be  fully  stocked,  or  any  suitable  ground  into  which 
a spade  could  be  pressed  for  raising  vegetables  for  the  sick  and  the 
ships.  We  therefore  returned  to  our  tents,  and  finding  it 
impossible  to  do  anything  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company, 
retraced  our  steps  on  the  1st  March  towards  the  Castle.  We  found 
that  the  bay  mentioned  might  be  suitable  for  harbouring  a few 
ships,  but  certainly  not  a whole  return  fleet.  The  anchorage  also 
is  foul,  at  one  time  without  and  at  another  time  covered  with  sand. 
It  therefore  is  not  our  opinion  that  such  heavy  ships  as  those  of 
the  Company  could  anchor  there  in  perfect  security.  Besides  the 
vessels  anchoring  there  could  not  be  provided  with  even  the 
slightest  refreshment,  and  would  be  brought  to  great  straits,  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  Company.”  After  discussion,  it  was  resolved  not 
to  approve  of  the  anchoring  of  the  Company’s  ships  in  False  Bay, 
except  when  compelled  by  necessity,  and  to  report  accordingly  to 
the  Indian  Government. 

(Signed  by)  Daniel  Heyns,  W.  A.  v.  d.  Stel,  Govert  van  Vlierden, 
T.  Claarbout,  Et.  Doetjes,  Willem  Corssenaar,  and  Jacobus  Cruse. 

March  8. — The  Holy  Sacrament  is  administered  1o  the  men  of 
the  return  fleet. 

March  9. — The  conditions  of  the  wine  lease  as  drawn  up  by 
Commissioner  Heyns. — 1st  September  1699  to  1st  September,  1700 

The  licence  to  be  offered  in  four  parts ; each  part  to  be  bought 
by  a different  person,  and  all  four,  before  being  allowed  to  tap, 
shall  have  to  declare  that  they  have  not  entered  into  any  contract 
or  partnership  with  each  other,  but  that  every  one  has  leased  only 
for  himself.  They  alone  are  permitted  to  sell  by  retail ; all  statutes 
against  smugglers  to  remain  in  force.  They  may  buy  their  wine 
from  whom  they  like,  and  not  be  obliged  to  buy  it  from  the 
Company.  The  people  may  likewise  convey  their  wines  from  their 
farms  and  sell  them  without  hindrance. 

A bottle  containing  eight  glasses  shall  no  longer  be  sold  for  20 
stivers ; but  every  tapper  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  as  he  likes. 

The  lessees  shall  pay  in  two  instalments,  the  first  on  the  1st 
April,  1700,  and  the  second  on  the  31st  August,  half  in  hard  cash 
and  the  rest  in  inferior  coin. 

No  one  still  indebted  for  former  leases  will  be  allowed  to 
lease. 

The  lessees  are  each  to  produce  two  sufficient  sureties. 

No  complaints  or  requests  that  amounts  may  be  remitted  will 
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henceforth  he  allowed  and  under  no  pretext  whatever.  (See 
Placcaat) . 

March  1 1 . — The  wine  lease  realised  f .23,300.  More  than  f .9,400 
in  excess  of  any  other  year’s. 

March  12. — Resolution  of  the  Council. — In  1695  the  “ Noord- 
grouw  ” was  sent  hither  for  service.  In  1696  the  “ Soldaat  ” was  sent 
for  communication  between  the  Cape,  Mauritius,  and  Madagascar 
(for  slaves).  The  former  vessel  had  been  despatched  home  with  a 
portion  of  the  cargo  of  the  “ Waddinxveen  ” and  “ Oosterland.” 
The  “ Soldaat  ” had  teen  destined  with  necessaries  for  Mauritius 
and  likewise  for  Madagascar  in  order  to  obtain  slaves  there  for  the 
Company,  and  to  look  for  the  missing  ship  “ Ridderschap.” 

Before  its  departure  the  “ Crayenstein  ” had  been  wrecked  here, 
and  the  “ Soldaat  ” was  required  to  carry  the  men,  cargo,  and  money 
of  the  vessel  to  Batavia.  She  took  a petition  asking  for  another 
vessel  for  the  Cape  service.  But  the  “ Soldaat  ” was  retained  as 
a cruiser  in  the  Indian  waters,  hence  the  Council  in  India  was 
requested  to  provide  the  Cape  with  another.  Now,  the  little  vessel 
“ Peter  and  Paul  ” having  arrived  with  necessaries  for  this  Govern- 
ment, the  Council  decided  to  discharge  the  money,  &c.,  for  Batavia 
into  an  outward  bound,  and  keep  her  here  for  despatch  to  Mada- 
gascar, &c. 

March  15. — In  the  evening  the  ordinary  farewell  dinner  to  the 
fleet  took  place.  The  “ Wezel”  arrives  from  Mauritius  bringing 
a piece  of  ambergris  weighing  37  lbs. 

March  18. — The  Commissioner  Ileyns  publishes  the  placcaat 
concerning  the  value  of  the  moneys  of  the  Fatherland  (see 
Placcaat),  viz.: — 

By  order  of  R.  van  Goens  in  1685  (10th  March)  the  value  of 
the  home  coins  was  fixed,  but  in  spite  of  that  some  selfish  people, 
in  order  to  injure  that  value,  and  contrary  to  order,  greatly  to  the 
loss  of  the  passing  ( 'ompany’s  servants,  refuse  to  receive  such  coins 
at  the  value  fixed.  The  following  plaocaat  is  therefore  necessarily 
renewed: — “ Ryklof  van  Goens,  Commissioner,  &c.,  with  greeting 
publishes  that  to  our  great  annoyance  we  found  that  the  tappers 
and  other  selfish  people  had  adopted  the  maxim  of  appraising  the 
Fatherland  coin  imported  here  far  below  its  value,  so  that  ships’ 
crews  and  the  people  here  generally  must  lose  from  17  to  20  per 
cent,  on  exchange.  This  had  not  only  caused  serious  complaints, 
but  was  contrary  to  the  well-established  custom  of  this  land,  and 
therefore  to  prevent  this  swindle,  every  one  calling  or  delaying 
here  is  informed  that  after  publication  of  this  notice  all  coin  pro- 
ceeding from  the  mint  of  our  country,  shall  have  the  same  value 
here  which  it  has  in  India,  viz.: — 

The  golden  sovereign,  15  heavy  guilders  (£1,  5s.). 

The  half  sovereign,  7\  heavy  guilders  (12s.  6d.) 

The  golden  ducat,  5 heavy  guilders  (8s.  4d.) 

The  double  ducat,  10  heavy  guilders  (16s.  8d.) 
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A silver  ducaton,  10  skillings  and  3 stivers,  heavy  money 
(4s.  5d ) 

A 3 guilder  piece,  10  skillings  (4s.  2d.) 

The  half  guilder  piece,  5 skillings  (2s.  Id.) 

The  dollar  at  5 skillings  (2s.  Id.) 

The  guilder  at  20  stivers,  heavy  money  (Is.  8d.) 

The  8 stiver  piece  at  8 stivers,  heavy  money  (8d.) 

The  28  stiver  piece  at  28  stivers,  heavy  money  (2s.  4d.) 

The  3 stiver  piece  at  3 stivers,  heavy  money  (3d.) 

Offenders  against  this  ordinance  to  be  fined  even  for  the 
slightest  offence  Rds.  25  for  the  first  time,  Rds.  50  for  the  second, 
and  Rds.  100  for  the  third,  besides  arbitrary  punishment.  The 
fiscal  ordered  to  keep  his  eyes  open  and  prosecute.  (Signed)  D. 
Heyns,  &c. 

March  20. — The  commissioner  proceeds  on  board ; the  military 
and  burghers  under  arms.  The  fleet  leaves  with  a south-east 
wind. 

March  25. — The  Governor  visits  Salt  River  to  inspect  the  masts 
there  and  make  provision  for  their  protection. 

March  26. — The  Governor  visits  the  “ Wezel  ” provisioned  to 
proceed  to  the  islands  “ Dina  ” and  “ Marsseveen  ” in  41°  and  42° 
south  of  the  line,  in  order  to  examine  them  and  find  out  what  trees 
and  other  produce,  also  animals,  &e.,  are  on  them. 

March  28. — The  Council  convened.  The  Governor  mentions 
the  great  want  of  timber  here,  and  that  some  skippers  had 
informed  him  that  whilst  passing  the  before-mentioned  islands 
they  had  found  them  entirely  covered  with  forests.  He  therefore 
asked  whether  it  was  not  necessary  for  this  Colony  to  despatch  the 

Wezel  ” thither.  The  unanimous  reply  was  “ Yes,”  and  the 
following  instructions  were  adopted  for  the  skipper,  Philip  ter 
Kruys  and  the  other  officers.  “ Having  been  ordered  hither  for  the 
service  of  this  Government,  you  are,  as  soon  as  the  wind  is  favour- 
able, to  proceed  to  Mauritius,  navigate  the  ship  carefully,  keep 
God  before  your  eyes  and  pray  to  Him  morning  and  evening 
according  to  the  ship’s  prayers,  that  the  expedition  may  be  to  the 
glory  of  His  name  and  the  service  of  our  masters,  so  that  you  may 
fulfil  our  expectations.  You  are  to  be  sober,  zealous,  and  careful, 
and  distribute  the  stores  without  waste  so  that  no  one  becomes 
inebriated  in  the  use  of  liquors,  the  source  of  much  evil  and 
jeopardising  the  authority  of  the  officers.  We  send  you  thither 
because  we  are  much  in  want  of  timber,  which  we  cannot  obtain 
from  the  interior  because  the  forests  are  so  distant  and  almost 
unapproachable,  and  also  because  skippers  who  passed  those 
islands  have  informed  us  that  many  trees  grow  on  them.  Should 
you  find  this  to  be  true,  it  would  be  a desirable  thing  for  our 
Government  to  get  timber  from  those  places. 

On  approaching  the  islands  you  are  continually  to  take  soundings 
and  use  great  prudence  in  order  to  find  the  best  approach.  We 
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have  nothing  to  give  yon  beyond  the  statement  of  the  skippers. 
Having  landed  yon  are  to  examine  everything,  especially  the 
different  kinds  of  trees  and  the  uses  to  which  they  may  he  put  y 
also  the  herbs,  flowers,  and  shrubs.  Further,  whether  the  soil 
consists  of  clay,  sand,  or  stone ; whether  any  birds  or  animals  are 
found  there  ; whether  an  abundance  of  sweet  water  can  be  had  ; 
and  whether  the  sea  is  rich  in  fish,  clean,  and  pure  for  navigation. 

The  ship’s  council  shall  consist  of  the  following : — Philip  de 
Kruys,  president  and  convener ; Advocate  Nic.  Oortmans,  the 
mate,  Sieur  Joh.  van  Helsdingen,  and  the  surgeon. 

This  Council  shall  deliberate  over  and  settle  every  matter  by 
resolution,  excepting  that  of  navigation.  After  having  carried 
out  these  instructions  you  are  to  return  Only  on  deck  smoking 
will  be  allowed ; offenders  will  be  arbitrarily  punished.  You  are 
also  to  bring  with  you  such  plants  and  living  animals  and  birds  as 
are  not  indigenous  here,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Cornelis  Witzen  accepted  in  the  service  as  Standard- 
Bearer. 

March  30.  — Albert  Barendsz  Gildenhuys  made  elder  vice 
Adriaan  van  Brakel  deceased. 

March  31. — The  Governor  leaves  for  Robben  Island  to  inspect 
it,  and  returns  in  the  evening. 

April  2.—  The  Governor  visits  the  “ Huis  Overryp,”  “ Tamboer,” 
and  “ Peter  and  Paul  ” to  see  in  what  condition  they  were,  in 
order,  if  possible  to  despatch  the  two  first-named. 

April  7. — The  Council  meets  and  makes  some  promotions. 

April  11. — The  captain  of  the  English  ship  “Swift”  reports 
that  he  had  been  trading  at  Timaliu  Arivo  at  Madagascar  in  20° 
lat.;  that  from  Maroh  to  September  the  south-west  winds  blew 
very  hard,  especially  at  spring  tides  ; that  the  weather  otherwise 
was  moderate ; that  from  September  to  March  the  winds  were  for 
three  months  variable,  but  during  the  three  last  months  very 
strong  ; tuut  he  believed  that  no  Arabs  were  at  Maningare  and 
Magelase  during  three  years,  and  that  the  Company  might  make 
a good  traffic,  and  that  for  the  purpose  firelocks,  powder,  and  flints 
were  required.  That  Captain  Kit  (Kydd)  was  lying  with  his  ship 
carrying  30  guns  and  fully  200  men  in  St.  Augustine  Bay ; that 
he  had  beached  his  vessel  in  the  river  as  it  had  been  found  unsea- 
worthy, and  that  he  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  get  away. 

April  14. — Resolution  of  the  Council.—  Letter  from  Mauritius 
read  and  discussed.  At  the  request  of  the  skipper  of  the  “ Catten- 
dyk,”  his  chief  officer  was  exchanged  for  that  of  the  “ Overryp,” 
whilst  the  chief  surgeon,  his  wife,  and  child,  were  transferred  to 
the  “ Tamboer.” 

April  16. — Governor  visits  the  gardens  at  Rondebosch. 

April  18. — The  English  ships  leave  without  saluting  the  Castle, 
but  send  on  shore  four  “ stowaways  ” at  the  Governor’s  request. 

April  21. — The  bay  to  be  cleared  of  anchors,  &o.  As  the  season 


for  transplanting  has  arrived,  the  Governor  decides  to  inspect  with 
some  Councillors  the  forests,  in  order  to  put  everything  straight 
there  for  their  improvement  and  plant  a large  quantity  of  young 
oaks,  about  30,000  in  number. 

April  29. — The  men  who  endeavoured  to  abscond  with  the 
English  ship  this  day  ran  the  gantlet,  and  two  of  them  were 
dropped  from  the  yard  of  the  “ Peter  aud  Paul.” 

May  9. — The  “ Great  Lord  ” Gaucau  having  been  here  for  a 
few  days  with  his  suite  to  greet  the  Governor,  left  to-day  for  his 
country  after  having  taken  a civil  farewell. 

May  10. — (Sunday).  News  brought  from  Saldanha  Bay  over- 
land that  a well  armed  English  pirate  had  called  and  captured 
the  “ Amy  ” busy  fishing  there  and  also  a freeman  and  his  boat 
lying  there  for  the  same  purpose.  A broad  council  was  held  and 
the  resolution  is  as  follows : — That  as  the  pirate  had  seized  the 
vessels  and  also  sent  armed  men  out  there  for  his  own  purposes, 
and  as  he  is  the  same  that  captured  the  “ Amy  ” before  this,  so 
that  what  he  has  done  is  an  open  act  of  hostility  and  violence,  and 
as  it  is  to  be  supposed,  well  armed  and  manned  as  he  is,  that  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  attack  a Company’s  ship,  it  was  resolved  in 
order  likewise  to  recapture  the  captured  vessels,  to  take  all  the 
specie  out  of  the  “ Gendt  ” and  send  it  with  the  frigate  “ Peter 
and  Paul  ” with  40  soldiers  in  addition  under  skippers  Verdoes 
and  Decker  in  order  to  capture  the  pirate  in  the  best  way  possible. 
The  Gendt  to  carry  the  pennant  on  its  main  top  mast.  Should 
they  not  find  him  in  the  bay  or  neighbourhood,  they  were  to 
return  at  once.  Instructions  given  to  officers  in  the  usual  way. 
The  S.  E.  however  too  strong  to  weigh  anchor. 

May  11. — The  two  vessels  leave. 

May  15. — Letters  received  from  the  two  ships  overland  from 
Saldanha  Bay  and  another  from  Robben  Island  both  dated  13th 
instant.  Having  left  on  Monday,  we  arrived  here  (Saldanha 
Bay)  on  Tuesday,  where  we  found  the  “ Amy  ” and  the  two  other 
vessels  still  lying  there.  The  mate  of  the  “ Amv  ” and  the 
corporal  of  the  station  reported  as  follows: — The  pirafe  arrived  in 
the  Bay  on  Friday  morning,  the  Amy  wished  to  sail  away,  but 
was  becalmed,  and  was  invited  by  the  pirate  to  come  on  board. 
This  the  men  of  the  Amy  refused  as  he  carried  an  English  flag 
and  the  King’s  Jack.  He  sent  his  boat  with  Lb  armed  men  on 
board  the  Amy  and  captured  her,  taking  all  the  men  with  him, 
he  asked  the  mate  where  the  other  vessels  were,  and  threatened  to 
kill  them  all  if  they  did  not  tell  the  truth.  He  was  therefore 
obliged  to  confess,  and  with  his  armed  men  the  pirate  captured 
the  other  vessels  during  the  night.  Two  men  of  the  “Amy” 
were  compelled  to  remain  with  him.  On  Saturday  the  pirate 
took  everything  from  the  vessels.  Anchors,  sails,  ropes,  water- 
casks,  nets,  and  provisions,  the  former  skipper  of  the  Amy  was 
chief  mate  of  the  pirate  who  swore  to  set  fire  to  her,,  but  did  not 
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effect  his  purpose.  He  made  a present  of  four-  negroes  to  the 
servant  of  Phyffer’s  vessel  whom  they  had  carried  away  from  tho 
•Coast  of  Guinea  and  the  Island  Annaboa.  During  Saturday 
night  he  compelled  all  the  men  to  tow  him  out  of  the  bay,  his 
intentions  being  to  proceed  to  the  South  Sea  and  on  Sunday 
morning  he  was  fairly  at  sea. 

P.S. — The  mate  of  the  Amy  complains  that  he  cannot  sail  as 
lie  has  been  robbed  of  everything,  and  should  the  wind  continue 
-conti’ary  we  will  bring  him  to  the  Cape.  The  letter  from  Robben 
Island  requisitions  for  powder,  matches,  new  signal  flags,  states  that 
proper  assistance  will  be  given  to  the  mate  of  the  Amy,  and  that 
excepting  nine,  all  the  pheasants  and  partridges  had  arrived  safely. 

May  17  (Sunday)  — Resolution  of  the  Council.  Regarding  the 
ship  “ Nieuwland.”  Ship’s  promotions. 

May  21. — Political  Council.  Resolution.  Ship’s  affairs. 

June  1. — Political  Council.  Ship’s  affairs. 

June  7. — Return  of  the  “ Wezel”  from  “ Saldanha  Ray”  with 
letters  from  the  officers  on  board  the  “ Berkel  ” and  “ Nieuw- 
land ” &c.  on  ship’s  affairs. 

June  16. — Arrival  of  some  English  Indiamen.  Sir  William 
Norris  on  board  one  of  them. 

June  20. — The  Governor  being  during  the  morning  in  the 
Company’s  garden,  is  visited  bjr  Ambassador  Norris,  Commander 
Warren  and  other  important  personages  After  having  discoursed 
some  time  there  in  a tent , they  left  about  noon  after  a kind  farewell. 

June  27. — Political  Council  Meeting.  Resolution.  To  send  the 
brandy  which  arrived  with  the  present  ships  on  to  Batavia,  as  the 
directors  sent  every  thing  requisitioned  for,  and  the  supply  is 
consequently  too  much  : also  to  add  as  much  as  can  be  spared  from 
the  stores  on  shore. 

June  31. — The  frigate  “ Peter  and  Paul  ” despatched  to  Mada- 
gascar. 

July  1.— General  muster  of  the  garrison  in  presence  of  the 
Governor,  the  number  being  496.  Sir  William  Norris  and  officers 
visit  the  Governor  in  the  Company’s  garden  to  bid  him  a final 
farewell. 

July  3. — All  the  vessels  leave,  including  the  “Bedford.” 

J uly  12. — The  services  at  Stellenbosch  still  discharged  by  the  Rev. 
Petrus  Calden.  Service  to-day  in  the  Castle  read  by  the  sick  visitor. 

July  15. — According  to  Resolution  of  Council,  that  the  forests 
ol  the  Company  situated  behind  Rondebosch,  should  be  inspected, 
the  Governor  went  thither,  and  as  many  suitable  open  spots  were 
found  in  them,  he  ordered  to  plant  some  thousands  of  young  oak  trees 
in  them,  and  the  more  so,  as  the.  oaks  planted  a few  years  ago  in 
the  old  forest , and  on  a certain  side  there,  were  found  to  thrive  veil , 
growing  straight  up  and  sound,  without  being  infected  with  moss. 
Moreover  His  Honour  found  the  forests  almost  entirely  bereft  of 
all  kinds  of  timber. 
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July  16. — The  “Hennetje”  Cape  provision  ship  leaves  for 
Ceylon.  No  vessel  left  in  the  hay. 

July  19. — Extraordinary  heavy  rains  during  the  night. 

July  21. — Rain  continuing.  Meeting  of  Council  to  elect  a new 
member  for  the  Court  of  Justice,  as  it  was  found  that  two  brothers- 
in-law  had  session  at  that  board.  The  secretary  Hugo  De  Groyer 
was  appointed. 

July  23. — Three  black  boys  punished  this  day  for  theft.  They 
had  to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the  cord  round  their  necks 
and  a green  bush  on  their  heads,  and  afterwards  were  scourged  and 
branded.  (The  full  particulars  of  the  crime  given). 

July  25. — Heavy  N.  W.  storm  and  rain.  Bay  not  navigable. 
A slave  sentenced  for  theft  in  same  manner  as  above  (see  July  23). 

July  26. — The  Rev.  Petrus  Calden  returns  from  Stellenbosch 
and  holds  the  usual  services. 

July  28. — Heavy  N.  W.  gale  and  rain.  The  growing  corn  in 
low  lands  and  valleys  very  much  hindered  by  water,  which  washes 
it  away  and  drowns  it. 

July  31. — Fine  day.  The  ordinary  annual  placcaat  published  a6 
usual — -forbids  the  soldiers  to  sell  their  clothing  for  purposes  of 
dissipation,  and  all  others  to  buy  the  same.  The  seller  to  be  a 
convict  for  one  year,  and  the  buyer  to  forfeit  Rds.  200  and  the 
clothes  bought.  Officers  fond  of  this  practice  are  warned  that  if 
convicted  they  will  be  cashiered  and  declared  unworthy  of  holding 
any  rank,  with  a forfeit  likewise  of  Rds.  200. 

The  sellers  of  liquor  are  not  to  give  credit  to  soldiers  or  sailors, 
who  are  not  required  to  pay  such  debts. 

Another  placcaat  likewise  issued,  referring  to  the  free  slaughtering 
by  the  burghers.  That  the  contract  time  of  Huysing  as  agreed 
upon  with  Commissioner  H.  Adriaau  van  Rheede  (deceased)  had 
expired,  and  also  the  prolongation  granted  afterwards,  that  many 
freemen  make  slaughter-houses  of  their  dwellings,  selling  by  the 
leg  and  not  by  the  pound,  dAng  as  they  like,  and  seemingly 
not  inclined  to  enter  into  any  contract  for  supplying  the  public 
and  the  garrison,  as  invited  by  advertisement ; likewise  charging 
heavily,  as  they  pleased,  and  offering  the  meat  for  sale  from  house 
to  bouse,  without  previous  inspection  to  know  whether  it  is  fit  for 
food — a course  which  may  cause  many  diseases — that  therefore  it 
is  enacted  to  forbid  every  one  without  exception  to  sell  any  mutton 
at  their  houses,  either  by  the  piece  or  pound.  Offenders  to  be 
fined  Rds.  10  for  each  offence.  That  instead  all  are  allowed 
to  sell  freely  to  alL  and  to  the  Company  good  mutton  at  a reason- 
able price,  on  condition  that  they  shall  daily  in  the  morning  at 
seven  bring  their  slaughtered  cattle  in  the  “ passer  ” — the  ordinary 
shambles — to  be  inspected  whether  it  be  fit  for  food  by  two 
inspectors,  one  a Company’s  servant  and  the  other  a freeman. 
The  meat  so  approved  of  may  be  sold.  . . . 

August  1. — The  “Amy”  despatched  to  Saldanha  Bay  with 
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stores,  fuel,  &c.,  for  the  “ Nieuwland.”  She  takes  six  ship’s- 
carpenters  with  her  to  examine  the  latter ; these  men  receive 
written  instructions. 

The  Governor  and  some  councillors  proceed  above  the  Company’s 
gardens  to  examine  the  corn  mill,  which  requires  repairs,  and  also 
the  wooden  pipes,  through  which  the  sweet  water  flows  from  Table 
Mountain  towards  the  Tort  into  the  tanks  at  the  end  of  the  jetty. 
Many  are  useless  and  rotten,  and  all  are  to  be  replaced,  and  the 
Governor  accordingly  ordered  the  overseer  of  the  woodcutters  to 
cut  as  much  serviceable  timber  as  would  suffice  for  1,600  pipes. 
The  “ Amy  ” returns,  being  prevented  by  the  weather  from  reaching 
Saldanha  Bay.  She  is  supplied  with  fresh  vegetables  for  the 
“ Nieuwland.” 

August  10. — A soldier  sentenced  by  the  Court  of  Justice  for 
wounding  another  in  the  face,  to  fall  three  times  from  the  yard- 
arm, and  after  that  to  he  thrashed  by  his  messmates. 

Aiigust  16. — Extraordinarily  heavy  N.N.W.  storm  during  the 
night — rain,  hail  and  lightning — with  a heavy  sea.  The  boats  of 
the  “ Donkervliet”  and  “ Merestein  ” beached  below  the  castle,  and 
one  of  the  tanks  on  the  jetty  washed  away;  the  latter  also  much 
injured.  The  gale  lasted  the  whole  day  (Sunday). 

August  19. — The  weather  becoming  calmer.  The  superintendent 
and  three  woodcutters  declare  that  the  wood  required  for  the 
repairs  of  the  “ Nieuwland  ” cannot  ho  found  in  the  forests  here  at 
all ; there  is  nothing  for  knees  or  beams,  but  the  lighter  material 
might  be  managed. 

August  21. — The  Governor  inspects  the  works  at  Rondebosch. 

August  24. — The  Birthday  of  the  Governor.  Congratulated  by 
the  most  respectable  of  the  Company’s  servants  and  burghers. 

August  25. — Resolution  of  the  Council.  The  difficulties  in  the, 
way  of  repairing  the  “ Nieuwland.”  The  latter  to  be  brought  to 
Table  Bay  and  remain  here  until  orders  about  her  have  been 
received  from  home. 

Tho  liquor  lease  to  be  offered  on  the  old  conditions  (of  Heins),, 
hut  the  brandy  lessee  is  to  buy  from  the  Company,  and  may  not 
do  so  from  any  ships  or  private  parties,  unless  the  Company  has 
none  for  sale.  Offenders  to  be  fined  f.  1,000  for  each  offence. 

If  teas  also  forbidden  to  convey  to  the  Cape  any  brandies  or  strong 
drinks  made  from  Cape  wines  in  targe  or  small  quantities,  in  order  to 
sell  them  in  any  tray.  Offenders  to  be  fined  f.100. 

The  beer  licence  to  be  left  to  the  brewer  Rutgert  Mensing  on 
the  same  terms  as  last  year,  also  that  he  shall  provide  a good 
article,  and  not  ask  for  a remission  of  any  portion  of  the  lease 
amount. 

August  27. — Arrangements  made  to  repair  the  buildings  on 
Robben  Island. 

August  29. — The  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch,  Michiel  Ditmar, 
ordered  to  instruct  the  people  of  Drakenstein  and  Stellenbosch 
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to  send  two  'wagons  to  Rondebosch,  as  it  is  the  season  for 
planting,  in  order  to  obtain  there  20,000  young  oaks— i.e.,  12,000 
for  Stellenbosch,  and  8,000  for  Drakenstein.  He  is  also  to  take 
care  that  all  the  spots  where  the  trees  have  been  cut  down  shall  be 
replanted  with  these  young  trees  by  slaves  of  the  freemen.  No 
trees  to  be  planted  on  the  flats,  as  they  would  thrive  much  better 
on  forest  ground,  judging  from  the  growth  of  the  aboriginal  trees. 
The  sheep  are  likewise  to  be  shorn  at  the  proper  time,  which  is  said  to 
be  at  hand,  in  order  that  ice  may  be  able  to  fulfil  the  request  of  the 
directors  for  wool ; and  obtain  as  much  of  that  article  as  possible  to  be 
forwarded  by  the  first  return  ships  of  next  year. 

August  31. — The  annual  lease  of  the  revenue  takes  place. 
Tobacco  reaches  f.800 ; foreign  beer,  f. 3,675 ; brandy,  &c., 
f.  10,450 ; Cape  be9r,  f.2,950.  Total,  f.17,875,  or  compared 
with  last  year  a total  loss  of  f.5,940,  mainly  caused  by  the 
reduction  in  the  garrison. 

The  Cape  wine  lease  having  fetched  f. 23,300 — having  been  put 
up  in  March  last  by  Commissioner  1).  Hey  ns — the  whole  sum 
realised  f. 41, 175 

September  5. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Montague,” 
despatched  by  the  new  Company,  armed  with  30  guns  and  111 
men.  She  had  left  London  on  the  12th  April,  via  Cadiz,  for 
Surat,  and  had  on  board  the  Knight  Weyt  (?  White),  who  had 
often  before  been  in  India,  and  is  to  act  there  as  president  over  the 
Company’s  affairs. 

September  8. — Two  Company’s  servants  sentenced  by  the  Court 
of  Justice  to  be  well  thrashed  and  banished  for  three  years  to 
Robben  Island. 

September  10. — The  Landdrost  reports  in  writing  that  the 
Heemraad  and  Captain,  Jacobus  de  Wild,  had  with  his  men  been  at 
the  “ Fish  Water,”  that  he  had  eaten  there  some  fish  called 
“ opblasers,”  and  died  in  consequence,  that  his  companion  Matthys 
Diederik  was  dangerously  ill,  and  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  he 
will  reoover,  that  the  corpse  had  been  examined  and  found 
to  be  quite  blue,  so  that  it  is  plain  that  the  fish  was  very 
poisonous. 

September  17. — Placcaat  issued  against  the  importation  (from  the 
country ) of  Cape  Brandy.  That  some  are  in  the  habit  of  making 
brandy,  8fc.,  from  their  wines,  and  not  only  sell  it  among  each  other, 
but  during  the  night,  Sfc.,  smuggle  it  into  the  fort,  where  they  sell  it 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  sale  of  the  Company’s  brandies  is  greatly 
injured,  and  the  lessees  are  made  to  suffer,  who  accordingly  com- 
plain. Every  one  therefore  is,  without  exception,  most  sharply 
forbidden  to  sell  any  brandy  or  distilled  waters  made  of  Cape  wine 
in  any  quantity  whatever.  Offenders  to  be  fined  f.  1,000  for  each 
offence.  . . . 

In  the  morning,  between  the  Fort  and  the  Cape,  below  the  second 
bridge,  there  was  found  dead  a person  who  had  been  ill  in  hospital. 
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It  is  supposed  that  he  had  fallen  from  the  bridge.  The  body  was 
taken  to  the  hospital. 

Up  to  date  it  has  been  impossible  to  kill  the  lion  which  now  for 
some  days  has  been  hiding  about  the  watering  place  and  killed 
about  two  or  three  cattle.  On  the  16th,  in  the  morning  early,  he 
seized  some  near  the  Watch  House,  and  on  the  17th  at  “ Roode 
blom,”  the  house  of  a freeman,  about  a quarter  of  an  hour  distant 
from  the  Fort. 

September  23. — Fiue  weather  after  the  N.  W.  winds.  May  it 
last  especially  for  the  corn  lying  on  the  fields,  which  has  suffered 
much  in  many  places  from  the  continuous  cold  and  heavy 
rains. 

September  27. — Some  lean  cattle  sent  to  Robben  Island  to 
fatten  there. 

September  28. — The  burghers  busy  levelling  the  plain  and 
filling  the  holes  between  the  fort  and  the  houses  of  the  Cape,  and 
in  opening  and  making  the  very  necessary  new  water  furrows  and 
escapes.  In  order  to  help  them  the  Governor  gave  them  some  of 
the  Company’s  slaves. 

The  Governor  also  visited  Rondebosch  with  some  councillors. 

October  1. — Meeting  of  Council ; Resolution.  Cattle  very  scarce. 
Not  nearly  enough  to  supply  the  ships.  Others  wanted  for  the 
fort  itself.  Season  favourable.  Captain  0.  Bergh  with  41 
soldiers  despatched  to  the  Sousequa  and  Gouri  Hottentots  to 
barter  some  as  usual,  he  having  often  been  on  these  expeditions 
and  acted  faithfully  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  superiors.  He 
is  also  to  proceed  to  other  nations  in  alliance  with  the  Company 
to  get  the  cattle  so  very  much  wanted  by  the  Company,  sending 
back  with  some  of  the  men  such  animals  as  he  succeeds  in 
obtaining.  Thence  he  is  to  proceed  to  the  Hequon  nation  with 
whom  a good  barter  was  made  in  1689. 

The  brandy  lessee  notifies  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain  any 
brandy  from  the  Company  from  the  29th  November  to  the  4th 
March  this  year.  The  beer  lessee  also  reports  that  he  could  not 
always  get  the  quantity  required  from  the  brewer,  and  both 
request  that  a pro  ratu  allowance  should  be  made  in  their  lease 
amount.  They  were  ordered  to  send  in  a statement  of  their  losses 
to  be  settled  after  approval  by  the  cashier. 

A Company’s  servant  well  thrashed  by  the  “ Caffres  ” (hang- 
man’s  helpers)  and  sentenced  to  three  years  hard  labour  on 
Robben  Island. 

October  3. — The  disabled  “ Nieuwland  ” arrives  from  Saldanha 
Bajq  and  some  soldiers  were  sent  into  the  country  to  mow  grass 
for  the  horses  and  gather  salt. 

October  8. — The  Governor  and  some  councillors  proceed  to 
Rondebosch  to  inspect  tire  works  there. 

October  10. — Fine  S.  E.  weather.  The  powder  taken  from  the 
magazine  to  air  it. 


October  13. — Jan  Caspar  Rigter  of  Slieben,  the  Company’s 
apothecary,  being  missing  since  last  Thursday  (day  before  yester- 
day) the  door  of  the  dispensary  was  opened  by  order  of  the 
G-ovemor,  and  everything  properly  examined  and  inventoried. 

October  14. — Birthday  of  ex-Governor  Simon  van  der  Stel, 
who  is  congratulated  by  his  son  and  some  of  the  officers  of  rank. 

October  15. — To-day  Rigter,  who  was  supposed  to  have  run 
away  in  a fit  of  madness,  returned  in  fair  health. 

October  16. — About  three  or  four  in  the  afternoon  a rock  was- 
seen  to  fall  down  from  Table  Mountain,  which  caused  a great 
noise.  Likewise  one  of  the  men  on  Lion’s  Head  reported  that 
about  the  same  time,  and  shortly  after  the  sigual  guns  had  been 
fired,  the  rock  on  Lion’s  Head,  under  which  they  were  accustomed 
to  keep  their  powder,  had  likewise  fallen  down. 

October  18. — Rev.  Calden  administers  as  usual  the  sacrament  at 
Stellenbosch. 

October  19. — Preparations  made  for  the  expedition  of  Captain 
0.  Bei’gh  (see  October  1).  Some  neighbouring  Hottentots  provide 
it  with  pack  oxen. 

October  20. — The  Landdrost  informed  that  whereas  the  Directors 
had  in  their  last  despatch  renewed  their  request  for  Cape  wool, 
and  the  present  time  is  the  best  for  collecting  it,  he  is  ordered 
(see  also  letter  to  him  of  29th  August)  to  obtain  as  much  Cape 
wool  as  he  can,  that  it  may  be  sent  home  with  the  first  return 
ships  and  that  he  should  likewise  communicate  with  the  chief 
burghers  of  Stellenbosch  and  Diakenstein  who  own  sheep,  and 
encourage  them  to  grow  it,  that  as  much  may  be  secured  as  they 
can  possibly  supply  and  also  in  this  the  wishes  of  the  Directors 
may  be  fulfilled. 

October  21 — A letter  sent  overland  to  Saldanha  Bay,  ordering 
the  men  of  the  “ Wezel”  at  once  to  convey  hither  all  the  fish 
already  caught  for  suppling  the  newly  arrived  vessels. 

October  24. — The  nerv  hospital  so  far  completed,  that  hence- 
forth the  sick  can  be  conveniently  accommodated.  Therefore  all 
were  removed  from  the  old  hospital  which  was  in  a very  dilapidated 
condition  and  stood  on  a very  unhealthy  spot.  It  will  be  repaired 
and  used  for  other  purposes. 

October  28. — A Company’s  servant  sentenced  for  theft,  to  be 
flogged  and  serve  as  convict  for  three  years  on  Robben  Island. 

October  29. — The  grain-crop  suffering  from  drought.  Rain 
wished  for.  Bad  harvest  feared.  All  vegetables  being  destroyed 
by  the  caterpillar.  Almost  nothing  left. 

October  31. — Heavy  S.  E.  winds,  greatly  injurious  to  the  crops. 
The  farmers  already  busy  cutting  barley.  Two  commissioners 
sent  by  the  Governor  to  “ Klapmuts,”  in  order  to  have  the  barley 
threshed  there  for  the  Company’s  stables. 

The  “ Amy  ” proceeds  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  burn  oil. 

Late  in  the  evening  two  men  were  playing  cards  in  the  barracks, 
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when  a quarrel  ensued  between  them,  and  one  wounded  the  other 
severely.  He  was  at  once  apprehended. 

November  1. — Rev.  Petrus  Calden  being  ill,  the  service  is  read 
by  the  sick  visitor  Albert  Coopman.  The  man  wounded  yesterday 
died  this  morning  early. 

November  2. — A nice  S.  W.  breeze.  Afterwards  the  clouds 
gathered  and  rain  was  expected.  Towards  noon,  however,  the 
weather  cleared  up,  and  the  Cape  burghers  were  able  to  appear  on 
parade  and  exercise  themselves  in  target  and  popinjay  shooting. 
Capt.  0.  Bergh  prepares  for  his  expedition  by  loading  his  five 
wagons. 

November  3. — The  prize  shooting  of  the  burghers  having  been 
settled  (elk  een  nuam  koning  bekomen  hebbende)  the  parade  was 
concluded.  Capt.  0.  Bergh  leaves  with  41  men. 

November  4. — Only  a slight  shower.  A good  downpour  of 
twenty-four  hours  would  have  been  welcome. 

November  5. — Resolution  of  the  Council.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  burgher  Military  Council  of  the  Cape,  it  was  decided,  as  the 
number  of  burghers  was  daily  increasing,  to  divide  the  infantry 
into  two  companies,  and  elect  the  necessarj'  new  officers ; also  to 
give  at  his  own  request  an  honourable  discharge  to  the  ex-burgher 
Councillor  Jan  de  Beer,  who  for  many  years  filled  the  place  of 
Captain  of  Infantry  with  great  credit,  as  he  is  generally  ill  and 
weak  ; also  to  Gerrit  Victor,  because  of  his  old  age,  he  having  been 
ensign  for  many  years,  and  to  appoint  in  their  stead  other 
officers.  The  Council  therefore  appointed  for  the  old  company 
Cornells  Botma,  as  captain,  Willem  Mensing  as  lieutenant,  and 
Dirk  van  Schalkwyk  as  ensign.  For  the  new  company  the  burgher 
Councillor  Henning  Husing  as  captain,  Hendrik  Sneewind  as 
lieutenant,  and  Adam  Tas  as  ensign.  When  the  parade  had  ended 
all  were  regaled  with  some  wine. 

November  6. — The  Governor  proceeds  to  the  “ new  lands  ” to 
inspect  them. 

November  11. — Arrival  of  the  English  return  ship  the  “London” 
frigate,  100  feet  long,  18  broad  and  15  deep,  carrying  30  guns  and 
70  men.  Had  left  Batavia  on  the  18th  August,  and  reported  that 
the  Batavian  Government  had,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Swaar 
de  Croon,  despatched  the  “ Drie  Kroonen  ” — which  carried  the 
Admiral’s  flag — the  “ Ceulen,”  “ Eenhoorn,”  “ Jerusalem,” 

“ Hartlooper  ” and  “ Soldaat,”  with  1,000  soldiers  to  Surat, 
because  the  Grand  Mogul  had  imprisoned  there  all  of  European 
nationality  and  also  the  Company’s  servants,  and  that  this  war  was 
caused  because  the  said  Mogul  claimed  restitution  of  everything 
which,  during  the  last  ten  years,  had  been  takeu  from  him  or  his. 
Also  that  the  councillor  ordinary,  the  Hon.  Valkenier  would,  as 
admiral  of  the  return  fleet,  consisting  of  only  five  or  six  ships, 
follow  (the  “ London  ”)  in  about  six  weeks’  time,  and  that  a certain 
pirate,  who  h id  lost  his  ship  in  China,  had  with  a small  vessel 
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captured  a Portuguese  ship  carrying  50  guns,  which  came  from 
Makkau,  and  that  they  proceeded  with  it  to  the  coast  of  Java,  in 
order  to  call  at  the  island  Cornu  Java.  That  they  had  wrecked 
the  vessel  on  the  rocks  there ; that  having  gone  on  shore,  twelve  of 
them  were  captured  by  the  Governor  of  Japara  and  sent  to  Batavia, 
where  nobody  had  access  to  them.  Heavy  South  Easters. 

November  14. — Birthday  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  The 
two  English  ships  fire  a salute  each  By  the  Governor’s  orders 
the  same  was  done  from  the  Castle 

November  17. — Hendrik  Yerbeek,  who  had  killed  a man  on  the 
31st  October  last,  sentenced  to  death. 

November  18. — A fine  rain  for  the  growing  crops  (thank  God). 
This  morning  the  condemned  man  was  informed  that  he  was  to 
prepare  himself  for  exchanging  this  life  for  death  on  Saturday 
next  by  means  of  an  arquebusade. 

November  21. — The  above  sentence  carried  out.  The  whole  is 
given.  The  prisoner  as  usual  to  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  trial , fyc. 

November  22. — After  service,  the  wagons  of  the  expedition  were 
despatched  as  far  as  the  “ Kuilen  ” (See  Berg’s  letter  in  vol.  of 
despatches,  1699). 

N ovember  23. — This  morning  early,  when  the  gates  opened,  the 
Governor  and  some  Councillors  proceeded  to  Stellenbosch,  Draken- 
stein,  Tygerbergen,  &c.,  not  only  to  have  a look  at  those  places, 
but  to  give  out  in  freehold  to  newly  arrived  freemen  some  lands, 
and  so  help  them  on  their  legs. 

November  25. — An  attempt  at  burglary  in  a house  in  Table 
Valley.  The  burglars  detected,  but  escaped,  taking  with  them 
some  trifles. 

November  27. — The  “ Wezel”  proceeds  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  fish 
for  the  Company’s  slaves.  A fine  rain  fell  to  help  the  corn. 

November  29. — The  Rev.  P.  Calden  being  away  with  the 
Governor,  the  services  were  read  by  the  sick  visitor,  H.  Lussing. 

December  2. — Five  men  of  Bergh’s  expedition  return  with  175 
cattle  and  226  sheep,  obtained  from  the  Hessequas  and  other 
neighbouring  Hottentot  tribes. 

December  6. — Arrival  of  the  “ Waalstroom  ” after  a most 
disastrous  passage  from  Batavia.  Reported  to  be  unseaworthy, 
and  hence  unfit  to  proceed  home.  She  was  even  too  bad  to  be 
repaired,  and  brought  36  dead  and  20  sick. 

December  14. — Return  of  the  Governor  in  the  evening  in  good 
health. 

December  20. — Services  as  usual  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Calden. 

December  25. — The  ordinary  Christmas  services. 

December  26. — Preparation  service  for  to-morrow’s  Sacrament. 
A fine  rain  fell.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a S.  W.  breeze — 
fine  weather — the  whole  day. 

December  28. — Arrival  of  the  English  vessel  “ Margate,”  Captain 
Sam:  Burges,  from  Madagascar.  She  was  at  once  boarded  by  a 
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boat  of  the  English  vessel  “ Loyal  Merchant,”  also  here,  which 
brought  her  captain  on  board  of  the  latter,  where  he  was  asked 
why  he  did  not  salute  the  “ Loyal  Merchant.”  He  replied  that 
he  did  not  know  she  was  a King’s  ship,  and  was  kept  on  boai’d  as 
a pirate.  More  than  once  the  boat  passed  to  and  fro,  and  we 
could  not  find  out  what  was  going  on,  or  why  the  captain  of  the 
“ Margate  ” did  not  come  on  shore,  according  to  English  custom. 
In  the  evening,  however,  a boat  landed  with  seven  persons,  all 
English,  excepting  one  Hamburger,  who  had  fled  towards  the 
shore,  two  of  whom  at  once  absented  themselves  inland.  The 
Hamburger  reported  to  the  Governor  that  they  had  come  from 
Madagascar  with  120  slaves,  intending  to  proceed  to  Bermuda, 
that  the  captain  and  14  of  his  men  had  been  taken  from  his  board 
by  Captain  Lowth  of  the  “Loyal  Merchant”  and  kept  on  the 
latter ; and  that  the  “ Margate  ” was  in  possession  of  men  of  the  L M. 
The  five  men  were  ordered  by  the  Governor  to  be  kept  in  the 
Castle,  whilst  search  was  to  be  made  for  the  two  others.  Moreover, 
three  deputies  were  sent  on  board  the  vessels  to  inquire  into  the 
reasons  of  this  proceeding,  who  reported  that  Captain  Lowth  had 
told  them  that  by  virtue  of  his  commission  granted  to  him  by  the 
King  of  England,  he  had  seized  the  “ Margate  ” as  a pirate,  and 
taken  the  captain  and  men  on  his  own  ship,  and  likewise  requested 
that  the  Governor  would  not  interfere.  A boat  was  also  sent, 
during  the  absence  of  the  deputies,  to  the  “ Margate,”  as  it  had 
already  grown  dark.  But  the  men  of  the  “ Loyal  Merchant  ” who 
were  on  board  had  with  drawn  swords  called  out  to  our  men  that 
they  would  have  no  Hollanders  there,  at  the  same  time  clashing 
their  swords  against  each  other.  About  ten  in  the  evening  Captain 
Lowth  and  his  chief  mate  Cornelis  Brouwer  called  on  the  Governor, 
who  after  some  discussion  strongly  protested  against  his  having 
violated  our-  rights  on  the  roadstead,  and  stated  that  before  adopting 
such  a strange  course  he  ought  to  have  given  notice  to  him  of  his 
intentions.  Captain  Lowth  showed  his  commission,  which  gave 
him  full  authority  to  act  against  English  pirates  and  their 
adherents,  stating  that  from  information  received,  there  were  22 
pirates  on  board,  and  that  he  would  send  copies  of  that  information 
to  the  Governor  to-morrow,  promising  to  be  on  shore  again  to 
speak  further  on  the  subject. 

December  29. — Meeting  of  the  Council.  New  members  elected 
for  the  different  boards.  Captain  Lowth  and  his  mate  land  late 
at  night  to  confer  further  with  the  Governor  about  his  seizure  of 
the  “ Margate  ” and  the  right  that  he  had  of  doing  so.  He  showed 
his  Royal  Commission  with  the  great  seal  of  England  hanging  to 
it, — A copy  was  made  of  the  same  at  the  desire  of  the  Governor, 
who  having  informed  himself  of  the  contents,  provisionally  (it 
being  too  late  in  the  night  to  protest  in  writing,  and  the  Captain 
having  to  hurry  on  board  of  the  prize  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
motion there,  notified  to  him  by  a signal  gun),  protested  by  word 
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of  mouth  most  strongly  and  emphatically  against  the  violence  and 
the  infraction  of  the  rights  of  the  roadstead  committed  by  him  in 
his  unheard  of  proceedings,  and  without  giving  the  least  informa- 
tion to  the  Governor  beforehand. 

December  30. — In  the  morning  early,  the  Governor  sent  a 
written  protest  on  board  by  the  hands  of  the  Secunde  Elsevier, 
fiscal  Blesius,  the  Cashier  Henricus  Munkerns,  and  Gerrit  Coper, 
skipper  of  the  “ Waalstroom,”  and  also  Hugo  de  Goyer,  Secretary 
of  the  Council.  The  document  was  delivered  in  the  name  of  the 
Lords  Directors,  and  was  as  follows : — The  Secretary  H.  de  Goyer 
is  hereby  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  Secunde  Elsevier,  &c., 
in  the  name  of  the  Governor,  &c.,  who  gives  the  notice,  to 
Captain  Lowth,  Commander  of  the  East  India  Company’s  ship 
“ Loyal  Merchant,”  armed  with  a Royal  Commission,  whether  he 
be  on  board  or  on  land,  and  who  is  to  receive  this  notification,  and 
to  hand  him  the  following  notice  and  protest  against  this  infrac- 
tion and  violence  committed  on  the  rights  of  this  roadstead  on  the 
28th  inst.,  by  taking  and  overpowering  the  English  ship  “Margate.” 
Notice  as  follows: — That  the  Governor  (de  Heer  insinuant)  did 
not  see  or  hear  without  great  dissatisfaction  that  the  “ Margate,” 
whose  Captain’s  name  is  Samuel  Burges,  coming  as  is  said  from 
Madagascar  with  slaves  and  destined  for  New  York,  and  which 
had  anchored  here  at  1 1 a.m.  under  the  protection  of  the 
“ insinuant  ” and  saluted  the  Castle,  being  saluted  in  return,  had 
at  once  been  boarded  by  the  “Loyal  Merchant”  (den  geinsinueer- 
den) , whose  captain  had  by  some  means  or  other  managed  to  get  its 
commander  on  his  board  and  so  prevented  him  from  landing  to 
pay  the  usual  compliments  and  make  the  necessary  request  for  the 
refreshments  required.  That  the  sailing  of  the  boat  from  one 
vessel  to  the  other  made  the  Governor  suppose  that  all  were  busy 
writing  and  forwarding  letters,  and  that  that  was  the  reason  why 
Captain  S.  Burges  did  not  come  on  shore.  That  late  in  the  after- 
noon the  Governor  heard  from  the  fugitives  of  the  “ Margate  ” 
that  you,  the  party  complained  of,  did  not  only  keep  Burges 
under  arrest  but  13  or  14  others  besides,  placing  all  in  irons  as 
pirates.  That  further  you  kept  possession  of  the  vessel  with 
armed  men,  that  this  was  shortly  afterwards  confirmed  by  your 
chief  mate  Cornelius  Brouwer.  That  upon  this  the  Governor  at 
once,  in  order  to  maintain  the  rights  of  this  roadstead,  sent,  in  the 
name  of  the  Hon.  East  India  Company  two  commissioners  to  ask 
Captain  Lowth  the  reason  of  this  strange  and  improper  pro- 
ceeding, who  replied,  when  on  shore,  that  he  had  done  so  by  virtue 
of  his  royal  commission,  as  he  considered  the  men  to  be  pirates. 
Against  this  the  Governor  in  order  to  maintain  the  good  rights  of 
his  masters,  protested  provisionally,  by  word  of  mouth,  maintaining 
according  to  every  principle  of  law  that  if  the  vessel  as  asserted 
was  a pirate  or  carried  pirates,  the  duty  of  capturing  it  was  not 
that  of  the  “ Loyal  Merchant  ” but  of  our  masters,  the  more  so  as 
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it  was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  grounds  of  this  roadstead,  that 
therefore  the  Governor  had  a preferent  right,  and  that  if  Captain 
Lowth  had  any  intention  of  the  sort,  he  should  have  beforehand 
given  the  necessary  notice  to  the  Governor.  This  however,  he  had 
omitted  to  do,  but  adhered  to  what  he  had  done  by  virtue  of  his 
commission,  keeping  for  himself  alone  the  “Margate”  with  her 
men,  cash,  and  goods,  and  manning  that  vessel  with  his  own  crew, 
in  this  way  openly  infringing  the  rights  of  these  roads  and  con- 
temning them.  The  Governor  therefore  deems  it  advisable  to 
inquire  of  Captain  Lowth  in  a friendly  way,  but  nevertheless 
judicially,  whether  he  is  inclined  to  leave  the  Lords  and  Principals 
of  the  Governor  in  the  quiet  and  just  possession  of  this  roadstead 
and  to  withdraw  his  hands  from  the  “ Margate,”  her  men,  money, 
and  goods,  and  to  restore  her  to  the  state  in  which  she  was  before, 
on  her  arrival  here,  as  in  case  of  refusal  the  Governor  in  the 
name  of  his  masters  protests  against  all  violence  and  infraction, 
and  likewise  all  injuries  and  losses  which  the  said  East  India 
Company  may  suffer  in  consequence,  being  determined  to  require 
them  all  from  him  by  all  lawful  means,  wherever,  and  in  what 
manner  such  may  he  deemed  fit,  and  that  the  Governor  intends  to 
report  the  whole  case  to  Europe. — (Signed)  W.  A.  van  der  Stel. 

The  following  is  the  answer  of  Captain  Lowth : — 

“ Shippe  Loyal  Marchand  at  the  Cape  Good  Hope,  December 
the  20/30  1699.  I doe  own  that  ij  have  received  a protest  from 
the  Gouvernor  of  this  place,  in  answer  to  which,  ij  doe  by  vertue  of 
my  King’s  Commission  seeze  on  ye  ship  Margitt  her  people  and  all 
her  lodeing,  and  likewise  will  keep  tho  same  in  possession  and 
demand  eight  of  her  company  now  on  shore.  (Signed).  On 
hoard  his  Majesty’s  shippe  Loyal  Marchand  the  20/30  December 
1699.  Matthew  Lowth.  On  the  back  was  endorsed  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  that  the  protest  had  been  delivered  in 
proper  form. 

About  eight  or  nine  in  the  evening  another  small  English 
vessel  the  “ Yine  ” (pink)  arrived.  About  5 o’clock,  the  chief 
mate  of  the  “ Loyal  Merchant  ” came  to  inform  the  Governor  that 
the  captive  pirates  on  board  his  vessel  had  informed  Captain 
Lowth  that  the  coming  vessel  was  a.  pirate,  and  to  find  out  the 
truth,  the  Governor  and  mate  agreed  when  the  vessel  arrived,  that 
the  mate  should  hang  in  the  rigging  of  the  “ Margate  ” two  lights 
above  each  other  as  a certain  sign  that  such  was  the  case.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  Governor  received  a letter  from  Captain  Lowth 
regarding  the  approaching  pirate,  but  the  former  not  being  well 
pleased  with  the  proceedings  of  the  latter  and  in  order  not  to  be 
deceived  by  the  English,  nor  to  allow  the  latter  to  leave  with  the 
probable  prize,  as  they  would  with  the  first,  decided  in  order  to 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  roadstead,  to  order  the  skipper  of  the 
“ Waalstroom  ” and  the  mate  of  the  “ Nieuwland  ” at  once  to  pro- 
ceed on  board,  fill  their  boat  with  armed  men,  and  lie  alongside 
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the  “ Waalstroom  ” to  see  that  no  boat  of  the  “ Loyal  Merchant  ” 
boarded  her.  That  should  any  go  thither,  they  were  at  once  to 
do  the  same  to  prevent  Captain  Lowth  from  boarding,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  company  take  the  vessel  under  thei.r  protection,  with 
express  orders  to  take  good  care  that  the  said  unknown  vessel,  its 
men,  or  goods,  were  not  in  the  least  injured  by  these  men.  Further 
the  Governor  placed  40  soldiers  on  board  the  English  ship  in  case 
that,  should  any  misunderstanding  arise  between  Lowth  and  the 
men  of  the  same,  they  were  to  help  the  men  in  the  boats.  More- 
over, the  wharf  master  Jan  Brommert  boarded  the  pirate  to  ask 
what  ship  it  was,  &c. 

The  weather  was  calm  and  the  water  smooth.  The  Governor, 
receiving  no  news  about  what  was  taking  place  on  the  roadstead, 
resolved  to  go  on  board  the  “ Waalstroom”  with  the  Secunde  S. 
Elzevier  and  H.  de  Goyer  to  be  nearer  the  scene  of  action  and  be 
able  the  sooner  to  give  the  necessary  orders.  The  captain  of  that 
vessel  reported  that  the  English  boat  had  boarded  the  suspected 
pirate  as  soon  as  it  had  anchored,  and  shortly  after  returned  with 
its  captain,  Thomas  Warren,  to  the  “ Loyal  Merchant.”  Shortly 
afterwards  a boat  of  this  new  arrival  boarded  the  “ Margate,”  and 
the  men  of  the  “ Waalstroom,”  which  was  anchored  very  near, 
heard  that  as  soon  as  the  men  came  on  board  they  were  made 
prisoners  ; that  this  caused  great  commotion ; that  immediately 
two  lights  were  hoisted  in  the  main  rigging  of  the  “ Loyal  Mer- 
chant,” and  a musket  was  fired  as  a signal ; that  upon  this  the 
boat  of  the  “ Loyal  Merchant  ” sailed  to  the  pirate,  and  likewise 
the  boat  of  the  “ Waalstroom,”  which,  with  its  armed  men,  took 
possession  for  safe  custody  of  the  said  pirate. 

During  the  night,  thank  God,  the  frigate  “ Peter  and  Paul  ” 
returned  from  Madagascar  with  198  slaves  (of  whom  14  had  died), 
and  a quantity  of  ebony  for  Europe. 

December  31. — This  morning  the  Governor  received  a sealed 
letter  from  Captain  Lowth,  which  was  at  once  replied  to. 

This  afternoon  the  Administrator  Elzevier,  Fiscal  Biesius,  and 
Secretary  de  Goyer  proceed  to  the  “ Wyngaard  pink  ” to  examine 
the  fourteen  passengers  on  board,  who  had  roamed  about  the  Red 
Sea  and  elsewhere  as  pirates,  and  now  helped  themselves  with  the 
general  pardon  of  the  King  of  England. 

Hut  as  these  Commissioners  do  not  understand  the  English 
language  so  exactly,  the  doctor  on  board  undertook  to  have  ready 
to-morrow  the  declarations  of  the  fourteen  mentioned.  Upon  this 
they  returned  to  land.  The  Governor  received  a second  letter 
from  Captain  Lowth. 

The  Almighty  thanked  for  his  mercies  during  the  past  year. 
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1700. 

January  1. — Heavy  south-easter  since  yesterday.  New  Year — 
ealute  from  the  Castle  as  usual.  Governor  congratulated  by  the 
chief  of  the  Company’s  servants  and  the  burghers.  Service  held 
in  commemoration  of  the  circumcision  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

January  2. — The  184  slaves  landed  from  the  “ Peter  and  Paul  ” 
The  captain  of  the  “ Wyngaard  ” pink  lands  from  the  “ Loyal 
Merchant,”  having  been  released  from  irons  and  set  free.  He 
informed  the  Governor  how  Captain  Lowth  had  treated  him  and 
sent  him,  as  having  no  cause  of  action  against  him,  to  his  own  vessel. 

In  the  evening  Captain  Lowth  sent  his  officer  to  ask  the 
Governor  for  a written  reply  to  his  letter,  which  was  at  once  given  ; 
and  as  Captain  Lowth  had  removed  his  men  from  the 
“ Wyngaard  ” pink,  the  Company’s  men  were  all  landed  about  ten 
in  the  evening,  without  anybody  having  been  injured  by  them  on 
board. 

January  3. — The  above  vessel  salutes  the  Castle.  Rev.  Calden 
officiates  at  Stellenbosch  and  arranges  church  affairs  there  as  usual. 
Another  letter  received  from  Captain  Lowth. 

January  4. — As  this  day  was,  according  to  the  old  style,  Christmas 
day,  the  “ Loyal  Merchant  ” discharged  all  her  aims. 

January  5.  — Arrival  of  Danish  return  ship,  “ Christian  us 
Quintus,”  Captain  Cornelis  Krynsz  Rood,  from  Tranquebar. 
The  Captain  reports  that  he  had  left  Copenhagen  in  December 
1698,  that  he  had  wished  to  call  here,  but  the  weather  being 
unfavourable  and  the  crew  well,  he  had  gone  on,  but  shortly  after- 
wards his  men  and  himself  became  very  ill,  so  that  he  could  hardly 
finish  the  voyage.  He  declared  that  he  would  never  again  pass 
this  place  for  the  reasons  mentioned. 

January  7. — The  “ Amy  ” sent  to  Saldanha  Bay  for  fish  for  the 
Company’s  slaves  and  hospital. 

January  8. — Every  care  taken  to  provide  proper  nourishment 
and  good  clothing  for  the  newly-arrived  slaves. 

January  11. — This  being  Neiv  Year,  old  style,  those  on  board  the 
“Loyal  Merchant  ” discharged  their  guns  with  much  joy. 

January  14. — As  the  farmers  were  hut  slowly  bringing  in  their 
grain,  the  Landdrost  was  ordered  to  tell  them  to  deliver  at  the 
Company’s  stores  here  as  much  corn  as  they  can  spare,  and  not  to 
delay  in  doing  so. 

January  15. — The  “Loyal  Merchant”  leaves  with  its  prize  the 
“ Margate,”  as  it  is  said,  for  India. 

January  16  —The  folio wiug  plaocaat  published  by  order  of  the 
directors : — To  grant  the  meat  contract  to  those  who  were  pre- 
pared to  sell  at  the  lowest  rates  per  lb.,  &c.,  i.e.,  2\  stivers  heavy 
money.  One  alone  or  in  partnership  with  others. 

January  17. — Rev.  Calden  and  an  elder  proceed  to  Drakenstein 
to  audit  the  poor  accounts  there,  &c. 


January  18. — A fishing  boat  overturned  at  Salt  River,  one  black 
man  drowned. 

January  19. — The  body  examined,  and  the  verdict  was  that 
death  had  resulted  from  drowning.  The  corpse  was  given  to  the 
widow  for  burial.  The  Commissioners  appointed  to  make  the 
annual  returns,  return  this  day  from  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein. 

January  20. — The  general  placcaat  published  this  day. 

January  25. — Arrival  of  the  Ordinary  Councillor  and  Commis- 
sioner for  this  Government,  likewise  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  the 
Hon.  Wouter  Yalkenier,  in  the  “ Cattendyk,”  &c. 

January  26. — The  Commissioner  welcomed  on  board  by  the 
Governor  and  other  officers  of  rank,  and  thence  conducted  by  them 
on  shore,  where  he  was  received  by  the  burghers  and  the  military, 
and  the  discharge  of  muskets  and  cannon,  &c. 

January  27.  — Strong  south-east  wind.  Nevertheless  the 
Governor  and  Secunde  and  Fiscal  board  the  “ Concordia  ” to  wel- 
come the  Vice-Admiral  and  Councillor  Extraordinary  Wybrand 
Lyeochthon,  but  the  wind  was  too  strong  to  land. 

January  28. — The  Governor  and  party  land.  Arrangements 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  Vice-Admiral,  who,  with  wife  and 
family,  landed  this  morning,  and  were  welcomed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner, the  Governor,  other  officials  and  their  wives. 

January  29. — The  Hon.  Commissioner  presents  his  credentials 
to  the  Council  here,  dated  21st  November,  1699,  as  follows  • — 
Willem  van  Outhoorn,  Governor-General,  &c.,  with  greeting  to 
the  reader.  Whereas  the  directors  in  their  preceding  letters  and 
specially  in  1656  have  been  pleased  to  order  that  he,  to  whom  the 
command  of  the  return  fleet  to  Holland  shall  be  entrusted,  shall 
be  likewise  qualified  and  empowered  as  Commissioner  to  inspect 
the  Company’s  affairs  at  the  Cape,  in  order  to  give  an  exact  report 
of  the  condition  there  to  their  Honours  in  the  Fatherland  (although 
for  some  years,  in  consequence  of  the  conversion  of  the  Adminis- 
tration into  a Government  according  to  further  orders  and  arrange- 
ments of  the  Seventeen,  this  has  not  been  precisely  carried  out, 
except  that  last  year  Advocate  Daniel  Heins,  Extraordinary 
Councillor  of  India  and  Admiral  of  the  return  fleet  was  empowered 
by  us  for  this  object),  we  have  in  council  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1699,  decided,  as  Mr.  Wouter  Yalkenier,  Councillor  of  India  and 
late  president  of  the  Court  of  Justice  here,  has  requested  leave  to 
return  home,  to  appoint  him  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  and  also  Com- 
missioner to  inspect  the  affairs  of  the  Cape  Government,  with 
authority  and  power,  should  he  find  it  necessary  and  expedient,  to 
make  such  further  or  better  regulations  for  the  future,  as,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  directors  or  this  Government,  he  may  deem 
proper,  and  likewise  in  accordance  with  the  particular  instructions 
of  the  masters  for  the  Commissioners  and  Inspectors  of  the  different 
offices  in  India,  as  framed  of  old. 

We  therefore  order  the  Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  or  whoever 
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may  be  in  his  place,  at  the  time  of  the  Commissioner's  arrival,  and 
all  others,  without  exception,  living  under  the  Cape  Government, 
to  acknowledge  Commissioner  Valckenier  as  such,  to  respect  and 
obey  him,  and  render  him  all  assistance  in  the  execution  of  his 
charge  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  according  to  the  oath  by 
which  everyone  is  bound  to  the  Company,  as  we  have  considered 
this  proper  in  the  service  of  the  same,  and  in  fulfilment  of  the 
orders  of  our  principals.  Dated  at  Batavia  on  the  island  Great 
Java  this  21st  day  of  November,  1699.  (Signed)  W.  van 
Outhoorn. 

J anuary  29. — Meeting  of  Council  (continued) . Broad  Council. — 
The  Commissioner  Yalkenier  refers  to  the  above  commission,  which 
the  Council  at  once  acknowledges ; he,  however,  declines  to  be 
publicly  presented  to  the  people,  and  declares  that  as  the  Governor 
lately  arrived  from  the  Fatherland,  was,  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  directors,  to  redress  the  affairs  of  this  Government  hence- 
forth, and  is  well  acquainted  with  them  (some  changes  having 
already  been  made  last  year  when  the  Hon.  Commissioner  D. 
Heins  was  here),  and  as  since,  according  to  information  received, 
nothing  of  importance  had  happened,  and  no  complaints  had 
reached  the  ears  of  the  Governor,  he  would  defer  all  Government 
affairs  to  his  wise  management,  and  keep  himself  employed  only 
with  those  of  the  return  fleet  that  the  ships  might  be  able  to  leave 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  chief  interests  of  the  masters  were 
centred  in  them.  . . . The  unseaworthy  condition  of  the  “ Waal- 
stroom  ” now  anchored  in  the  bay  is  fully  gone  into. 

Eleven  pirates  on  the  fleet  to  remain  confined  on  board.  They 
might  swim  away  from  Kobben  Island,  and  prisoners  have  been 
known  to  escape  from  the  Castle. 

The  Governor  refers  to  the  poor  harvest,  caused  by  floods  and 
succeeding  droughts ; the  consequent  want  of  grain  here,  and  the 
necessity  of  making  provision  for  supplies. 

February  4-6. — The  Commissioner  daily  busy  with  Company’s 
affairs  aud  those  of  the  return  fleet  particularly.  On  the  5th  he 
inspected  the  Fort  and  its  condition  inside,  also  the  stores  and  the 
poor  dwellings  of  some  servants  of  the  Company.  Notice  given 
on  the  6th  that  all  who  were  inclined  to  supply  meat  at  2j,-  stivers 
heavy  money  per  lb.  were  to  give  notice  at  the  Secretariat. 

February  lb. — Captain  Bergh  returns  from  the  cattle  expedi- 
tion, having  had  a fair  success. 

February  11. — Two  outward  bound  anchored  in  Saldanha  Bay; 
particulars  given  in  their  letters ; were  urged  to  make  every  effort 
to  reach  this  place.  Fuel  might  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Saldanha  Bay. 

February  13.—  -Corporal  Godfried  Douderstadt  sent  to  Saldanha 
Bay  to  collect  salt.  > 

February  15. — The  Governor  and  others  proceed  to  the  Salt 
Valley  to  inspect  the  salt-pan,  which  seemed  to  yield  poorly. 
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February  17. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Commissioner  lays  on 
the  table  a memorial  of  the  ex-Couneillor  Henning  Huysing 
asking  that  he  might  have  for  the  period  of  ten  years  the  meat 
contract  of  the  Company.  This  was  granted.  (See  the  conditions 
annexed  to  the  resolution). 

It  having  hitherto  been  the  custom  that  whenever  a freeman 
loaned  a Company’s  servant,  the  half  of  his  pay  was  paid  into  the 
Company’s  treasury,  by  which  means  off  and  on  some  losses  had 
been  sustained,  it  was  decided  at  once  to  suspend  the  pay  of  all 
servants  entering  the  service  of  freemen,  until  the  loan  time  has 
expired  or  the  Governor  requires  them  again  for  the  Compauy. 

According  to  the  despatch  of  the  directors,  dated  27th  July, 
1699,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  trade  with  the  Hottentots  open 
to  all,  on  condition,  however,  that  should  the  Company  require 
any  draft  cattle,  the  freemen  shall  whenever  so  ordered  by  the 
Governor,  supply  as  many  as  may  be  wanted  at  f.10  each ; every 
freeman  in  proportion  to  the  cattle  held  by  him. 

The  cashier,  H.  Munkerus,  and  the  bookkeeper,  Jacobus  Cruse, 
commissioned  to  find  out  from  the  “Free  books”  the  good  and 
bad  debts  of  the  freemen  in  arrear,  and  to  report. 

Contract  with  Huysing.  Reference  made  to  despatch  of  27th 
July  1699,  allowing  free  trade  with  the  Hottentots,  and  desiring 
that  all  such  cattle  obtained,  when  fattened,  shall  be  supplied  to 
the  Company ; that  only  Huysing  had  offered  himself  for  the  con- 
tract, and  that  the  following  was  agreed  to : — That  Huysing  shall 
supply  for  ten  years  beef  and  mutton  at  2J  stivers  heavy  money, 
i.e.,  European  or  half-bred  sheep ; the  liver  and  lungs  of  an  ox  at 
12  stivers,  and  of  a sheep  at  6 stivers ; two  Commissioners  always 
to  be  at  hand  to  examine  and  approve  of  the  meat. 

After  the  best  cattle  of  the  Company  has  been  selected,  the  con- 
tractor must  take  over  the  rest,  viz  , sheep  at  3 and  cattle  at  12 
Cape  guilders  each,  and  should  the  contract  expire  he  shall  deliver- 
the  same  number  to  the  Company  at  the  same  price,  if  required. 

Hides  to  be  supplied  at  I Rd.  and  sheepskins  for  nothing.  He 
is  also  to  supply  two  good  sureties. 

The  Company  allows  him  the  use  of  the  “ Three  fountains  ” on 
this  side  of  the  “ Groenekloof,”  and  thence  towards  the  beach  on 
the  other  side  under  the  “ Dassenberg  ” and  towards  Saldanha  Bay 
for  depasturing  his  flocks  and  sowing  corn  for  his  people.  No  one 
shall  be  allowed  to  inconvenience  or  injure  him  there,  as  long  as 
he  properly  carries  out  the  contract.  The  ground  to  remain  the 
property  of  the  Company. 

The  Company  shall  allow  him  1,000  lbs.  tobacco  annually  with 
^ per  cent,  profit  on  cost  price.  Should  the  contractor  be  robbed 
by  hostile  Hottentots  and  so  become  unable  to  supply,  the  Com- 
pany shall  assist  him  in  every  way. 

At  the  first  opportunity  the  Compauy  will  build  a uew  slaughter- 
house and  a kraal,  in  which  ten  cattle  can  be  killed  with  proper 
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cleanliness ; the  manure,  however,  shall  be  for  the  Company, 
which  will  remove  it  at  its  own  cost. 

For  making  kraals,  stations,  &c.,  the  contractor  is  allowed  ten 
months.  In  the  meantime  the  Company’s  cattle  may  be  killed, 
&c.,  &c.  Signed  on  the  17th  February,  1700,  by  H.  Huysingh, 
and  as  sureties  by  C.  H.  Diepenauw  and  A.  Tas,  in  presence  of 
the  Secretary,  H.  de  Coyer. 

Day  of  departure  for  the  fleet  fixed.  . . . 

February  20. — Meeting  of  Council.  Regarding  the  cargo  of  the 
“ Waalstroom.” 

In  consequence  of  the  complaints  of  the  brandy  and  wine  lessee 
Stephen  Yermey,  and  that  his  wife  and  children  may  not  be  made 
destitute,  it  was  resolved  to  let  him  pay  the  amount  of  the  half- 
year’s  lease,  and  to  put  up  again  to  public  competition  at  the 
Company’s  expense  the  remaining  term  of  the  same.  The  request 
however  of  Jacob  Vogel,  lessee  of  imported  beer,  was  refused  as 
groundless. 

February  25. — The  brandy  lease,  above  mentioned,  realised 
f.2,500. 

February  27. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “Waalstroom”  after 
discharge  is  found  to  be  unseaworthy.  She  had  already  been  unsea- 
worthy as  it  appeared , before  she  left  Amsterdam.  Decided  to  break 
her  up,  and  to  sell  all  the  tobacco  in  the  stores  as  fast  as  possible 

March  2. — The  Commissioner  leaves  in  state. 

M arch  4. — Every  one  busy  wine  pressing. 

March  9. — Letter  received  from  the  boat’s  crew  left  behind  at 
Saldanha  Bay  by  the  “ Oestgeest  ” and  “ Lek  ” — their  vain 
attempts  to  leave,  their  sufferings,  and  their  anxiety  to  rejoin  their 
ships. 

March  11. — Meeting  of  Council.  Promotions  of  some  servants. 
Two  deserters  brought  back  from  Holland  by  the  above  named 
vessels,  well  flogged  by  the  “ Caff  res  ” ; also  another  for  stealing 
an  oar. 

March  18. — Meeting  of  Council.  Resolutions  regarding  the 
cargoes  of  the  “ Waalstroom  ” and  the  “ Lek  ” ; the  latter  to  carry 
to  Holland  the  cargo  of  the  former  aud  also  300  pieces  of  ebony 
from  Mauritius.  The  frigate  “Peter  and  Paul”  to  accompany 
the  “ Oestgeest  ” to  Batavia  with  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  “ Lek.” 

March  21. — Sunday.  Usual  services.  Arrival  of  the  English 
ship  “ Godsfrugt  ” (Piety),  Captain  Harrison,  from  London,  with 
30  guns  and  75  men,  destined  for  China. 

March  23. — A corpse  found  in  the  downs  near  the  place  of 
execution  among  the  bushes.  Wild  animals  had  eaten  away  the 
face  and  other  portions  of  the  body ; no  recognition  was  possible, 
hut  the  tie  around  the  neck,  through  which  a small  stick  had  been 
passed,  showed  that  he  had  been  strangled. 

March  24. — Various  criminals  examined  on  charges  of  burglary 
in  the  country,  and  also  three  sailors,  who  during  the  night  had 
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twice  entered  by  the  window  into  the  Company’s  marine  stores 
facing  the  sea — the  old  hospital  standing  outside  the  fort — and 
stolen  various  articles  from  the  same,  selling  them  at  a low  price 
to  the  burghers. 

March  28. — The  Governor  gives  the  usual  farewell  dinner  to 
the  skippers  of  the  Ceylon  fleet. 

April  3. — In  a letter  to  the  Landdrost  the  Governor  refers  to 
the  steady  growth  of  the  Drakenstein  parish,  and  the  necessity  of 
appointing  a sick  visitor  and  schoolmaster  for  the  maintenance  and 
furtherance  of  the  true  reformed  Christian  religion  there ; and  to 
teach  the  youth  reading  and  writing.  The  Dutch  congregation 
(de  Duytsche  gemeente),  he  felt,  should  be  provided  with  a fit  and 
proper  person  ; and  in  order  to  meet  this  want,  he  mentioned  that 
he  had  appointed  Jacobus  de  Groot  of  Haarlem,  who  is  well  versed 
in  reading,  writing  and  the  French  language,  and  has  for  three  and 
a half  years  acted  with  great  credit  in  the  town  of  Galle  as  sick 
visitor.  He  is  to  be  accepted  as  such  and  as  teacher,  and  provided 
with  proper  accommodation.  Again  in  a letter  to  the  Rev.  Petrus 
Simond,  the  Governor  refers  to  the  same  matter,  and  says  that 
many  do  not  understand  the  French  language  and  live  far  away 
from  each  other ; that  consequently  they  cannot  be  very  well  served 
by  the  French  sick  visitor,  and  that  the  Dutch  children  should  also, 
as  the  Company  wishes,  be  properly  trained  in  reading  and  writing, 
and  that  therefore  J acobus  de  Groot  has  been  appointed  sick  visitor 
and  teacher. 

April  5. — The  above  mentioned  thieves  (March  24)  were 
examined,  with  the  threat  of  torture,  and  confessed,  naming  some 
of  their  accomplices,  who  had  fled. 

April  18. — The  Rev.  Calden  having  returned  from  Stellenbosch, 
conducted  the  usual  services. 

April  25. — Sunday.  Meeting  of  Council.  Ship’s  affairs. 

May  7. — To-day  two  prisoners  sentenced  yesterday  were,  for 
having  fought,  dipped  from  the  yard-arm  and  flogged. 

All  the  farmers  are  complaining  of  drought,  as  the  ground  is 
too  hard  to  plough  without  rain,  and  the  cattle  for  want  of  pasture 
is  very  poor  and  dying.  Prayer  should  be  made  to  Almighty  God 
to  preserve  us  from  a third  bad  harvest,  as  our  condition  would 
otherwise  be  very  miserable. 

May  8. — The  three  thieves  who  had  stolen  from  the  C unpany’s 
stores,  as  above  mentioned,  were  scourged  and  banished  to  Robben 
Island.  The  sentence  follows:  Likewise  that  of  the  two  receivers 
of  the  stolen  goods,  who  are  each  fined  Rds.  200  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Fiscal,  and  condemned  to  pay  the  costs  of  their  trial. 

May  11.— A fine  shower,  most  welcome  to  field  and  cattle;  the 
air  nice  and  warm 

Maj'  18. — The  two  French  ships  which  arrived  yesterday  land 
their  sick  and  lodge  them  in  two  tents  between  the  castle  and  the 
houses  near  the  first  watercourse.  According  to  orders,  however, 
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the  sick  pass  the  night  on  hoard,  and  return  on  shore  in  the- 
morning. 

May  19. — Fine  rain  during  the  night  and  part  of  the  day. 
God  be  thanked  for  this,  as  it  will  prepare  the  ground  for 
ploughing. 

May  20. — Ascension  day.  May  21. — Stormy  N.  W. 

May  26. — Meeting  of  Council.  Resolution  regarding  the  despatch 
of  the  return  ship  “ Yegt  ” to  Holland. 

May  28. — Fine  dry  weather.  All  busy  ploughing  and  sowing, 
trusting  that  God  may  bless  their  work. 

May  29. — Fine  weather.  The  two  French  warships  broke  up 
their  tents  on  shore  and  prepared  for  departure. 

May  30. — Pentecost.  May  31. — Heavy  thunder,  lightning  and 
rain  during  the  night  and  this  day. 

June  7. — The  French  ships  and  also  an  English  one  leave 
without  saluting  the  castle. 

June  9. — Because  of  the  small  quantity  of  grain  on  hand,  and 
in  order  to  save  the  rice  from  weavil,  for  the  first  time  this  day  the 
garrison  were  rationed  on  rice  instead  of  bread. 

The  following  notice  was  also  affixed : — That  as  Commissioner 
Valkenier  had  in  his  instructions  left  behind  here,  ordered  that  as 
soon  as  a Company’s  servant  is  loaned  by  a freeman,  his  wages 
were  at  once  to  cease  until  the  time  agreed  for  had  expired,  and 
that  no  longer  the  half  of  such  a person’s  pay  should  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  an  arrangement  which  ceases  on  the  31st  August 
next,  it  was  decided  to  notify  that  all  those  who  have  any  servants 
on  loan  must  return  them  before  that  date,  or  if  they  wish 
to  retain  them,  make  a new  contract  under  the  above  named 
instructions. 

June  11. — The  Hottentot  Captain  Coopman  having  some  days 
ago  complained  to  the  Governor  that  some  freemen  of  Drakenstein, 
under  the  plea  of  barter,  had  by  violence  taken  the  cattle  belonging 
to  him  and  his  people,  the  Governor  ordered  the  Landdrost  to 
collect  exact  information  on  the  subject  and  report  as  soon  as 
possible ; that  should  it  be  true,  provision  might  be  made  in 
accordance  with  orders  received  from  Holland,  and  the  placcaaten 
issued. 

June  12. — The  Master  Woodcutter,  Jan  Yosloo,  is  informed 
that  complaints  have  been  made  that  he  does  not  take  care  to 
provide  the  Company  with  good  and  sufficient  fuel,  that  what  is 
delivered  is  wet  and  useless,  that  the  freemen  daily  bring  dry  fuel 
into  the  Cape  in  abundance  for  their  own  use,  but  that  they  have 
no  right  to  get  any  except  on  a permit  to  be  delivered  to  him. 
That  this  is  said  not  to  be  carried  out  in  spite  of  all  admonition, 
that  he  does  not  collect  the  permits,  a proof  of  his  negligence  or 
collusion  with  the  burghers  to  the  injury  of  the  Company.  He  is 
therefore  ordered  to  procure  better  fuel  and  in  proper  quantity,, 
and  to  forward  it  in  time,  that  the  ships  need  not  wait  for  it. 
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June  15. — In  accordance  with  an  advertisement  issued  some 
time  ago  the  “ posts  ” de  “ Kuyl  ” and  “ Elsjes  kraal  ” were  sold 
by  the  Company.  The  first  one  for  f 1,300,  and  the  other  for 
f3,400. 

June  21. — The  “ Waalstroom”  is  beached  below  the  Castle  to 
be  broken  up. 

June  22. — A dead  lion  brought  from  Hottentots  Holland, 
killed  by  a trap -gun. 

June  28. — Meeting  of  Council.  Complaints  are  laid  before  the 
Governor  that  selfish  people  buy  stolen  goods  from  the  slaves,  and 
also  the  clothes  of  slaves  given  to  the  latter  to  cover  them,  and  at 
a nominal  price,  he'ping  them  to  steal  from  their  masters  and 
mistresses,  &c.  This  evil  should  be  checked  in  time,  as  nobody  is 
secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  own.  A placcaat  is  accordingly 
issued  forbidding  every  one  without  exception  to  buy  or  barter 
anything  from  a slave  who  has  no  such  authority  from  his  masters. 
Offenders  who  are  buyers  are  to  restore  the  stolen  articles,  and  for 
the  first  offence  are  to  be  fined  Rds.  50,  for  the  second  Rds.  100, 
and  for  the  third  to  he  additionally  prosecuted  as  aiders  and 
abettors,  &c. 

July  1. — General  muster  of  the  garrison  and  the  ships  in  the 
bay.  The  “ Waalstroom  ” is  being  broken  up. 

July  6. — The  following  placcaat  affixed.  (See  June  28). 

July  8.  — Heavy  storm  during  the  night  from  the  N.W. 
Many  boats  overturned,  some  very  much  injured  and  cast  on 
shore ; one  of  the  “ Byweg  ” lost  a man,  having  been  thrown  on 
shore  on  the  black  rock  above  the  fort.  The  boat  of  the 
“ Schellak  ” was  overturned  behind  her  and  a man  drowned. 
Other  boats  damaged. 

July  31. — The  weather  during  the  greater  part  of  the  month 
has  been  very  stormy.  In  the  morning  of  this  day  a corpse  was 
found  washed  up,  supposed  to  belong  to  one  of  the  ships  that  had 
left.  In  order  to  give  a helping  hand  to  the  freemen  who  had 
some  time  ago  been  sent  hither  by  the  directors  to  earn  their  living 
by  agriculture,  and  also  to  some  inhabitants  of  Drakenstein,  who  no 
longer  know  how  to  get  on ; the  Governor  sent  them  under  the 
protection  of  a corporal,  one  of  the  most  experienced  of  land 
travellers,  and  six  soldiers,  that  they  might  be  safe  from  the 
Hottentots  and  wild  animals,  with  four  wagons  laden  with  provi- 
sions, &c.  over  the  “ Roode  Zand  ” to  the  land  of  Waveren,  a fine 
region  for  cattle,  agriculture  and  tree  planting,  not  yet  inhabited 
by  any  Europeans,  where  they  might  settle  down  and  good  success 
be  looked  for.  The  wives  and  children  are  to  remain  behind  until 
further  orders,  at  least  until  the  work  there  shall  have  prospered 
somewhat. 

August  9.  — The  Landdrost,  Michiel  Ditmar,  informs  the 
Governor  that  the  wagons  of  Stellenbosch  have  been  “ com- 
manded ” and  have  arrived  at  Francois  du  Toit,  but  that  those  of 
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Drakenstein  have  not  obeyed  the  order.  Barend  Burger  said  that 
no  “ command  ” would  henceforth  be  obeyed  unless  a fine  were- 
imposed,  whilst  Corporal  Douderstadt  reported  that  the  men 
(destined  for  Waveren)  were  consuming  their  rations  in  their 
poverty.  Stricter  orders  were  therefore  required. 

The  Governor  is  surprised  that  these  Drakenstein  people  are  so 
unwilling  to  help  the  new  settlers  with  a few  wagons  to  reach 
their  place  of  destination  in  the  same  way  in  which  the  Cape  and 
Stellenbosch  had  afforded  assistance.  The  Drakenstein  people 
should  remember  that  they  had  prospered  so  far  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Company,  and  the  Governor  will  on  every  occasion 
remember  their  ingratitude  and  opposition  in  this  matter.  But  in 
order  that  the  settlers  may  not  be  hindered  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  journey  and  use  up  their  rations  without  effecting  anything 
the  landdrost  is  ordered  to  proceed  thither  in  person  and  call 
together  all  who  are  in  possession  of  wagons,  and  to  do  so  in 
presence  of  the  Heemraden,  to  read  the  Governor’s  letter,  ordering 
that  lots  shall  be  drawn  to  see  who  must  give  their  wagons,  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  freemen  across  the  Iloode  Zand,  and  that 
everyone  shall  provide  one  or  more  oxen  for  the  wagons,  or  as 
many  as  are  required.  Should  any  be  found  who  were  unwilling, 
their  names  were  to  be  put  down  and  sent  to  the  Cape,  in  order 
that  the  Government  might  on  every  occasion  show  them  its 
resentment  and  dissatisfaction  with  their  unwillingness  to  help 
and  further  the  public  welfare.  In  the  meantime  matters  were  to 
be  arranged  in  such  a way  that  the  emigrants  might  proceed 
without  delay. 

August  Id. — The  “ Wezel  ” returns  with  salt  fish  from  Saldanha 
bay,  having  been  sent  thither  with  supplies  for  that  “ Post.” 

August  14. — This  morning  a child  was  found  at  Salt  River 
before  the  door  of  a smith.  The  fiscal  discovered  the  mother  and 
her  accomplices,  and  the  child,  still  living,  was  taken  to  the  Cape. 

August  30 .—Meeting  of  Council.  Orders  received  from  home  to 
break  up  the  “ Nieuwland.”  But  the  Governor  submits  that  the 
“Peter  and  Paul”  which  had  replaced  the  “Soldaat”  had  been 
sent  to  Holland  with  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  “ Waalstroom,” 
that  no  vessel  was  at  hand  at  present,  that  they  did  not  know 
when  one  would  be  sent,  that  they  were  busy  breaking  up  the 
“ Waalstroom,”  that  the  “ Nieuwland  ” is  to  be  broken  up  on  the 
same  spot ; that  the  latter  being  left  on  the  roads  would  be  an 
intimidation  to  strangers,  and  might  if  necessary  be  used  like 
the  “ Zwarte  Leeuw  ” ; that  without  its  assistance  in  case  of 
pirates,  on  the  roadstead,  under  the  land,  or  in  Saldanha  Bay, 
great  inconvenience  might  be  caused,  and  that  for  defensive 
purposes  it  might  still  be  used  for  some  time,  and  the  Council 
accordingly  decided  to  leave  it  at  anchor  in  the  bay  for  the  present 
at  least,  until  another  ship  had  been  sent  from  home,  and  that 
notice  of  this  resolution  shall  be  given  to  the  directors. 
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It  was  further  decided  to  lease  the  sale  of  Oape  wine,  brandy, 
and  beer  on  the  same  conditions.  And  that  the  tobacco  lessee 
shall  pay  the  Company  four  heavy  skillings  per  lb.,  the  price  fixed 
by  Com.  Yalkenier  on  the  27th  Feb.  last.  At  that  price  everyone 
may  buy  it  for  cash,  but  the  lessee  will  only  be  allowed  to  sell  by 
retail. 

The  beer  licence  is  not  to  be  leased  but  left  to  the  widow 
Rutgert  Mensinck,  for  f2,950.  It  was  considered  that  last  year 
in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  harvest  she  had  to  close  her 
stores  for  six  months,  paying  her  lease  all  the  same,  and  been 
obliged  to  wait  till  December  for  the  new  corn. 

As  the  saddler  Willem  v.  Rymsdyk  cannot  earn  a living  here 
he  is  allowed  to  proceed  to  Batavia  with  his  wife  Margriet  Breug- 
mans  and  his  seven  children.  The  Lease  produced  as  follows  : — 
For  Cape  wine,  f38,800 ; for  brandy,  f6,000 ; for  Cape  and 
European  beer,  f 1,570  ; for  Malt  beer,  f2,950  ; for  tobacco,  f400  • 
Total  f49,220. 

September  5. — The  whole  garrison  mustered  early  this  Sunday 
morning  to  discover  the  mui’derer  of  the  Corporal  of  the  Generate 
Vrede  whose  body  was  found  beyond  the  houses  below  Lions  Hill, 
but  without  success. 

September  15. — The  Governor  visits  the  Company’s  post 
<£  Bommel’s  hoek.” 

September  24. — A letter  is  written  to  Landdrost  Ditmar  enclos- 
ing a notice  to  inform  the  people  that  the  directors  had  last,  year 
ordered  that  annually  as  much  wool  shorn  ft  om  the  sheep  at  the  Cape 
should  be  sent  home  as  could  be  obtained , and  chat  the  best  shearing 
time  is  at  hand.  He  is  therefore  reminded  and  ordered  to  notify  to 
the  people  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  by  notices  affixed  to 
the  Church  doors  and  other  customary  places,  that  those  who  have 
wool  sheep  are  to  shear  them  and  bring  the  wool  iu  time  for  a 
reasonable  price  to  the  Company.  He  is  to  pay  particular  attention 
to  this  as  the  masters  are  much  interested  in  the  said  wool. 

The  notice  is  as  follows  : — As  it  is  the  good  intention  of  the 
directors,  lately  communicated  to  the  Governor,  that  owners  of 
wool  sheep  should  shear  them  at  the  proper  time  in  order  to  sell 
the  wool  at  a fair  price  per  lb.  to  the  Company  and  ship  it  to 
Holland  by  the  first  return  fleet,  and  as  the  proper  time  is 
approaching,  every  one  under  Drakenstein,  Stellenbosch,  the 
Tygerbergen  and  elsewhere  in  the  Government  who  owns  sheep 
is  notified  to  shear  his  sheep  in  time,  and  to  deliver  the  wool  to 
the  Company  at  a fair  price. 

As  Captain  Jacob  de  Savoy e of  the  Drakenstein  Corps  has  left, 
Barend  Burger  (Burghard)  is  appointed  instead,  who  is  succeeded 
as  lieutenant  by  Francis  du  Toit. 

October  9. — Heavy  N.  W.  wind  and  rain,  the  boat  broke  adrift 
from  behind  the  “Nieuwland”  and  is  thrown  on  shore  at  Salt  River. 
About  noon  one  of  the  tanks  on  the  pier  was  thrown  on  shore  and 
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broken  under  the  fort.  The  whole  pier  was  very  much  damaged 
by  the  heavy  waves.  The  “ Nieuwland  ” dragged  its  anchors  and 
was  in  danger  of  being  wrecked.  Weather  abated  in  the  afternoon. 

October  14. — The  Governor  and  some  officials,  it  being  a beauti- 
ful day,  proceeded  to  Constantia  to  congratulate  his  father  on  his 
birthday,  whilst  in  the  afternoon  some  light  cannon  was  discharged 
from  the  fort. 

October  16  — To-morrow  some  freemen  with  their  wives  and 
children,  baggage,  provisions,  &c.,  will  proceed  to  the  4i  Land  of 
Waveren,”  by  wagon  across  the  lioode  Zand,  in  order  to  become 
farmers  there.  The  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Landdrost : - 
That  in  order  to  further  agriculture  more  and  more  in  the  Land 
of  Waveren,  and  that  the  number  of  people  there  may  gradually 
increase,  we  send  some  more  freemen  for  whom  we  have  provided 
three  Company’s  wagons  and  three  others  obtained  from  the  free- 
men here.  The  latters’  wagons  are  to  be  returned  from  Stellen- 
bosch and  the  freemen  there  are  to  provide  three  others,  according 
to  our  letter  of  the  9th  August.  They  are  in  their  turn  to  be 
relieved  by  those  of  Drakenstein,  that  the  freemen  may  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  Company’s  wagons,  as  has  often 
occurred,  not  be  kept  uselessly  on  the  road,  they  being  wanted 
here  very  much. 

October  17  — The  freemen,  leave  for  Waveren. 

November  1. — The  burghers  of  the  Cape  District  have  their 
annual  fair  or  meeting,  exercising  on  parade,  shooting  at  the 
target,  parrot,  &c.  This  continued  the  following  day,  but  the 
prize  Kings  were  not  obtained.  On  the  3rd  the  burgher  J acobus 
van  Brakel  became  “ King  ” of  the  Cape  Cavalry,  and  the  garrison 
bookkeeper  Jacobus  Cruse  “ King”  of  the  infantry. 

November  4. — Early  this  morning  the  burghers  were  under 
arms  on  the  plain  between  the  fort  and  the  town,  and  exercised 
before  the  Governor  and  Council.  Having  fired  a few  volleys 
they  drew  off  and  returned  home.  The  Governor  ordered  the 
necessary  refreshments  to  be  supplied  from  the  Company’s  stores. 
The  whole  went  off  without  any  trouble. 

November  5. — A mason  finding  another  asleep  on  his  bed 
stabbed  him,  but  was  prevented  by  his  comrades  from  repeating 
the  blow,  and  taken  into  custody. 

November  6. — Some  poles  on  which  the  Company’s  arms  were 
cut,  were  erected  at  the  Eietvlei  to  notify  that  the  whole  place 
was  reserved  for  the  grazing  of  the  Company’s  cattle  and  no  other. 
A notice  was  published  forbidding  all  from  trespassing.  Offenders 
were  to  be  fined  for  the  benefit  of  the  field  guards  three  stivers  for 
every  head  of  cattle,  six  stivers  for  a horse,  and  one  stiver  for  a 
sheep. 

November  15. — The  farmers  complain  that  the  corn  hitherto 
growing  so  beautifully  everywhere  and  promising  a rich  harvest, 
is  very  much  injured  by  the  drought,  that  the  heavy  South  East 
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winds  were  continually  making  matters  worse,  and  that  the  hope 
of  an  abundant  harvest  was  lessening.  The  barley  however  is 
being  cut  and  carefully  husbanded.  May  God  soon  grant  a sweet 
and  mild  rain. 

November  27. — Meeting  of  the  Council.  Two  requests  are 
received,  one  from  the  Rev.  Pierre  Simond  of  the  French  congrega- 
tion, begging  permission  to  return  home  with  the  first  return  fleet, 
and  the  other  from  the  Church  Councillors  of  that  congregation, 
containing  reasons  why  that  permission  should  be  refused.  After 
consideration  the  matter  was  properly  disposed  of 

December  9. — The  mason  who  had  stabbed  his  comrade  (Nov.  5) 
is  to  be  sentenced  on  the  11th.  Another  who  was  a Company’s 
servant,  because  he  had  absented  himself  for  nine  months  and 
lived  among  the  burghers  of  Drakenstein  as  if  he  had  been  a 
burgher  himself,  was  flogged  by  the  Caffres,  and  put  in  irons  for 
a year,  serving  as  a convict  at  hard  labour. 

December  10. — The  “ Amy  ” and  “ Dolphyn  ” ordered  back  from 
Saldanha  Bay  as  enough  oil  had  been  burnt  and  the  season  for 
fishing  was  over.  Or  the  “ Dolphyn  ” might  be  left  to  continue 
fishing  if  too  unseaworthy  to  return. 

December  11. — Jan  Cramer  of  Utrecht,  soldier  and  mason,, 
having  confessed  that  he  was  on  the  2nd  November  in  the  inn 
kept  by  the  freeman  Jan  Meyndertse  Cruywagen  in  Table  Valley, 
where  he  sat  drinking  with  many  others,  and  amongst  them  the 
mason  Hendrik  Arentsz  of  Lubeck,  that  a quarrel  had  ensued 
between  himself  and  the  latter  about  their  work,  that  the  latter 
bad  hit  him  on  his  head,  and  that  he  had  promised  to  pay  Arentsz 
off  for  the  blow,  a threat  repeated  whenever  he  was  drunk ; that 
on  the  5th  November  being  drunk,  he  had  left  the  house  of  the 
freeman  Johannes  Starren burgh  for  the  mason’s  quarters  in  the 
Castle  on  the  point  Nassouw,  that  at  the  door  he  commenced  to 
“ fulminate,”  saying,  “ you,  long  Harry,  I will  pay  you  off,” 
meaning  H.  Arentsz  ; that  the  latter  was  asleep  on  his  bed,  that 
when  he  said  this  he  resolved  to  commit  the  crime,  that  he  repeated 
the  above  words,  adding  you  shall  die  by  my  hand,  that  he  placed 
one  foot  on  his  chest  before  the  bed  of  Arentsz  and  drawing  his 
knife  inflicted  a dangerous  wound  on  the  sleeper,  before  the  others 
who  were  eating  could  prevent  him ; and  that  a second  stab  would 
have  been  inflicted  if  he  had  not  been  held  back  and  disarmed  by 
the  others,  that  he  intended  to  escape  but  was  captured ; the 
Court  of  Justice  after  having  carefully  tried  the  case  sentenced  him 
to  stand  with  the  rope  round  his  neck  on  the  place  of  execution, 
and  after  that  to  be  scourged  and  branded  and  serve  as  a convict 
on  Robben  Island  for  15  years.  He  is  further  as  usual  to  pay 
the  costs  of  the  trial. 

December  13. — A new  tank  is  erected  on  the  pier. 

December  14. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Happy  Return,” 
Captain  Randel  Brayce ; had  left  the  Thames  on  the  11th  July 
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last  for  Madagascar  to  obtain  slaves  and  convey  them  to  Barbadoes. 

December  18. — Minting  of  Council.  New  members  are  appointed 
for  the  various  boards,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Secunde  the  stock 
books  were  examined  and  losses  written  off.  Joan  Rotterdam 
made  elder  of  the  Cape,  and  Abraham  Poulle  for  the  Company, 
and  Pieter  van  der  Pool  for  the  burghers  made  deacons.  Pieter 
van  der  Byl  made  elder  of  Stellenbosch,  and  Jacobus  v.  d.  Heyden 
deacon  jau  Magnet  and  Pieter  de  Yilliers  to  remain  Elders  of 
Drakenstein,  and  Claude  Marais  and  Paul  Roux  to  be  deacons. 
Guilliam  Heems  to  be  a member  of  the  Orphan  Board  with 
Cornelius  Botma.  He  is  also  to  be  Commissioner  of  the  Marriage 
Board.  H.  Huysing  and  Abraham  Diemer  to  be  burgher 
Councillors  at  the  Cape.  Hans  Jurgen  Grein  and  Ferd.  Appel  to 
be  Heemraden  at  Stellenbosch  and  Barend  Burgaart  to  remain 
Heemraad  at  Drakenstein,  and  have  as  further  colleagues  Frans 
du  Toit  and  Hercules  du  Pre. 

December  28.— The  old  foundations  of  the  church  (the  church- 
yard being  alreadj^  provided  with  a good  wall)  having  on  examina- 
tion been  found  to  be  very  bad  and  small,  new  foundations  wore 
marked  off  by  the  church  councillors  of  a proper  depth  and  width, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  build  a suitable  church  on  them  in  the  form 
of  an  octagon.  Iu  order  to  further  this  pious  work,  the  Governor 
this  day  laid  the  first  stone,  some  of  the  councillors  following  his 
example. 

December  29. — Arrival  of  the  “Noordgouw”  frigate,  destined 
for  the  Cape. 

December  31. — God  humbly  praised  for  His  mercies  during  the 
past  year. 


1701. 

New  Year’s  Day. — Ordinary  congratulations  and  cannon  firing. 
The  Rev.  Calden  being  unwell,  no  service  was  held. 

January  7. — The  ordinary  annual  general  placcaat  is  published. 

January  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  lays  a despatch 
on  the  Table  from  India,  dated  26th  October,  1700,  stating  why 
the  “ Drie  Kroonen,”  “ Oostersteyn  ” and  “ Yenhuysen  ” are  to 
be  despatched  as  soon  as  possible,  and  before  the  arrival  of  the 
English  strips  with  their  Chinese  cargoes,  that  the  Company  may 
obtain  a good  market  for  its  cargoes  and  prevent  the  English  from 
having,  the  advantage.  The  Governor  and  Council  were  to  decide 
on  the  best  time  of  sending  them  by  the  Northern  route,  when  the 
danger  from  storms  would  not  be  so  very  great,  but  they  were  not 
to  delay  here  longer  than  the  20th  or  31st  January,  1701,  in  order 
to  be  home  by  the  end  of  May.  Also  whether  the  two  first  vessels 
shall  proceed  alone  and  the  third  remaiu  here  to  await  the  following 
ships,  if  she  be  found  to  be  a bad  sailer.  No  other  orders  to  the 
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contrary  having  been  received,  and  the  “ Yenhuysen  ” having  been 
found  to  be  a good  sailer,  it  was  decided  to  despatch  the  three 
ships  on  the  28th. 

January  16. — Return  of  the  Commissioners  deputed  to  make 
the  country  returns. 

February  21.  — Arrival  of  three  English  return  ships,  “ Anglesea,” 
“Hastings”  and  “Lizard”  from  India  via  Mauritius,  Mada- 
gascar and  the  Mayotte  Islands,  where  they  had  been  cruising  for 
nine  months  in  search  of  the  pirates,  two  of  which  had  been 
captured  and  burnt ; a portion  of  the  men  had  fled  on  shore  and  a 
portion  were  prisoners  on  board,  being  conveyed  to  London. 

March  6. — A fine  rain  during  the  night,  most  desirable  for  the 
grass  and  the  country;  it  lasted  until  the  afternoon. 

March  8. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  return  fleet  to  leave  on  the 
15th  instant. 

March  13. — Letter  received  from  the  Landdrost  that  the 
Ubiqua  Hottentots  had  crossed  the  Red  sand  and  gone  to  Riebeeks 
Kast?el,  stealing  40  cattle  belonging  to  Gerrit  Oloete.  They 
state  their  intention  to  be,  first  to  impoverish  the  freemen  and 
afterwards  attack  the  Company’s  post.  He  wishes  to  receive 
immediate  orders  as  the  Heemraden  meet  to-morrow. 

He  was  told  that  the  opinion  here  was  that  the  marauders  were 
Griquas  and  not  Ubiquas.  The  former  were  under  Captain 
Portugies.  That  his  letter  was  rather  vague,  and  he  should  at 
once  give  fuller  particulars  and  send  up  Cloete’s  son  and  servant, 
who  had  repulsed  the  robbers,  in  order  to  be  examined.  \Yhat  the 
Council  decides  after  that  will  be  communicated  to  him.  He  is 
however  to  get  ready  two  serviceable  wagons,  one  of  Stellenbosch 
and  one  of  Drakenstein,  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  wait  for 
them. 

In  order  to  check  this  violence  and  protect  the  scattered  European 
settlers  from  these  malicious  natives  and  make  them  safe,  the 
Governor  at  once  convened  the  Political  Council,  strengthened 
with  the  burgher  councillors,  Henning  Husing,  Claas  Hendrix 
Liepenauw,  and  Abraham  Diemer. 

Minutes  of  the  Council. — “ Whereas  (as  stated  above)  the  Ubiquas 
have  stolen  a good  lot  of  sheep  from  G.  Cloete,  wounding  the 
shepherd  with  four  or  five  arrows,  this  proceeding  can  only  be 
considered  as  an  open  act  of  hostility,  and  the  well  disposed  people 
living  far  asunder  being  in  momentary  danger  of  mischief,  that 
therefore  this  evil  should  be  checked ; and,  to  secure  peace  and  safety, 
a commando  shall  start  for  the  Roode  Zand  under  command  of  the 
Landdrost,  consisting  of  40  men — i.e  , 10  Company’s  servants  and 
10  burghers  of  the  Cape  and  the  same  number  from  Stellenbosch 
and  Drakenstein,  with  ammunition,  provision  wagons,  &o.,  in 
order  if  possible  to  capture  the  Hottentots  and  bring  them  to  the 
castle,  with  or  without  the  stolen  cattle,  and  in  case  of  resistance 
to  shoot  or  kill  them. 
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March  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  Papers  signed  for  despatch  to 
Holland. 

March  16. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet  under  the  flag  of  the 
Hon.  Commander  Cornells  Keeleman. 

March  22. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  refers  to  the 
fact  that  the  few  leases  introduced  here  from  time  to  time  were  tlie 
onty  sources  of  revenue  to  meet  tlie  heavy  expenses  annually 
incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  this  Government,  and  should  they 
fall  away,  the  Company  would  he  seriously  injured,  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  Cape  wines,  which  had  lately  risen  to  such  an 
excessive  price  that  many  complaints  had  been  laid  before  the 
Governor  by  the  lessees  that  strenuous  efforts  were  being  made  to 
ruin  both  lease  and  lessees.  This  was  also  complained  of  by  others, 
not  only  because  of  the  extensive  smuggling  carried  on  in  Cape 
wines  by  many  “ do  nothing  ” people,  who  pay  all  their  attention 
to  this  illicit  traffic,  and  sell  in  all  the  back  slums  and  through  the 
whole  of  Table  Valley,  but  also  because  the  four  present  lessees  are 
doing  their  best  to  ruin  each  other,  and  are  not  entirely  guiltless 
of  the  same  business ; and  therefore  in  order  to  save  the  Company’s 
profits  derived  from  the  leases,  and  protect  the  leases  from  the 
smugglers,  he  laid  the  matter  before  the  Council.  It  was 
unanimously  resolved  by  separate  placcaten  to  forbid  every  one 
without  exception  to  tap  in  private,  and  so  injure  the  lessees 
(pachters).  Offenders  were  to  be  punished  as  by  statute  already 
enacted  for  every  offence.  And  in  order  to  suppress  all  smuggling, 
no  one  living  in  this  Table  Valley,  excepting  the  lawful  tappers, 
as  far  as  the  boundaries  of  their  licence  go,  shall  be  allowed  to  buy 
any  wine  before  having  obtained  a license  from  the  authorities. 
Offenders  to  be  fined  f.  1,000  This  fine  would  also  be  inflicted  on 
the  lessees  should  they  be  convicted  of  having,  in  order  to  injure 
each  other,  tapped  auy where  except  in  their  ordinary  legitimate 
taps  or  outside  their  doors,  by  wholesale  or  retail. 

March  23. — The  burgher  councillor  Abraham  Diemer  was  sent 
on  the  19th  with  ten  burghers  of  the  Cape  on  horseback  to 
Drakenstein  to  capture  some  slaves  who  had  attempted  to  commit 
arson  there  ; he  returned  to-day. 

March  26. — A placcaat  published  this  day  in  accordance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  22nd  (which  see). 

The  Landdrost  was  a1  so  reminded  that  on  the  17th  he  had  been 
ordered  to  take  care  that  the  wagons  which  had  undertaken  to 
ride  wood  for  the  bridge  to  be  erected  across  the  Stellenbosch 
River  should  be  sent  without  delay  to  “ Paradise”  and  the  Cape, 
to  fetch  the  wood  lying  ready  for  the  purpose.  That  this  order 
had  hitherto  not  been  obeyed,  and  that  the  best  time  for  the 
purpose  is  going  bye,  and  that  by  delay  this  necessary  public  work 
may  not  suffer,  he  is  again  ordered  to  take  care  that  the  order  is 
at  once  carried  out. 

March  27. — Sunday  (Easter). 
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April  7.“  News  received  by  the  Governor  from  some  of  the 
settlers  in  the  land  of  Waveren  that  the  Grikwas  and  Namaquas 
had  been  among  the  Company’s  cattle  and  stolen  eight  of  the 
number. 

April  10. — News  received  from  the  Landdrost  that  the  above 
mentioned  Hottentots  had  robbed  Gerrit  Cloete  again  of  some 
hundreds  of  sheep. 

April  12. — A fine  rain  during  the  night : a welcome  sight  on 
the  dry  earth.  On  the  14th  some  more  fell. 

April  14. — In  order  to  check  the  stealing  of  some  malicious 
Hottentots  and  recapture  the  stolen  cattle  of  the  Company  and 
of  Cloete,  or  in  case  of  their  unwillingness  and  persistence  in  their 
evil  intentions  to  treat  them  in  accordance  with  the  contents  of  the 
resolution  of  the  13th  March  last,  the  Governor  sent  a sergeant 
and  twelve  men  to  join  fifty  freemen  at  Stellenbosch,  under  the 
Landdrost — all  were  provided  with  necessaries — and  to  proceed  to 
the  land  of  Waveren. 

April  29. — News  brought  to  the  Governor  that  the  evil  disposed 
Hottentots  mentioned  had  again  stolen  1 1 head  of  cattle  from  the 
Company’s  post  in  the  Land  of  Waveren. 

May  15. — The  “ Noordgouw  ” leaves  for  Mauritius  and  Mada- 
gascar for  slaves. 

May  16. — The  sergeant  and  men  sent  to  capture  the  Hottentots 
on  the  14th  April,  return  this  day,  not  having  succeeded  in  finding 
the  Hottentots. 

May  26. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  drew  attention  to 
the  continuance  of  the  thefts  and  acts  of  hostility  committed  by 
various  unknown  tribes  of  Hottentots,  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
station  in  the  Land  of  Waveren  had  twice  been  robbed  of  cattle, 
and  that  beyond  the  Berg  river  likewise  of  137  oxen.  That  the 
number  there  was  145,  and  when  towards  evening  they  were  being 
driven  towards  the  Kraals,  the  Hottentots  at  once  pounced  on 
them,  and  the  herd  Caspar  Multingh  could  do  nothing  to  prevent 
them.  That  they  drove  the  cattle  right  upon  him,  that  lie  dis- 
charged his  gun  but  that  eight  armed  Hottentots  attacked  him 
with  their  assagays  and  compelled  him  to  abstain.  That  his  cries 
however,  brought  out  the  Superintendent  and  his  comrade.  That 
all  followed  the  robbers  who  were  afterwards  reinforced  by  other 
natives,  but  that  they  could  only  succeed  in  recapturing  eight,  so 
that  137  were  lost. 

In  order  as  much  as  possible  to  check  the  violence  of  these 
marauders,  whose  nationality  we  cannot  as  yet  obtain  any  informa- 
tion about,  as  none  of  them  have  been  captured,  and  to  secure  the 
safety  of  the  people  of  Drakenstcm  who  are  so  scattered  from  one 
another,  the  Governor  wished  the  Council  to  adopt  measures  to 
oppose  those  malicious  natives  in  their  thefts  and  further  acts  of 
violence  and  hostility.  Hence  it  was  decided  to  strengthen  those 
posts  with  twelve  military  men,  and  moreover,  to  select  another 
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spot  between  the  two,  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  a third  station 
to  be  also  guarded  by  a similar  number  of  soldiers  who  are  all  to 
be  provided  with  horses  in  order  henceforth  the  better  to  succeed 
in  capturing  all  Hottentots  without  distinction,  excepting  the 
Cape  and  (Government  Hottentots,  and  bring  them  prisoners  to 
the  Castle,  that  they  might  be  tried  and  if  found  guilty  also  be 
punished  according  to  the  evidence.  In  that  way  it  is  hoped  that 
the  invasions  and  violence  of  these  evil-doers  will  be  put  down. 

This  day  the  Secretary  Hugo  de  Goyer,  who  had  satisfactorily 
performed  his  duties  for  many  years,  was  made  a member  of  the 
Council  and  sworn  in  as  such,  whilst  the  junior  merchant  Willem 
Corssenaar  was  as  secretary  of  the  Court  of  Justice  also  sworn  in. 

June  11. — The  weather  continues  to  be  very  dry,  so  that  it  is,  as 
the  farmers  report,  impossible  to  plough  on  the  highlands. 

June  14-15. — News  brought  that  the  Hottentot  Captain  Claas, 
having  his  home  bejmnd  the  high  mountains  of  Hottentots 
Holland,  had  been  killed  iu  the  “ Kraals  ” of  Captain  Coopman 
whilst  enquiring  after  a lost  ox,  anu  during  a dispute  that  arose  in 
consequence. 

June  16. — The  Governor  in  order  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible 
the  thefts  of  the  evil  disposed  Hottentots  and  also  to  try  and 
discover  to  what  tribes  they  belonged,  had  ordered  for  the  purpose 
to  his  presence  the  Captain  of  the  Cape  and  Government  Hot- 
tentots to  have  them  examined  by  commissioners.  Unanimously 
they  declared  that  they  knew  no  better  than  that  the  thieves  were 
bushmen  or  highwaymen,  consisting  mostly  of  Griquas  and 
Namaquas,  who  are  tribes  accustomed  to  live  by  stealing,  and 
dwell  on  the  mountains,  and  that  the  Company  never  had  had  any 
intercourse  or  friendship  with  them.  They  further  stated  in 
accordance  with  our  proposal,  that  if  assisted  with  some  armed 
servants  of  the  Company,  henceforth  to  look  out  for  the  robbers 
and  thoroughly  repulse  them,  if  only  Captain  Kees  who  is  their 
quasi  military  or  field  Captain,  and  at  present  encamped  with  his 
tribe  in  the  “ Groene  Kloof,”  were  ordered  up  by  the  Governor 
and  encouraged  by  him  to  do  likewise.  The  necessary  orders  were 
at  once  given  for  the  purpose,  and  all  the  chiefs  mentioned  having 
been  properly  presented  with  some  tobacco,  arrack  and  rice,  returned 
to  their  Kraals,  to  defend  their  small  possessions  (haar  armoede) 
against  these  tyrants,  and  the  more  so  as  one  of  them  on  his 
journey  hither  was  robbed  by  them  of  all  his  cattle. 

And  in  order  to  establish  a third  station,  according  to  the 
resolution  of  the  26th  May,  consisting  of  a garrison  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  men  under  a corporal,  the  Governor  ordered  a 
suitable  site  to  be  selected  between  Riebeoks  Kasteel  and  the 
Honingbergen  The  three  stations  would  then  form  a triangle, 
viz.,  above,  alongside  and  below  the  great  Berg  river,  along 
whose  backs  the  Cape  and  Gonnema  Hottentots  are  to  be  encamped 
in  order  the  sooner  to  discover  the  approach  of  these  bushmen  and 
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give  notice  at  the  stations,  whence  armed  men  might  go  against 
them,  and  get  as  many  of  them  dead  or  alive  as  possible. 

June  20.  — The  Corporal  who  had  been  sent  to  fetch  the 
Hottentot  Chief  “ Kees  ” from  the  Groene  kloof,  returned  and 
reported  that  Kees  aud  Gerrit  Cloete  had  proceeded  towards  the 
Hottentots  who  had  stolen  his  cattle,  in  order  to  despoil  them  or 
other  kraals  of  that  nation  of  their  cattle,  and  so  revenge 
themselves  for  the  losses  sustained.  This  displeased  the  Governor, 
and  to  prevent  this  evil  he  wrote  the  following  at  once  to  the 
Landdrost : — “ In  the  interests  of  the  public  we  decided  to  summon 
to  our  presence  a few  days  ago  Captain  Kees,  encamped  near  or 
behind  the  “ Paardebergen,”  but  the  Corporal  on  his  return 
reported  (as  above).  Gerrit  Cloete  never  even  asked  the  least 
licence  or  consent  from  the  authorities,  and  this  has  thoroughly 
displeased  us,  and  therefore  you  are  ordered  at  once  to  find  out 
whether  Cloete  is  at  home  or  not,  what  the  facts  really  are,  and 
should  he  be  on  the  road  with  Captain  Kees,  you  are  to  find 
out  what  persons  went  with  him,  and  without  delay  follow  them 
up  and  try  and  arrest  Cloete  and  bring  him  to  the  castle,  etc.” 

July  1. — The  ordinary  muster  of  the  garrison.  Including  the 
sick,  the  men  on  the  vessels  (of  this  station),  and  convicts,  there 
were  531  persons.  The  vessels  in  the  Bay  were  likewise  mustered 
by  the  Fiscal. 

August  5. — Arrival  of  the  “ Meydregt  ” which  had  left  the 
Meuse  on  the  18th  April  last.  The  latest  news  brought  by  it  is 
nothing  particular,  excepting  the  great  probability  of  wars  in 
Europe,  between  the  crowns  of  Spaiu,  France,  England  and  our 
State,  and  that  consequently  in  all  these  countries  great  armaments 
were  being  prepared. 

August  19 — The  books  are  being  made  up  and  general  stock 
taken. 

August  24 .—Birthday  of  the  Governor.  He  is  congratulated  by 
the  officers  and  the  chief  freemen,  and  during  a collation  some 
guns  were  discharged  from  the  point  Catzenellebooge. 

August  26. — Corporal  Daniel  Taus  of  Riebeeks  Kasteel  station, 
reports  that  six  Company’s  servants  on  horseback  and  two  on  foot 
had  on  the  22nd  fallen  in  with  the  Sonqua  Hottentots  in  the 
“ Swarte  land,”  and  recaptured  from  them  HO  head  of  cattle 
belonging  to  the  Hottentot  Captains  Doggesmeester  and  Chinees je, 
among  which  there  were  also  some  of  the  freeman  Pieter  van  der 
Heyden.  That  four  or  five  Hottentots  had  been  killed  and  two 
assegays  taken,  which  he  showed  to  the  Governor,  and  that  on  our 
side  only  a horse  had  been  killed  by  an  assagay.  That  on  the 
23rd  the  men  followed  up  these  evil  disposed  Hottentots,  who  had 
fled,  but  had  not  been  able  to  find  them.  It  is  therefore  to 
be  hoped  that  these  so-called  Bushmen  have  been  made  shy  by 
this  event,  and  have  learnt  for  the  future  to  let  our  good  people 
enjoy  their  own  in  peace  and  quiet. 
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August  29. — Resolution  of  the  Council.  The  Governor  submits 
that  as  the  lease  is  to  take  place  on  the  31st  whether  or  not 
some  changes  in  the  conditions  should  be  made  for  the  greater 
profit  of  the  Company.  It  was  unanimously  resolved  to  lease  the 
European  beer,  brandy  and  Cape  wine  licence  on  the  same 
conditions  as  last  year,  and  leave  that  of  Cape  beer  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  widow  Rutgert  Mensing  for  f.3,000  instead  of  f.2,950  ; 
considering  that  as  there  was  no  corn  their  tap  was  closed  for 
four  months,  and  that  they  had  through  a contagious  disease 
which  had  for  a long  time  raged  among  the  blacks,  lost  their  best 
slaves,  and  also  because  the  directors  in  their  despatch  of  27th 
August,  1694,  had  ordered  the  Governor  and  Council  to  help 
Rutgert  Mensing  in  his  first  attempts,  and  favour  him  further  in 
all  burgher  functions. 

As  the  tobacco  brought  in  very  little  last  year  with  the  new 
conditions,  it  was  resolved,  in  order  to  make  it  yield  more,  to  lease 
it  on  the  old  conditions,  the  invoice  price,  however,  to  be  four 
skillings  per  lb.  The  freeman,  H.  Mulder,  petitioned  the  Council 
as  lessee  of  the  tobacco,  brandy  and  European  beers,  and  stated 
how  little  he  was  able  to  sell,  and  consequently  was  unable  to  pay 
the  lease  amount.  He  requested  accordingly  that  he  might  be 
relieved  of  the  debt.  The  petition  was,  however,  contrary  to  the 
conditions  of  lease,  for  when  he  leased  he  had  given  ample 
security,  and  therefore  it  was  disallowed.  He  was,  however, 
allowed  some  time  for  payment  of  the  arnouut — about  f.3,800. 

August  31. — To-day  the  various  leases  were  offered  to  public 
competition.  That  of  tobacco  realised  f.800,  but  was  withdrawn. 
The  rest  realised  much  less  than  last  year. 

September  20. — The  weather  inclining  to  rain,  a most  desirable 
thing  for  the  growing  corn,  which  is  reported  to  be  very  promising 
everywhere.  May  Providence  grant  a good  harvest. 

This  day  the  standard-bearer,  Ambrosius  Zas,  left  for  a journey 
at  the  Governor’s  command,  to  Elephant  River,  with  two  baggage 
wagons  and  35  men,  viz.,  two  from  this  garrison  and  the  rest  from 
the  country  stations,  viz.,  from  those  beyond  the  Berg  River, 
Riebeeks  Kasteel  and  the  Roode  Zand,  45  miles  (Dutch)  distant 
from  this  castle,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  the  Grikwas  or  so 
called  bushmen  or  highway  robbers  are  living,  in  order  if  possible 
to  get  back  from  them  the  cattle  some  time  ago  stolen  from  the 
Company  at  the  station  beyond  Berg  River ; and  also  thence  to 
proceed  to  a certain  Hottentot  captain,  surnamed  Portugees,  and 
other  tribes  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  sake  of  bartering  some 
cattle  from  them  for  the  Company. 

October  7 .--The  following  placcaat  issued:  “That  it  has  been 
brought  to  our  notice  that  some  of  the  Company’s  servants  having 
their  habitation  at  the  Cape,  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  before 
this  discharged  as  freemen  in  order  to  earn  their  living  in  an 
honest  manner,  have,  instead  of  doing  so,  absented  themselves  and 
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remained  absent,  neglecting  the  burgher  watch  and  the  attendance 
at  the  general  muster — that  they  have  hitherto  not  been  found — 
that  in  a dishonest  and  vagabondizing  way,  to  the  great  injury 
and  annoyance  of  the  public  here,  they  endeavour  to  gaiu  their 
subsistence — that  among  them  we  have  been  informed  of  the 
following : Andries  Pelleson,  Albert  Franken  of  Middelburg, 
Jacobus  van  den  Berge,  Cornells  Evertsz,  Cornells  Jansz,  van  der 
Deen,  Dirk  de  Ruyter,  Godfried  Rood  of  Dantzich.  Gerrit 
Tempels,  Hendrik  Roode,  Jan  Christoff  el  Haak,  Jeronimus 
Stevensz,  Pieter  Marreveld,  Otto  Samuel  of  Groningen,  Roelof 
Meyndertz  of  Esens,  and  Jan  Jansz  of  Oldenburgh.  That 
therefore  in  order  to  prevent  all  irregularities  which  may  result, 
the  above  named  persons  are  ordered  to  appear  within  three 
weeks  from  this  date  at  the  castle  in  order  to  show  where  their 
fixed  dwelling-places  are,  and  give  us  valid  reasons  for  their  almost 
continual  absence,  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  proper  provision 
in  the  matter,  and  that  if  the  time  fixed  has  expired  (without 
their  appearance)  they  shall  be  deprived  of  their  burghership,  and 
declared  vagabonds  and  vagrants,  to  be  captured  as  such  and  tried 
as  examples  to  others,  &c.,  &c.” 

News  received  from  the  Groenekloof,  distant  about  fourteen  or 
fifteen  hours  from  the  Castle,  that  the  hostile  Hottentots,  300  or 
more  in  number,  had  made  a raid  on  the  cattle  of  the  contractor 
Henning  Huysing,  depastured  there,  and  stolen  more  than  200 
head.  The  servants  were  too  late  to  recapture  the  animals,  but 
succeeded  in  killing  three  Hottentots,  whilst  a horse  of  Huysing 
was  wounded  by  an  assagay. 

October  10. — A most  desirable  heavy  rain  for  the  crops,  which 
are  beautiful  everywhere. 

October  25. — The  standard  bearer  Ambrosius  Sasse,  who  on  the 
20th  of  last  month  had  left  with  thirty  men  to  endeavour  to 
capture  the  bushmen,  returned  this  day  and  reported  that  he  had 
traced  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  “ Bokkeberg  ” and  behind 
the  “ Pjketbergen  ” beyond  the  Zeekoe  Valley  in  a large  kloof, 
the  entrance  to  which  was  so  narrow  that  hardly  one  man  at  a 
time  could  go  in  ; and  that  these  evil  disposed  Hottentots,  in  order 
to  dispute  his  entrance,  continued  to  shoot  violently  from  the  high 
surrounding  rocks  with  arrows  and  assegays,  so  that  in  order  to 
keep  possession  of  the  pass,  he  was  obliged  to  command  six  of  his 
men  to  fire  on  them,  until  he  had  passed  the  narrow  passage 
towards  the  kloof ; that  afterwards  he  ascended  the  point  of  a 
mountain  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  violently  attacked  by  the 
Hottentots,  that  an  arrow  passed  through  his  hat,  and  that  in 
self-preservation  and  that  of  his  men,  he  was  again  obliged  to 
fire.  About  evening  these  bushmen  retired  to  another  height, 
surrounded  by  very  high  rocks.  The  next  morning  with  eight 
men  he  did  his  best  to  get  into  conversation  with  them,  promising 
that  he  would  forget  what  passed  yesterday.  They  however 
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would  not  listen,  and  the  impassable  condition  of  the  place  prevented 
him  from  reaching  them.  He  therefore  decided  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  Company,  as  he  could  do  nothing  more,  to  return 
to  the  Castle,  bringing  back  some  sheep  and  eight  of  the  stolen- 
cattle,  among  which  there  was  one  of  the  Company. 

November  1. — Fine  cloudy  weather  for  the  parade  of  the  Cape 
freemen  and  their  exercise  in  target  shooting,  &c.,  in  all  which 
they  behaved  admirably. 

November  2. — Parade  continued  : burghers  practising  riding, 
shooting,  &c. 

November  3. — Parade  continued  until  the  prizes  were  obtained  ; 
everything  went  off  well  and  satisfactorily  to  everybody. 

November  4. — The  grand  parade  of  the  Cape  burghers.  In 
order  to  end  this  fair  (kermis),  the  Cape  burghers,  cavalry  and 
infantry,  under  their  two  ensigns  and  one  standard,  appeared 
before  the  Governor  and  Council.  Each  company  of  infantry 
consisted  of  seventy-four  men,  and  that  of  the  cavalry  of  sixty- 
four.  After  having  saluted  the  Castle  outside  with  their  discharge 
of  small  arms,  they  retired  and  were  treated  with  some  beer  from 
the  Company’s  cellars,  whilst  the  Governor  appointed  a new 
lieutenant  to  a vacancy. 

November  5. — The  showers  continue,  a most  desirable  thing  for 
the  growing  crops,  enabling  the  ears  to  come  to  perfection. 

November  8. — As  the  above  mentioned  evil  disposed  Hottentots 
had  as  stated,  robbed  the  contractor  Henning  Huysing  of  a large 
number  of  cattle,  it  was  decided,  in  consequence  of  his  complaint 
and  request  in  accordance  with  the  contract  made  by  him  with  the 
Company  on  the  17th  February,  1700,  and  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  graze  his  cattle  with  safety  and  be  secure  from  all  hostility  and 
thefts  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  to  make  a new  station  in  the 
Groeue  Kloof,  garrisoned  with  ten  soldiers  and  a sergeant.  It  is 
hoped  by  these  means  to  free  that  part  of  the  country  from  the 
bushmen.  The  garrison  left  to-day. 

November  10. — Court  of  Justice  gave  verdict  in  the  case  of  the 
Landdrost  verms  a free  agriculturist,  Pieter  Becker,  living  under 
Drakenstein,  and  charged  with  various  irregularities  committed  on 
the  1st  October  last,  when  the  meeting  of  the  burghers  of 
Stellenbosch  took  place.  The  verdict  follows  below. 

November  11. — Whereas  it  has  been  proved  that  Pieter  Becker 
of  Coningsbergen,  agriculturist,  and  now  a prisoner,  did  not 
hesitate  on  the  annual  parade  day — the  Jst  October  last — of  the 
Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  brnghers,  to  cause  much  trouble,  and 
treat  evilly  the  cornet  Jan  Stevensz  ; Botina,  to  whose  standard 
he  belonged  as  a dragoon,  and  whom  he  owed  proper  respect  and 
obedience,  but  had  also  openly  exclaimed  before  the  whole  public 
that  lie  would  not  march  with  the  said  Botma  ; and  whereas  upon 
that,  the  commissioners,  viz.  : Captain  Oloff  Bergh  and  the  junior 
merchant  Jacob  Cruse,  arrived  at  the  churchyard  where  the 
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powder  was  being  distributed,  and  the  prisoner,  in  spite  of  their 
presence,  continued  to  bluster  and  rave  with  many  invectives  and 
to  such  a degree  that  the  Captain  could  no  longer  tolerate  the 
insolence  of  the  prisoner,  whom  he  gave  a few  cuts  with  his  caner 
in  order  to  remind  him  of  his  proper  duty ; but  instead  of  that  the 
prisoner  became  hotter  and  more  angry,  and  went  so  far  as  to  put 
his  hand  to  his  cutlass  and  in  an  angry  mood  to  say,  “ If  Captain 
Berg  strikes  me  again,  I will  with  my  cutlass  lay  his  head  before 
his  feet.”  That  the  prisoner  when  uttering  these  words  of  sedition 
did  not  appear  to  be  satisfied,  but  afterwards  when  the  cavalry 
approached,  on  their  march  from  (he  churchyard,  the  tent  in  which 
the  Commissioners  were  with  some  other  company,  he  went  so  far 
beyond  bounds  that  he  fired  before  the  three  troopers  riding  beside 
him  into  the  tent,  so  that  the  sand  flew  through  it. 

All  this  is  public  violence,  rebellion,  mutiny  and  malevolent 
insubordination,  from  which  the  ruin  of  land  and  people  may 
result,  and  therefore  a matter  of  very  dangerous  consequence, 
which  in  a land  in  which  it  is  customary  to  maintain  justice,  cannot 
be  tolerated,  but  for  the  purpose  of  deterring  others  should  be 
prevented  and  punished.  Therefore  the  Hon.  Court  of  Justice 
of  this  Government,  at  present  in  session,  having  seen  and 
examined  the  written  criminal  charge  and  demand  made  officially 
by  Landdrost  Michael  Ditmar  against  the  prisoner,  and  likewise 
the  sworn  declarations  in  proof  of  his  presumption ; having- 
considered  what  was  submitted  from  both  sides,  and  weighed 
everything  material  for  the  trial,  doing  justice  in  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  the  High  Mighty  Lords,  the  States  General  of  the 
Free  United  Netherlands  and  likewise  of  his  lioyal  Highness  the 
Lord  Prince  of  Orange,  as  Governor  (Stadhouder)  of  the  same, 
Captain  and  Admiral-General ; condemns  the  prisoner,  as  he  is 
hereby  condemned,  to  run  the  gantlope  three  times  with  his  naked 
back,  banishes  him  for  ten  successive  years  on  the  island  Mauritius, 
and  leaves  him  so  long  on  Iiobben  Island  until  an  opportunity 
offers  to  convey  him  to  Mauritius.  He  is  further  fined  the  sum 
of  Rds.  50  for  the  benefit  of  the  prosecutor,  and  sentenced  to  pay 
the  costs.  Hated  and  sentenced  at  the  Castle  Good  Hope,  this 
10th  day  of  November,  1701. 

(Signed)  W.  A.  van  her  Stel. 

0.  Bergh. 

Hugo  de  Goyer. 

Henricus  Munckekus. 

Ambrosius  Zasse. 

Henning  Husingm. 


In  my  presence : 

Wm.  Corssenaar, 

Member  and  Secretary. 


Pronounced  and  executed  on  the  11th  ditto. 


44 


November  26. — The  sergeant  Grodfried  Douderstadt  reports  as 
follows  regarding  the  doings  of  twelve  Hottentots  in  the  land  of 
Waveren  (he  was  station-master  beyond  the  Roode  Zand  in  the 
land  of  Waveren).  He  wrote  on  the  26th  November:  “On 
Wednesday  last  the  23rd,  ten  or  twelve  Hottentots  of  the 
Koekeman  tribe  attacked  at  about  2 or  3 p.m.  the  cattle  of  the 
Company,  herded  by  two  Company’s  servants,  stealing  forty  head. 

One  of  the  herds  stated  that  when  one  of  the  Hottentots 
approached  he  presented  his  loaded  gun  at  him  ; the  Hottentot  at 
onee  fell  down  among  the  rushes  and  hid  himself ; at  the  same 
time  various  arrows  were  fired  at  the  herd,  who  on  looking  round 
found  himself  surrounded  by  Hottentots.  This  compelled  him  to 
retire  to  a flat  to  his  comrade  Hendrik  Claasz,  whence  each  fired  a 
signal  shot.  Upon  this  the  sergeant  sent  eight  men,  two  on  horse- 
back and  six  on  foot,  with  guns  and  ammunition  against  the 
thieves,  but  the  one  horse  being  unserviceable,  Jurgen  Arend 
more  than  once  turned  the  cattle  back  with  the  other  horse ; the 
Hottentots  however  always  drove  them  off  again,  so  that  the  horse 
•was  thoroughly  done  up,  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  it.  One 
Hottentot  was  killed  by  Jurgen,  who  was  joined  by  the  French 
burgher  Etienne  Terreblanche,  who  owned  twenty  of  the  stolen 
cattle.  Jurgen  told  him  that  he  had  killed  the  Hottentot,  but 
Etienne  said  that  that  was  nothing,  but  that  they  were  to  see  and 
get  the  cattle  back  again.  The  two  then  followed  the  Hottentots, 
who  drove  the  cattle  before  them,  towards  the  mountains.  Jurgen 
walked  about  twenty  yards  before  Etienne,  when  he  was  wounded 
in  the  chest  with  an  assagay.  He  fell  down  and  was  clubbed  to 
death  by  the  Hottentots.  The  Frenchman  finding  it  impossible 
to  prevent  the  murder  or  assist  his  comrade,  retired  towards  some 
Dutchmen  who  were  approaching  and  had  beheld  the  murder 
from  a distance  ; but  as  they  saw  that  they  would  be  unable  to 
overtake  the  murderers  against  the  mountain  side  and  recapture 
the  cattle,  they  returned  to  their  various  stations. 

November  29. — Very  dry  weather,  parching  up  the  ears  of  corn 
on  the  high  lands. 

Report  of  Corporal  Dede,  stationed  at  Riebeeks  Kasteel,  dated 
29th  November,  1701. 

“ The  rebellious  Hottentots  or  so  called  bushmen,  numbering 
about  100,  had  during  day-time  surprised  on  Friday  the  2oth  a 
herd  of  cattle,  274  in  number,  grazing  in  the  fields  and  belonging 
to  the  Hottentot  Captain  Kees,  Koopman,  the  small  captain,  and 
otners,  all  encamped  behind  the  Riebeeks  Kasteel.  That  they  had 
carried  off  the  whole  number,  and  as  soon  as  notice  was  given  to 
him  (Dedel  he  and  four  Company’s  servants  at  once  mounted  and 
as  fast  as  possible  followed  the  bushmen,  until  11  o’clock  in  the 
night.  That  he  came  up  to  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  Twenty- 
four  rivers  and  recaptured  the  herd  excepting  one,  which  the 
thieves  very  likely  slaughtered.  That  all  the  thieves  took  to 
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flight  towards  the  high  mountains  behind  the  .Land  of  Waverenr 
and  that  he  restored  the  cattle  to  the  Hottentots  who  had  been 
robbed  of  them. 

December  8. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “John  and  Mary,” 
which  had  left  Portsmouth  on  the  4th  August  destined  for 
Bencoolen.  The  Captain  reported  that  at  his  departure  affairs  in 
Europe  were  still  hovering  between  peace  and  war,  and  that  His 
Majesty  had  a fortnight  before  left  England  for  Holland,  but  that 
he  was  expected  to  return  immediately ; also  that  two  ships  of  the 
new  Company  would  shortly  follow  him  for  India. 

December  9. — Showers  of  rain  during  the  night,  which  will  do 
good  to  the  crops,  the  vineyards,  and  grass. 

December  14. — The  barley  crops  having  been  already  gathered, 
the  farmers  are  now  busy  cutting  rye. 

December  27. — A south  - west  breeze ; dry  and  very  warm 
weather  helping  to  ripen  the  corn,  which  is  everywhere  being  cut 
and  gathered. 

December  30. — Medina  of  the  Counc  l. — Willem  Corsseuaar  to 
continue  in  the  office  of  elder  at  the  Cape  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  Willem  Mensinck  to  succeed  Adam  Tas  as  deacon. 

Francois  du  Toit  to  be  elder  of  Drakenstein,  and  Abraham  de 
Viiliers  and  Abraham  Yivier  to  be  deacons. 

For  the  Orphan  board  the  cashier,  Henricus  Munkerus,  the 
garrison  bookkeeper,  Jacobus  Cruse,  and  Jan  Rotterdam,  the 
latter  representing  the  burghers. 

For  the  Burgher  Council,  Jan  Rotterdam  aud  Advocate  N. 
Oortmans. 

For  Small  affairs,  W.  Corsseuaar  to  he  president  vice  S.  Elsevier ; 
the  Ensign  Ambrosius  Sasse  and  the  Lieutenant  Adriaan  van 
Rheede  vice  the  dispenser,  Job.  Swellengrebel,  aud  the  depot 
master,  W.  van  Putten. 

For  the  Marriage  Board,  the  cashier,  Henricus  Munkerus  as 
president,  the  depot  master,  Willem  van  Putten,  and  the 
Burgher  Councillor  Abraham  Diemer. 

For  Stellenbosch,  as  elder  Dirk  Coetzee,  aud  as  deacon  Wessel 
Pretorius. 

For  Stellenbosch,  as  burgher  councillors  Dirk  Coetze  and  Pieter 
Robbertsz. 

For  Drakenstein,  as  heemraad  Coenraad  Cloeten. 

1702. 

January  1. — As  usual  the  New  Year  was  ushered  in  by  a salvo 
of  guns  from  the  Castle.  At  7 a.m.  the  most  respectable  of  the 
Company’s  servants  and  burghers  brought  their  congratulations  to 
the  Governor.  It  being  Sunday,  the  usual  fore  and  after  noon 
services  were  held,  and  the  newly-elected  deacon  proclaimed  for 
the  first  time. 
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January  5. — Arrival  of  the  galiot  “ Zuidpool,”  coming  from 
Gamron  in  Persia,  via  Colombo  and  Tutucorin,  to  remain  here  for 
service. 

January  10. — The  hells  rung,  and  the  ordinary  general  placcaat 
renewed  and  affixed  at  the  proper  spot. 

January  13. — The  south-easter  blowing  still  (from  before  New 
Tear,  with  slight  pauses),  causing  the  destructive  drought  to 
continue. 

January  15. — Arrival  of  the  English  ships  “ Speedy  lie  turn  ” 
and  “ Content  ” from  Glasgow.  They  had  sailed  along  the 
African  coast,  and  had  called  at  various  places  there. 

January  17. — Arrival  of  the  “Macclesfield”  (English  ship) 
from.  Plymouth  to  Borneo.  The  officers  reported  that  the  affairs 
in  Europe  between  the  crowns  of  France,  England,  and  the  States 
General  and  Allies  stood  at  the  point  of  a declaration  of  war,  and  that 
the  said  States  and  Allies  were  formidable  in  arms  on  sea  and  land. 

January  19. — Mee-tinc)  of  Court  of  Justice.  Case  tried  of  the 
Fiscal  against  the  agriculturist  Jan  Schopping,  who,  instead  of 
inflicting  domestic  punishment  on  his  slave  for  some  misde- 
meanour, had  ripped  up  his  skin  with  a horsecomb.  The  sentence 
will  be  found  in  the  minutes  of  that  Court. 

January  22. — The  postholder,  Daniel  Deede,  at  Vogel  valley, 
writes  as  follows  regarding  the  Bushmen That  on  the  17th 
inst.  the  Sonqua  Hottentots  had  stolen  89  head  of  cattle  from 
the  Hottentot  Captains  Jan  Pietersz  and  Grigo;  that  the  wx-iter 
had  on  the  following  day,  when  informed  of  it,  followed  the 
robbers  Avitlx  six  men  on  horseback  and  caught  them  up  at  the 
Honigbei’g  at  Berg  ltiver,  and  after  a fight  of  three  houi-s  had 
recaptured  the  animals.  Three  horses  had  been  wounded,  but  the 
writer  is  unable  to  say  how  many  of  the  Sonquas  were  killed  or 
wounded.  On  the  18th  inst  he  returned  the  cattle  to  the  Hotten- 
tots at  their  kiaals.  After  his  return  to  his  “post”  he  was  again 
informed  that  the  Koekemans  had  attacked  the  same  captains  and 
carried  off  their  cattle  to  the  Elands  Kloof.  With  nine  men  he 
followed  the  robbers  along  the  mountain  to  cut  them  off,  and 
finally  overtook  them.  A fight  ensued,  and  twenty  Bushmen  were 
killed  and  wounded.  The  rest  were  put  to  flight.  Forty-three 
cattle  and  20  quivers  full  of  arrows,  20  bows  and  12  assegays 
were  captured.  The  cattle  Avere  restored  to  the  Hottentots.” 

January  23. — Arrival  of  the  “ Noox’dgouw  ” from  Madagascar. 
The  trade  for  slaves  was  indifferently  successful  at  Maringare  and 
Morandava.  Most  of  the  slaves  were  obtained  at  the  first  place, 
as  the  Kings  Andian  Sinxanatta  and  Andia  Timalo  Arivo  had  not 
many  slaves  to  spare,  as  ships  of  other  nations  had  been  there 
before.  With  great  trouble  and  delay  only  121  wei’e  obtained; 
31  died  on  the  voyage.  The  rest  ax-e  for  the  most  part  sickly,  and 
were  at  once,  in  order  to  be  refreshed  and  nursed,  sent  to  the 
hospital. 
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January  26. — Arrival  of  the  “ Oremsab  ” (English)  from  Ports- 
mouth on  the  15th  October,  with  the  news  that  affairs  in  Europe 
were  in  the  same  state ; that  the  King  was  still  in  Holland. 

January  31. — A fugitive  slave  hanged  for  desertion,  theft,  and 
manslaughter.  Two  of  his  mates  were  scourged  and  branded  and 
sent  home  to  their  masters  (see  sentence) ; and  a sailor,  for 
burglary  and  theft,  scourged,  branded,  and  sent  to  Robben  Island 
for  ten  years  (see  sentence). 

February  3 —The  Hottentot  Captain  Kuyper,  living  along  or 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Berg  River,  complains  to  the  Governor 
that  the  Bushmen  had  attacked  his  kraal  and  taken  all  his  cattle, 
and  had  moreover  killed  five  of  his  wives  aud  all  his  children  ; but 
that  the  Postholder  of  Yogel valley,  Daniel  Deeda,  aud  men  had 
followed  the  marauders,  killed  three  of  them,  and  recaptured  a 
portion  of  the  cattle. 

February  4. — Arrival  of  the  English  return  ship  “ Anna,” 
giving  particulars  of  the  return  fleet  expected. 

February  5. — News  received  from  Robben  Island  that  during 
the  preceding  night  three  convicts  had  escaped  with  a boat  lying 
anchored  there,  and  that  the  garrison  were  obliged  to  give  notice 
of  the  same  by  means  of  various  cannon  shots. 

February  6. — The  foreign  ships  searched  for  the  fugitives,  who 
were,  however,  not  found. 

February  11. — The  cook  of  the  “ Noordgouw  ” found  dead 
before  the  door  of  a certain  canteen.  The  surgeon’s  report  stated 
he  had  died  of  drink. 

February  13. — Arrival  of  the  return  fleet  under  Commander 
Herman  Yoet;  ten  ships. 

February  27. — Arrival  of  the  “ Waterman  ” from  Batavia  with 
supplies  for  the  Cape  and  Mauritius. 

March  6. — The  wooden  water-pipes  in  disrepair.  Water  con- 
sequently flowing  very  indifferently.  Personal  inspection  made 
by  the  Governor,  who  gave  the  necessary  orders. 

March  7. — Meeting  of  Council.  Regarding  the  relief  of  time- 
expired  men  and  their  return  home. 

March  9. — Pumps  repaired ; water  again  flowing  abundantly 
for  the  convenience  of  the  ships. 

March  14. — Sergeant  Godfried  Douderstad,  postholder  in  the 
land  of  Waveren,  reports  as  follows  : — “ That  on  the  2nd  inst.  he 
had  been  warned  by  Hottentots  of  the  tribe  of  Pieter  Passagie 
that  the  Bushmen  had  robbed  their  captain  of  about  150  head  of 
cattle;  that  with  nine  of  his  men  and  twenty- two  Hottentots,  he 
had  pursued  the  thieves  and  found  them  in  the  ‘ groote  bosch  ’ 
(large  forest),  and  after  three  hours’  fight  recaptured  all  the  cattle 
excepting  a cow.  That  the  cattle  had  been  restored  to  Pieter 
Passagie,  and  that  two  of  the  robbers  had  been  killed ; the  rest 
were  scattered.” 

March  16. — As  the  valleys  are  drying  up  because  of  the  con- 
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tinuous  drought,  a troop  of  elephants  showed  themselves  during 
the  last  few  days  near  the  Cape,  in  order  to  obtain  fresh  water  as 
it  is  supposed.  One  was  killed  yesterday  in  the  Tiger  Valley,  and 
was  brought  to  the  Castle  to-day. 

The  “ Liefde  ” takes  in  500  bags  Cape  wheat  and  2 lasts  rye  for 
Batavia. 

March  20. — Meeting  of  Council.  Letters  from  Holland  signed 
and  closed,  &c. 

March  21. — Arrival  of  the  Danish  ship  “Fredericus  Quart  us  ” 
on  the  15th  November  last  from  Copenhagen  to  Tranquebar.  It 
brought  us  news  that  everybody  expected  war. 

Mai’ch  22. — The  drum  sounded  through  the  streets  to  call  the 
men  to  proceed  on  board.  This  evening  the  farewell  dinner  to  the 
fleet  takes  place. 

March  25. — Arrival  of  the  “ trend.  ” from  Zealand  on  the  8th 
November.  It  brings  no  further  news  from  Europe  than  what  we 
know  already. 

March  29. — The  Governor  hands  ov6r  to  Commander  H.  Voet 
and  the  ship’s  officers  the  letters  and  documents  for  Holland. 

March  30. — Wind  South  East,  the  fleet  leaves,  nineteen  ships, . 
under  Commander  Herman  Voet. 

Apiil  6. — News  received  from  Saldanha  Bay’s  station  keeper 
that  on  the  3rd  inst.  at  the  2nd  glass  of  the  1st  watch,  the  ship- 
“ Meresteyn  ” had  stranded  on  the  Jutten  Island  lying  before  the 
bay,  and  been  most  miserably  smashed  among  the  breakers.  That 
the  skipper,  book-keeper,  second  mate  and  most  of  the  men  had 
perished,  and  also  two  women  who  had  come  out  for  the  Cape 
with  their  five  children  That  a boatswain’s  mate  and  a sailor  had 
the  courage  to  seize  some  wood  and  in  that  way  were  washed  on 
shore.  That  they  succeeded  to  reach  the  Company’s  station  there 
and  report  the  sad  occurrence.  All  this  the  Governor  communi- 
cated to  the  masters  by  letter  this  day  by  the  English  ships 
“ Discovery  ” and  “ Rising  Eagle,”  and  to  Batavia  in  a postscript 
by  the  “ Gent.”  The  necessary  steps  were  at  once  taken  to  pro- 
vide for  the  number  saved,  about  100  men,  and  supply  them  with 
fresh  water,  by  means  of  one  of  the  galiots  here.  Skipper  V olkert 
Schouten  of  the  “Noordgouw”  was  therefore  provided  with 
instructions  to  proceed  in  the  “ Wezel”  to  the  Jutten  Island  and 
find  the  exact  spot  of  the  wreck  and  where  the  back  part  of  the 
ship  broke  off  in  the  surf,  in  order  to  discover  whei’e  the  chests  of 
money  which  stood  in  the  saloon,  had  sunk.  He  was  to  do  his 
best  to  recover  all,  or  as  much  as  possible ; and  also  save  as  much 
of  the  wreckage  as  could  be  recovered,  merchandise,  woodwork, 
provisions,  sails,  ropes,  cannon,  &e  , and  make  a complete  list  of  the 
w hole.  He  was  also  to  make  a list  of  the  men  saved,  state  their 
rank,  whether  they  were  sick  or  whole,  and  give  suoh  other  infor- 
mation as  was  necessary  to  enable  the  Governor  to  send  for  the 
men,  Ac.  He  was  further  to  reoover  all  the  ship’s  papers  and  send 
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them  to  the  Cape  at  once,  and  he  was  to  communicate  daily  with 
the  Cape  by  land  or  water. 

April  8. — The  Governor  receives  the  following  letter  from  the 
officers  of  the  “ Merestein,”  belonging  to  the  Chamber  Amsterdam, 
Avi  ecked  on  the  Jutten  Island  on  the  3rd.  About  noon  of  that 
day  they  had  sighted  land  having  the  latitude  of  33°  16'.  They 
then  decided  to  steer  for  it,  in  order  to  make  their  observations. 
About  sunset  they  found  the  point  of  Saldanha  Bay  to  be  North- 
East  by  East  half  East,  about  4J  D.  miles  away.  They  then 
steered  direct  for  the  island  mentioned  in  order  to  obtain  the 
altitude.  When  they  saw  it,  it  was  decided  to  run  in  between  the 
South  East  point  of  Saldanha  Bay  and  the  island.  This  was  in 
the  evening  about  the  first  watch  when  the  second  mate  called  out, 

breakers  ahead.”  The  skipper  then  ordered  to  keep  off,  but  the 
ship  would  not  obey.  He  then  ordered  the  daily  anchor  to  be 
east  out,  having  as  the  mate  said,  who  held  the  lead,  sixteen 
fathoms  depth.  The  anchor  however  dragged,  and  the  skipper 
ordered  the  bower  anchor  to  be  thrown  out,  there  being  still 
sixteen  fathoms  depth.  But  that  anchor  also  dragged,  and  so  the 
ship  got  among  the  breakers  on  the  outside  of  the  island  and  began 
to  strike  so  heavily  that  in  the  course  of  an  hour  it  was  smashed 
into  a thousand  pieces.  Every  one  then  did  his  best  to  save  him- 
self, and  during  the  night  97  men  reached  the  land,  also  a black 
woman.  “ In  the  morning  we  searched  the  beach  but  could  see 
neither  men  nor  goods  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  surf.  We 
remained  there  the  whole  day  and  only  found  one  dead  soldier. 
We  could  do  nothing  more.  We  found  a number  of  floating 
planks,  broken  boxes  and  timber.  The  masts  and  yards  were 
drifting  to  and  from  the  shore.  About  noon  we  made  a raft  which 
we  sent  to  the  mainland  with  two  men  in  order  to  give  notice  to 
the  Company’s  servants  there,  but  before  that  a boat  with  four  men 
came  to  us.  This  morning  we  saved  15  bars  of  lead  without  find- 
ing anything  else.  The  officers  saved  are  the  chief  mate,  the 
Commanoer  of  the  soldiers,  the  3rd  mate,  the  boatswain,  chief 
surgeon,  butler,  cook,  quarter-masters,  chief  carpenter  and  four 
juniors,  a gunner’s  mate  and  a corporal  of  the  soldiers.  We  will 
do  our  best  to  save  what  can  be  recovered,  &c.  (Signed  by)  Isaac 
van  Beek,  Joris  van  Laren,  Cornelius  Zaal,  Arend  Heyndericksz, 
W.  C.  Boevetius,  Cornelius  Turk,  Gerrit  Schouten,  Itemmet  Jansz. 
On  the  Island  of  Jutland  the  5th  day  of  April  1702.  P.S. — We 
have  many  sick  and  weak  among  us  and  nothing  to  eat.’’ 

O verland  the  Governor  at  once  sent  the  following  reply.  That  he 
had  heard  of  the  terrible  misfortune  and  loss  of  life,  and  that  as 
yet  nothing  of  the  cargo  had  been  recovered,  that  was  of  any 
value.  The  “ Wezel  ” had  at  once  been  despatched  with  pro- 
visions, and  left  yesterday  morning  with  Skipper  Volkert  Schouten, 
the  garrison  book-keeper  Jacobus  Cruse  and  the  ensign  Ambrosius 
Zassee.  The  commissioners  have  been  instructed  carefully  to  save 
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whatever  of  money  or  cargo  may  wash  up,  or  be  recovered.  They 
were  to  be  assisted  in  everything  and  their  orders  implicitly 
obeyed. 

April  9. — Sunday.  The  morning  Service  conducted  by  the 
French  Minister  Pierre  Simond. 

April  11. — The  following  letter  from  Saldanha  Bay  from  V. 
Schouten  and  the  Commissioners.  They  had  left  Table  Bay  on 
the  7th,  and  the  following  morning  were  at  Dassen  Island,  where 
they  found  the  “ Bergh  ” still  at  anchor  and  in  good  condition. 
The  few  sick  were  rapidly  recovering  by  eating  the  rabbits  and 
greens  on  the  island.”  We  gave  them  5 leaguers  of  water  and 
kept  20,  and  also  6 sheep ; we  took  from  the  vessel  a cask  of  pork, 
one  cask  of  meat,  a half  aum  of  brandy,  a sein,  and  70  lbs.  of  pork 
for  the  men  of  the  galiot.  On  Sunday  afternoon  about  five  we 
arrived  at  Jutten  Island  and  with  a South  East  breeze  approached 
as  near  as  we  could  and  then  anchored.  Skipper  Volkert  and  the 
Commander  Filip  ter  Kuys  then  landed  and  heard  the  following 
particulars.  About  noon  of  the  3rd  they  had  seen  the  North 
point  of  the  bay.  Thinking  that  the  moon  would  favour  them,  the 
wind  being  south  west  and  west  south  west,  and  having  more  than 
40  sick  on  board,  they  decided  to  run  into  the  bay.  They  then 
sailed  on  the  starboard  tack  beyond  the  north  point  until  the 
second  mate  who  stood  on  the  forecastle  looking  out,  cried, 
“ breakers.”  This  was  the  south  point.  They  were  then  between 
this  and  the  south  west  side  of  the  Jutten  Island.  The  skipper 
ordered  them  at  once  to  luff  and  unfurl  the  hind  sails  ; but  the 
chief  mate  standing  in  the  main-rigging  called  out  to  the  skipper 
in  God’s  name  to  luff  up  in  order  to  be  able  to  sail  through 
between  the  shore  mentioned  and  the  island.  The  ship  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  saved,  but  the  skipper  seeing  that  he  could 
not  get  round  before  the  wind  and  being  near  the  island  dropped 
the  daily  anchor,  which  would  not  hold  however.  He  therefore 
threw  out  the  bower,  and  then  the  mate  again  advised  the  skipper 
to  cut  the  cables  as  the  foresails  were  well  filled,  in  order  to  bring 
the  ship  round.  Upon  this  the  skipper  called  the  junior  officers 
together  and  during  this  waste  of  time  the  ship  drifted  on  shore 
against  the  south  west  side,  which  is  the  worst  part  of  the  Island, 
through  the  breakers  and  on  the  rocks.  In  a moment  it  was  gone 
and  smashed. 

It  is  a wonder  that  any  one  was  saved  in  such  a heavy  sea 
which  wriggles  itself  through  the  high  and  smooth  sharp  rocks, 
but  98  men  and  a black  woman  survived,  as  the  list  will  show. 

Only  some  lead  has  been  saved,  and  some  forty  planks.  We 
believe  that  the  cargo  has  been  drifting  in  and  out  with  the  ebb 
and  flow. 

We  do  not  believe  that  any  of  the  money  chests  will  ever  be 
recovered,  as  the  back  part  of  the  ship  was  the  first  to  break  far 
outside  against  a rock  in  the  heaviest  part  of  the  surf. 
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We  have  taken  the  men  at  once  from  the  island  as  the  north 
west  winds  cause  heavy  surf,  so  that  often  for  more  than  a month 
one  is  to  keep  away  from  the  place.  But  we  left  the  chief  mate 
and  nine  men  provided  with  necessaries  there,  in  order  to  watch 
whether  anything-  washed  up.  We  expect  a vessel  to  fetch  the 
men,  we  have  very  little  food  for  so  many,  and  send  a list  of  what 
we  require.”  (Signed  by)  Y.  Schouten  and  the  Commissioners. 
Saldanha  Bay,  11th  April,  1702. 

April  13. — A vessel  despatched  to  Saldanha  Bay  for  the  men. 

April  16. — Easter  Sunday.  In  the  morning  the  glorious 
resurrection  of  Our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  was  remembered. 
In  the  afternoon  the  catechism  was  continued,  and  after  preceding 
confession  a Chinaman  named  Abraham  was  married  to  a liberated 
female  slave  named  Maria. 

April  23. — Sunday.  For  the  first  time  the  Rev.  Hendrik  Bek, 
minister  elect  of  Drakenstein,  officiated  here.  He  had  but  lately 
arrived  in  one  of  the  last  ships. 

April  24. — Arrival  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  “ Merestein.” 

April  27. — The  following  letter  sent  by  sea  to  Saldanha  Bay. 
The  “ Amy  ” brought  your  letter  of  the  19th,  with  some  timber 
and  men  saved  from  the  wreck.  We  also  saw  that  you  had 
recovered  in  “ Baviaans  Bay,”  ten  casks  of  butter  and  two  half  aums 
of  brandy,  but  as  you  do  not  satisfy  us  or  give  us  any  information 
regarding  the  chief  point,  the  recovery  of  the  money,  or  the  means 
to  enable  us  to  do  so,  you  are  by  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  us 
where  the  money  chests  have  sunk,  how  deep  it  is  there,  and  how 
far  from  the  shore,  also,  what  would  be  the  most  suitable  time  to 
fish  it  up  from  the  bottom.  But  should  there  be  no  probability  of 
doing  so,  the  chief  mate  on  the  island  and  his  men  shall  make  a 
declaration,  each  separately,  which  you  also  shall  do,  and  confirm 
by  oath  here  at  the  Cape.  You  shall  circumstantially  mention  the 
reasons  of  impossibility,  that  we  may  see  and  examine  them  and 
so  be  guided  in  sending  for  the  mate  and  his  men,  and  likewise 
to  make  use  of  them  when  we  write  to  the  directors.  The  “ Amy  ” 
returns  at  once  to  take  in  the  rest  of  the  goods  recovered,  &c. 
(Signed  by)  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  27th  April,  1702. 

May  7. — Sunday.  Rev.  Petrus  Kalden  being  absent,  the  services 
are  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Bek. 

Letter  received  from  the  Commissioners  at  Saldanha  Bay. 
“ After  receipt  of  your  letter  we  took  50  men  and  explored  the 
Southern  shore  but  only  found  a few  planks. 

On  the  13th  we  sailed  to  the  Northern  shore  and  anchored  about 
noon  in  the  Hoetjes  Bay.  We  found  a few  articles  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, which  we  collected.  The  following  day  we  went  west- 
ward to  the  Baviaans  Bay  where  we  found  some  butter,  brandy r 
and  oil  and  some  wood  work.  Because  of  the  heavy  surf  we  have 
only  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  it  on  board. 

The  “Amy”  takes  some  timber  and  75  men  as  per  list. 
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"We  would  like  to  know  what  we  must  do  with  the  mate  and 
men  left  on  Jutten  Island.  The  sea  often  beats  against  it  so 
heavily  that  a month  passes  before  a landing  becomes  possible.” 
Signed  as  above,  19th  April. 

Declarations  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  crew  of  the  “ Wezel  ” 
besides  some  of  the  men  of  the  “ Merestein.”  That  they  had 
been  together  on  Jutten  Island  to  contrive  means  by  which,  if 
possible,  the  place  might  be  reached  where  the  specie  had  gone 
down.  We  sailed  with  the  boat  above  the  island  mentioned,  taking 
with  us  the  chief  mate  of  the  “ Merestein,”  who  pointed  out  every- 
thing to  us ; where  they  dropped  anchor  the  first  time  and  where 
we  found  a sandy  bottom  and  15|  fathoms  of  water.  We  found 
on  that  spot  the  south  point  of  the  bay  to  be  south  by  east,  and 
the  place  where  the  ship  went  down  north  by  east.  Where  the 
vessel  drifted  through,  we  found  the  same  sandy  bottom  in  14 
fathoms.  Wo  further  approached  the  rocks  to  about  150  or  200 
yards  just  free  from  the  breakers  and  found  13  fathoms  water  and 
a rocky  bottom.  This  was  the  nearest  approach  we  could  make 
without  danger  of  our  lives  to  the  spot  where  the  “ Merestein  ” sank. 

Regarding  the  recovery  of  the  specie,  we  believe  it  to  be  impos- 
sible and  that  nothing  will  ever  be  possible  to  be  undertaken  on 
this  point.  The  obstacles  are  the  great  and  violent  waves  which 
come  straight  from  the  open  sea,  and  bang  against  this  side. 
Whether  it  be  windy  or  calm,  the  sea  remains  the  same.  We 
therefore  again  declare  it  to  be  impossible  to  approach  the  spot 
with  any  vessel  or  whatever  it  may  be.  The  specie  can  likewise 
not  be  thrown  up  by  the  sea,  as  to  all  appearance  there  is  a steep 
depth  here,  &c.  (Signed  by)  Y.  Sehouten,  &c.,  and  confirmed  by 
oath. 

Declaration  of  the  chief  mate  Isaac  van  Beek  and  the  nine  men 
left  on  Jutten  Island. 

Having  been  by  the  Governor’s  orders,  strictly  questioned 
whether  any  method  might  be  contrived  by  which  to  recover  the 
specie,  they  declare  that  it  will  be  impossible.  (N.B. — The  same 
reasons  given  as  stated  above).  They  also  confirm  their  declaration 
by  oath. 

May  8. — Governor’s  letter  to  the  Commissioners.  He  acknow- 
ledges receipt  of  the  above  missive  and  declarations,  and  approves 
of  what  has  been  done.  As  it  appears  that  all  further  steps  are 
useless,  he  orders  all  to  return.  Other  vessels  will  he  sent  to  cruise 
off  the  Jutten  Island  to  pick  up  what  may  still  wash  up  All 
the  men  and  goods  to  be  embarked  in  the  galiot  and  the  rest  to  be 
left  in  charge  of  the  postholder.  (Signed)  W.  A.  van  der  Stel. 

May  14. — Arrival  of  the  galiot  “ Boode  ” to  remain  here  until 
further  orders  as  arranged  by  the  Seventeen. 

May  1 6. — The  skipper  of  the  “ Hank,”  Baltus  Doen,  having 
died  on  the  voyage,  the  skipper  of  the  “ Boode  ” Jan  le  Roux  was 
appointed  in  his  stead. 
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May  19. — Return  of  the  Commissioners  from  Saldanha  Bay, 
they  having  not  been  able  to  do  anything  more. 

May  23. — Meeting  of  Council.  Mauritius  having  last  year  been 
but  soberly  provided  with  supplies,  because  the  “ Boor  ” had  not 
arrived  in  time  from  Batavia  with  the  usual  stores  for  the  Cape 
and  that  island,  the  Governor  proposes  to  send  the  “ Noordgouw  ” 
as  soon  as  possible  with  the  necessary  supplies,  and  to  instruct  it 
to  take  on  board  the  ebony  requisitioned  by  the  directors,  and 
thence  to  proceed  to  Madagascar  for  slaves,  a large  number 
obtained  last  year  having  died  on  the  passage  and  after  arrival. 
This  was  agreed  to,  and  as  commissioner  of  the  said  frigate  was 
appointed  Jan  Singendonck.  Philip  ter  Kuys  was  made  chief 
officer. 

May  27. — Court  of  Justice  inquires  into  the  goods  found  and 
left  in  the  flute  “ Haak  ” by  the  deceased  skipper  B.  Doen.  The 
quantity  being  so  exorbitant,  the  fiscal  had  made  the  usual 
investigation  and  reported.  As  there  were  no  heirs  here,  the 
curator  ad  Htcs,  because  the  sale  had  been  fixed  for  Monday  next, 
had  begged  a postponement  in  order,  if  possible,  to  find  some  proof 
in  favour  of  tbe  widow  and  heirs,  and  so  reply  to  the  demand  of 
the  fiscal.  Postponed  accordingly  until  Thursday  next. 

June  1.  — The  above  matter  decided  by  the  court.  No 
particulars  given. 

June  2. — Arrival  of  the  English  warship  “Kingfisher,”  which 
reported  that  shortly  after  its  departure  the  war  between  Spain, 
France,  England  and  the  States  General  would  be  proclaimed. 
That  she  and  her  consorts  (8)  were  destined  for  St.  Helena  to 
wait  for  all  English  merchantmen,  and  at  a fixed  time  leave  with 
them  for  their  native  country.  She  had  come  hither  to  bring  the 
news. 

June  14. — The  “ Huis  te  Beyweg  ” takes  450  muids  new 
wheat  to  Batavia,  also  some  of  the  goods  recovered  from  the 
“ Merestein.” 

June  22. — The  following  letter  sent  to  Landdrost  Michael 
Ditmar  : — “ In  spite  of  our  orders  of  22nd  May  you  have  not  sent 
hither  the  well-known  Pieter  Becker,  sentenced  by  the  Court  on 
the  10th  November,  1701,  to  banishment  to  Mauritius  for  ten 
years.  He  is  to  proceed  thither  in  the  “ Noordgouw,”  already 
prepared  to  leave.  As  the  vessel  cannot  be  delayed  for  this 
purpose,  and  as  you  do  not  show  the  diligence  required  in  minding 
the  Company’s  interests,  you  are  once  more  imperatively  ordered, 
on  receipt  of  this,  personally  to  take  Becker  in  charge  and  conduct 
him  to  the  castle.  Should  you  delay  any  longer  we  will  be 
obliged  to  show  you  our  dissatisfaction.  (Signed)  W.  A.  van  der 
Stel,  22nd  June,  1702.” 

June  23.  — Letter  to  Governor  from  the  “ Zuydpool  ” in 
Saldanha  Bay.  The  writer,  Gerrit  Bronkhord,  says  that  they 
have  filled  all  the  casks  with  fish  and  used  up  the  salt.  They 
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had  found  no  more  along  shore  than  what  the  commissioners 
had  reported,  &c.  The  Governor  expresses  in  reply  his  approval, 
and  sends  other  empty  casks  to  be  filled  likewise.  They  were 
continually  to  be  on  the  alert  to  try  and  recover  more  of  the 
wreckage. 

June  25. — Sunday  services  held  by  one  of  the  ship’s  ministers. 
The  “ Noordgouw  ” leaves  for  Madagascar. 

June  28. — Heavy  N.  W.  storm. 

June  29. — Fine  rain,  doing  a great  deal  of  good  to  the  parched 
earth. 

June  30. — Heavy  rain,  sea  and  wind,  making  it  very  dangerous 
to  the  ships. 

July  1. — Garrison  mustered.  No  particulars  given. 

July  25. — Notice  to  all  published  that  Fiscal  Blesius  and 
commissioners  intend  on  the  11th  August  next  to  stamp  all 
weights  and  measures  in  the  Council  Chamber  within  the  castle. 

July  26. — Arrival  of  the  “ Vosmaar,”  which  had  left  Plymouth 
on  the  26th  April.  She  brought  despatches  from  the  Secret 
Committee  dated  24th  March,  stating  that  His  Majesty  of  Great 
Britain  had  retired  to  rest  in  the  Lord  in  London  on  the  19th 
March,  and  that  Princess  Anna  had  on  the  same  day  been  pro- 
claimed Queen. 

August  20. — Arrival  of  the  “ Ter  Eemden  ” frigate,  having 
been  despatched  from  Holland  on  the  15th  May  to  the  Cape  and 
India  with  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  between  the  States 
and  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  France. 

August  22.  — Meeting  of  Council.  Despatches  considered. 
Decided  to  send  the  despatches  for  Batavia  received  by  “Ter 
Eemden”  with  the  “ Ghyn  ” and  “ Wateringe  ” ready  to  leave. 
To  send  the  “ Boode  ” with  copies,  &c.,  to  Ceylon  to-morrow,  and 
to  send  the  “ Wezel,”  as  soon  as  she  is  repaired,  to  Gamron  in 
Persia.  The  rest  to  be  forwarded  to  Ceylon  by  the  “ Ter  Eemden.” 
As  soon  as  the  “ Buysje  ” arrives  she  is  to  be  despatched,  as  twice 
ordered,  to  Batavia  with  her  letters  for  India,  and  one  of  the 
galiots  still  tarrying,  the  “ Zegeu  ” or  “ Postlooper  ” to  be  sent 
away  for  the  same  purpose,  that  the  Company’s  distant  officers 
may  not  remain  too  long  in  ignorance  of  the  war,  &c. 

August  24  — The  “ Wezel  ” rapidly  fitted  out  for  India. 

August  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  leases  considered,  also 
the  burgher  parade  and  exercise  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein. 
The  Governor  submits  that  the  lease  of  wines  (Cape)  had  produced 
much  less  last  year  than  it  did  the  year  before,  and  that  this 
might  be  prevented  if  a lessee  were  allowed  to  lease  more  than  one 
part  (quarter),  and  to  have  in  addition  to  his  shop  at  his  dwelling- 
house,  another  for  the  same  purpose.  Conditions  altered  accord- 
ingly. The  beer  licence  to  be  left  to  the  widow  It.  Mensink  and 
her  son  Willem  for  f.3,000.  The  rest  to  remain  uualtered. 

The  Governor  further  represents  that  the  men  of  Stellenbosch 
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and  Drakenstein  have  the  custom  on  the  5th  September  of  each 
year  to  meet  and  fire  at  the  popinjay,  and  have  their  parade  on 
the  1st  Ootober,  in  presence  of  commissioners.  That,  however, 
the  latter  had  been  last  time  treated  in  a most  ungentlemanly 
manner  by  diverse  ringleaders,  and  in  fact  insulted  to  such  an 
extent  that  one  of  them  had  to  be  apprehended  by  the  Landdrost, 
and  being  indicted,  was  sentenced  by  the  court  here.  And 
whereas  all  the  bad  misunderstandings  there  had  not  yet  ceased, 
but  on  the  c mtrary,  appeared  to  get  worse,  being  fed  by  some  of 
the  officials  there  who  have  the  least  right  to  do  so ; and  as  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  if  the  exercises  were  to  take  place  on  the  old 
footing  next  month,  much  more  mischief  might  be  expected,  and 
as  this  should  be  avoided  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  make  some 
changes  among  the  officers  there,  because  of  their  excesses,  they 
having  without  authority  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor 
deprived  the  cornet,  Jan  Botma,  of  his  standard  and  degraded 
him  to  the  rank  of  private.  Therefore  it  was  decided,  until 
further  orders,  not  to  allow  the  parade,  &c.,  to  take  place  there, 
not  only  because  of  the  present  war  between  the  States  and  the 
kings  of  Spain  and  France, — so  that  it  is  but  fair  that  the  men 
should  muster  here, — but  also  because  of  the  quarrels  mentioned, 
and  to  let  the  exercises  take  place  at  the  Cape.  For  that  purpose 
the  1st  Company  of  Burghor  Infantry  shall  appear  here,  in  full 
nrms,  on  the  15th  September,  to  make  their  parade  ; the  2nd 
Company  on  the  15th  October,  and  on  the  1st  October  the 
Company’s  Cavalry.  All  contraveners  or  unwilling  burghers, 
absent  without  sufficient  reason,  shall  for  each  offence  be  fined 
Eds.  10. 


The  annual  lease  produced  this  day — 


For  Tobacco  . . 

. . f 350.  For  Cape 

wine,  1st  part 

f8,000 

For  European  Beer 

. . f 1,930. 

2nd  ,, 

f9,100 

For  Brandy,  &c. 

. . f2,700. 

3rd  „ 

f8,400 

For  Cape  Beer 

. . f3,000. 

4th  „ 

f8,500 

Total  f34,000 

Grand  total,  f 41, 980, 
or  f 112,330  more  than  last  year. 

September  2. — The  “ Amy  ” ordered  to  return  from  Saldanha 
Bay  with  the  fish. 

September  4. — The  “ Amy  ” being  repaired  with  portions  of  the 
wreck  of  the  “ Merestein.” 

September  15. — As  ordered,  the  Stellenbosch  burghers  parade 
this  day  at  the  Cape. 

October  2. — Strong  wind  and  heavy  rain.  Notwithstanding 
this,  the  cavalry  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  do  their  parade 
in  full  marohing  order. 

October  4. — The  “Zegen”  leaves  for  Persia,  &c.,  with  news  of 
the  war. 


October  6. — A certain  Company’s  servant  sentenced  to  fall  three 
times  from  the  yard-arm  and  receive  a blow  on  the  buttocks. 

October  10. — The  postholders  of  the  Grroenekloof,  the  land  of 
Waveren  and  the  Yogel valley  ordered  always  to  send  out  armed 
patrols  in  search  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  clear  the  country  of  these 
malefactors.  Those  armed  with  guns  and  showing  resistance  to 
be  shot  if  they  cannot  be  caught.  The  Governor,  however,  would 
like  them  only  to  be  wounded  sufficiently  in  order  to  be  easily 
apprehended.  This  latter  course  only  to  be  adopted  when  all 
others  are  impossible. 

October  16.  — The  Burgher  Company  of  Stellenbosch  and 
Drakenstein  go  through  their  parade  exercises. 

October  21. — The  Governor  writes  to  Landdrost  and  Heem- 
raden  at  Stellenbosch  as  follows : — That  the  shooting  of  the 
popinjay  should  be  kept  up  ; the  ordinary  exercises  were  therefore 
to  take  place  on  the  24th  inst.  The  commissioners  will  be 
despatched  in  time — all  the  fines  to  be  collected  from  those  who 
were  found  absent  at  the  Cape,  &c 

October  22. — The  English  vessel  “ China  Merchant  ” reports 
that  it  had  been  at  Mauritius  from  the  6th  July  to  the  7th 
September,  and  that  a vehement  and  violent  hurricane  had  swept 
over  the  place  in  May  last,  such  as  no  man’s  memory  knows  the 
like  of.  All  houses  had  been  ruined  and  thrown  down  ; hardly  a 
piece  was  left  standing.  Many  birds  and  animals  had  been  blown 
into  the  sea  and  washed  away. 

October  27.- — Meeting  of  Council.  Regarding  the  abuse  of  the 
permission  of  free  barter  with  the  natives. 

The  Governor  refers  to  the  Directors’  orders  of  27th  June, 
1699,  cancelling  the  ordinances  published  against  free  barter  with 
the  Hottentots,  and  permitting  the  Colonists  to  trade  with  the 
Hottentots  in  friendship.  He  submits  that  as  the  Directors  had 
been  informed  that  the  freemen  personally  or  by  others,  often 
forced  the  cattle  from  the  Hottentots  by  blows  or  thumps,  and  so 
caused  the  latter  much  trouble,  that  an  ordinance  should  be  issued 
providing  against  this  evil.  He  lays  on  the  table  the  placcaat 
issued  on  the  last  day  of  February,  1700,  on  the  subject,  by  which 
all  freemen  going  out  to  barter  were  expressly  forbidden  to  compel 
the  Hottentots  by  auy  violent  act  to  barter  their  cattle  or  to  take  it 
away  from  them  in  any  way,  as  all  offenders  would  be  punished 
either  capitally  or  corporally  (in  order  to  deter  others)  as  robbers 
and  murderers.  He  further  points  out  that  many  of  the  freemen 
last  year,  instead  of  realising  the  good  intentions  of  the  Directors, 
and  respecting  the  placcaat,  had  on  the  contrary  provided  with 
merchandise — e.g,,  tobacco,  beads,  arrack,  &c.,  liked  by  these 
natives,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  bartering  with  the  neighbour- 
ing Hottentots,  as  it  behoves  honest  Christians  and  inhabitants, 
with  friendship  and  mutual  consent,  proceeded  from  time  to  time 
in  troops  of  40  and  50,  without  giving  the  slightest  notice  to  the 
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Government,  from  80  to  100  Dutch  miles  beyond  its  limits  to  the 
east  and  Dorth  to  far  distant  Hottentots  (as  those  living  near  are 
already  almost  entirely  destitute  of  cattle),  to  tribes  as  yet  unknown 
to  the  Company  (fitted  out,  besides  their  necessary  supplies,  by 
other  selfish  people,  who  do  not  join  the  expedition,  but  like  the 
crimps,  do  so  for  vile  gain)  with  the  necessary  merchandise,  and 
also  with  powder  and  lead,  which  they  know  how  to  obtain  here 
or  there,  which  tribes  they  deprive  of  their  cattle  by  violence  and 
murder.  The  cattle  having  been  brought  to  the  places  where 
they  live  and  converted  into  money,  the  latter  is  spent  in  all  kinds 
of  debauchery.  After  that  a new  expedition  is  undertaken,  know- 
ing that  those  distant  people,  not  acquainted  with  the  Company, 
would  not  come  to  complain.  Some  days  ago  a troop  of  forty-five 
such  vile  freemen  of  the  worst  stamp  returned  from  a similar 
expedition,  the  good  and  well-disposed  freemen  not  taking  a share 
in  such  crimes.  The  Governor  therefore  wished  the  matter 
investigated,  and  the  Fiscal  and  Landdrost  to  take  action,  that 
those  found  guilty  might  be  punished.  This  ordinance  and  notioe 
to  be  affixed  at  the  proper  place. 

November  1. — This  morning  the  burghers  had  target  practice 
on  horseback,  and  in  the  afternoon  fired  at  the  parrot  on  foot. 

November  2. — The  exercises  continued.  Heavy  South-Easter 
and  rain. 

November  3. — Exercises  continued.  The  burgher  Jan  Vlok 
became  champion  (Naam  Koning)  of  the  cavalry,  and  Jacob  Yogel 
of  the  infantry. 

November  3. — Grand  Parade  of  the  burghers  on  the  plain 
betweeu  the  Castle  and  the  houses,  before  the  Governor  and 
Council,  all  fully  armed.  The  proper  number  of  volleys  having 
been  fired,  and  the  burghers  having  marched  to  the  fort  and  done 
the  same  thing  there,  they  retired  in  proper  order,  were  thanked 
in  the  Company’s  name  with  a gun  from  the  point  Buren,  and  as 
usual,  regaled  on  six  casks  of  Fatherland  beer. 

November  25. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Borneo  ” from 
Borneo.  Reports  that  the  “ Noordgouw  ” had  left  Mauritius  for 
Madagascar. 

November  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  ordinary  annual 
writing  off  allowed.  All  damaged  articles  to  be  sold. 

December  1. — Placcaat  published  for  preserving  the  reeds  in  the 
Downs,  so  indispensable  for  thatching  purposes.  Mischievous 
people  in  the  habit  of  making  fires  there  and  so  destroying  acres 
of  these  rushes — a great  public  loss.  All  therefore  imperatively 
commanded  not  to  make  such  fires.  Every  one  without  exception 
found  contravening  this  order,  personally  or  through  his  slaves, - 
shall  if  convicted  be  publicly  whipped  at  a pole  on  the  place  of 
execution. 

December  10. — Return  of  the  “ Noordgouw.”  It  had  only 
obtained  forty-three  male  and  five  female  slaves  in  the  river 
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Maningare,  because  the  place  had  been  off  and  on  visited  by  two 
pirates.  For  that  reason  the  King  would  not  allow  any  slaves  to 
be  sent  down.  Hence  the  “ Noordgouw  ” made  haste  to  return. 

December  10. — rihe  slaves  landed  and  sent  to  the  hospital  to  be 
clothed  and  nursed. 

December  20. — The  “Borneo”  prepares  to  leave,  with  the 
usual  salute.  Yesterday  however  three  of  her  men  escaped  to  the 
“ Noordgouw,”  stating  that  they  had  deserted  from  Batavia  by 
the  “ Borneo,”  and  had  run  away  again  because  of  the  bad  treat- 
ment received  on  that  ship.  The  Fiscal  sent  on  board  the  “ Borneo  ” 
to  demand  the  others.  They  were  sent  to  the  “ Noordgouw.” 

December  23. — Meeting  of  Council.  New  appointments  — 

Cape  Church. — Adriaan  van  Rheede  to  be  elder  vice  W.  Corsse- 
naar  for  the  Company,  Jan  Rotterdam  to  remain  one  year  longer 
for  the  burghers.  Francois  Gruto  and  Bastiaan  Sigismund  to  be 
deacous  for  the  Company  vice  H.  Bussing,  and  Ab.  Poulle ; and 
Gillis  Soullier  vice  Pieter  van  der  Poel  for  the  burghers. 

Stellenbosch. — G.  du  Toit  to  succeed  P.  van  der  Byl  as  elder,  and 
Joan  Mahieu  to  be  deacon  vice  Jac.  van  der  Heyde. 

Broken  a teiu . — Martin  van  Staade  to  be  elder  vice  Pieter  Yilliers, 
and  Daniel  Hugo  and  Jacob  Yilliers  to  succeed  Pierre  Yivie  and 
David  Senecal. 

Jacob  Cruse  appointed  to  audit  the  books.  &c.,  of  these  churches. 

Marriage  Board  — G.  Heems  to  be  succeeded  by  J.  Meerlant. 

Burgher  Council. — G.  Heems  and  A.  Diemer  to  succeed  H. 
Husing  and  N.  Oortmans. 

Orphan  Board. — C.  H.  Diepenauw  and  H.  Bouman  to  succeed 
G.  Heems  and  C.  Botma. 

Petty  Cas<s  Board. — Ensign  C.  Witsen  to  succeed  the  Ensign 
Ambrosius  Zassee,  departed. 

Stellenbosch  Hcemraden. — G.  du  Toit  and  W.  Pretorius. 

Drakenstein  Hcemraden. — Marten  van  Stade  and  P.  Russou. 

December  26. — The  commissioners  leave  for  the  country  to 
collect  the  annual  returns. 

December  31. — (Sunday).  Usual  services.  The  church  officers 
inducted,  and  gratitude  expressed  for  God’s  mercies  during  the 
year. 

1703. 

January  1. — New  Year.  Celebrated  as  usual. 

January  2. — Body  of  a Hottentot  woman  found  in  the  stone 
quarry  with  marks  of  fatal  wounds  on  it.  Three  Hottentots 
apprehended  on  suspicion. 

January  8. — Burgher  councillors  sworn  in.  Rain  in  the  night. 

January  13.— Arrival  at  last  of  the  Mercurius  galiot.  It  had 
left  Holland  on  t lie  30th  July  and  brought  the  good  news  of  the 
taking  of  Keyserswaart  and  the  battles  on  the  Gegherheyde  and 
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near  Nymegen,  by  which  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  Nymegen 
had  been  frustrated. 

January  18. — A letter  sent  to  Robben  Island  accompanying  two 
Hottentots,  “ Bontebock  ” and  “ Gerrit,”  who  were  to  be  kept 
there  and  not  allowed  to  escape,  as  they  were  on  intimate  tei’ms 
and  had  held  communication  with  the  Hottentots  who  had  stolen 
some  of  the  cattle  of  the  Company  and  freemen.  They  were  to 
work  for  their  food. 

January  22. — New  water-pipes  being  laid  down. 

February  1. — Very  warm  weather,  ripening  the  grapes  very 
fast. 

February  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “Noordgouw”  to  be 
sent  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  be  repaired. 

February  22. — Excessive  heat,  ripening  the  grapes.  Wine- 
pressing commenced  already. 

March  6. — Arrival  of  the  “ Reygersdal,”  the  first  of  the  return 
ships,  bringing  particulars  of  the  rest  (ten),  which  had  left  Batavia 
on  the  1st  December,  under  the  flag  of  Commander  Jacobus 
Broegh. 

March  9. — Governor  receives  a letter  regarding  the  repairs  to 
the  “ Noordgouw  ” at  Saldanha  Bay. 

March  15. — Arrival  of  some  of  the  return  ships. 

March  26.— The  “ Noordgouw  ” returns  from  Saldanha  Bay. 

March  29. — The  postholder  of  Eliphants  kloof  complains  in  a 
letter  to  the  Governor  that  the  one  at  Vogel  valley  wishes  to 
command  over  his  post  also.  He  does  not  hope  that  the  Governor 
wishes  to  punish  him  heavily,  as  he  is  conducting  matters  very 
badly  in  the  country,  though  he  does  not  behave  unreasonaffiy  to 
the  writer  alone,  but  also  to  the  freemen.  “As  you  ordered  three 
men  to  be  ‘commanded  ’ from  the  Vogel  vlei,  the  corporal  came  to  me 
and  wished  to  take  two  of  my  men  away,  but  I refused  and  would 
not  give  them  without  your  orders.  You  are  aware  that  this  is 
the  most  dangerous  post  in  the  whole  country,  and  the  most 
favourably  situated  for  the  protection  of  the  farmers.  The  post  at 
Vogel  valley,  on  the  contrary,  lies  as  safely  as  if  it  were  at  the 
Cape,  for  the  Hottentots  can  only  cross  there  over  the  Little 
Berg  River.  I await  your  instructions  how  to  act.”  He  was 
told  in  reply  that  what  he  had  done  was  approved  of,  that  the 
post-keepers  had  no  right  to  claim  authority  over  each  other ; but 
when  the  Bushmen  were  out  marauding  they  were  to  assist  each 
other  to  prevent  the  mischief  as  much  as  possible. 

April  3. — A sailor  for  having  struck  the  second  officer  of  his 
ship,  sentenced  to  be  whipped,  placed  in  irons  and  sent  to  Robben 
Island  as  convict  for  three  years,  with  a further  forfeiture  of  six 
months’  pay. 

April  9. — Farewell  dinner  to  the  return  fleet. 

April  19. — A sailor  for  having  treacherously  wounded  a comrade 
in  the  face  sentenced  to  be  severely  whipped,  to  receive  a cut  in 


60 


the  right  cheek,  to  be  banished  for  five  years  in  chains  on  Robben 
Island,  and  to  pay  the  costs. 

April  24. — Sergeant  Louw  returned,  having  been  sent  some- 
time ago  by  the  Governor,  with  a commando  at  the  request  of  the 
Hottentot  Captain  Coopman,  to  recover  some  cattle  stolen  by  the 
Ubiqua  nation.  He  had  parti}''  succeeded.  Seme  of  the  robbers 
were  shot  and  two  taken  prisoners.  The  cattle  were  restored  to 
Coopman. 

May  1. — A much  desired  rain  fell  during  the  night.  Ploughing 
will  now  become  possible. 

May  3. — Arrival  of  the  “ Vegt.”  In  the  Gulf  of  France  it  had 
encountered  a heavy  French  war-ship,  and  was  obliged  to  fire  with 
ball  tlmee  times.  The  Frenchman  however  did  not  defend  himself, 
and  in  that  way  they  passed  each  other.  After  the  taking  of  the 
town  Yenlo,  the  towns  Roermonde,  Stevenswaart  and  Luyk  had 
also  surrendered  to  the  allies,  and  Gelder  had  been  blockaded  in 
the  autumn  following. 

May  11. — The  Governor  writes  as  follows  to  the  Landdrost  and 
Heemraden  of  Stellenbosch  (Pieter  Robbertsz)  : “ That  the 
Drakenstein  people  have  complained  that  the  corn  mill  there  is 
defective,  that  the  mill  is  to  be  repaired  at  once,  and  that  satis- 
factory reasons  shall  be  given  to  him  why  the  mill  became 
defective.” 

May  23. — The  Landdrost  and  H.  H.  reply  as  follows: — 

No.  1.  That  the  mill  has  very  little  water  in  summer  and  is 
often  to  stand  still.  A large  dam  is  necessary ; this  will  requhe 
much  money.  The  mill  has  no  loft  or  doors,  the  maker  has 
to  make  them  but  has  not  yet  done  so,  though  paid  in  full  already, 
as  the  ex-IIeemraad  Barend  Burgert  says.  They  therefore  beg  the 
Governor’s  orders  on  what  they  are  to  do  in  the  matter ; dated 
16th  May. 

No.  2.  They  complain  that  the  people  will  not  obey  or  carry  out 
any  orders  given  them.  They  had  sent  the  messenger  to  more  than 
sixteen  houses  to  command  two  wagons,  in  order  to  convey  the 
timber  for  the  mill,  with  the  offer  of  liberal  payment,  but  some 
excused  themselves  and  others  were  disinclined.  “ In  the  case  of 
the  minister’s  fuel,  we  are  to  be  satisfied  with  unsatisfactory  reports  ; 
this  is  the  case  likewise  in  all  public  affairs.  We  leave  the  matter 
in  your  hands  ” ; dated  21st  May. 

May  24. — In  reply  the  Governor  expresses  his  dissatisfaction 
with  the  unwillingness  of  the  people  by  which  public  interests  are 
seriously  injured.  That  order  may  reign,  be  commands  every 
owner  of  wagons  and  oxen  under  Stellenbosch,  and  whose  turn  it 
will  be  according  to  the  list  to  be  framed  by  the  Landdrost,  to 
take  that  Lira,  and  should  he  be  unwilling  or  unable  to  show  fair 
reason  to  excuse  himself,  a wagon  and  oxen  shall  be  hired  at  his 
expense;  and  should  he  be  unwillirg  to  pay,  that  then  the  money 
shall  be  recovered  by  summary  process.  Those  unwilling  to  ride 
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fuel  for  the  minister  to  be  written  down  on  a list,  that  proper  steps 
may  be  taken  against  them,  &c. 

Another  was  sent  to  Drakensteiu  as  follows  : — “ That  the  mill- 
wright, Jan  Yosloo,  is  to  he  summoned  at  once  before  the  Court 
of  Justice  to  compel  him  to  complete  his  contract.  That  though 
it  costs  money,  the  Governor  and  Council  would  allow  the  expense 
for  the  public  benefit,  but  the  hoard  was  to  send  them  an  exact 
estimate  of  the  cost.  It  was  absurd  that  the  ex-Heemraad  B. 
Burgert  should  receive  the  mill  money,  therefore  the  Governor 
orders  the  Landdrost  and  H.H.  at  Drakensteiu  collectively  as 
a board  to  receive  it.  Together  they  are  to  have  the  control  over 
the  mill  and  receive  its  income.  Burgert,  in  the  meanwhile,  to 
account  for  all  the  money  received  by  him.” 

June  14. — Fine  rain  for  the  farmer  for  sowing. 

July  1. — (Sunday).  Muster  of  the  whole  garrison. 

July  26. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  proposes  to  send 
the  “ Noordgouw  ” to  Batavia,  as  she  is  not  wanted  here  at 
present,  and  requires  repairs,  and  for  another  two  years  no  slaves 
will  be  required  from  Madagascar.  Decided  accordingly.  She  will 
proceed  via  Mauritius  to  land  the  provisions  for  that  island. 

Its  Commander,  Roelof  Deodati,  having  served  many  years 
beyond  his  contract  time  and  being  anxious  to  be  relieved,  it  was 
decided  to  grant  his  request  and  to  appoint  Abraham  Momber, 
the  Secunde,  to  succeed  him.  Philip  de  la  Fontaine,  bookkeeper 
here,  to  take  Momber’s  place.  Mauritius  to  be  instructed  to  send 
their  requisition  for  1704  direct  to  Batavia  this  once,  and  also  to 
send  full  particulars  to  the  Cape  regarding  the  estates  of  certain 
deceased  persons  on  that  island. 

The  Rev.  H.  Bek  of  Drakenstein  submits  that  as  he  has  no 
house  there  (there  being  no  parsonage)  that  one  should  be  built 
for  him,  and  that  he  may  receive  a monthly  amount  for  house 
rent  calculated  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  until  the  parsonage  is 
finished.  The  reasonableness  of  this  request  was  allowed,  and  that 
he  might  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the  ministers  in  India,  it  was 
decided  to  grant  him  Rds.  6 per  month,  calculated  as  requested. 
(Signed  by)  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  S.  Elsevier,  Joan  Blesius,  Olof 
Bergh,  Adriaan  van  Rheede,  Hugo  de  Goyer,  Willem  Oorssenaar, 
Henricus  Hunckerus. 

August  21. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Montague,”  which 
had  left  Portsmouth  in  May  last  with  eleven  consorts. 

August  26. — Arrival  of  the  English  warships  “ Severn  ” and 
“ Scarborough  ” on  their  way  to  Madagascar  in  order  to  cruise 
there  for  the  pirates. 

August  27. — The  flagship  of  the  Dutch  fleet  in  sight ; the 
burghers  warned  to  get  under  arms. 

August  28. — Arrival  of  the  “ Drie  Kroonen,”  having  on  board 
the  Hon.  Herman  de  Wilde.  The  Governor,  Secretary,  and 
Fiscal  proceed  on  board  to  escort  him  on  shore.  Together  they 
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landed  in  the  Ratelwagts  Bay,  and  His  Honour  was  there 
received  by  the  other  officials  and  conducted  to  the  Castle  between, 
the  lines  of  burghers  and  soldiers  under  arms.  The  usual  salutes 
were  fired. 

August  29. — The  Hon.  de  Wilde  and  the  Governor  inspeot  the 
fortress  on  the  in  and  outside.  De  Wilde’s  opinion  is  that  in 
order  to  strengthen  it,  it  should  be  entirely  surrounded  with  a 
“fauchebre”  and  two  ravelins  before  the  gate,  besides  two 
buttresses,  one  at  the  point  Buren  and  the  other  at  the  point 
Catzenellenbogen  towards  the  sea,  in  order  to  be  always  able  that 
way  to  obtain  the  water  in  the  canal,  whether  from  the  in  or 
outside. 

August  30. — Arrival  of  the  “ Nigtevegt  ” from  Holland,  having 
on  board  the  Hon.  Councillor  Extraordinary  Adriaan  van  der 
Stel.  He  was  welcomed  on  board  by  the  Secunde  and  Fiscal  in 
the  name  of  the  Governor  and  landed  in  the  afternoon  ; the 
military  and  burghers  being  under  arms. 

The  leases  having  to  take  place  to-morrow,  it  was  decided  to  sell 
the  Cape  wine  licence  again  in  four  parts  on  condition  that  the 
lessees  shall  not  be  allowed  to  have  more  than  one  tap  in  addition 
to  their  ordinary  store,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  more  than  eight 
houses  open.  Offenders  to  be  fined  f.  1,000 — the  half  for  the  Com- 
pany and  the  other  half  pro  fisco. 

According  to  Directors’  orders,  dated  21st  June,  1702,  the 
brandy  lease  shall  be  also  offered  in  four  parts,  and  in  order  to 
prevent  any  loss,  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  lessees,  should  the 
Company  have  no  brandy,  to  buy  what  they  want  from  the  ships 
or  sell  Cape  brandy  instead,  until  French  or  Rhenish  brandy  haa 
again  been  obtained. 

August  31. — The  liquor  lease  put  up  and  realised 


Tobacco,  to  Joh.  Phyffer,  for 
Foreign  beer,  to  Steph.  Vermey,  for 
Brandy,  first  part,  to  Joh.  Phyffer,  for 
Do.,  second  part,  to  J.  Gardieu,  for 
Do.,  third  part,  Jac.  Vogel,  for  . . 

Do.,  fourth  part,  Ger.  Meyer,  for 
Cape  wine,  first  part,  to  J.  Vogel,  for 

Do.,  second  part  to  J.  M.  Cruywagen 
Do.,  third  part,  to  J.  Phyffer,  for 
Do.,  fourth  part,  to  H.  Muller,  for 
Malt  beer,  to  the  Widow  Mensingh,  for 

Grand  total 


for 


f.600 
f.1,500 
f. 1,200 
f.  1,420 
f 1,240 
f.1,400 
f.9,800 
f.10,600 
f.  10,200 
f.8,800 
f.3,000 

f.49,760 


September  4. — At  their  request  the  Landdrost  and  HH.  of 
Stellenbosch  are  permitted  again  to  have  the  military  exercises  of 
the  burghers  at  Stellenbosch.  W.  van  Zyl  appointed  ensign  and 
Jan  Seheppingh  sergeant. 


Herman  de  Wilde,  the  Governor,  and  others  inspect  the  beach 
along  the  sandhills  (towards  Mouille  Point). 

September  11. — Meeting  of  Council.  Reference  made  to  the 
heavy  deficit  in  the  cargo  of  the  “Jerusalem,”  sent  from  Batavia 
to  the  Cape  (rice  and  arrack).  To  write  to  Batavia  for  orders  how 
to  act  in  such  cases. 

The  annual  “ writing  off  ” allowed. 

The  master  carpenter,  Jac.  van  der  Steen,  who  had  the  custody 
of  the  timber  sent  us  from  time  to  time  from  Holland,  being 
unable  to  account  for  a deficit  of  f.608,  4 stivers,  and  8 penningen, 
or  to  show  what  had  become  of  the  missing  timber,  only  alleging 
that  the  timber  was  not  safely  locked  up,  and  must  have  been 
stolen  at  night  time,  it  was  decided,  considering  his  want  of 
means,  to  charge  him  for  the  timber  at  the  cost  price  in  Holland, 
and  that  every  month  the  half  of  his  pay  shall  be  kept  back  for 
the  purpose,  until  the  whole  deficit  shall  have  been  refunded. 

The  Stellenbosch  board  give  notice  that  in  accordance  with  the 
permission  allowed  them,  they  intend  to  let  the  sports  commence 
on  the  1 5th  with  the  shooting  at  the  popinjay,  and  that  on  the 
19th  the  companies  will  be  mustered.  They  therefore  beg  that 
Commissioners  may  be  sent  out. 

September  12. — By  letter  the  above  board  are  informed  that  the 
cashier  and  garrison  bookkeeper,  H.  Munkerus  and  Jacob  Cruse, 
have  been  appointed  Commissioners. 

Arrival  of  the  “ Belois  ” from  Rotterdam  on  the  27th  April. 
Shortly  before  her  arrival  the  Rev.  Jacobus  van  Velthuysen,  a 
native  of  Utrecht,  had  died  on  board  in  the  Lord. 

Sergeant  Louw,  sent  after  the  Bushmen  to  recapture  the  cattle 
stolen  by  them  from  the  Cape  Hottentots,  returned  this  evening, 
bringing  only  two  prisoners. 

September  17. — H.  de  Wilde  and  Governor  Adriaan  van  der 
Stel  inspect  all  the  powder  magazines  and  the  armouries  of  the 
fort. 

September  19. — By  order  of  the  Hon.  H.  de  Wilde  and  the 
Governor  the  two  ravelins  and  their  canals  were  marked  off  before 
the  gate,  or  between  the  points  Buren  and  Leerdam. 

September  28. — General  de  Wilde,  with  the  Governor  and 
Adriaan  van  der  Stel  and  others,  proceed  to  Salt  River  to  inspect 
that  spot  and  the  beach  stretching  that  way. 

October  4. — The  Governor  receives  a letter  from  the  officers  of 
the  flute  “ Oestgeest,”  that  it  had  arrived  in  Saldanha  Bay. 

October  5. — The  Governor  in  reply  urges  upon  them  to  try  for 
Table  Bay  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sergeant  Kaje  Jesse  Slotsboo  made  ensign. 

October  9. — Parade  of  the  garrison. 

October  12. — Departure  of  H.  de  Wilde  and  Adriaan  van  der 
Stel.  The  garrison  called  to  arms,  also  the  Cape  burghers  from 
the  Castle  to  the  jetty.  When  the  preparation  sermon  had  been 
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ended  they  -went  on  board,  escorted  by  the  Governor  and  some 
Councillors.  Three  volleys  were  fired,  with  guns  in  between, 
whilst  the  ships  replied. 

October  13. — Mrs.  Van  der  Stel  proceeded  on  board  this 
morning. 

October  15. — The  “ Drie  Kroonen  ” and  “ Nigtevigt  ’ leave  with 
De  Wilde  and  Yan  der  Stel.  Mutual  gun  salutes  exchanged. 

October  17. — The  Court  of  Justice  sentences  Titus  of  Macassar, 
slave  of  the  widow  Lingenbach,  for  deserting  with  two  female 
slaves  (after  having  been  punished  several  times  for  theft),  and  for 
various  thefts  committed  at  various  places.  (Those  of  Jan.  Meerland, 
surgeon;  WT.  ten  Damme,  Steven  Yermey,  Mat.  Wighman,  Louis 
of  Bengal,  Paulus  Barkuys,  Cornells  Yictor)  To  stand  exposed 
under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round  his  neck,  after  that  to  he 
bound  to  a pole,  severely  whipped,  branded  on  both  sides  of  his 
back,  and  for  life  to  wear  a chain  on  the  one  leg ; also  to  pay  the 
costs. 

October  27. — Everyone  busy  reaping  barley ; the  wheat  and 
rye  promise  fairly,  thank  God. 

November  1. — The  burghers  commence  their  military  exercises 
and  shooting,  in  the  morning  at  the  target  and  in  the  afternoon  at 
the  parrot. 

November  2. — Among  the  cavalry  Tonis  Yerwey  becomes  the 
“ Name  King,”  and  among  the  infantry  Jan  van  der  Brugge. 

November  3. — The  parade  takes  place ; the  burghers  salute  the 
fort  with  three  volleys  and  depart. 

November  25. — (Sunday).  After  the  morning  service  a quarrel 
and  fighting  took  place  in  one  of  the  tap-rooms  between  some 
Company’s  servants  and  Danish  soldiers  or  sailors.  The  latter 
had  originated  the  quarrel.  The  Fiscal  and  the  Danish  captain 
put  an  end  to  it. 

December  2. — (Sunday).  This  morning  about  nine  o’clock  the 
Councillor  and  Secretary  Hugo  de  Goyer  departed  this  life,  having 
Buffered  four  days  from  a very  virulent  disease. 

December  4. — This  afternoon  the  body  of  Secretary  de  Goyer 
was  properly  buried  in  the  newly-built  cluuch. 

December  10. — Death  of  Skipper  Kakelaarof  the  “Kattendyk.” 

December  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  new  annual  appoint- 
ments made.  W.  van  Putten  appointed  councillor  in  the  place  of 
H.  do  Goyer. 

The  burgher  Jan  Vlok  succeeds  Jan  Rotterdam  as  elder  at  the 
Cape.  Michiel  Ley  succeeds  W.  Mensing  as  deacon. 

Guillielmus  lob.  de  Greevenbroek  succeeds  Dirk  Coetse  as  elder 
of  Stellenbosch,  and  Arend  Gildenhuys  succeeds  W.  Pretorius  as 
deacon. 

Claude  Marais  succeeds  Frans,  du  Toit  as  elder  of  Drakenstein, 
and  Charles  Marrets  and  Pierre  Rossouw  succeed  Abr.  de  Yilliers 
and  Abr.  Yivie  as  deacons. 
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Hendricus  Munkerus  appointed  Political  Commissioner  to 
inspect  the  accounts,  &c. 

Joh.  Swellengrebel,  W.  van  Putten  and  J.  van  Meerland 
appointed  on  the  orphan  board. 

In  the  place  of  Abraham  Diemer  and  J.  Rotterdam  were 
appointed  as  burgher  councillors  II.  Husing  and  C.  H.  Diepenauw. 

w.  van  Putten  elected  President,  and  Ensign  Slotsboo  Member 
of  the  Board  of  Petty  Cases. 

W.  Corssenaar  elected  President,  and  -J.  Rotterdam  and  J. 
Swellengrebel  Members  of  the  Marriage  Board. 

Notice  of  the  above  sent  by  letter  to  the  various  boards. 

December  22. — This  day  appeared  as  if  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  rainy  season.  A cold  and  bleak  S.  W.  blew,  accompanied 
with  heavy  showers.  Such  boisterous  weather  no  one  can 
remember  to  have  experienced  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

December  31. — Old  year’s  day.  Providence  thanked  for  all  His 
mercies. 

1704. 

January  1. — New  year’s  ordinary  festivities;  congratulations 
and  receptions. 

January  2.  — Pieter  van  der  Byl  appointed  Heemraad  of 
Stellenbosch  vice  P.  Robbertsz ; and  Barend  Burghardt  made 
Heemraad  of  Drakenstein  vice  F.  du  Toit.  Information  of  the 
fact  sent  by  letter  to  those  places. 

January  5. — Commissioners  leave  for  the  country  to  frame  the 
returns. 

January  6. — Slight  rains,  making  the  grapes  to  swell;  they  are 
promising  beautifully. 

This  morning  for  the  first  time  divine  service  was  held  in  the 
newly-built  church  by  the  Rev.  Petrus  Kalden,  and  a very 
impressive  sermon  was  preached  from  Exodus  20,  the  last  part  of 
the  24th  verse,  “ In  all  places  where  I record  my  name  I will 
come  unto  thee,  and  I will  bless  thee.”  The  Lord’s  service  was 
in  the  afternoon  likewise  held  there  according  to  the  usual  custom, 
and  the  newly-eleoted  deacon  and  elder  were  inducted  after  the 
sermon.  The  day  departed  as  it  had  begun,  with  a cloudy  sky, 
and  with  slight  showers  of  rain  falling  now  and  then. 

January  10. — According  to  annual  custom  the  general  placcaat 
was  published  and  affixed. 

January  12. — Two  soldiers  getting  drunk,  the  one  kills  the 
other  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a piece  of  wood.  The 
murderer  escaped. 

January  14. — Evidence  collected  in  the  above  case. 

January  15. — Death  of  the  captain  of  the  Swedish  ship  “Kroon 
Prins  Christiaan.”  (She  had  arrived  here  on  the  1st  January.) 

January  17. — Court  of  Justice  sits  to  collect  arrears  outstanding 
against  some  colonists  for  servants’  hire. 
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In  the  afternoon  the  Danish  captain  was  buried  in  the  new 
church. 

January  21. — The  murderer  summoned  by  edictal  citation.  The 
whole  case  given. 

January  27. —As  hot  as  it  has  never  been  before.  The  leaves 
of  the  vines  shrivelling  up  and  falling  off.  The  ripening  grapes 
scorched  so  severely  that  many  will  have  a poor  vintage. 

January  31. — The  murderer  summoned  for  the  second  time  by 
edictal  citation. 

February  3. — N.  W.  in  the  morning ; S.  E.  in  the  afternoon. 
The  heat  so  excessive  as  mentioned  eight  days  ago  that  the  wine 
farmers  have  suffered  loss,  and  many  at  Drakensteiu  are  obliged  to 
press  their  withered  grapes,  though  not  even  ripe.  This  promises 
a bad  vintage  there. 

February  7. — Fine  weather.  Every  preparation  being  made 
that  is  required  for  the  wine  press.  The  wheat  harvest  good  and 
gathered.  Meeting  of  Council  of  Justice.  The  murderer,  Jan 
Andriesz  van  der  Zaur,  summoned  for  the  third  time  by  edictal 
citation. 

February  10. — A European  convict  brought  over  from  Robben 
Island  for  stabbing  a fellow  convict  and  two  soldiers. 

February  14. — The  murderer  summoned  for  the  last  time  by 
edictal  citation.  He  is  supposed  to  have  left  in  the  Danish 
return  ship. 

February  17. — (Sunday).  Fire  in  a baker’s  shop.  By  the 
diligence  of  the  inmates  it  was  extinguished  without  doing  much 
damage. 

February  19. — The  “ Postlooper”  returns  from  Saldanha  Bay 
with  a cargo  of  fish  for  the  Company’s  slaves. 

February  21. — A corporal,  stationed  at  the  Roode  Zand,  stabbed 
in  the  gardens  by  a soldier. 

February  26. — Death  of  the  corporal.  Post-mortem  examination. 

February  28. — The  convict  (see  February  10)  sentenced  to  stand 
under  the  gallows  with  a rope  round  his  neck,  to  be  severely 
whipped  and  afterwards  to  receive  a cut  in  the  right  cheek,  and  be 
banished  for  ten  additional  years  on  Robben  Island. 

Nio.  van  den  Heuvel  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  inspect  some 
country  stations,  viz.,  Groene  Kloof,  the  Land  of  Waveren, 
Elands  Kloof,  Riebeeks  Kasteel,  Sonquas  Drift  and  Yogel  Yalley. 
He  is  likewise  to  bring  back  full  particulars  about  the  surrounding 
Hottentots,  for  the  information  of  the  Governor. 

March  3. — Arrival  of  twelve  return  ships.  A beautiful  sight  to 
see  them  gradually  sailing  up  the  Bay  with  a gentle  N.  W. 
breeze.  The  admiral  of  the  whole  fleet  was  Sergeant-Major  Adolf 
Winkler  on  the  “ Westhoven.”  The  vice-commander  was  skipper 
Dideloff  Croese  on  the  “ Generate  Yrede,”  and  Rear-Admiral 
Cornells  Yalck  on  the  “ Donkervliet.”  (Here  the  names  of  the 
various  ships  are  given  and  the  chambers  to  which  they  belong). 
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March  8.  — The  “ Postlooper  ” arrives  from  Robhen  Island, 
bringing  from  the  “ Westhoven  ” anchored  there,  Mr.  Winkler, 
his  wife  and  family,  who  are  received  as  guests  by  the  Governor. 

March  9.  — The  Governor  receives  a letter  from  Admiral 
Winkler  stating  that  the  “Westhoven”  had  lost  her  main-mast 
off  Mauritius,  and  that  hitherto  the  S.-E.  winds  had  prevented  the 
ship  from  beating  up  from  Robhen  Island.  The  land  boat  sent 
with  refreshments  had  with  two  men  been  blown  to  sea.  Another 
boat  belonging  to  Willem  Basson  had  been  moored  to  the  ship. 
It  had  two  slaves  on  board,  but  was  also  turned  over  and  lost. 
The  vessel  itself  had  lost  two  anchors.  He  sends  the  compliments 
of  himself,  wife  and  four  sons  to  the  Governor  and  his  illustrious 
family.  (Here  follows  the  journal,  which  on  the  21st  February 
mentions  the  name  of  Ary  Bogaart  as  skipper  of  the  “ Unie  ”). 

March  1 1 . — Meeting  of  Broad  Council.  Affairs  connected  witli 
the  fleet  Jan  le  Roux  mentioned  as  skipper  of  “ de  Haak.” 

March  13. — The  soldier  who  had  stabbed  the  corporal  (see 
February  21)  sentenced  to  be  shot,  and  to  have  all  his  property 
confiscated,  &c. 

April  1. — A corpse  found  behind  the  Lion’s  Hill,  very  much 
eaten  by  wild  animals.  It  is  supposed  that  the  latter  were  the 
cause  of  the  person’s  death. 

Farewell  dinner  to  the  fleet. 

April  2 — The  Landdrort  informs  the  Governor  that  certain 
slaves  had  absconded,  belonging  to  the  ex-Landdrost  J.  Mulder, 
Wymert  Pasman  and  Pieter  Maimer,  that  they  had  joined  the 
others  who  had  deserted  from  the  Rev.  van  Loon  and  the 
messenger  Hazewinkel.  That  they  had  stolen  and  killed  some 
calves.  That  they  had  intended  to  continue  this  system  of  theft 
until  they  found  an  opportunity  of  escaping  inland.  That  by 
the  diligence  of  some  slaves  three  had  been  recaptured.  He 
further  begged  permission  to  punish  them  at  Stellenbosch,  at 
their  masters’  request,  namely,  that  they  might  be  scourged, 
branded  or  “horned”  (gehoornd),  and  that  he  himself  might  be 
allowed  to  whip  his  slave  as  he  is  continually  running  away. 

April  3. — Permission  granted  (see  above).  If  necessary  the 
offenders  may  be  chained. 

April  5. — Commander  Winkler  and  family  proceed  on  board  ; 
part  of  the  fleet  leaves,  accompanied  by  several  English  Indiamen. 

April  16. — The  “ Schoonderloo  ” in  its  endeavours  to  get  itself 
towed  in,  loses  a boat  and  eight  men.  The  boat  was  recovered. 

April  18.  — News  brought  from  the  Saldanha  Bay  that  the 
“ Blois  ” had  arrived  there,  with  an  English  vessel.  The  former 
had  on  board  a black  banished  to  the  Cape.  The  Governor  in 
reply  will  not  allow  them  to  start  direct  from  that  bay  to  Europe, 
and  gives  his  reasons,  viz  , the  directors’  orders. 

April  27. — Arrival  of  the  “ Huis  te  Duinen  ” of  Zealand.  She 
brought  the  melancholy  news  that  the  “ Liefde,”  “ Huis  te  Loo  ” 
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and  “Vosmaer”  of  Amsterdam  had  in  heavy  weather  been 
beached  at  Texel,  and  that  the  “ Renswoude,”  a new  ship,  had 
with  all  her  crew  and  cargo  perished  before  Ameland. 

May  2. — Sentence  of  the  slave  Daniel  of  Coromandel,  property 
of  the  messenger  Hazewinkel.  That  he  had  deserted  from  his 
master  and  returned  a week  later ; that  he  was  then  charged  with 
having  killed  a sheep  of  his  master  in  the  field;  that  thereupon, 
through  fear,  he  ran  away  again  and  went  from  one  place  to 
another;  that  in  the  night  of  12tli  March  last  he  had  stolen 
grapes  in  the  Rev.  Bek’s  garden ; that  he  then  went  to  the 
Clapmuts  mountain  to  hide  himself  and  die  there  of  hunger;  that 
after  lying  down  half  an  hour  a slave  of  Rev.  Bek  met  him, 
named  David,  who  said  that  he  intended  to  run  away  also.  That 
the  following  night  they  stole  some  quinces  in  the  garden  of  Crvn 
Ras.  That  when  prisoner  wished  to  return  to  Clapmuts  David 
prevented  him  and  wished  him  to  show  where  the  sheep  were  of 
Mr.  Elsevier.  That  he  refused  to  do  so  ; that  thereupon  David 
quarrelled  with  him  and  finally  beat  him  ; that  thereupon  he  drew 
his  knife  and  wounded  David  in  the  throat.  That  David  thereupon 
fell  down  and  finally  died  ; that  prisoner  then  went  to  the  land  of 
Mons.  Mulder,  where  he  slept ; that  thereupon  he  went  to  meet  those 
sent  out  to  capture  him,  and  so  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  burgher 
Jurgen  Smacky.  The  court  sentences  him  to  be  hanged,  and 
further  decrees  that  his  body  shall  be  left  hanging  and  exposed  to 
the  birds  of  the  air.  He  is  also  to  pay  the  costs. 

May  9. — Every  one  ploughing  after  the  fine  rains. 

May  13. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Oremzeeb  ’’from 
Bombay  on  the  1st  January.  !She  reported  that  some  unpleasant- 
ness had  arisen  at  Surat  between  the  Moors  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  English  and  Dutch  on  the  other,  and  that  those  of  the  two 
latter  nations  were  kept  prisoners  and  treated  very  harshly. 

May  14. — This  day  a slave  of  the  ex-burgher  Councillor  Cornells 
Botma  cut  his  own  throat.  He  was  dragged  over  the  high  road 
towards  the  gallows  and  there  hung  by  the  legs. 

May  20. — This  evening  was  buried  in  state  in  the  church,  the 
Hon.  Member  of  the  Council  of  Justice  of  the  Castle  Batavia 
Adv.  Grualter  Boudaan,  who  died  on  Sunday  morning  on  board  the 
“ Prins  Eugenius.” 

May  24. — Fine  rains  for  the  highland  farmers  whose  lands' 
have  not  yet  been  thoroughly  wetted  for  ploughing. 

June  17. — Meeting  ot  Council.  Whereas  the  Batavian  board 
has  in  the  despatch  of  26th  February,  requested  us  to  advise  it 
regarding  the  manner  in  which  the  slaves  at  Mauritius  may  be 
prevented  from  absconding,  or  recaptured,  and  further  that  the 
offenders  may  be  punished  without  evil  consequences  ensuing. 
And  whereas  those  at  Mauritius  complain  of  the  frequent  desertion 
of  their  slaves  who  take  refuge  in  the  forest,  and  it  is  feared  that 
if  strengthened  in  numbers,  the  place  will  become  unsafe,  and 
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& kind  of  mutiny  ensue,  because  the  slaves  desert  easily,  and  the 
authorities  have  received  no  powers  to  punish  them, — it  was  resolved 
in  order  to  terrify  the  slaves,  to  empower  the  Mauritius  Commandant 
and  council  to  punish  a slave  with  a slight  corporal  punishment  if 
he  or  she  has  been  absent  from  his  or  her  owner  for  more  than 
three  days  without  permission,  and  if  longer  than  six  weeks  to 
whip  them  severely  at  a stake,  with  rods,  and  clinch  them  in  one 
or  two  irons,  or  put  an  iron  band  with  horns  round  their  necks  for 
a time,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  But  should  they  during 
their  desertion  do  some  ugly  or  horrible  mischief,  as  murder,  arson, 
burglary,  &c.,  they  are  to  be  sent  to  Batavia  or  the  Cape  for  trial, 
with  the  necessary  evidence. 

Aaltje  Willemsz,  wife  of  the  master  smith  at  Mauritius,  Ary 
Simonsz  of  Catwyk,  showed  that  she  had  years  ago  come  to  the 
Cape  from  that  island  in  order  to  obtain  the  discharge  of  her 
husband.  That  she  had  however  been  unsuccessful,  that  con- 
sequently she  remained  here  and  her  husband  at  Mauritius,  and 
that  lately  her  husband  had  written  to  her  to  join  him.  She  was 
allowed  a free  passage. 

The  same  permission  was  allowed  to  the  burgher  Hans  Pletersz 
of  Malchieu  with  his  wife  and  four  children.  He  had  lived  there 
a long  time  previously.  Also  to  Corporal  Jan  Lodewyksz , of 
Groningen , his  wife  and  children,  who  had  also  arrived  here  from 
that  place. 

Juno  24. — The  Landdrost  and  H H.  of  Stellenbosch  ordered  to 
send  up  the  muster  roll  of  all  the  Company’s  servants  at  the 
country  stations,  with  particulars  about  their  rank,  work,  &c. 
The  names  of  the  Rev.  Ministers,  sick  visitors,  or  clerks  of  Stellen- 
bosch and  Urakenstein  are  likewise  to  be  put  down. 

J une  25. — A strong  north-west  gale.  A boat  washed  on  shore 
-against  the  black  rocks  (below  the  castle)  and  two  sailors  drowned. 

June  27. — Pleasant  north-west  weather.  News  received  this 
evening  from  Stellenbosch  that  the  Rev.  Minister  Hercules  van 
Loon  had  suddenly  departed  this  life. 

June  29. — Arrival  of  the  galiot  “Hamer”  from  Texel  on  the 
12th  January  last.  In  the  latitude  of  Lisbon  on  the  25th  March 
it  had  been  hard  chased  by  two  different  vessels,  but  fortunately 
■escaped. 

June  30. — The  ordinary  annual  muster. 

July  25. — Heavy  north-west  storm.  Much  damage  done  to  the 
jetty,  two  vessels  drifted  but  saved  in  time. 

August  3. — Heavy  rain.  In  the  afternoon  when  the  service  was 
ended  there  was  so  much  water  in  the  Churchyard  around  the 
Church  that  the  people  had  to  be  carried  across.  The  rain  con- 
tinued heavily  until  midnight. 

August  7. — Sentence  of  two  slaves.  That  Jacob  of  Bengal  the 
slave  of  Christ:  Hazewinkel,  and  Matthys  Caffer  of  New  Guinea 
owned  by  the  Rev.  Hercules  van  Loon  (deceased)  had  confessed,  &c. 
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That  Jacob  had  deserted  from  his  master  and  remained  a long 
time  in  the  fields  living  on  pumpkins,  &c.,  stolen  by  him  in  the 
gardens  of  Drakenstein.  That  four  months  ago  Matthys  who  had 
also  absconded,  joined  him,  that  together  they  went  to  Drakenstein 
to  the  house  of  Pieter  Maimer,  whose  boy  gave  them  food,  and  also 
a file  to  Jacob  with  which  he  filed  off  the  chain  in  which  he  had 
been  riveted  for  crimes  committed.  That  thereupon  they  went  to 
French  Hoek  to  hide  themselves.  That  there  they  stole  a horse 
belonging  to  Jacob  van  Driel  out  of  the  garden  of  the  Heemraad 
Pieter  Roussouw,  that  they  brought  it  to  their  hiding  place,  killed, 
and  ate  it ; that  a month  later  they  stole  a horse  of  Abraham  de 
Yilliers  which  they  ate  likewise.  That  after  that  they  stole  and  ate 
an  ox  belonging  to  Pieter  Hubert  (?  Joubert),  a horse  of  Jacob  de 
Yilliers  near  his  farm  at  the  French  Hoek,  and  another  horse  of 
the  before-mentioned  Pieter  Rousseau,  all  which  they  ate,  and 
that  whilst  cutting  up  the  last  animal  they  were  apprehended  by 
some  farmers,  &c. 

The  Court  sentences  them  to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the 
rope  round  their  necks,  to  be  severely  whipped  with  rods,  after 
that  to  be  branded  and  sent  for  life  heavily  ironed  to  their 
masters.  They  were  likewise  to  pay  all  expenses. 

August  16. — A man  found  dead  in  a well.  Post  Mortem.  No 
wounds  found  on  him.  Supposed  that  in  a state  of  delirium,  or 
whilst  dreaming  heavily,  he  met  this  death. 

August  24. — Governor's  birthday.  Flags  flying  from  all  the 
ships  and  the  Castle.  At  noon  some  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort 
and  the  vessels.  It  being  Sunday,  the  day  of  rest  was  observed  as 
usual  by  two  services,  &c. 

August  29. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  conditions  of  the  annual 
lease  considered. 

The  tobacco  lease  bringing  in  so  little,  it  was  decided  to  abolish 
it  the  following  year  and  leave  the  monopoly  to  the  Company r 
with  | per  cent,  profit,  or  at  three  heavy  skillings  per  lb. 

The  lease  of  wine,  &c.,  was  left  as  it  was;  it  was  only  decided 
to  permit  the  lessees  to  pay  in  the  ordinary  currency,  and  not 
compel  them  to  pay  in  hard  cast < — that  is,  in  three  guilder  pieces, 
Rixdollars,  dollars  and  guilder  pieces,  which  bring  no  profit  to  the 
Company  here,  and  are  given  out  again  at  the  same  value,  and 
because  as  they  are  not  abundant  they  deter  many  a one  from 
leasing. 

The  beer  licence  was  again  left  to  the  widow  Meusingh  for 
f.3,000  Cape  valuation. 

The  Governor  submits  that  some  farmers  and  others  in  the 
country  do  not  hesitate  on  their  own  authority  and  when  they 
like,  without  giving  or  ever  having  given  the  slightest  notice  to 
the  authorities,  to  lay  down  about  their  lands  trap-guns  with  loop- 
lines,  not  for  the  purpose  of  disturbing  and  destroying  wild  and 
voracious  animals,  but  for  the  frightening  and  driving  away  of 
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hartebeests,  elands,  &c.,  which  now  and  then  visit  their  lands  and 
gardens,  without  once  perceiving  or  attending  to  the  evils  which 
may  result  from  such  reckless  conduct,  as  human  beings  might 
unawares  run  against  the  line  as  well  as  wild  animals,  and  the 
guns  going  off  may  kill  people,  horses  or  other  useful  beasts. 
Only  lately  a melancholy  case  had  occurred,  a slave  having  been 
killed  by  such  a gun.  The  matter  having  been  carefully  pondered, 
it  was  decided  in  order  to  prevent  such  accidents  resulting  from 
carelessness,  most  strictly  to  warn  by  placcaat  all  residents  in 
the  Cape,  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  districts,  as  well  as 
those  resident  outside  the  limits  of  the  same,  and  possessing 
lands,  or  whoever  he  may  be,  henceforth  not  to  be  so  reck- 
less as  to  set  spring-guns  with  lines  on  their  own  lands  or 
outside  of  them,  but  in  order  to  prevent  all  loss  caused  on  the  corn 
lands,  in  the  vineyards  and  gardens  by  cattle,  &c.,  to  enclose  such 
places  with  hedges,  ditches  or  cuttings,  or  to  set  a good  watch  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Offenders  to  be  fined  Eds.  100  for  the 
first  offence,  and  for  the  second  Eds.  200  with  arbitrary  punish- 
ment ; and  should  it  further  happen  that  by  such  trap-guns 
any  human  being,  horse,  ox,  &c.,  be  injured  or  killed,  it  will 
be  assumed  that  the  person  who  set  the  same  had  done  so 
wantonly  and  maliciously,  and  such  person  will,  as  the  case  may 
be,  be  punished  corporally. 

Should  it  however  be  found  absolutely  necessary  to  kill  any 
wild  beasts  by  means  of  a trap-gun,  a special  request  shall  be  made 
to  the  Government,  and  a special  order  for  the  purpose  shall  be 
issued  accordingly.  Moreover,  notice  of  such  a trap  having  been 
laid  shall  be  given  by  erecting  a long  stake  near  it,  on  which  shall 
be  fixed  a bundle  of  straw,  bushes,  reeds,  &c.,  that  every  one  may 
be  warned  and  beware  of  the  danger. 

Every  one  however  shall  be  allowed  to  set  such  traps  on  his  own 
land  or  wherever  he  may  be  stationed  in  the  veld,  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  and  for  all  kinds  of  game  and  wild  beasts,  provided  that  he 
also  erects  a post  as  aforesaid.  Offenders  to  pay  the  fine  mentioned. 

The  widows  of  the  Eevs.  H.  van  Loon  of  Stellenbosch  and 
Jac.  Yeldhuysen,  who  died  on  board  the  “ Bloys,”  submit  that 
they  receive  annually  as  pension  from  the  Company  Eds.  40  or 
f.120  light  money,  and  monthly  6^  reals  board  money,  \ muid 
corn,  2 lbs.  wax,  4 cans  sack,  2 ditto  train  oil,  1 load  fuel  ; that 
living  at  Batavia  is  cheaper,  that  rent  and  food  are  extraordinarily 
high  here  ; that  the  widows  of  ministers  receive  a larger  pension 
at  Batavia,  and  that  therefore  they  pray  for  an  increase.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  Batavia,  there  being  no  instructions  regard- 
ing it  here.  The  ladies  described  as  virtuous  but  needy  women. 

August  30. — The  lease  takes  place. 

That  of  tobacco  realised  f.750  ; European  beer,  f.  1,1 00.  That  of 
brandy,  1st  part  f.1,560;  2nd  part  f.1,700  ; 3rd  part  f.1,750; 
4th  part  f.  1,800. 
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Cape  wine — 1st  part  f. 9, 500  ; 2nd  part  f.8,350  ; 3rd  part  f.7,100  ; 
4th  part  f 7,700  ; Cape  beer  f.3, 000.  Grand  total,  f .74, 310. 

September  3. — This  day  the  Governor  made  peace  with  the 
Namaquas,  a Hottentot  nation  far  from  here,  towards  the  north. 

September  10. — The  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  of  Stellenbosch 
request  the  Council  by  letter  to  send  out  commissioners  to  be 
present  at  the  annual  parade  and  target  shooting  on  the  15th  and 
18th  of  this  month.  They  also  respectfully  invite  the  Governor  to 
be  present,  as  that  would  make  them  very  happy.  (Signed) 
P.  Robbertsz  : Yan  der  Byl : Wes  sol  Pretorius. 

September  12. — The  Governor  writes  in  return,  that  H. 
Munkerus  and  J.  Cruse  had  been  appointed  ; that  they  were  to  be 
treated  with  proper  respect,  and  because  of  the  inconvenient  time 
for  himself,  he  had  to  delay  his  visit. 

September  12. — In  order  to  account  for  the  reason  of  firing  five 
guns  at  Rrobben  Island,  the  superintendent,  M.  Hamerling,  wrote 
to  the  Governor  that  the  galiot  “ Hamer,”  when  arriving  on  the 
10th,  had  displayed  all  its  bunting.  That  he  had  accordingly 
fired  five  guns  and  hoisted  the  signal  and  the  Prince’s  flag,  fully 
assured  that  the  Governor  was  on  board.  He  found  however  that 
he  had  been  hoaxed,  and  begged  the  Governor’s  pardon.  He  had 
not  been  deceived  like  that  for  ten  years.  He  leaves  the  matter  in 
the  Governor’s  hands.  He  wishes  to  know  how  he  is  to  show 
respect  for  the  authorities  should  every  mate  of  a vessel  do  like  the 
one  of  the  “ Hamer.”  He  was  told  in  reply  that  he  had  acted 
properly,  but  that  the  mate  will  feel  the  resentment  of  the  Governor 
in  such  a way  that  neither  he  nor  any  other  servant  of  the  Company 
will  ever  attempt  to  do  such  a thing  again. 

Arrival  of  the  “ Overryp  ” on  the  19th  May  from  Holland. 
Had  at  the  Sorles  spoken  a vessel  which  had  ten  days  before  left 
Portugal,  and  reported  that  the  troops  of  the  allies  landed  there, 
were  already  on  tbe  march,  and  that  State  affairs  were  in  a desirable 
condition. 

October  3. — The  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch  ordered  to  send  some 
hay  to  the  Cape  from  Clapmuts.  All  the  owners  of  wagons  and 
oxen  to  be  ordered,  that  each  one  of  them  shall  bring  a load  to  the 
Cape  and  to  do  so  more  carefully  than  last  time. 

October  6.  —Two  Europeans,  for  stealing  wine  leaguers,  sentenced 
to  be  severely  whipped  and  to  work  in  chains  on  Pobben  Island  for 
a year,  with  loss  of  six  months’  pay,  &c. 

October  13. — Governor  receives  news  from  Saldanha  Bay  that 
the  “ Huis  te  Byweg  ” had  anchored  there,  with  all  the  crew  in 
very  weak  condition.  The  Governor  at  once  sent  refreshments,  &c., 
and  orders  regarding  what  was  to  be  done. 

October  14. — Terrific  South  Easter,  so  that  a poor  corn  crop  is 
expected,  if  no  rain  falls  soon. 

October  19. — Letters  received  from  Saldanha  Bay,  stating  that 
the  “ Breedenhoff  ” had  also  arrived  there  in  a miserable  condition, 


73 


with  sick  and  dead  and  loss  of  masts,  &c.  The  Governor  replied, 
and  sent  a letter  also  to  the  “ Huis  te  Byweg.” 

October  21. — A good  shower  of  rain  with  hail,  lasting  however 
only  a quarter  of  an  hour,  in  consequence  of  the  continuous  South- 
East  wind,  which  blew  away  all  the  clouds.  It  blew  so  strongly 
that  no  one  could  remember  anything  like  it  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
This  prevents  the  two  ships  and  our  galiots  from  coming  to  Table 
Bay.  Our  fear  of  having  a poor  harvest  is  being  realised  by  this 
ceaseless  wind,  as  we  hear  that  in  many  places  the  corn  on  the 
land  and  the  young  vine  branches  have  been  miserably  struck 
down,  to  the  great  sorrow  of  many. 

October  29. — The  South-Easter  finally  ceases  this  evening,  having 
blown  incessantly  since  the  21st.  The  Governor  sends  a letter  to 
Saldanha  Bay  to  the  ships  there. 

November  1. — Letters  from  Saldanha  Bay.  The  vessels  had 
made  an  effort  to  leave,  but  unsuccessfully.  The  Governor  replies, 
and  sends  more  refreshments  and  medicines. 

The  ordinary  parade  and  parrot  shooting  takes  place.  Bain 
much  longed  for. 

November  3. — The  parade  continues.  Of  the  cavalry  Jacobus 
Stein  was  the  winner. 

November  4. — This  morning  the  freeman  Cornelis  Obis  won  the 
parrot  prize.  He  was  saluted  as  “ King  ” and  escorted  home  by 
the  burghers. 

The  Governor  despatches  the  “ Hamer  ” to  Saldanha  Bay  with 
provisions  for  the  ships  there,  and  with  letters. 

November  5. — The  annual  parade  takes  place,  the  burghers 
salute  the  Castle  and  march  home. 

November  9. — The  Governor  receives  letters  from  Saldanha 
Bay.  They  complain  that  the  vegetables  sent  were  all  spoilt,  and 
that  hitherto  they  have  only  been  able  to  obtain  six  sheep.  The 
Governor  replies  by  stating  that  he  had  sent  other  provisions  and 
made  arrangements  for  sending  more  sheep. 

November  10. — News  brought  by  the  English  ship  “Edward 
and  Dudley,”  which  had  left  Batavia  on  the  15th  August  (old 
style),  that  the  Hon.  Joan  van  Hoorn  had  become  Governor- 
General.  Letters  from  Saldanha  Bay  state  that  the  ships  there 
had  made  a fruitless  effort  to  leave.  The  Governor  replies  on  the 
•12th. 

November  15. — The  “ Amy  ” sent  with  provisions  and  a letter 
to  Saldanha  Bay. 

November  17. — Letter  received  from  the  skipper  of  the 
•“  Bredenhoff  ” that  he  has  the  gout,  and  has  appointed  a temporary 
skipper,  &c.  The  “ Huis  te  Byweg  ” writes  for  medicine.  The 
South-East  wind  blowing  “ great  guns  ” (for  many  days  and 
weeks  in  succession).  No  one  ever  before  saw  anything  like  it. 

November  18. — The  South-Easter  blows  down  the  new  stables 
behind  the  Fort.  Fears  were  entertained  that  the  new  Hospital 
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would  also  go,  the  gables  moving  to  and  fro  the  whole  day. 
Some  woodwork,  &c.,  was  damaged  there. 

November  19. — Letters  sent  to  Saldanha  Bay  on  ship’s  affairs. 

November  25. — Arrival  of  the  “ Bredenhoff  ” from  Saldanha 
Bay.  A sailor  of  the  “ Hamer  ” drowned. 

November  28. — The  boat  of  the  Danish  ship  “Prince  George ” 
overturned  by  a gust  of  wind  and  nine  men  drowned. 

December  6. — Arrival  at  last  from  Saldanha  Bay  of  the  “ Huis 
te  Byweg.”  She  had  been  blown  to  sea. 

December  11. — The  Governor  by  letter  instructs  the  Landdrost 
of  Stellenbosch  to  order  all  mentioned  as  not  yet  having  brought 
a load  of  forage  from  the  “ grass-veld  ” to  the  Castle,  and  who 
possess  wagon  and  oxen,  to  do  so  at  once.  The  names  of  those 
who  have  already  complied  are  mentioned. 

December  15. — Arrival  of  the  “ Gendt  ” from  Texel  on  the  16th 
June.  She  had  lost  fifty-two  men  by  death,  and  brought  more 
than  100  sick.  The  latter  were  landed  in  the  evening,  and  were 
so  weak  that  they  had  to  he  carried  in  their  hammocks  from  the 
jetty  to  the  hospital.  On  the  way  some  died.  For  the  most  part 
they  were  so  miserably  conditioned  that  it  was  a pitiful  sight  to 
see  them. 

December  24.  — Meeting  of  Council.  Appointment  of  new 
officers,  &c. 

W.  Corssenaar  made  elder  at  the  Cape,  and  A.  Poulle  and 
J.  H.  Carnack  and  Daniel  van  Sevenhoven  made  deacons. 

J.  Mulder  made  elder  at  Stellenbosch  vice  Guil.  du  Toit,  and 
W.  Pretorius  deacon,  vice  J.  Mahieu. 

Pierre  Yilliers  made  elder  at  Drakenstein,  vice  M.  van  Staden, 
and  J.  van  Hoorn  and  P.  Jordaan  made  deacons. 

As  members  of  the  orphan  board  were  elected  Abraham  Diemer 
and  H.  Donker. 

As  burgher  councillors,  Nic.  Oortman  and  H.  Donker. 

As  member  of  the  marriage  hoard,  H.  Bouman. 

The  board  of  petty  cases  remains  the  same. 

At  Stellenbosch  Jac.  van  der  Heiden  and  F.  Appel  were 
elected  Heemraden. 

At  Drakenstein  Frammis  du  Toit  and  Abr.  Yilliers  were  elected 
Heemraden. 

The  Political  commissioner  to  inspect  the  church  books  is  H. 
Munkerus. 

Free  passage  allowed  to  Batavia  to  the  burgher  cooper  Jan 
Blink,  his  wife  and  children,  as  for  want  of  wood  and  staves  he 
had  not  been  able  to  do  any  work,  and  is  consequently  in  strained 
circumstances. 

December  31. — Old  years’  day.  Gratitude  expressed  to  God  for 
His  mercies  aud  protection  from  all  enemies. 
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1705. 

January  1. — New  year.  Ordinary  congratulations  and  festi- 
vities. Rev.  P.  Kalden  preaches  and  the  new  church  officers  are 
installed. 

January  9.  — A soldier  employed  as  wagon  driver  at  the 
“ Schuur,”  having  gone  to  the  forest  to  cut  a whip-stick  fell  down 
from  a precipice  and  was  killed.  After  the  fiscal,  &c.,  had  made  a 
post-mortem  examination,  the  body  was  buried. 

January  11. — The  Rev.  P.  Kalden  off  and  on  ill  during  the 
last  few  weeks.  The  services  conducted  by  the  sick  visitor. 

January  12. — The  new  stables  (see  18th  November  1 704)  which 
had  been  built  behind  the  fort,  near  the  place  of  execution,  having 
been  blown  down,  it  was  decided  to  rebuild  them  on  the  plain 
nearly  opposite  the  Company’s  garden  house,  which  is  at  the  end 
of  the  garden  wall  where  the  wind  is  not  so  violent  and  the  hedges 
will  shelter  them  from  the  N.  W.  storms. 

January  13. — A soldier,  for  having  left  his  post  during  the 
night  and  stolen  some  vegetables  in  a freeman’s  garden,  sentenced 
to  run  the  gantlet  three  times  and  serve  as  convict  in  irons  for 
three  years.  A sailor  who  had  deserted  and  wandered  inland  was 
likewise  sentenced  to  be  thrashed  by  the  “ Caffres”  and  serve  as 
convict  in  irons  for  six  months. 

January  14. — The  general  placcaat  published. 

January  29. — The  morning  curtains  opened  themselves  to-day 
with  a sorrowful  and  miserable  occurrence  connected  with  the 
person  of  the  junior  merchant  and  cashier  Henricus  Munkerus, 
who  was  found  dead  about  eight  o’clock  in  his  bedroom, 
before  his  bed  (his  wife  being  in  the  “ Tiger  bergen  ” on  her  farm). 
He  lay  in  his  underclothing  with  a Japanese  cloak  around  his 
body,  having  fallen  forward  with  his  face  to  the  earth.  His 
whole  skull,  as  far  as  above  the  nose,  was  found  shot  away  with  a 
pistol  shot  and  smashed.  The  brains  were  scattered  about  the 
room.  After  the  proper  inspection  had  taken  place  in  the  presence 
of  the  Fiscal  and  Commissioners,  attempts  were  made  by  the 
former  to  obtain  information  concerning  this  horrible  affair,  but  he 
could  gain  nothing  more  from  the  domestics  than  that  the  said 
Munkerus  having  arrived  home  healthy  and  well  the  preceding- 
night  at  9 30  o’clock,  went  into  his  room  shortly  afterwards  in 
order  to  go  to  bed,  closing  the  door  behind  him.  That  not  being 
accustomed  to  his  lying  in  bed  so  late  they  had  at  the  time 
mentioned  opened  the  door,  and  entering,  found  the  body  as 
described.  At  once  they  had  given  notice  to  the  Fiscal.  They 
also  stated  that  they  had  heard  no  report  or  the  least  noise,  and  as 
the  windows  were  carefully  locked  on  the  outside  and  inside,  it 
was  taken  for  granted  that  he  had  killed  himself  in  this  horrible 
manner.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  presence  of  a discharged 
pistol  lying  near  the  body,  a small  powder  horn  filled  with  powder 


7G 


on  a chair  before  the  bed,  and  three  pistol  bullets  found  in  his 
pockets. 

February  16.  — The  vintage  very  fair,  but  the  grain  crop  a 
failure.  Most  of  the  farmers  have  not  won  their  bread  and  seed ; 
this  will  make  grain  very  dear  this  year.  The  failure  has  been 
-caused  by  the  unusual  heat,  drought,  and  heavy  wind — the  like  of 
which  has  never  been  felt  before— during  the  end  of  the  preceding 
and  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 

February  17. — The  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein 
informed  by  letter  that  two  sailors  had  deserted  with  a slave  from 
an  English  vessel  in  the  Bay,  and  instructed  to  recapture  them,  as 
being  poor  and  destitute  they  might  do  mischief.  One  was  hiding 
with  the  burgher  Anthony  van  der  Litli. 

February  19. — A soldier  who  had  one  evening  pulled  off  the 
hat  of  Lieut.  A.  van  Rheede  and  run  away  with  it,  sentenced  to 
be  flogged  and  banished  for  a year  on  Robben  Island,  with 
forfeiture  of  six  months’  pay. 

February  20. — This  afternoon  Landdrost  P.  Robbertsz  and 
commissioners  of  the  court  met  for  a preliminary  examination  in 
a case  against  a Stellenbosch  farmer  Jacob  Aartsz.  Brouwer,  who 
had  committed  certain  hostile  and  lawless  deeds  against  his  wife 
and  other  persons. 

February  28. — Meeting  of  Council.  Governor  lays  on  the  table 
a letter  from  India,  received  here  by  the  return  fleet  on  the  17th, 
that  Joan  van  Hoorn  had  succeeded  W.  van  Outhoorn  as  Governor- 
General  of  India.  Decided  that  on  the  2nd  March  all  officials 
shall  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  Governor-General,  and 
that  the  matter  shall  be  publicly  notified. 

March  2. — The  Governor  and  further  officials,  &c.,  take  the  oath. 
Afterwards  the  burghers  also,  who  were  under  arms  before  the 
castle.  In  the  afternoon  the  Governor  entertains  the  councillors, 
&c.,  at  dinner,  and  the  health  of  the  Masters  and  the  new 
Governor-General  is  drunk. 

Meeting  of  Council.  The  oath  taken  by  the  Governor  and 
Councillors,  as  above  stated,  &c. 

March  3. — The  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch  informed  of  the  above 
•circumstance,  and  ordered  to  take  and  administer  the  oath  in  his 
district. 

March  6. — All  the  return  ships,  twelve  in  number,  lying  in  the 
bay  to-dajr.  Thank  God. 

March  9. — The  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch  and  all  the  burgher 
•officers  take  the  oath  this  day. 

March  12. — Meeting  of  broad  Council.  Ships  affairs,  condition 
of  the  return  fleet  gone  into. 

March  13. — The  S.  E.  wind  has  dried  up  everything,  the 
pastures  on  the  mountains  and  in  the  flats  so  parched  up  and 
destroyed  that  a good  lot  of  cattle  have  died.  Hardly  any  water 
for  the  cattle  in  those  rivers  which  are  generally  running  the 


whole  year.  Should  the  drought  coutiuue,  a large  quantity  of 
cattle  and  sheep  will  perish. 

March  17. — N.  W.  breeze.  A little  rain. 

March  24. — The  Landdrost  ordered  to  make  a search  for  five 
sailors  and  two  soldiers  who  had  run  away  as  convalescents  from- 
the  hospital. 

March  26.-- -Farewell  dinner  to  the  fleet. 

April  2. — Two  Chinamen  sentenced  to  be  hanged  for  burglary,, 
five  others  denying  their  crimes  detained  for  further  examina- 
tion. 

April  4 — The  farmer,  Jacob  Aartsz.  Brouwer  isee  20tli  Feb.), 
condemned  for  cruelty  to  his  wife,  &c.,  to  serve  six  years  as 
convict  on  Robben  Island,  and  to  pay  a fine  of  Rds.  100  with 
costs. 

April  7. — Fine  rain,  enabling  the  people  to  plough.  The 
different  acts  of  burglary  committed  by  the  two  Chinamen 
enumerated  (see  April  2). 

April  11. — The  other  five  Chinamen  denying  their  guilt  though 
charged  as  accomplices  by  the  other  two  (now  executed),  are  set  at 
liberty,  but  kept  at  hard  work. 

April  20. — The  new  stables  finished.  Suicide  of  a slave  of  W- 
van  Putten,  who  had  deserted  and  returned. 

April  21. — By  verdict  of  the  Court  of  Justice  the  suicide  was 
dragged  by  the  legs  to  the  outside  place  of  execution,  and  there- 
hung  by  the  legs  in  order  to  deter  others. 

April  24. — All  busy  ploughing. 

April  29.- -Arrival  of  the  yacht  “ Ter  Aa  ” from  Texel  on  the 
8th  January  last,  with  cargo  for  the  Cape. 

May  7 — The  captain  of  the  English  ship  “ Kent,”  from  Batavia 
on  the  27th  February,  reports  that  the  Councillor-Extraordinary 
Phoonsen,  appointed  Commissioner  for  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  had 
proceeded  thither  in  the  “ Golden  Phoenix,”  but  as  the  season  was 
over,  he  could  not  reach  the  coast,  and  was  obliged  to  proceed  to 
Bengal.  After  lying  there  some  time  they  again  proceeded 
towards  the  coast  mentioned,  but  encountered  and  were  captured 
by  four  strong  French  ships  and  taken  to  Pondicherry.  Not  one 
of  the  prisoners  had  hitherto  been  released. 

May  9. — Arrival  of  the  “ Spiegel  ” from  Batavia  on  the  10th 
February.  It  confirmed  the  news  about  the  “ Golden  Phoenix,” 
and  added  that  the  skipper  had  been  killed  in  the  action. 

May  11. — Arrival  of  the  galiot  “ Zeehaan  ” from  Ceylon  with 
news  about  the  above  matter.  Her  despatches  will  be  transferred 
to  the  fleet. 

May  12. — Heavy  S.  Easter  and  severely  felt  drought. 

May  22. — The  Council  of  Justice  on  the  strength  of  two  sworn 
declarations  that  a slave  had  attempted  to  violate  a maiden,, 
ordered  him  to  be  tortured  as  he  denied  the  deed.  This  was  done 
on  the  following  day  when  he  confessed  at  once. 
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May  25. — Heavy  N.  W.  storm.  Many  boats  washed  on  shore 
during  the  night.  Fears  entertained  for  the  safety  of  the 
ships. 

June  4. — The  slave  (May  22)  having  withdrawn  his  confession, 
is  again  condemned  to  the  torture  ; before  undergoing  it  however, 
he  again  voluntarily  confessed  and  added  further  particulars  of  his 
own  accord. 

June  6. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “Ter  Aa  ” to  proceed  to 
Madagascar  for  slaves  and  rice,  as  the  crops  have  failed  and  no 
provision  ship  from  Batavia  lias  arrived.  (See  precis  of  resolu- 
tions). 

June  8. — -The  slave  who  had  attempted  rape  (see  May  22) 
informed  of  his  doom,  next  Wednesday  the  10th.  'J'o  be  hanged. 
His  crime  given  fully. 

A sailor  likewise  sentenced  for  attacking  and  wounding  a 
skipper,  breaking  his  sword  and  pulling  his  wig  from  his  head,  &c., 
to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round  his  neck,  to  be 
well  whipped  on  the  bare  back  and  chained  for  six  years  on  Robben 
Island,  with  forfeiture  of  all  his  pay. 

A soldier  sentenced  for  theft  to  behold  the  execution,  to  be 
whipped  by  the  Myrmidons  and  chained  for  eighteen  months  on 
Robben  Island. 

June  19. — The  Governor  and  the  wharfmaster  Brummert 
receive  news  of  the  condition  of  the  “ Zeehaan  ” sent  for  repairs 
to  Saldanha  Bay.  The  first  letter  has  the  P.S.  “ Praise  God,  in 
Saldanha  Bay.”  In  reply  the  Governor  urges  the  men  to  do  their 
best  to  further  the  repairs. 

June  23. — The  Lauddrost  of  Stellenbosch  instructed  to  prepare 
his  part  of  the  general  muster  roll. 

July  11. — Fine  rain.  Meeting  of  Council.  Ships,  and  Com- 
mercial affairs.  As  the  provision  ship  stays  away  and  the  harvest 
has  been  a failure,  it  was  decided  to  buy  if  obtainable  about  400 
muids  of  wheat  among  the  farmers.  A company  of  men  to  be 
sent  out  among  the  neighbouring  Hottentots  to  buy  cattle  to 
replace  the  old  and  useless  animals  at  the  “ Schuur.” 

July  12. — Governor  writes  to  Stellenbosch  that  at  his  own 
request  the  provisional  Landdrost  Pieter  Robbertsz  had  been 
honourably  discharged,  and  that  Johannes  Starrenburgh  had  been 
appointed  permanent  Landdrost.  He  is  to  be  publicly  installed 
by  the  commissioner  Jacob  Cruse. 

As  the  sick  visitors  at  the  Cape  are  ill,  the  Drakenstein  Minister 
(Rev,  Bek)  is  informed  that  one  of  his  parish  Jan  van  Hoorn  will 
be  detained  at  the  Cape  for  a while.  In  his  stead  has  been 
appointed  Cornelius  Slighter,  a man  of  proved  ability  and 
unblemished  conduct,  as  prelector  and  precentor. 

July  13. — A letter  sent  to  Saldanha  Bay  regarding  the  repairs 
of  the  “Zeehaan.” 

August  6. — Two  sailors  who  had  stolen  some  property  of  a 
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slave,  sentenced  to  be  whipped  and  serve  in  chains  on  Robben 
Island  for  two  years. 

August  24. — Governor’s  birthday.  Congratulations,  dinner, 
healths  proposed,  and  guns  fired. 

August  29. — Meeting  of  Council.  Secunde  Elsevier  reminds  the 
Council  that  the  Directors  had  ordered  through  Batavia  that  the 
prices  should  no  longer  be  reckoned  by  Guilders  but  Rix  dollars 
and  Eighths,  &c.  (See  precis  of  Resolutions.) 

The  Liquor  Lease.  Decided  to  leave  that  of  brandy  and  foreign 
beer  unaltered,  and  to  lease  the  tobacco  licence  again,  though  this  was 
contrary  to  resolution  of  29th  August,  1704,  as  no  reply  had  been 
received  from  the  directors  as  yet.  The  conditions  however  to  be 
altered  in  that  way  that  the  Company  retains  the  right  to  sell 
tobacco  from  its  stores  at  three  skillings  the  lb.,  but  in  no  smaller 
quantity  than  a roll.  The  lessee  only  allowed  to  sell  by  retail. 
Regarding  the  wine  licence  the  Governor  submits  that  last  year  it 
only  realised  f. 32,650,  or  f.  6,750  less  than  the  year  before,  that  it 
was  the  chief  source  of  revenue  and  that  something  should  be  done 
to  bring  it  back  to  its  former  amount.  It  was  therefore  decided 
to  add  to  the  conditions  that  the  Company  retains  the  right,  in 
case  the  four  parts  do  not  realise  the  amount  expected,  to  put  up 
the  whole  by  “ Afslag,”  and  should  they  realise  more  together, 
then  to  let  the  one  bidder  have  the  whole,  and  allow  him  as  many 
places  for  tapping  as  would  be  allowed  to  the  four  together.  This 
matter  however  to  stand  over  until  the  day  after  to-morrow  for 
final  settlement,  to  see  whether  it  will  not  be  possible  to  hit  on  a 
more  profitable  mode  of  procedure. 

The  Cape  beer  licence  to  be  left  to  the  Widow  Mensingh  for 
f.2,000  instead  of  f.3,000,  as  through  want  of  grain  her  brewery 
suffered  much  during  the  past  year  and  she  is  to  wait  until 
December  next  for  the  new  crop,  but  notwithstanding  has  paid 
her  debt  in  full. 

It  was  decided  to  break  down  some  old  dilapidated  houses  and 
sheds  between  the  points  “ Orange  ” and  “ Nassauw  ” and  to  put 
new  buildings  there. 

August  31. — Meeting  of  Council.  Decided  to  confirm  the  pre- 
ceding resolution  regarding  the  licence  for  Cape  wine.  Thereupon 
the  four  parts  were  put  up,  one  man  bought  three  of  them  and 
another  one,  but  as  it  was  feared  that  quarrels  would  consequently 
•ensue,  it  was  decided  to  put  up  the  four  together,  especially  as  by 
so  doing,  a larger  sum  was  expected.  A certain  freeman  there- 
upon bought  the  whole  for  f. 39, 100,  or  f.2,650  more  than  the 
amount  realised  by  the  four  separate  offers. 

The  tobacco  realised  f.230 ; foreign  beer  f. 1,200;  brandy  in 
four  parts,  f.1,500,  f.1,525,  f.1,225,  f.1,100,  - f.5,350. 

Cape  wine,  first  sale  f. 36, 450,  second  f. 39, 100,  Cape  beer,  f.2,000, 
grand  total,  f.47,880. 

September  1. — The  Landdrost  examined  a fugitive  messenger 
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of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  who  has  absconded  with  some 
money  entrusted  to  him,  and  also  a freeman  who  had  harboured 
him. 

Some  Hottentots  arrive  to  inform  the  Governor  of  the  death  of 
their  Captain,  “ Mars  ” late  son  of  Captain  “ Doggesmeester.” 
As  the  son  of  “ Mars  ” was  too  young  to  succeed  his  father,  his 
brother  “ Horabee  ” was  appointed  head  man  until  the  child 
became  of  age. 

September  11. — Arrival  of  the  “ Wassenaar”  from  Rotterdam  on 
the  21st  May.  I he  skipper  Melchert  de  Yos  reported  that  the 
Enckhuyser  ship  “ Berkenrode  ” after  a heroic  resistance  had 
been  taken  by  two  French  privateers  in  N.  latitude  44°  46',  after 
the  skipper  had  been  killed.  Also  that  the  Roman  Emperor 
Leopold  (the  2nd;  had  departed  this  life. 

September  26. — Some  Hottentots  arrive  from  “ Zwartland 
reporting  that  their  Captain  “ Claas  ” had  departed  this  life. 
The  Governor  appointed  his  brother  Hoeza  to  succeed  him  and 
presented  Hoeza  with  the  cane  with  the  brass  knob  on  which  his 
name  was  engraved,  and  also  with  some  presents.  They  remained 
a few  days. 

September  29. — The  fiscal  examine*  a slave  who  with  a 
“ parrangh  ” or  chopper  had  severely  wounded  the  son  of  a freeman 
as  he  lay  resting  in  the  “veld.” 

October  1. — Two  soldiers  for  drawing  their  side  arms  and 
striking  at  each  other,  condemned  to  be  whipped  and  to  serve  as- 
convicts  for  three  months. 

Meeting  of  Council.  The  ordinary  “ writing  off  ” allowed. 

Warning  to  Smugglers  published.  (See  placcaat).  People 
smuggling  in  spite  of  the  placcaten  forbidding  it.  Complaints- 
of  the  lessees  in  consequence.  All  resident  in  Table  Yalley  there- 
fore again  warned  not  to  sell  any  liquor  unlawfully  and  so  injure 
the  lessees.  Offenders  to  be  severely  punished.  None  of  the 
officers  or  soldiers  allowed  to  bring  any  liquor  into  the  fort,  much 
less  sell  any.  Offenders  to  be  fined  f.300  for  each  offence.  Those 
unable  to  pay,  to  be  summarily  whipped  and  condemned  to  three 
months’  hard  labour.  Finally,  all  wine  growers  and  other  residents 
in  the  Cape  district  from  the  hill  of  the  Roodebloem  and  Saltriver 
as  far  as  the  Witteboomen  and  its  surroundings  are  warned  to  sell 
no  liquor  by  retail,  on  pain  of  being  fined  f .300  for  each  offenoe,  &c. 

October  6. — The  crops  are  beautiful  and  will  yield  much  if 
saved  from  the  south-east  wind. 

October  7. — Five  convicts  arrive  from  Robben  Island  to  work 
at  the  fortifications  here,  which  are  rapidly  proceeded  with,  not- 
withstanding the  small  number  of  slaves  at  our  disposal. 

October  11. — Sunday.  The  day  was  passed  devotionally  under 
the  ministrations  in  the  fore  and  afternoon  of  the  Rev.  Francois 
Valentyn  who  arrived  here  in  the  ship  “Ylpendam.” 

October  12. — Meeting  of  Council.  Decided  to  build  a boat  house 
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at  the  side  of  the  wharf  to  prevent  the  boats  from  being  destroyed 
in  Rogge  Bay  during  had  weather. 

The  lessee  of  the  one  fourth  of  the  wine  licence  Johannes 
Pythius  allowed  a respite  of  six  months  to  pay  the  rest  of  the 
amouut  due  by  him,  his  partner  Grerrit  Meyer  being  insolvent. 

October  12. — A sailor  sentenced  to  be  whipped  and  serve  in 
irons  for  three  months  for  desertion. 

Some  soldiers  of  the  garrison  begin  this  day  to  work  at  the 
fortifications  for  four  stivers  daily  in  addition  to  their  ordinary 
pay,  after  the  Groveruor  himself  and  some  councillors  had  encouraged 
them  by  personal  example. 

October  13. — The  Grovernor  appoints  three  captains  among  the 
“Small”  Mamaquas,  who  each  receive  a cane  with  a brass  knob 
on  which  his  name  was  engraved.  The  one  was  called  Plato, 
the  secoud  Jason,  and  the  third  Yulcan. 

October  14. — Gfreat  display  of  bunting  in  the  bay  and  fort. 
Birthday  oi  the  ex-Gfoveinor  Simon  van  der  Stel.  His  son  and 
the  highest  officials  proceed  to  Constantia  to  congratulate  him. 
Salutes,  &c. 

October  16. — Landdrost  Starrenburgh  sent  out  with  some 
Hottentots,  among  them  the  three  newly  appointed  captains  (see 
October  13),  towards  the  neighbouring  Hottentot  tribes,  to  buy 
some  cattle  which  were  much  required.  As  soon  as  he  was  ready 
with  his  merchandise,  he  was  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  tribes  which 
were  on  friendly  terms  with  the  Company.  They  were  not  to  go  to 
distant  tribes  as  that  would  be  too  dangerous  because  of  the  hostilities 
committed  by  various  evilly  disposed  residents,  under  the  pretext 
of  free  barter.  The  Landdrost  could  not  bj  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  those  people  had  lost  their  cattle  by  violence,  so  that  it 
was  to  be  feared  that  if  approached  again,  notwithstanding  our 
purpose  to  be  friendly,  they  would,  instead  of  trading  amicably 
ponder  on  means  of  revenge  against  the  expedition,  although  the 
Company’s  servants  never  did  them  any  harm.  The  only  object  of 
the  expedition  is  to  obtain  a good  number  of  cattle  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Hottentots  by  barter,  as  we  are  much  in  want  of  good 
draft  cattle.  When  arriving  at  a “ Kraal  ” the  headmen  and  those 
who  deserve  it  are  to  receive  presents  and  be  told  that  we  wish  to 
live  with  them  henceforth  on  good  and  friendly  terms  and  that  the 
expedition  had  been  sent  out  to  obtain  cattle  by  barter.  They  were 
only  to  accept  young  aud  strong  oxen  suitable  to  be  brought  under 
the  yoke,  and  to  get  as  many  as  possible. 

“ Should  the  natives  be  disinclined  to  trade,  which  we  do 
not  hope,  you  are  to  offer  them  more  liberal  terms,  persuading 
them  in  all  possible  ways  and  in  a friendly  manner;  but  you 
are  to  beware  of  making  any  hostile  attempt  on  them  should  they 
remain  unwilling  to  barter,  and  rather  make  up  your  minds  lo 
return  without  success,  though  we  expect  a better  result. 

Should  you  be  attacked  by  any  natives  on  your  journey  you  are 
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at  liberty  to  pay  them  back  in  the  same  coin.  Should  you  discover 
that  an  ambush  is  laid  for  you,  to  surprise  and  kill  you  and  rob 
you  of  your  goods,  you  may  strike  the  first  blow,  but  not  otherwise. 

You  are  always  to  be  on  the  defensive  over  against  these  brutal 
tribes  in  order  not  to  be  surprised,  as  they  are  not  destitute  of 
craftiness  in  order  to  carry  out  their  designs.  You  are  therefore 
to  keep  good  watch  and  at  night  encamp  in  the  open  ground  away 
from  all  bush,  and  make  fires  or  not  in  the  darkness  as  you  think 
fit.  The  men  are  to  be  kept  under  proper  discipline,  and  together, 
in  order  to  be  prepared  for  any  sudden  attack.  Men  should  only 
be  sent  away  when  it  is  necessary  to  invite  a tribe  to  trade  or  to 
take  charge  of  the  cattle. 

A journal  is  to  be  kept,  giving  the  daily  march  exactly,— which 
latter  is  not  to  be  fatiguing, — also  every  daily  occurrence,  the  cattle 
bartered,  the  tribes  visited,  and  the  quantity  of  merchandise  ex- 
pended. Careful  observation  is  to  be  made  of  the  situation,  facilities 
and  fruitfulness  of  the  different,  lands  visited.  For  this  reason  the 
master  gardener  Jan  Uartogh  attends  you,  who  is  likewise  to  take 
voluminous  notes. 

You  and  your  company  have  been  amply  provided  with  supplies 
for  two  months.  You  are  to  use  them  economically. 

In  order  to  assist  you  in  important  matters  or  cases  of  emergency, 
you  shall  have  a council  to  consult  with,  which  shall  consist  of 
yourself  as  president,  the  master  gardener  Jan  Rartogh,  and 
Corporal  Willem  Brentgens,  and  in  case  of  further  necessity  of 
two  more  of  your  ablest  men. 

Wre  would  be  glad  if  you  could  do  the  work  in  six  weeks  or  two 
months.  The  reasons  for  any  unavoidable  delay  are  to  be  written 
in  the  journal.  The  trip  is  to  be  as  short  as  possible.  We  trust 
to  your  honour  and  ability,”  &c 

October  20. — The  horseherd  and  four  horses  accidentallj'  drowned 
in  Salt  River. 

November  2. — The  burghers  have  their  usual  popinjay  and 
target  shooting. 

This  afternoon  appeared  before  the  Governor  the  Hottentot 
Captain  Koopman  with  an  embassy  from  the  so-called  Bushmen  or 
robbers,  these  being  some  of  the  Hottentots  who  had  stolen  the 
cattle  of  the  far  distant  burghers.  As  they  had  made  Sam  Sam 

— Zaam  Zaam )— peace  with  the  Company,  or  had  calmed 
down  they  wished  to  enter  into  a covenant  similar  to  that 
of  the  other  Hottentots.  This  was  grauted  on  condition  of 
their  promise  that  they  would  undertake  no  expeditions  again 
against  the  cattle  of  the  Company  or  the  burghers.  They  were 
presented  with  some  beads,  tobacco,  &c.,  and  then  departed. 

November  3. — Target  shooting  continued.  H.  Muller  becomes 
u King  ” among  the  cavalry.  The  following  day  Frans  Manken 
gains  the  infantry  prize. 

November  5. — The  burghers  parade  before  the  Governor  and 
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with  three  salvos  salute  him  and  depart,  three  guns  being  fired 
from  the  castle.  The  men  treated  with  a little  liquor,  and  the 
officers  entertained  by  the  Governor  in  the  Garden  House. 

November  11. — Meeting  of  Council.  Timber  and  wagon  wood 
very  scarce.  The  forests  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape  for  the 
most  part  cut  down.  Decided  to  furnish  the  ‘ Postlooper  ” with 
four  months  provisions  and  send  her  up  the  oast  coast  as  far  as 
Terra  de  Natal  under  skipper  Theuuis  Gerbrandsz.  van  der 
Schellingh,  who  had  been  there  before  in  the  galiot  “ de  Noord,” 
in  order  to  visit  all  suitable  bays,  rivers,  harbours  and  roadsteads, 
to  sound  them,  and  if  possible  put  them  down  in  an  exact  chart. 
Wherever  possible  to  land  and  carefully  inquire  what  may  be 
found  there  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company  in  the  shape  of  gold, 
ivory,  gum,  amber,  incense,  ambergris,  oxen,  cows,  sheep,  goats, 
horses,  asses,  buffaloes,  elephants,  &e.,  also  fishes  and  birds.  To 
look  out  everywhere  for  forests,  trees  and  timber,  and  to  see 
whether  good  timber  and  wagon  wood  can  be  found,  or  any  kind 
of  wood  that  may  be  useful.  Of  everything  a careful  estimate 
was  to  be  made  and  an  entry  in  the  journal  for  the  information  of 
the  directors,  so  that  if  it  be  worth  the  expense  and  trouble,  an 
expedition  might  be  sent  a second  time. 

To  the  expedition  were  likewise  appointed  a gunner’s  mate,  who 
had  been  left  behind  in  hospital  and  had  formerly  visited  those 
parts  in  the  “ Ceutaurus  ” as  mate,  and  a sailor  able  to  paint 
and  draw  well  in  order  to  make  drawings  of  the  places  visited,  the 
mountains,  forests,  fruits,  &c. 

November  11. — The  slave  who  had  wounded  the  burgher,  Pieter 
Ylok  (September  29)  behind  the  “Little  Lion’s  Head,”  near  Hout 
Bay,  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  &c. 

November  20. — i he  “ Postlooper  ” leaves  for  “ Terra  de  Natal.” 

November  28.  — The  Governor  receives  two  letters  from  the 
Landdrost  who  had  returned. 

No.  1,  dated  19th  November.  Had  arrived  this  day  at  the 
*'  Berg  Liver  ” and  visited  the  kraals  of  the  three  captains  who 
had  accompanied  him  (Klein  Namaquas).  He  found  them  poor 
and  badly  off.  Ten  captains  lived  in  only  two  kraals,  and  were 
poor  in  cattle.  “ We  obtained  from  them  forty-eight  head  of  mixed 
cattle  and  niue  from  Captain  Bootsman.  This  is  all  that  we  could 
do  during  the  five  weeks  of  our  absence 

From  Piquetberg  we  proceeded  along  the  Berg  Liver,  but 
found  no  kraal.  They  always  move  out  of  our  way  and  do  not 
like  to  barter,  as  we  saw  in  the  case  of  Bootsman  who  on  our 
arrival  had  the  half  of  his  cattle  driven  away. 

To-morrow  I shall  send  to  the  land  of  Waveren  to  discover 
what  Kraals  may  be  there,  and  where  the  others  are,  in  order  to 
make  our  expedition  as  successful  as  possible. 

We  had  the  misfortune  that  a cruel  brute  of  a Lion  carried 
our  sentry  away  from  near  the  tent. 
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One  ox  died — no  other  misfortune. 

By  the  carelessness  of  the  superintendent  of  the  “ Schuur  ” we 
obtained  an  old  wagon  which  brought  great  trouble  upon  us.  One 
of  its  wheels  is  broken  into  atoms  so  it  must  be  dragged  on  empty. 
When  we  move,  the  one  wagon  is  to  take  on  half  of  our  luggage 
aud  then  come  back  for  the  rest.  This  makes  our  journey  very 
miserable.  We  hope  to  find  another  wheel  somewhere,  otherwise 
we  must  leave  the  baggage  behind. 

1 am  much  displeased  to  tell  you  all  this,  but  trust  to  have 
better  success  among  other  kraals  in  order  to  realise  the  purpose  of 
my  mission,”  &c.  (Signed)  J.  Starrenburgh. 

No  2.  26th  November.  “ Since  my  last  I visited  the  Kraals  in 
the  land  of  Waveren  and  the  Breede  River  and  have  now  reached 
the  farm  of  Pieter  Jurriaensz  vau  der  Heyden,  in  order  to  visit 
some  Hottentots  behind  the  Groene  Kloof.  Our  number  of  cattle 
at  present  is  101,  all  young.  As  soon  as  the  Hottentots  hear  of 
our  coming,  they  send  their  best  cattle  away,  and  will  not  part 
with  them.  But  I must  grin  and  bear  it.  Please  let  me 
know  what  farm  I must  bring  the  cattle  to  on  my  return.  I 
intend  to  call  first  at  Clapmuts  and  leave  the  men  there  until  I 
have  seen  you  and  made  my  report.” 

November  29. — The  Governor  replies  to  the  above  letter  as 
follows: — That  he  was  sorry  that  so  few  cat'le  had  been  obtained. 
“ The  reason  why  the  ten  captains  had  so  little  cattle  and  only  have 
two  kraals,  I can  well  understand,  as  these  people  have  two  or 
three  years  ago  been  violently  deprived  of  then’  cattle  by  certain 
freemen  who  carried  off  large  numbers.  When  you  arrived  they 
were  consequently  afraid  because  of  the  previous  robbery 
with  its  accompanying  violence,  moved  out  of  the  way  aud 
appeared  to  have  no  wish  to  barter.  This  is  corroborated  also 
by  the  fact  of  your  finding  no  kraals  along  the  Berg  River. 
We  must  be  satisfied  with  what  you  have  obtained.  The  very 
young  cattle  are  to  be  left  at  Wssershoek,  and  those  fit  for  work  are 
to  proceed  to  the  Schuur,  where  the  animals  are  much  wanted.” 

December  1. — The  Landdrost  writes  to  the  Government  from 
Groene  Kloof  saying  that  what  had  occurred  at  the  station  behind 
it,  prevents  him  from  being  silent  any  longer,  as  he  had  wished  to 
mention  the  matter  personally  on  his  arrival.  “ On  the  23rd  last, 
when  proceeding  to  the  Grigrikwas  encamped  at  the  northern 
point  of  the  Piquetherg  Mountains,  some  bushmen  informed  me 
that  a few  days  before  a wagon  had  gone  to  those  kraals  for 
barter.  They  could  not  give  us  clearly  the  names  of  those  with  it, 
but  showed  us  the  fresh  trail.  I therefore  hurried  on  as  fast  as 
possible,  knowing  that  if  the  wagon  arrived  before  me,  my  journey 
would  be  fruitless. 

On  the  way,  however,  a fore-axle  of  one  of  the  wagons  broke, 
and  this  kept  us  two  days.  In  the  meanwhile  the  wagon  had 
been  informed  of  our  coming  by  other  bushmen,  and  passed  us  on 
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its  return  tlie  preceding  night.  At  the  kraal  we  found  that  it 
was  a wagon  from  the  Groene  Kloof  sent  by  the  corporal  with  two 
men,  Lambert  and  Christoffel  Lutje,  but  having  been  informed  of 
our  coming  they  had,  after  a day’s  stay,  left  with  twelve  large 
tusks,  having  found  no  time  lo  barter  cattle. 

I inform  you  of  these  proceedings  of  Corporal  Daniel  Tous  to 
show  you  that  he  not  only  does  what  has  but  lately  been  strictly 
forbidden  to  all  corporals,  but  also  denudes  the  station  of  its  men, — 
as  besides  this  Lambert  there  was  no  one  else  left  on  it ; — employing 
the  men  for  Iris  personal  smuggling  transactions,  and  encouraging 
other  vagrants  among  the  freemen  to  join  him.  He  has  besides 
injured  our  barter  very  much,  as  he  had  already  provided  the 
natives  with  dagga  and  tobacco. 

On  my  return  I found  the  post  again  deserted,  the  corporal  and 
his  two  smugglers  having  proceeded  to  the  Cape.  A servant  of 
Phyffer  when  on  a journey  to  Saldanha  Bay  took  up  his  quarters 
here,  also  the  men  of  six  salt  wagons.  The  door  stands  open,  the 
Company’s  arms,  saddles,  &c.,  are  at  the  mercy  of  every  comer.  I 
have  been  obliged  to  notify  this  to  you  and  to  leave  one  here  to 
look  after  the  place  until  you  have  arranged  to  provide  against 
these  irregularities.  I am  told  that  there  is  no  salt  at  the  Cape. 
Here  it  is  daily  fetched  away,  and  a large  quantity  has  been 
trodden  away.  Fearing  that  the  Company  might  be  inconvenienced 
I have  forbidden  the  taking  away  of  any  more  until  further  orders. 
Burchard  Pietersz  tried  to  persuade  the  c irporal  to  collect  a load 
of  fine  salt  which,  like  last  year,  he  offered  to  convey  to  Hottentots 
Holland,  but  he  refused  to  do  it.  Now  it  is  too  late  as  only  a 
little  coarse  stuff  is  left,”  &c.  (Signed)  J.  Starrenburgh,  Groene- 
klocf,  38th  November  1705. 

The  Governor  replied  that  he  was  much  displeased  to  hear  of 
the  conduct  of  Tous,  and  to  prevent  further  mischief  the  Landdrost 
was  to  appoint  another  man  in  his  stead,  on  whose  fidelity  reliance 
could  be  placed,  and  send  Tous  as  a prisoner  to  the  Cape  He  is 
pleased  with  the  measures  taken  regarding  the  salt  and  wishes  a 
large  quantity  to  be  gathered.  At  present  it  cannot  be  sent  for,  as 
all  hands  are  employed  at  the  fortifications,  &c  The  new  super- 
intendent is  to  take  care  of  it.  The  freemen  however,  are  to  be 
allowed  to  collect  as  much  a*  they  require  for  their  own  use.  — 1st 
December,  1705, 

December  3.— Fine  rain.  The  crops  of  barley  and  rye  show 
that  for  many  years  no  liar  rest  has  been  so  abundant  as  the 
present.  The  same  result  expected  from  wheat  and  from  the 
grapes. 

December  5.  — The  Landdrost  writes  to  the  Governor  from 
Groene  Kloof  that  when  he  returned  yesterday  from  8alt  Liver  to 
the  Swart e Water  where  he  had  left  his  wagons,  having  searched 
for  some  kraals  where  he  had  obtained  twenty-seven  oxen,  he 
received  the  Governor’s  letters  of  the  29th  November  and  1st 
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December.  He  would  be  glad  to  carry  out  his  instructions,  but  he 
returned  with  such  a severe  cold  in  the  chest  that  he  often  coughs 
himself  into  a fainting  fit  and  can  hardly  breathe.  He  tries,  how- 
ever to  do  his  duty  and  his  best  to  visit  the  kraals  scattered  over 
the  country  at  fountains  and  pools,  and  persuade  the  Hottentots  to 
barter.  But  the  latter  are  soberly  provided  and  what  they  have  is 
young  stuff,  bred  during  the  one  or  two  years  during  which  they 
have  had  rest.  Therefore  the  wagons  at  the  Schuur  will  not,  to 
my  disappointment,  be  provided  with  able  cattle. 

I had  intended  this  morning  to  proceed  to  Saldanha  Bay,  only 
two  and  a half  hours  from  this,  in  order  to  visit  some  kraals  there, 
but  your  letter  decided  me  to  proceed  to  Grroene  Kloof,  to  carry 
out  your  instructions  about  the  corporal,  and  to  send  “ Baas  ” 
Hartog  to  Saldanha  Bay. 

We  have  now  152  head  of  cattle,  we  trust  to  get  a few  more 
from  the  Saldanha  Bay. 

I wish  to  submit  that  the  general  placcaat  mentions  that  the 
collecting  of  salt  without  consent  has  been  forbidden  with  a fine ; 
but  whoever  had  a licence  could  remove  three  loads  from  the  place 
pointed  out,  on  condition  that  he  brought  one  in  for  the  Company. 
This  was  the  means  of  getting  it  at  the  Castle.  The  farmers  at 
present  destroy  it  most  lamentably,  as  they  ride  through  the  whole 
pan  with  wagons  and  cattle,  only  collecting  where  the  salt  lies 
thickest,  and  treading  the  rest  under  the  mud.  This  with  reverence 
for  your  Honour’s  information 

Corporal  Daniel  Tmis  proceeds  to  the  Cape  this  day  in  charge  of 
two  field  watchmen,  in  order  to  account  for  his  conduct.  He  is 
pretty  impudent,  and  you  will  find  I have  appointed  in  his  place 
Frans  Jacob  Leeven,  one  who  has  been  on  out-stations  many 
years  and  during  the  expedition  showed  himself  very  careful  and 
vigilant.”  (Signed)  J.  Starrenburgh,  -3rd  December,  1705. 

The  Governor  replied  that  he  had  received  his  letter  and  also 
D.  Tous.  He  was  pleased  that  so  much  as  152  head  of  cattle  had 
been  obtained,  but  that  number  would  not  suffice.  He  trusts  that 
Hartogh  may  bring  some  more  from  Saldanha  Bay.  “ We  can 
understand  that  the  Hottentots  there  and  every  where  have  been 
denuded  of  cattle  because  of  the  violent  proceedings  of  some  of  the 
whites,  and  that  they  do  not  possess  much  more  than  what  they 
have  been  able  to  breed  during  the  last  two  years  during  which 
this  detestable  violence  has  ceased.  As  you  are  likewise  ill,  it 
will  be  better  for  you  to  return  with  your  men.  The  cattle  to  be 
well  cared  for  and  brought  to  the  “ Schuur  ” and  ‘‘ Vissers  Hoek.” 
We  must  comfort  ourselves  with  the  hope  that  when  the  cattle 
shall  have  multiplied  a second  expedition  will  be  more  favourable. 
Enclosed  you  fiud  an  extract  from  the  placcaat  (general),  and  you 
are  empowered  to  take  steps  against  all  tresspassers  accordingly. 
The  ordinance  referred  to  by  you  I fairly  agree  with,  it  has  been 
effective  from  old,  but  the  freemen,  or  rather  some  impertinent 
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fellows  among  them,  of  whom  the  wealthiest  are  the  chief,  who 
dare  to  treat  their  Grover  ament  witu  disrespect,  and  appear  to 
tread  the  good  orders  and  placcaten  under  foot,  hesitate  at  very 
little  now.  Therefore  everyone  wishing  to  obtain  salt  shall  pro- 
vide himself  with  a permit,  that  the  placcaten  &c.  may  be  properly 
obeyed  and  the  Company  also  be  somewhat  assisted.”  (Signed) 
W.  A.  v.  d.  Stel  (same  date). 

December  8. — The  Landdrost  returns  with  only  174,  mostly 
young,  cattle,  as  experience  has  shown,  the  result  of  the  wanton 
acts  and  the  murderous  violence  of  some  freemen  (with  the 
excuse  of  having  had  an  honest  barter  allowed  by  law)  on  some 
Hottentot  tribes,  as  proved  by  the  letters  of  the  Landdrost 
to  the  Governor,  and  some  notes  in  his  Journal  of  the  expedi- 
tion. 

December  15. — The  wheat  being  gathered — thank  God — a 
success. 

December  19. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  submits  that 
as  the  meat  contract  must  end  this  year  with  H.  Husing,  by  Older 
of  Directors,  and  no  answer  on  the  subject  has  been  received  (see 
our  despatch  of  28th  March,  1 ■ 05),  he  would  propose  to  leave  the 
lease  in  the  hands  of  four  butchers  among  the  freemen,  of 
irreproachable  character,  and  not  related  to  each  other,  for  one  year, 
to  supply  the  hospital  garrison,  ships,  and  public  with  meat.  The 
contractors  to  have  the  use  of  the  Company’s  slaughter  house  and 
Kraal,  in  which,  like  shambles,  they  shall  be  bound  to  kill  and 
sell  their  meat  but  not  at  their  private  houses  or  elsewhere. 
Should  they  break  this  condition  they  will  at  once  forfeit  the 
contract.  Said  contract  to  last  a year,  unless  letters  arrive  in  the 
meanwhile  with  other  orders.  Should  none  however  arrive,  then 
the  contractors  shall  retain  the  contract  or  it  may  be  given  to 
others  as  the  Council  may  deem  fit.  But  in  order  to  extend  this 
privilege  as  widely  as  possible  to  all,  the  contractors  shall  declare 
under  oath  that  during  the  term  of  their  contract  they  shall  not 
hold  in  possession  as  their  own  property,  directly  or  indirectly,  the 
least  number  of  slaughter  cattle  or  sheep,  excepting  a few  draft 
oxen,  milch  cows,  and  some  goats,  should  they  require  them  for 
their  gardens.  Those  convicted  of  having  broken  their  oath  shall 
be  treated  as  perjurers  and  punished  as  such,  besides  being  fined 
fl.OOU. 

They  shall  be  bound  to  buy  their  cattle  from  the  people  where- 
ever  they  can  get  it  at  a reasonable  price. 

They  shall  di-liver  at  the  following  prices  : — 

To  the  Company,  meat  per  lb.,  If  stivers  or  14  doits,  head, 
pluck,  and  offal  of  a sheep,  at  6 stivers ; of  an  ox,  12  stivers ; a 
nide,  fl'4  or  4 skillings,  a skin,  1 stiver;  a living  sheep  f7  light 
money. 

All  the  manure  to  be  the  property  of  the  Company. 

The  public  shall  pay  per  lb.,  one  dubbeltje. 
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Good  meat  only  shall  be  sold.  Examiners  shall  at  all  times 
visit  the  shambles  to  see  after  this.  The  bad  meat  shall  be  con- 
demned and  forfeited  for  the  slaves.  A person  drawing  no  salary 
shall  be  accommodated  with  a room  in  the  shambles  and  register 
the  quantity  and  kind  of  cattle  delivered  to  the  Company,  dead  or 
alive.  He  shall  be  present  at  the  weighing  and  no  meat  shall  be 
delivered  except  in  his  presence.  Receiving  no  pay  he  shall 
receive  from  the  butchers  twopence  for  every  sheep  killed  or 
delivered,  and  threepence  for  every  ox.  This  money  shall  be  paid 
cash.  The  said  bookkeeper  to  swear  that  he  will  faithfully 
discharge  his  trust. 

In  order  to  protect  the  butchers  against  others,  it  was  decided 
likewise  to  forbid  all  to  kill  any  cattle  in  their  private  houses  in 
order  to  sell  it  by  weight  or  lb.  Offenders  to  be  fined  Rds.  50  for 
the  first,  Rds.  100  for  the  second  offence,  and  if  convicted  the 
third  time  to  be  punished  corporally  in  addition. 

Decided  to  draw  up  a contract  for  signature  with  the  four 
butchers  on  the  above  lines. 

Decided  to  beach  the  condemned  flute  “ Nieuwland  ” as  soon  as 
possible  and  break  her  up  to  prevent  accidents  and  loss  of  life. 

Decide  1 fuither  to  send  the  “Hamer”  to  Mauritius  with 
supplies  (see  Mauritius  despatch  12th  September  last). 

Appointment  of  new  officers. 

Cornelius  Botma  to  be  elder  at  the  Cape,  vice  Jan  Vlok.  Michiel 
Ley  to  serve  another  year  as  deacon. 

Jacob  v.  d.  Heyden  to  be  elder  at  Stellenbosch;  vice  Gfuil. 
de  Grevenbroek,  Adam  Tas  to  be  deacon  at  Stellenbosch  vice 
A rent  Gildenhuys,  Abraham  de  Villiers  to  be  elder  at  Drakenstein 
r ce  Claude  Marais  Abraham  Vivie  and  Paul  Roux  to  be  deacons 
there,  vice  P.  Russeau  and  C.  Marais.  Pieter  de  Meyer  and  H. 
Rt  aim  an  to  sit  at  the  Orphan  Board,  vice  Johannes  Swelleugrebel 
and  J.  van  Meerlant.  W.  v.  Putten  to  serve  another  year. 

Adrian  v.  Reede  to  be  president  of  the  marriage  board,  vice 
W.  Corssenaar.  K.  J.  Slotsboo  and  H.  Donker  to  be  members, 
v ce  J.  Swellengrebel  and  J.  Rotterdam. 

W.  Corssenaar  to  be  president  of  the  petty  cases,  vice  W.  v. 
Putten,  and  J.  Brummert  to  he  member,  vice  Slotsboo.  G.  Heems 
and  H.  Boumaii  to  succeed  C.  H.  Diepenauw  and  H.  Donker  as 
burgher  Counciilois. 

Jan  Elberts  and  Hans  Jacob  Conterman  to  succeed  G.  du  Toit 
and  P.  v.  d.  Byl  as  lleemraden  at  Stellenbosch.  Hercules  du  Pre 
and  Claude  Marais  to  be  Heemraden  at  Drakenstein.  This  board 
has  now  with  the  last-mentioned,  foui  members,  because  of  the 
rapid  extension  of  the  district. 

December  25. — A very  heavy  rain  continuing  during  the  night 
and  the  whole  day.  The  weather  remarkably  thick,  no  sun  visible, 
as  if  all  the  fountains  of  heaven  had  been  opened.  The  oldest 
inhabitant  “ never  saw  anything  like  it.” 


December  26. — A heavy  storm  from  the  west.  Great  loss 
•expected  in  the  crops  in  consequence  of  this  rare  downpour. 

December  28. — This  day  a proclamation  was  everywhere  affixed 
in  reference  to  the  resolution  regarding  the  butcher  licence  of  the 
19th  November,  1705.  The  whole  re-echoes  the  resolution. 

Every  one  busy  with  the  fortifications  of  the  Castle,  and  the 
repairs  of  the  roads  at  the  Cape,  which  have  been  much  destroyed 
by  the  rains. 

The  extraordinarily  heavy  rains  of  the  25th  and  26th  December 
floated  a large  quantity  of  sheaves,  and  washed  them  from  the 
lands,  so  that  it  is  feared  th  .t  much  loss  has  been  caused. 

Many  rivers  that  had  no  water  during  the  last  two  years  rapidly 
swelled,  and  others  could  not  contain  the  water,  so  that  they  over- 
flowed the  lands  in  many  places. 

December  29. — The  butchers  signed  their  contract  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  resolution  of  19th  November, 
1705.  The  contract  to  commence  on  the  1st  January,  1706.  They 
swear  as  required ; the  bookkeeper  likewise  swears. 

December  31. — Old  Year’s  day.  The  Lord  be  thanked  that  we 
were  during  the  past  year  free  from  all  external  and  internal 
enemies,  disease,  pestilence  or  dear  times,  and  could  live  in  peace 
and  quiet.  May  He  continue  to  bless  the  Company,  &c. 
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January  1 — Ordinary  congratulations  and  rejoicings. 

January  4. — Heavy  rains,  the  rivers  overflow  their  banks,  and 
Die  waters  spreading  everywhere  like  a lake,  destroy  the  grain 
sheaves  which  soaked  at  Christmas  and  laid  out  to  dry  were  all 
washed  away,  so  that  a horrible  loss  has  been  incurred. 

January  9. — Arrival  of  the  frigate  “ Ter  Aa,”  which  had  left 
the  Cape  with  eighty  men  on  the  23rd  June  last  for  Madagascar  ; 
it  had  obtained  96  slaves  from  King  Resoedja;  and  at  the  River 
Maningare,  the  ordinary  trading  station  of  the  Company,  106 
from  King  Andrian  Defandangits.  She  had  encountered  no 
pirates,  and  left  the  latter  place  on  the  8th  November.  Much  bad 
weather  was  encountered ; thirty-seven  slaves  died  and  five  of  the 
crew,  among  them  the  bookkeeper  and  junior  mate.  The  rest  are 
all  ill  and  weak. 

January  12. — Meetiruj  of  Council.  Statement  of  the  deficit  in 
the  cargo  of  the  “ Lockhorst  ” from  Batavia  for  the  Cape.  As  the 
skipper  and  bookkeeper  cannot  account  for  it,  it  was  decided, 
according  to  instructions  from  India  dated  1st  February,  1701,  to 
•charge  it  to  their  account,  leaving  them  to  appeal  to  Batavia. 

Certain  small  fire  engines  or  garden  spouts  to  be  sold  to  the 
public  at  Rds.  55  each. 

January  26. — Arrival  of  the  English  return  ship  “The  Mary,” 
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Captain  Bloys,  which  reported  that  it  had  lain  at  Maur.tius  from 
29th  October  to  1st  December.  Up  to  the  day  of  its  departure 
no  rain  had  fallen  there,  so  that  all  animals  and  game  were  every- 
where miserably  dying  of  starvation  and  poverty,  the  people 
were  very  short  of  provisions,  there  was  no  meal,  bread,  rice, 
or  even  sweet  potatoes ; all  the  butter  and  oil  had  been  con- 
sumed, no  fat  could  he  obtained  from  the  cattle,  and  unless 
soon  relieved  their  position  would  he  deplorable. 

January  29. — A dead  body,  almost  bereft  of  flesh  and  irrecog- 
nizable,  found  on  the  beach.  Supposed  to  be  washed  up  from  the 
sea,  after  examination,  buried. 

February  7. — One  of  the  garrison  found  dead  under  the  point 
Nassouw  ; supposed  that  he  fell  down  when  drunk  and  broke  his 
neck. 

February  10. — Meeting  of  Covncil.  Decided  to  have  the 
“ Ter  Aa  ” cleaned  at  Saldanha  Bay. 

February  23. — A large  vine  crop  expected. 

February  24.- — The  skipper  of  the  “ Huis  te  Hemert  ” buried  in 
the  church  here. 

March  8. — iteturn  of  the  galiot  “ Postlooper,”  which  had  left 
this  on  the  20th  November,  1705,  for  Terra  de  Natal.  It  had 
arrived  there  on  the  29th  December  last.  Two  men  had  deserted 
from  the  galiot  and  gone  to  live  among  the  Hottentots  there.  The 
news  which  it  brings  from  that  place  is  that  a bar  lies  before  the 
bay  on  which  a heavy  surf  beats,  which  the  galiot  could  only 
cross  at  high  water  with  great  danger,  so  that  there  is  no  chance 
for  ships  to  harbour  there.  There  w'as  not  such  an  abundance  of 
cattle  obtainable  as  sixteen  years  ago,  as  they  had  had  a drought 
there  lasting  four  years.  Timber  of  sufficient  thickness  and  length 
might  still  be  obtained  in  fair  quantities  in  the  forests.  They  had 
found  an  Englishman  there  from  London  named  Yaughan 
Goodwin  who  had  lived  there  seven  years  and  arrived  there  in  the 
English  ship  named  the  “ Fiddelie,”  commanded  by  Captain 
Tempi?  Stradies,  who  had  left  him  and  two  others  behind  there  in 
1699.  His  comrades  had  been  killed  by  the  natives  in  1700.  1 he 

Captain  had  promised  that  he  or  his  ship  would  return  within 
three  years  at  the  furthest,  and  bring  out  emigrants  to  populate 
the  country. 

March  11. — Meeting  of  Council.  A petition  laid  on  the  table 
by  the  Governor,  presented  by  the  burgher  councillors  II.  Husing, 
Diepenauw,  Diemer,  and  Meerland,  in  ihe  name  of  all  who  had 
subscribed  to  a certain  document. 

Firstly. — That  those  who  have  been  arrested  for  signing  the 
document  mentioned  might  be  discharged  on  sufficient  bail ; that 
as  regards  other  documents  which  might  be  there,  that  they  had  no 
share  or  interest  in  it,  and  should  not  be  held  responsible  for 
them,  as  they  would  only  concern  him  who  is  their  author. 

Secondly. — That  they  urgently  request  that  of  the  signatories 
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two  might  be  deputed  to  Holland  who  were  capable  of  defending 
their  conduct  and  proving  the  truth  of  the  document,  as  petit  ioners- 
believe  themselves  in  this  case  not  to  be  before  their  competent 
judges. 

It  was  decided  after  careful  deliberation  not  to  reply  to  the 
first  part,  as  it  was  a groundless  libel,  because  the  prisoners 
mentioned  iu  the  petition  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Landdrost,  and  regarding  the  second  point,  to  adhere  to  the- 
resolution  of  the  8th  instant  (N.B.  —not  given  in  this  journal), 
regarding  the  removal  of  some  malicious  citizens  from  the  Cape  to- 
the  Fatherland,  and  to  send  to  every  one  of  them  the  order  to 
proceed  on  board  within  thrice  twenty-four  hours. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
now  and  then  to  get  rid  of  all  unmarried  men  and  lazy  fellows- 
(do  nothings)  here  and  in  the  country,  especially  those  who  were 
of  no  good  conduct  and  unable  to  show  that  they  earned  a living 
honourably  and  respectably,  as  nothing  good,  but  on  the  contrary r 
a great  deal  of  harm  must  be  expected  from  such  a class  of  people. 
In  order  to  clear  this  residency,  they  should  be  sent  to  India  as 
soldiers  at  f 9 per  month. 

March  27. — Farewell  dinner  to  the  return  fleet  (in  charge  of 
commander  Jan  de  With). 

April  4. — Sunday.  Departure  of  the  leturn  fleet,  fifteen  Dutch 
and  nine  Englishmen,  total  twenty-four,  which  all  salute  the- 
Castle,  and  are  thanked  in  turn.  The  Governor  in  person 
accompanies  them  as  far  as  Robben  Island  in  the  galiot  i!de 
Zuidpool.”  In  the  evening  they  fortunately  all  reach  the  open  sea.- 
Our  prayer  is  that  they  may  reach  the  various  havens  of  the 
Fatherland  without  any  hostile  encounter  or  disaster  at  sea,  and  in 
safety. 

April  5. — The  Governor  remained  at  Robben  Island  duriug  the- 
night,  and  returned  this  afternoon  with  a fine  north-west  breeze. 

May  6. — Court  of  Justice  condemns  a slave  to  the  torture 
because  he  refused  to  mention  his  accomplices  in  a case  of  arson. 

May  11  —Meeting  of  Council.  A lot  of  damaged  tobacco  to  be 
sold  by  auction. 

It  was  also  decided  to  sell  by  auction  an  old  building  at  the 
Klapmuts,  as  the  Company  derive  no  benefit  from  it  ; also  all 
the  goats  of  the  Company  still  running  at  Vissersboek,  about  200- 
altogether. 

Some  licensed  free  bakers  complain  that  some  others  keep  three 
or  four  slaves  running  about  the  Cape  and  near  their  houses  to  sell 
bread,  in  that  way  injuring  them  in  their  earnings.  As  they  have 
no  slaves  of  their  own  to  send  about  in  a similar  manner,  they  wish 
to  be  protected  by  the  Council.  It  was  decided  not  to  allow  one 
to  have  more  privileges  than  another,  and  that  the  licensed  bakers 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  have  more  than  one  slave  or  boy  for  selling 
bread  at  the  houses.  Offenders  to  pay  a fine  of  Rets.  10  for  the 
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poor.  Moreover,  as  required  by  the  general  placeaat,  every  one 
shall  properly  mark  his  bread  (in  order  to  prevent  fraud)  with  his 
own  name. 

May  13. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “ Suikermolen  ” found 
nearly  on  shore  at  Salt  River.  It  had  during  the  night  sailed  into 
the  hay,  and  in  the  darkness  missed  the  roadstead,  casting  its 
anchors  on  that  stormy  night  in  3h  fathoms  water.  Decided  to 
take  off  the  money  chests  at  once  and  wait  till  the  weather 
moderated  to  bring  the  vessel  to  a safe  berth. 

Two  slaves  brought  in,  charged  with  having  murdered  in  the  veld 
their  master,  Jacob  van  der  Hoeven,  alias  farmer  of  Yissershok. 

May  11. — News  brought  by  a corporal  and  two  men  sent  out 
to  look  for  the  body,  that  they  had  first  found  the  wagon  and 
afterwards  a foot-spoor.  This  ’hey  had  followed  and  found  some 
portions  of  the  body,  with  some  silver  and  a few  gold  buttons, 
beyond  the  “ Swart  e berg”  at  the  “Berg  river”  Upon  that 
they  had  returned  to  Yissershok  and  charged  the  two  slaves 
with  the  crime,  who  confessed  it. 

May  17. — The  slaves  confess  again  and  describe  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  murdered  Jacobus  van  der  Hoeven  the  dairyman 
and  caretaker  of  the  Compauy’s  cows  at  Vissershok.  They  also 
stated  that  they  had  buried  the  bo  ly  at  the  B rg  River,  behind  the 
Swarteberg. 

May  27. — According  to  sentence  of  the  court  the  hand  of  the 
slave  who  had  committed  the  murder  was  to  be  cut  off,  and  after 
that  both  were  to  be  broken  from  below  upwards,  and  so  left  until 
they  died  The  bodies  were  afterwards  to  be  exposed  on  a wheel 
at  the  outside  place  of  execution  until  destroyed  by  the  birds  and 
wind. 

The  slave  who  had  committed  arson  at  the  “ Peerl  ” was  again 
ordered  to  the  torture,  to  see  whether  by  these  means  his  accom- 
plice might  not  be  discovered. 

May  31. — The  slave  who  had  helped  to  set  fire  to  a freeman’s 
house  at  the  “ Peerl  Diamant  ” in  the  district  of  Drakenstein,  again 
tortured,  but  he  rigidly  adhered  to  his  former  statement. 

June  5. — The  two  slaves  who  had  killed  their  master  Jacob  van 
der  Hoeven,  ex-  cuted  as  mentioned  on  May  27.  Full  particulars 
of  the  murder  given. 

Juue  6 — Arrival  of  the  English  return  ship  the  “Fleet 
Frigate,”  Captain  Charles  Nutham  from  Madras.  Shortly  after- 
wards a small  vessel  was  sighted  entering  the  bay  with  broken 
masts  and  flying  the  Prince’s  flag.  It  had  been  towed  towards 
the  bay  by  the  Englishman  and  was  found  to  be  the  “ Hazenoot  ” 
sent  from  India  direct  to  Holland.  Off  Agulhas  aud  the  False 
Cape  it  had  encountered  a heavy  storm  aud  lost  its  mizen  mast, 
gaff,  boom  and  outrigger,  also  some  sails;  this  compelled  it  to 
call  here. 

June  1 0. — Meeting  of  Council.  Concerning  the  galiot  “ Hazenoot” 
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which  had  been  towed  towards  Table  Bay  from  Agulhas  by  the 
English  vessel.  Her  papers  to  remain  in  her,  and  herself  to  be 
repaired  as  soon  as  possible. 

June  19.  — The  officers  of  the  “Berg”  make  a statement 
regarding  the  encounter  with  a French  enemy. 

On  the  1 1th  April  the  Dutch  squadron  consisted  of  six 
ships,  which  sailed  together  from  Texel.  The  “ Hogsted,”  with 
the  pennant,  “ Horsteudaal,”  “ Schellenberg,”  “ Assendelft,” 
‘ Jerusalem”  and  “Berg.”  In  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  the 
“ Berg  ” saw  three  of  its  consorts,  and  from  the  topmast  four  other 
ships,  without  being  abF  to  recognise  them.  The  Commodore 
then  ordered  the  squadron  to  form  in  line,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  the  three  ships  were  still  together,  viz.,  “Hogsted,”" 
“ Assendelft  ” and  “ Berg  ” having  the  four  strangers  in  sight  to 
leeward  N.  N.  W.,  about  two  or  two  and  a half  miles  distant. 
All  showed  English  Hags,  aud  the  Dutch  prepared  for  action.  In 
the  7th  glass  of  the  day  watch,  orders  were  given  to  form  into 
line,  and  the  ships  steered  for  the  strangers.  Whilst  approaching 
them  the  “ Bergh  ” luffed  to  starboard  and  fired  five  guns  to  salute 
the  Commander,  and  then  turned  to  port.  The  Commander’s 
ship  replied  with  five  guns,  three  blank  cartridges  to  wind- 
ward and  two  with  ball  to  leeward.  It  was  then  4 glasses  in 
the  morning  watch,  and  the  four  ships  thereupon  hoisted  French 
flags,  so  that  we  found  them  to  be  enemies.  The  French 
Commander  then  gave  ours  the  full  broadside.  W e retm-ned  the 
compliment  with  interest.  At  the  5th  glass  one  came  alongside  of 
us,  which  apparently  carried  60  guns.  The  two  others  seemed  of  the 
same  calibre,  whilst  the  fourth  was  a small  vessel  of  20  or  24  guns, 
which  did  not  fire  a single  gun.  Each  of  our  ships,  therefore,  had 
his  own  man  to  deal  with.  They  gave  the  enemy  who  was  preparing 
to  board,  the  broadside  from  the  starboard,  and  going  round  him  by 
the  stern,  another  on  the  port  side  They  (the  “ Berg  ”)  were  very 
near  the  enemy,  and  remained  lying  so.  The  firing  at  each  other 
was  very  hot  with  cannon  and  smaller  arms,  whilst  our  two 
consorts  had  each  its  antagonist.  In  the  afternoon  in  lat.  1°  23' 
and  long.  358°  53',  there  was  a calm ; sometimes  a breeze  blew 
from  the  east  and  sometimes  from  the  west.  The  battle  was  then 
at  its  height  and  lasted  until  sunset.  About  noon  we  saw  that 
our  commodore  had  lost  his  mainmast  and  that  the  French  admiral 
had  sailed  round  the  stern  of  his  ship  without  firing,  letting  the 
French  pennant  blow  out  from  the  starboard  side  of  the  mainyard. 
Upon  that  a boat  of  the  small  French  ship  boarded  him  and  thence- 
proceeded  on  board  the  “ Hogstedt,”  so  that  we  concluded  that  the 
latter  had  struck.  The  Frencli  admiral  thereupon  again  advanced 
and  fired  some  more  heavy  shots  into  her,  shooting  away  the  fore 
6tay  and  yardchain,  so  that  we  did  not  know  whether  mast  or  yard 
would  fall,  hang  or  stand. 

At  sunset  the  two  Frenchmen  kept  off  beyond  range  aud  when 
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we  turned  towards  them  they  retreated.  The  “ Assendelft  ” was 
•still  fighting  with  its  adversary,  hut  as  it  was  calm,  and  all  our 
masts,  rigging,  &c.,  were  in  a helpless  condition,  we  could  not 
reach  her. 

During  the  3rd  glass  in  the  “PlatVoet”  watch  (which  lasts 
from  4 to  8 p.m  ) we  had  a squall  with  rain  and  wind,  and  lay  to 
with  our  top-sails,  as  we  could  not  move,  expecting  every  moment 
that  everything  would  come  tumbling  about  our  ears.  We  had  to 
go  whither  the  wind  took  us  to  save  our  masts.  It  had  also 
become  very  dark  so  that  we  could  see  no  ships  or  any  lights. 

During  the  night  we  did  our  best  to  secure  the  masts,  and 
during  the  6th  glass  of  the  dog  watch  we  thought  we  saw  five 
lights.  We  had  a fresh  breeze  and  lay  to  during  the  night  to  find 
out  what  the  lights  were,  but  we  lost  sight  of  them.  On  the  14th 
the  wind  was  from  E.  N.  E.  to  S.  E.  slight,  and  the  air  squally. 
At  daybreak  we  saw  seven  ships,  three  in  the  south,  which  we 
believed  to  be  our  other  consorts  “ Horstendaal,”  “ Schellenberg,” 
and  “Jerusalem,”  and  four  in  the  W.  N.  W.  presumably  the  four 
French  ships,  the  first  being  about  three  and  a half  and  the  last 
four  miles  away  from  us.  WTe  do  not  know  what  became  of 
the  “Assendelft”  or  of  the  flagship  “ Hogsted.”  We  decided 
by  resolution  to  drift  along  to  find  out  what  ships  the  three  to 
windward  were.  But  a squall  blew  them  out  of  our  sight. 

On  the  16th  we  saw  a ship  from  the  masthead  N.  E.  by  E.  We 
lost  sight  of  her  during  the  night.  On  the  19th  we  saw  another 
N.  W.  by  W.,  which  also  disappeared  during  the  night.  We 
were  thus  unable  to  discover  who  they  were.  Since  that  time 
until  our  arrival  here  we  saw  no  other  ships,  &c. 

The  report  of  the  commission  of  inspection  showed  that  the  hull 
had  seventeen  cannon  shots  in  it,  two  between  wind  and  water. 
That  the  mainmast  and  mizenyard  had  been  badly  wounded,  and 
likewise  the  bowsprit,  but  that  all  repairs  could  be  effected  here. 

June  29. — Return  of  the  long  expected  galiot  “Hamer”  from 
Mauritius. 

June  30. — General  muster  of  the  Company’s  servants. 

July  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Council  of  Mauritius  in  its 
despatch  of  8th  May  complain  of  the  manifold  desertions  of  the 
slaves  and  their  wautonness  by  which  the  islanders  are  placed  in  a 
continuous  state  of  fear,  and  deterred  from  leaving  their  home- 
steads. 

That  some  slaves  had  conspired  to  set  fire  to  the  lodge  and  the 
houses,  murder  the  people  and  so  make  themselves  masters  of  the 
whole  island.  Three  had  been  sent  over  in  the  “ Hamer,”  with 
the  request  that  they  might  be  punished  as  an  example  to  others. 

It  was  decided  to  authorise  the  commander  and  council  to  have 
all  slaves  unwilling  to  surrender  shot  in  the  legs  with  shot,  and 
should  they  show  opposition  to  kill  them.  They  were  also 
allowed  judicial  authority  over  all  slaves  but  over  no  freemen 
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taking  into  their  councils  such  officers  of  ships  as  may  be  there  at 
the  time.  Should  there  be  no  ships  at  hand  and  the  case  be  urgent 
they  shall  increase  their  board  with  some  of  the  most  experienced 
servants  of  the  Company  and  freemen,  so  that  it  shall  always 
consist  of  nine  or  seveu  members. 

The  “Ter  Aa”  to  be  despatched  to  Mauritius  with  provisions, 
and  to  take  in  thence  ebony  for  Holland,  also  to  proceed  to 
Madagascar  for  slaves,  as  many  of  the  last  lot  had  died  and  the 
rest  are  mostly  women.  She  was  to  proceed  to  Maratange,  where 
last  year  a fair  number  had  been  obtained  from  King  Resoedja, 
but  not  to  Maringare,  the  climate  being  particularly  hot  and 
unhealthy,  and  the  trade  very  slow  and  indifferent.  From 
Maratange  they  were  to  go  to  Port  1 Jauphin  to  see  whether  a good 
trade  could  not  be  opened  for  the  Company  there,  and  thence  to 
return. 

Jacob  Huybertsz  appointed  skipper  vice  P.  Slydregt.  Ant. 
Liefring  appointed  slave  commissioner.  He  had  attended  as  sub- 
commissioner during  the  last  voyage,  and  Jan  Blom  was  to  be  his 
assistant. 

The  Secunde  of  Mauritius,  Phil,  de  la  Fontaine,  having  died, 
Gerbrand  Wybrandsz  of  Batavia  succeeds  him.  He  has  been  a 
penman  here,  under  the  secretary,  many  years. 

J.  Phyffer,  fishing  at  Saldanha  Bay,  lost  his  boat  at  Dassen 
Island.  Is  allowed  to  buy  one  of  those  belonging  to  the  Company 
not  yet  put  together,  his  fishing  being  a great  convenience  to  the 
public. 

July  15. — A soldier  for  having  wounded  the  master  smith  with 
a pike  on  the  head,  sentenced  to  stand  uuder  the  gallows  with  the 
rope  round  his  neck,  to  be  scourged  on  the  back,  to  be  put  in 
•chains,  and  serve  as  convict  for  eight  years  on  Robben  Island,  as 
well  as  to  pay  all  costs. 

Arrival  of  an  English  warship  “ Oxford,”  Captain  John  Beunit, 
54  guns  and  260  men,  from  Torbay  on  the  1 Ah  April.  It  did 
not  salute  the  castle,  and  the  captain  was  much  dissatisfied  that 
the  castle  was  not  the  first  to  offer  him  a welcome  salute  as  was 
done  by  the  English  vessels  in  the  bay. 

July  16. — The  Governor  receives  a letter  that  two  sailors  had 
stabbed  each  other  at  Saldanha  Bay.  The  Governor  in  reply  says 
that  he  believes  that  the  quarrel  might  have  been  prevented  as  it 
had  originated  on  board.  He  sends  handcuffs  and  wishes  them 
conveyed  to  the  Cape. 

July  23. — The  English  warship  “ Oxford  ” and  the  English 
return  ships  leave.  The  Oxford  salutes  the  Castle  with  21 
guns 

July  27. — Meeting  of  Council.  Mauritius  tiaving  written  that 
there  was  a deficit  of  9 per  cent,  on  the  rice  sent,  skipper  Zeeman 
of  the  “ Hamer”  could  give  no  reason  for  it,  5 per  cent,  being  the 
■ordinary  allowance  for  waste.  Zeeman  was  condemned  to  pay  the 
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difference,  but  in  case  the  Mauritius  scales  were  wrong,  a matter 
to  be  decided  by  the  weights  sent  over,  the  money  was  to  be 
refunded  to  him. 

As  the  time  for  the  liquor  lease  is  approaching,  the  Governor 
submits  regarding  Cape  wine,  in  order  to  remove  all  dissatisfaction 
and  reasons  for  complaint,  that  the  licence  be  offered  to  as  many 
as  may  offer  themselves  for  the  pui’pose  and  in  the  following 
manner. 

Those  desirous  of  securing  one  or  more  shares  shall  attend  at 
the  Castle  on  the  16th,  17tb,  and  18th  August,  at  the  house  of  the 
Administrator  Elsevier  between  nine  and  eleven  a.m.,  and  before 
Commissioners  of  the  Council  tender  for  as  much  as  they  wish 
to  have.  Alter  that  a calculation  is  to  be  made  of  the  total  of 
the  different  sums.  If  found  sufficient  the  tenderer  will  be 
accepted  for  as  many  taps  as  he  tendered  for,  for  one  year, 
producing  two  sufficient  securities.  This  to  be  published  by 
notice.  Should  however  the  amount  be  found  insufficient  the 
tenders  are  not  to  be  accepted  but  the  lease  offered  in  the  usual 
way  in  four  parts.  It  was  also  decided  to  sell  a tap  licence  for 
Stellenbosch,  Drakenstein,  the  Tigervalley  and  Rondebosch  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  preceding  one. 

The  beer  licence  hitherto  left  to  the  widow  Mensink  for  f3,000 
annually  and  last  year  for  f2,000  to  be  again  put  up  to  competition 
on  the  old  conditions,  to  see  whether  it  will  not  produce  more. 
The  brewer  to  have  the  right  of  bidding.  The  lessee  to  be  bound 
to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the  lease  unless  he  can  prove  that 
he  could  obtain  no  beer  through  malice  of  the  brewer  or  in 
ease  the  lessee  be  a brewer,  that  there  was  no  corn,  or  that  his 
machinery  had  become  defective. 

The  Widow  Mensink  and  her  son  to  be  uotified  that  they  are 
to  pay  the  f2,00 ) for  the  two  brewing  vats  already  owing  to  the 
Company  for  teu  years. 

The  Administrator  having  pointed  out  the  waut  of  European 
brandy,  proposes  that  some  (Jape  wine  should  be  bought  and  con- 
verted into  brandy  by  way  of  trial,  to  see  whether  European 
importation  for  the  ships  might  not  be  dispensed  with.  This 
would  greatly  assist  the  sale  of  Cape  wine.  Samples  might  be 
sent  to  Holland  for  the  opinion  of  Directors.  Unanimously 
adopted. 

The  tlnee  slaves  brought  from  Mauritius  and  .charged  with 
intended  arson  and  murder,  having  confessed  their  crime,  to  be 
sent  back  to  that  Island  for  trial  and  punishment. 

August  5. — A soldier  sentenced  to  be  shot  for  having  killed  a 
comrade. 

August  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  With  an  eye  to  the  vile  and 
faithless  conduct  and  evil  tendencies  of  some  burgher  officeis 
at  the  Cape,  Stellenbosch,  and  Drakenstein,  especially  at  the  two 
last  mentioned  Colonies,  it  was  after  ripe  deliberation,  on  the 
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suggestion  of  the  Governor,  decided,  unanimously  to  make  (he 
necessary  and  indispensable  changes  and  appointments  at  the  Cape. 

Instead  of  the  ex-burgher  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  of 
Infantry,  H.  Ilusing,  who  has  been  sent  to  Holland  in  the  last 
return  fleet,  the  ex-burgher  Councillor  H.  Douker.  In  the  place 
of  the  ex-Lieut.  J.  v.  Meerland,  also  sent  to  Holland,  the  burgher 
Councillor  H.  Bouman.  Instead  of  the  Ensign  Donker,  promoted, 
Johannes  Laubser.  Instead  of  Dirk  v.  Schalkwyk  retiring  ensign, 
discharged  at  his  request,  Grerrit  Botma. 

As  new  Heemraden  of  Stellenbosch  were  appointed  Ant.  v.  d. 
Lith,  Dirk  Mol,  Job.  Bokkelbergh,  and  Jan  Botma.  As  Heenrraden 
of  Drakenstein,  Abraham  de  Villiers,  Pierre  Rousseau,  Jan 
Schupping  and  Jac.  van  As. 

For  the  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  Cavalry,  A.  v.  d.  Lith 
captain,  Jac.  v.  as  lieutenant,  and  Warner  v.  d.  Brink  cornet. 
For  the  Infantry,  Dirk  Coetzee  captain,  J.  Bokkelbergh  lieutenant, 
and  Jac.  v.  Driel  ensign.  For  Drakenstein,  Abraham  de  Villiers 
captain,  Jean  Durand  lieutenant,  and  Philip  des  Pres  ensign. 

Landdrost  Starrenburg  presents  a memorial  in  which  he  refers 
to  the  mutinies  and  conspiracies  lately  discovered,  and  reports 
that  since  that  time  the  minds  of  many  residents  of  the  country 
districts  had  been  so  very  much  exoited  and  poisoned  by  malicious 
accomplices  and  disturbers  of  the  general  peace,  that  following  the 
example  of  the  vile  instigators,  they  appear  to  have  thrown  aside  all 
obedience,  duty  and  respect ; opposing  with  obstinate  sulkiness  the 
orders  of  their  rulers,  and  withdrawing  themselves  from  all  obedience 
in  the  most  improper  manner.  That  moreover  great  sauciness  and 
unbridled  licence  are  being  observed  among  the  slaves  in  the 
country,  who  are  beginning  to  despise  and  neglect  their  duties,  so 
much  so  that  many  absent  themselves  from  their  masters  during 
the  night  and  congregate  in  the  hack  slums  of  certain  freemen’s 
houses  to  gamble,  get  drunk  and  commit  other  irregularities. 
That  their  impudence  and  daring  have  become  so  great,  that  on 
Sundays  when  they  do  not  work,  they  cause  great  commotion  in 
Stellenbosch  and  neighbourhood  by  fighting,  heating,  and  throwing 
one  another,  making  the  highways  unsafe  and  not  even  hesitating 
to  molest  and  frighten  the  minister  there,  &c. 

He  further  requested,  in  order  to  prevent  these  evils  and  restore 
peace  and  safety  to  the  public,  that  a few  additional  field  watch- 
men might  be  allowed  him,  and  also  an  able  substitute,  in  order  to 
carry  out  his  instructions  everywhere  in  the  country,  to  recapture 
the  fugitive  slaves  and  other  vagabonds  and  prevent  many  other 
evils. 

After  careful  deliberation  it  was  decided,  that,  as  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  this  colony  which  is  now  already  very 
much  extended,  should,  if  possible,  be  kept  in  good  order  and 
peace,  and  that  all  evil-doers  should  he  checked  in  their  wanton- 
ness, the  landdrost  should  be  assisted  by  a substitute  who  shall 
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likewise  be  sergeant ; three  additional  constables  and  two  Caffres. 
Tiie  latter  were  to  look  after  the  excesses  of  the  slaves  and  the 
vagrants,  so  that  his  whole  staff  will  now  consist  of  the  substitute, 
two  servants,  six  field  guards  and  two  Caffres. 

August  18. — The  Commissioners  having  sat  three  days  (see 
27th  July)  to  receive  tenders  for  the  liquor  lease,  but  unsuccessfully, 
it  was  decided  to  notify  that  the  lease  would  be  offered  to  public 
competition,  as  decided  on  the  date  mentioned. 

August  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  Resolved  to  put  up  the 
tobacco  and  liquor  leases  like  last  year,  as  the  tenders  had  been 
very  unsatisfactory,  having  yielded  only  f 12,400. 

Mr.  Elsevier  lays  on  the  table  part  of  a Memorandum  from  the 
Indian  Government,  dated  29th  November,  1705,  containing  the 
order  abolishing  the  custom  of  charging  the  prizes  for  the  popinjay 
sports  at  Stellenbosch  to  the  Company,  and  distributing  wine  and 
beer  to  the  burghers  at  the  Company’s  cost.  Decided  to  carry 
out  the  order,  not  only  there  and  at  Drakenstein,  but  also  at  the 
Cape,  and  to  notify  the  same  to  the  various  Military  Councils. 

August  31. — General  Lkpior  Lease.  Amounts:  Tobacco, f250; 
Brandy,  the  4 parts,  f 7,330  ; Cape  Wine,  the  4 parts,  f37,200  ; 
Foreign  Beer,  f 1,300  ; Cape,  f 3, 350.  Total,  f49, 430. 

September  9. — The  excessively  cold  air  and  wind  threatening 
destruction  to  the  grain  crops  and  the  vines,  which  are  budding. 

The  sailor  who  had  stabbed  his  comrade  at  Saldanha  Bay 
(July  16),  ordered  to  be  severely  whipped  and  kept  as  a convict  on 
Robben  Island  for  three  years. 

September  11. — A soldier  punished  for  desertion  from  the 
barracks  during  the  night,  and  for  stealing,  with  a comrade,  certain 
articles  from  two  seamen  whom  they  had  before-hand  made  drunk. 
The  stoleu  articles  were  a white  cloth  coat,  a brown  one,  a flowered 
calamanco  jacket,  a ditto  under-waistcoat  with  silver  buttons, 
a grey  ditto,  two  pairs  of  socks,  two  ditto  shoes  with  steel  buckles, 
two  black  hats,  a cloth  cap,  a white  handkerchief,  two  oopper  boxes, 
one  spy-glass,  one  pair  scissors,  one  silver  sheath  of  a knife,  one 
comb-liolder  and  two  combs,  and  one  black  ink  pot.  He  was 
to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round  his  neck,  after 
that  to  be  severely  whipped,  and  finally  to  serve  in  irons  for  ten 
years  on  Robben  Island,  as  well  as  to  pay  the  costs. 

September  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  lessee  of  the  beer 
licence,  Jan  Meyndertsz  Cruywagen,  complains  of  the  bad  and 
unsaleable  beer  supplied  him  by  the  brewers,  Mrs.  Mensinck  and  her 
son,  and  proves  his  case  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council.  He  was 
allowed  to  cancel  his  lease  until  a better  article  could  be  supplied. 
Three  Commissioners  likewise  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
matter  further,  and  communicate  with  the  widow  Mensinck. 

September  1 7. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Commissioners  report 
that  they  had  seen  Mrs.  Mensinck  and  son,  that  the  latter  deolared 
that  he  had  no  share  in  the  business,  was  ill,  and  would  not  appear 
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:at  the  Castle.  That  the  widow  was  acquainted  by  them  with  the 
memorial  of  Cruywagen,  and  asked  whether  she  could  not  supply 
him  with  better  beer  at  f 15  per  aum  (light  money).  That  in 
violent  anger  and  with  flushed  face  resulting  from  simple  fury  and 
obstinacy,  she  had  replied  that  what  she  had  supplied  to  Cruywagen 
was  even  better  than  that  supplied  to  H.  Mulder,  the  preceding 
lessee.  That  she  could  not  and  never  would  supply  a better  article 
for  the  price ; and  even  for  more;  that  although  her  son  had  been 
always  considered  a partner  and  signed  the  conditions  as  such,  the 
brewery  belonged  to  her  alone,  that  her  son  had  only  signed  in 
obedience  to  her,  and  that  he  was  ill  and  could  not  leave  the  house 
for  another  six  weeks.  That  she  did  not  care  what  became  of  her ; 
that  they  might  do  to  her  what  they  liked,  that  she  would  not 
move  a foot  or  bend  a knee,  and  if  the  Company  wished  to  have  the 
brewing  vats,  she  did  not  care — she  had  200  muids  of  malt  on  the 
loft  which  the  weevil  might  destroy ; that  Cruywagen  might  buy 
it  and  brew  for  himself,  and  finally,  that  she  had  offered  to  take 
over  his  lease  for  f2,700. 

It  appeared  to  the  Council  that  her  statement  was  frivolous,  and 
that  her  wish  was  to  compel  Cruywagen  to  cede  his  lease  to  her 
and  so  set  the  law  to  the  Company  regarding  the  beer  licence, 
also  that  others  would  be  deterred  from  leasing  in  order  not  to 
■come  in  contact  with  this  quarrelsome  woman,  &c.,  &c.,  and  there- 
fore the  Council  decided  to  protest  against  all  losses  which  might 
be  incurred  by  her  conduct,  to  hold  her  personally  responsible  for 
them,  and  to  report  the  matter  to  the  directors  for  orders. 

September  18. — The  written  protest  sent  to  Mrs.  Mensinck  by 
the  Messenger  Christoffel  Hazewinkel  with  the  cpiestion  embodied, 
whether  she  intended  to  supply  good  beer  and  not  the  undrink- 
able small  beer  (scharre  beer)  to  the  lessee.  The  messenger  on 
his  return  reported  that  the  widow  had  asked  for  a copy  in 
writing,  and  stated  that  she  could  not  reply  at  once  and  that  the 
son  had  said  that  the  affair  was  his  mother’s  and  not  his. 

September  20th. — Landdrost  Starrenburgh  informs  the  Governor 
by  letter  that  on  his  arrival  home  a complaint  was  brought  before 
him  of  detestable  violence  and  savage  conduct,  as  would  appear 
from  the  annexures,  and  begs  that  such  proceedings  may  be 
stopped  once  for  all. 

Further  he  states  that  his  substitute  who  had  been  sent  to  Clap- 
muts  to  look  after  the  Company’s  affairs  there,  came  to  the  house 
of  Guilliam  du  Toit  in  order  to  inquire  about  the  ford  which  he 
had  to  cross,  the  rains  having  made  the  river  impassable.  “ At 
once  a man  was  sent  on  horseback  to  Mrs.  Elbertsz,  to  warn  her 
that  people  were  coming  to  capture  du  Toit.  The  following 
day  the  two  sons  of  Mrs.  Elberts,  Wessel  Pretorius  and  Jac.  v. 
Brakel,  came  riding  as  hard  as  they  could  from  Drakenstein, 
where  they  had  been  riding  about  for  five  or  six  days,  for  what 
purpose  I know  not,  but  your  Honour  will  be  able  to  guess  as 
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well  as  I can.  They  spent  one  night  at  Mrs.  Kloete,  and  the 
healths  which  I have  been  told  were  drunk  there,  agree  with  their 
evil  purposes  and  will  be  communicated  to  you  personally  by 
word  of  mouth. 

Saturday  morning  very  early,  when  in  my  garden,  I received 
information  that  a large  company  of  men  from  Drakenstein  and 
beyond  the  Berg  River  were  marching  hither  and  were  already  very 
near.  This  made  me  expect  a bad  day.  About  7 a.m.  I heard  a- 
drum  march  beaten  and  also  the  alarm,  and  saw  many  horsemen 
riding  past  the  bridge  of  my  house,  and  armed  infantry  passing. 
As  many  military  officers  as  I thought  I could  get  together,  I 
summoned,  and  in  the  meanwhile,  accompanied  by  four  men,  I 
went  into  the  street  and  to  the  house  of  Hans  Conterman  whore 
I saw  about  twenty  men  under  arms  (and  also  the  wives  of  Van 
der  Byl  and  Wessel  Pretorious)  of  that  savage  sort  that  I made 
the  acquaintance  of  during  the  last  Commission.  I sent  my 
substitute  with  two  men  to  the  place  'where  the  drums  were  being 
incessantly  beaten,  to  find  out  what  was  being  done  there.  In  the 
meanwhile  Botma,  Coetcliee  and  Bokkelberg,  Ensign  van  Driel 
and  Secretary  Mahieu  had  joined  me,  and  in  their  presence  I 
asked  the  rioting  parties  why  they  had  armed  themselves  and 
who  had  ordered  them  to  come  together  ? They  replied,  “ no 
one,”  but  this  being  the  day  of  the  annual  parade  they  had 
come  of  their  own  accord  and  wished  to  know  why  the  exercises 
did  not  take  place  this  year  as  before. 

I replied  that  I would  inform  them  as  soon  as  I had  received 
orders  from  the  Cape  on  the  subject,  and  that  they  were  to  send 
their  officers  to  me  whom  I would  inform  of  the  reasons. 

I was  told  that  not  a single  superior  or  inferior  officer,  not  even 
a corporal,  was  to  be  found  among  them. 

I was  therefore  obliged  to  ask  them  why  they  appeared  without 
officers ; that  in  case  they  had  come  in  order  to  observe  the  proper- 
parade  and  muster,  they  knew  very  well  that  they  had  to  bring 
their  officers  with  them,  but  not  to  proceed  like  a loose  and 
undisciplined  troop. 

That  I would  recommend  them  to  commit  no  acts  of  insolence, 
otherwise  I would  endeavour  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  district 
with  the  means  at  hand. 

I received  a favourable  reply ; viz.,  that  all,  if  assured  that  they 
had  done  their  duty,  were  prepared  to  return  home.  The  talk  of  the 
two  women  (wyven)  I pass  over  in  order  not  to  trouble  you  more 
than  the  case  necessarily  lequires.  I paid  no  attention  to  it. 

I therefore  went  to  where  the  drum  was  still  being  beaten  lustily, 
and  found  a large  number  of  people  dancing  around  it. 

Having  asked  the  drummer,  who  had  ordered  him  to  beat 
his  noisy  instrument,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  understand 
Dutch. 

I ordered  him  to  be  quiet  and  return  to  his  farm. 
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The  whole  day  I remained  in  the  street  to  keep  an  eye  on 
everything  and  found  that  my  presence  kept  everything  in  peace 
and  quiet. 

Some  drunken  fellows  about  me  I warded  off  by  means  of  civil 
answers  and  the  advice  to  conduct  themselves  quietly  as  peaceable 
citizens.  Upon  that,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Heemraden,  most 
of  them  returned  home  in  the  evening  without  having  caused  any 
further  commotion. 

Without  exaggeration,  Sir,  I have  had  a boisterous  day  and 
managed  everything  in  the  gentlest  manner  possible  ; at  the  same 
time  I was  taught  that  unbridled  people  (if  there  were  any)  could 
be  withdrawn  from  evil  intentions  by  calm  reasoning  and  brought 
to  a serious  consideration  of  their  personal  welfare.  I hope  to 
progress  by  means  of  gentleness,  but  Hon.  Sir  ! the  women  are  as 
dangerous  as  the  men,  and  do  not  keep  themselves  quiet ; therefore 
I believe,  subject  to  your  judgment,  that  the  communication  of 
Mrs.  Tas  with  her  husband  keeps  open  a correspondence  between 
him,  Greevenbroeck  and  the  other  disaffected  persons,  and  con- 
sequently more  evil  than  good  results. 

Heaven  protect  you  from  all  evil,  and  bless  you  with  a 
peaceful  government,  that  I may  long  have  the  honour  to  call 
myself  your  faithful  and  humblest  servant,  J.  Starrenburg.” 
Stellenbosch,  20th  September. 

The  Governor  replied  as  follows  : “ With  much  dissatisfaction  I 
have  gathered  from  your  letter  of  the  20th  inst.  the  extravagant 
audacity  displayed  by  a party  of  colonists  or  agriculturists  in 
proceeding  to  Stellenbosch  under  arms,  on  foot  and  on  horseback 
with  drum  and  kettle,  pretending  that  they  wished  to  know 
the  reason  wby  the  annual  parade  would  not  take  place  as  in 
preceding  years ; committing  many  other  excesses  besides.  All 
these  are  truly  matters  of  evil  and  mutinous  consequences  if  not 
smothered  in  time.  We  have  at  least  to  praise  your  prudent 
and  faithful  conduct  displayed  under  the  circumstances,  in  that 
the  disaffected  multitude  was  appeased  as  muoh  as  possible  and 
every  one  persuaded  to  go  his  way,  or  home.  It  will  therefore  be 
necessary  in  the  first  place  to  endeavour  to  get  the  audacious 
drummer  into  safe  keeping  and  send  him  to  the  Castle  where 
means  will  be  found  to  compel  him  to  confess  his  presumptuous- 
ness if  not  in  Dutch  which  he  does  not  profess  to  understand,  at 
least  in  French,  and  who  instigated  him. 

As  we  are  not  certain  what  Wessel  Pretorious,  Jacobus  van 
Brakel,  Jan  and  Olaas  Elbertsz  have  done  whilst  riding  about 
Drakenstein,  though  we  presume  that  it  cannot  promise  much 
good,  we  must  leave  the  matter  so  long  in  abeyance  until  we 
have  more  certain  evidence.  To  this  you  should  at  once 
attend  “ illico  ” (on  the  spot)  obtain  as  much  information  as 
possible,  and  also  find  out  who  the  authors  and  leaders  are. 

As  regards  the  two  annexed  declarations,  this  is  another  but 
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also  a bad  case  in  which  you  may  act  as  public  prosecutor  and 
further  according  to  circumstances. 

Should  you  believe  your  force  to  be  too  small  and  that  you 
require  more  men,  let  us  know  at  once  ; we  will  send  you  a 
sufficient  number  very  quietly. 

Captain  0.  Bergh  informs  us  that  hay  and  straw  are  required 
for  the  Company’s  stables  here ; as  the  mowing  season  is  at 
hand,  you  are  to  let  us  know  and  point  out  where  the  best 
places  and  pastures  are  besides  the  Clapmuts,  that  a quantity 
may  be  gathered.  For  that  purpose  men  will  be  sent  from  the 
Cape.”  (Signed)  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  21st  September. 

September  23. — A certain  freeman  and  assistant  retail  wine- 
seller  properly  sentenced  because  they  had  against  orders  and 
contrary  to  the  prohibition,  sold  wine  for  less  than  16  stivers^ 
viz.,  for  two  skillings  the  bottle. 

The  Governor  receives  the  following  letter  from  the  Landdrost : 
“ That  with  the  greatest  respect  he  had  received  the  Governor’s 
orders  this  morning  as  contained  in  the  letter  of  yesterday.  The 
two  rebellious  persons  Jan  and  Claas  Elbert  sz,  were  yesterday  at 
Stellenbosch  at  the  house  of  Beely  or  Harman  Smith  accompanied 
by  a younger  brother.  They  seemed  to  care  about  nothing,  nor 
to  fear  anything  and  will  no  doubt  come  and  laugh  at  me  in  my 
face.  The  smallness  of  my  force  and  the  little  confidence  I have  in 
the  men  are  the  reasons  why  I cannot  very  well  attack  them,  but 
if  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  assist  me  for  a short  time  with 
eight  or  ten  trusty  men  and  a sub-officer,  for  which  purpose 
Corporal  Marten  Akkerman,  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
country,  would  be  the  most  suitable,  I would  not  only  be  able  to 
investigate  the  Drakenstein  audacity,  check  the  vagabondism  and 
violence  of  slaves  and  others,  but  also  capture  the  banished. 

This  indeed  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  present  disturbance  in  the 
country,  and  as  long  as  these  people  are  not  apprehended,  the 
evil  will  grow  more  and  more,  and  trot  along,  but  when  they 
discover  that  we  are  serious  they  will  become  divided  and  this 
conspiracy  will  disappear.  It  is  high  time,  if  they  are  not  to  be 
allowed  the  upper  hand,  for  I fear  that  otherwise  man}'  well 
disposed  people  may  begin  to  waver.  Please  consider  this  in  a 
kindly  spirit,  and  seriously,  and  fix  the  exact  time  xvhen  I may 
expect  reinforcements  in  order  to  apprehend  these  vagabonds.  I 
will  then  send  my  men  to  meet  yours  at  the  “ kuilen,”  but  I fear 
that  if  the  matter  is  not  conducted  with  the  strictest  secrecy  at 
the  Cape,  the  warning  will  at  once  be  given  to  them  from  that  place. 

With  all  diligence  and  zeal  I will  endeavour  to  trace  the  doings 
of  the  four  roving  rascals,  also  the  causes  and  authors  of  the 
procession. 

The  well  disposed,  however,  fear  the  consequences  (to  them- 
selves) if  the  bad  ones  are  not  punished ; so  that  they  would  not 
clare,  even  if  willing,  to  inform  me  of  anything.  It  is,  therefore, 
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merely  by  accident  if  I discover  anything,  and  if  I do,  I am 
unable  to  verify  it  by  sufficient  strength  of  evidence.  However, 
what  is  brought  to  my  knowledge,  I must  report,  that  timely 
measures  may  be  taken. 

I hear  that  Mons.  Robbertsz  has  gone,  or  is  going,  to  the  Cape. 
He  would  be  able  to  give  some  information  (I  believe)  if  he  liked, 
as  the  road  to  Hrakenstein  passes  bis  house,  so  that  the  people 
often  call  there,  and  his  servants  and  household  obtain  information 
on  many  things  whilst  a glass  of  wine  is  being  drunk.  Towards 
myself  he  is  very  close. 

Last  Monday  the  Military  Council  decided  to  send  for  the 
standard,  ensign,  &c.,  at  the  houses  of  the  officers  who  have  been 
dismissed,  and  band  them  over  to  those  newly  elected.  This  day 
I had  the  standard  fetched  at  the  house  of  Claas  Elbertsz,  by 
means  of  a captain  of  horse  and  eight  horsemen  deputed  for  the 
purpose.  This  has  been  the  reason  why  I have  delayed  this  letter 
until  noon ; I feared  that  something  might  happen,  which  I 
might  then  communicate  to  you,  but  the  new  cornet  informs  me 
now  that  everything  has  been  done  well,  and  that  he  has  received 
the  standard  and  its  belongings  in  good  order. 

At  this  distance  I hear  that  Jacob  Louw  sometimes  holds 
conversation  in  the  evening,  when  it  is  dark,  with  Yan  der  Heiden 
and  others,  over  the  wall  of  the  fort.  I therefore  think  that  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  to  attend  to  that  and  the  correspondence 
between  Tas  and  Greevenbroeck.  This  is  what  I wished  to 
communicate  to  you  for  the  present,  &c.,  &c. — 22  September. 

The  Governor  replied  as  follows  : — “ Your  letter  of  the  22nd 
inst.  informed  us  of  the  insolence  of  Jan  and  Claas  Elbertsz,  and 
the  little  fear  that  they  appear  to  have,  as  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
show  themselves  openly  at  Stellenbosch  under  your  very  eyes. 
The  small  force  at  your  disposal  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  evil 
consultations  among  themselves,  strengthened  by  the  promised 
aid  and  help  of  that  malevolent  and  mutinous  troop,  on  the  other, 
are  possibly  the  chief  causes  of  their  bold  presumption  and  little 
awe.  Now  in  order  as  much  as  possible  to  smother  this  reckless 
obstinacy  in  its  birth,  and  to  prevent  their  evil  passions  and  vile 
unbridled  enterprises  from  proceeding  any  further,  and  also 
that  the  band  of  conspirators  may  be  divided,  and  access  to 
each  other  prevented,  we  have  decided  and  deemed  it  necessary 
to  accede  to  your  request  for  assistance.  Care  will  therefore  be 
taken  that  next  Tuesday  evening,  after  the  closing  of  the  garden 
gate,  eight  or  ten  men  under  Corporal  Martin  Akkerman,  pro- 
vided with  proper  arms  and  ammunition,  shall  proceed  on  the 
way,  with  orders  to  be  at  the  Kuilen  during  the  night;  i.e., 
between  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  about  2 a.m.,  when  you  may 
also  be  there  with  your  own  men.  With  that  force  we  believe 
you  will  be  able  in  the  first  place  to  apprehend  J an  and  Claas 
Elbertsz,  Jacobus  van  Brakel,  Cornells  van  Niekerken  and 
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Hercules  des  Pres,  who  appear  to  us  to  be  the  most  malevolent 
and  dangerous  instruments,  and  to  keep  them  in  safe  custody, 
that  they  may  he  conveyed  to  the  Cape.  How  the  work  is  to  he 
accomplished  in  the  best  and  most  proper  manner,  whether  by 
day  or  by  night,  and  which  of  the  sedition-mongers  you  think 
should  be  apprehended  first,  we  leave  to  your  own  good  and 
prudent  management,  provided  that  everything  be  done  with  the 
necessary  secrecy.  We  believe,  however,  that  it  can  be  more 
safely  accomplished  during  the  night,  when  their  only  warning 
will  be  the  blow,  as  it  suddenly  falls. 

You  are  likewise  to  do  your  best  to  obtain  information,  if 
possible,  regarding  their  evil  ways  and  plots,  that  the  chief  male- 
factors and  ringleaders  may  be  discovered,  and  in  proper  time 
receive  reward  according  to  merit.  In  the  meanwhile,  close 
attention  will  be  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  correspondence  between 
Greevenbroeck  and  Tas,  Yan  der  Heyden  and  Jacobus  Louw. 
The  rumours  spread  in  the  country  on  this  subject  are  more 
presumption  than  truth,  but  if  it  be  found  that  any  mischief 
results  from  them  we  will  soon  make  other  arrangements  and  proper 
provision.  We  recommend  you  to  God;  may  He  favour  your 
enterprise  and  bring  it  to  a successful  issue.” — 23rd  September. 
W.  A.  van  der  Stel. 

P.S. — Should  you  deem  the  time  appointed  not  the  most 
suitable,  you  are  to  let  us  know.” 

September  30. — Two  sailors  for  desertion  and  vagabondizing 
inland,  sentenced  to  work  six  months  without  pay  on  Robben 
Island  ; and  a slave  to  be  hanged  for  desertion  and  because  whilst 
away,  he  had  with  four  other  runaways,  murdered  two  Hottentots 
and  committed  other  crimes  against  that  nation. 

October  3. — The  Landdrost  Starrenburg  writes  to  the  Governor  : 
“ Respectfully  I wish  to  report  that  as  soon  as  I had  received  your 
instructions,  I sent  Montanus  and  the  men  to  the  ‘Kuilen’  (pools) 
where,  I was  informed  by  Jacob,  the  field  guard,  that  the  men  who 
had  been  sent,  would  wait,  in  consequence  of  the  note  left  by  me  in 
order  that  we  might  arrive  together  in  the  evening  at  Yiesershok, 
and  then,  with  myself,  capture  Jacob  van  Brakel  and  Cornelis 
Nieuwkerk  at  daybreak.  Accordingly  I proceeded  to  Yissershok, 
where,  impatiently,  I expected  the  men. 

About  daybreak  Montanus,  Corporal  Akkerman,  and  three  men 
arrived,  the  rest  having  strayed  away. 

They  reported  that  in  the  commencement  they  had  been 
delayed  by  the  dilatoriness  of  one  of  my  field  guards,  who 
professed  to  be  very  angry,  and  would  not  be  quieted  by  kird  or 
angry  words,  and  dared  openly  to  say,  ‘ I have  the  devil  of  the  whole 
thing,  I won’t  go  with  you  any  further,  but  will  go  to  the  Cape 
or  the  farmers,’  actually  proceeding  along  the  road  towards  the 
Cape.  Montanus  was  consequently  obliged  to  send  men  after 
him,  bring  him  back,  and  tie  him  in  the  stable.  They  then 
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marched  on.  At  Elsje’s  Kraal  another  man  stayed  behind. 
Approaching  the  house  of  Cornelis  Nieuwkerk  they  saw  light,  the 
door  opening  and  someone  coming  out.  This  made  them  march 
somewhat  on  one  side  in  order  not  to  be  discovered.  Shortly 
afterwards  they  saw  someone  creeping  and  bending  down,  passing 
them  and  sitting  down  before  them,  behind  a bush  near  the  road. 
Montanus,  who  had  seen  him  long  ago,  jumped  from  his  horse, 
seized  him  and  found  him  to  be  a Hottentot,  apparently  sent  out 
to  observe  them.  He  was  asked  whose  Hottentot  he  was  and 
what  he  did  there,  hut  whatever  trouble  was  taken  he  could,  not  be 
induced  to  answer ; the  rascal  would  not  utter  a word.  They 
thereupon  decided  to  take  him  with  them  and  bring  him  to  me,  in 
order  to  hear  from  him  for  whom  he  had  stood  sentry  there.  They 
bound  him  with  the  rope  of  one  of  the  horses  round  the  neck,  and 
thus  brought  him  with  them.  But  they  lost  the  road,  and  as  it 
-was  very  dark,  they  strayed. 

This  gave  the  Hottentot  the  opportunity  of  breaking  the  rope, 
(they  say  he  bit  it  to  pieces)  and  of  running  away.  By  this 
straying  they  lost  four  more  men,  and  then  arrived  one  after  the 
other,  tired  and  exhausted,  about  daybreak,  where  I was. 

This  entirely  upset  my  plans.  My  design  had  been  frustrated, 
as  the  people  would  have  been  warned  by  the  Hottentot,  whilst  I 
was  provided  with  men  whom  I could  get  no  further  without 
allowing  them  to  eat  and  rest.  I therefore  resolved  to  hurry  on 
to  Stellenbosch,  and  ordered  the  corporal  when  the  men  had 
rested  a while,  to  take  his  course  past  the  residence  of  Brakel 
towai'ds  the  Clapmuts,  and  remain  there  until  further  orders.  I 
then  went  on.  Arriving  at  the  Tigerbergen  I heard  that 
Cornelis  van  Nieuwkei’ken  had  that  same  night  gone  to  Draken- 
stein. 

Yesterday  afternoon  I heard  through  a field  guard  from  a little 
girl  that  had  been  sent  by  her  parents  to  get  some  wine  at 
Gruilliam  du  Toit,  that  Jacob  van  Brakel  and  Hercules  des  Pres 
were  there.  I ordered  Montanus  at  once  to  ride  towards  the 
Clapmuts  to  see  whether  the  men  were  already  there,  in  order 
to  surround  them  during  the  night,  I with  my  men  from  this 
side,  and  he  with  his  from  the  other.  But  here  again  I was 
betrayed  by  my  own  men.  A villainous  field  guard  whom  I had 
sent  with  Montanus  to  inform  me  whether  the  latter  had  found 
the  men  or  not,  slips  away  from  him  in  the  dark,  rides  straight 
towards  Du  Toit,  and  arrives  home  about  ten  o’clock  as  drunk  as 
a beast.  Here,  again,  the  success  hoped  for  was  not  achieved.  I 
asked  him  after  Montanus.  He  replied : ‘ He  also  has  returned 
because  he  could  not  find  the  men,  and  is  bringing  his  horse  to 
the  stable  ! ’ I believed  him,  and  sat  waiting  for  Montanus  to 
appear  and  report,  but  it  had  lasted  so  long,  and  it  had  already 
become  midnight  without  my  hearing  from  him,  that  I asked  the 
other  men  what  had  become  of  Montanus,  but  no  one  had  seen 
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him,  nor  was  his  horse  in  the  stable ; they,  therefore,  did  not; 
believe  that  he  was  at  home. 

I then  sent  for  the  drunken  fellow  again  and  asked  him  where 
he  had  left  Montanus  the  last  time.  He  replied : ‘ At  Du  Toit, 
there  we  drank  and  I became  drunk.’  Just  think,  sir,  how 
miserable  it  must  be  for  me  to  be  thus  pulled  about  and  annoyed 
by  my  own  men.  Only  the  high  regard  I cherish  for  your  favour, 
and  the  glory  I feel  in  serving  you,  could  persuade  me  to  bear 
this  kind  of  life  for  a long  time. 

Shortly  after  this  the  Corporal  and  two  of  his  men  came  to  tell 
me  that  he  and  his  men  had  come  as  far  as  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Elsevier,  and  that  he  had  left  the  others  there.  He  told  me  that 
Jacob  van  Brakel  had  caught  sight  of  them  too  soon,  for  whilst 
they  were  still  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  he  was  seen  fleeing  over 
the  hill  to  the  farm  of  Mrs.  Munkerus.  They  went  to  the  house 
however,  and  asked  for  a drink  of  water.  The  woman  was  cm’ious 
to  know  what  he  came  to  do  there  with  so  many  armed  men,  and 
he  replied  that  he  had  been  sent  from  the  Cape  to  notify  everywhere 
that  a troop  of  fugitive  black  men  were  wandering  about  the 
country,  and  as  they  had  arms,  that  everyone  should  be  careful 
and  on  his  guard;  and  that  they  were  out  to  capture  them. 
Although  he  told  this  in  an  off-hand  manner,  it  is,  nevertheless,  true 
that  near  the  ‘ Paarel  ’ a troop  of  six  or  seven  boys  are  wandering 
about,  and  have  stolen  and  killed  cattle  of  Bouman  and  others, 
and  on  Brommert’s  farm  stolen  some  things  from  the  house. 

Although  I saw  that  everything  went  against  me,  I deoided  to 
have  a secret  march  made  towards  Du  Toit,  to  see  whether  they 
might  not  have  remained  there,  as  it  rained  very  heavily.  I also 
sent  various  men  by  different  roads  with  a letter  to  Montanus  at 
Clapmuts,  in  which  I informed  him  that  the  men  were  at 
Elsenburgli,  and  not  at  Clapmuts. 

That  he  was  at  once  to  march  on  with  them,  thoroughly  guard 
the  house  and  then  let  me  know.  I also  sent  the  men  who  were 
with  me  here,  to  lie  down  on  the  hill  near  the  house,  among  the 
bushes,  to  spy  whether  they  might  not  catch  anyone  whilst 
endeavouring  to  escape,  but  theyr  observed  nothing. 

At  daylight  they  knocked  at  the  door,  but  for  a long  time  the 
woman  would  not  open  it.  At  last  she  did  so.  Everything  in 
and  outside  of  the  house  was  examined,  also  under  the  pretence  of 
looking  for  slaves,  but  nothing  was  found.  We  therefore  had  a 
fruitless  journeys.  The  two  field  guards  above  mentioned  I have 
put  in  prison  and  will  send  them  to  the  Cape  at  your  pleasure 
with  the  request  that  they  will  be  rewarded  according  to  their 
merits.  The  retreat  of  these  fleeing  traitors  will  to  all  appear- 
ances be  towards  the  24  rivers,  whither  I would  follow  them 
at  once,  were  not  all  my  horses,  men  and  myrself  exhausted  from 
want  of  sleep  and  fatigue ; moreover  I had  convened  a meeting  of 
the  Heemraden  and  Military  Court  for  Monday'  next,  in  order 
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to  regulate,  with  them,  the  repairs  and  improvement  of  the 
roads,  &c.,  and  also  to  let  the  Cashier,  "Van  der  Heiden, 
render  an  account  of  the  Military  treasury.  This  restless  fellow 
vigorously  urges  them  on.  Two  or  three  days  ago  he  dared  to 
say  to  Messrs.  Bek  and  Dirk  Coetzee : 4 Husing  and  the  other 
friends  are,  I am  hold  to  say,  now  lying  ready  in  Texel  to  return.’ 
Obdurate  rascal.  If  he  only  had  been  sent  away  it  would  have 
been  better.  Here  and  elsewhere,  but  especially  at  Hans  Conterman, 
he  is  worshipped  as  a saint.  I do  not  know  how  to  provide  for 
the  men.  I can  get  nothing  for  money,  and  of  my  own  I have 
nothing.  All  my  cattle  is  in  the  land  of  Waveren.  I have  had 
three  goats  killed  for  them,  hut  they  ai’e  nearly  consumed.  I trust 
you  will  be  pleased  to  arrange  a plan  in  this  respect,  and  be  so 
kind  as  to  sign  the  enclosed  authority  for  forage,  that  I may  be 
able  to  get  the  horses  fit  for  service  again. 

With  your  permission  I hope  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  on 
Wednesday,  unless  you  order  the  contrary.  Your  commands 
I will  always  obey  with  the  greatest  respect,  and  with  deep 
reverence  I bend  myself  towards  the  earth  under  your  powerful 
favour,  and  hope  always  to  show  myself  with  the  most  perfect 
cordiality,  the  humblest  of  your  obedient  servants,” 

J.  Starrenburgh.  2nd  October.” 
The  Governor  replied  as  follows: — (4th  October.)  “We  were 
grieved  to  see  from  your  letter  of  the  2nd  inst.  that  the  expedition 
against  the  condemned  and  malicious  agriculturists,  had  through 
certain  accidents  no  effect,  and  did  not  result  as  we  desired.  It 
appears,  however,  that  terror  is  already  beginning  to  spread 
among  them,  as  in  your  opinion  they  must  have  retreated  towards 
the  24  rivers,  where  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  follow  them,  as- 
well  as  to  other  places,  as  in  course  of  time  they  will  of  them 
own  accord  fly  into  the  candle ; so  hitherto  there  has  been  no 
“ periculum  in  mora.”  The  two  field  guards  who  have  not  done 
their  duty  in  this  matter  should  at  the  proper  time  be  punished 
for  it,  therefore  you  should  keep  them  securely  confined  until 
there  is  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  hither. 

If  it  is  not  necessary  you  need  not  come  just  yet,  as  we  would 
like  to  see  that  judicial  and  miluary  matters,  and  whatever  may 
be  further  required  should  be  properly  disposed  of  there,  and  the- 
cashier’s  account  settled. 

Regarding  the  saying  of  the  obdurate  and  mutinous  Van  der 
Heyden,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a satisfactory  sworn 
declaration  from  the  persons  to  whom  he  uttered  it,  as  such  words 
incline  very  much  to  sedition  and  mutiny.  After  that  it  may 
be  further  considered  whether  or  not  it  will  be  necessary  to 
capture  and  again  imprison  him. 

The  corporal  and  the  other  men  sent,  you  may  in  the  meantime 
keep  by  you  in  order  to  have  more  authority  and  assistance.  We 
therefore  send  you  in  care  of  the  field  guard  Jacob  du  Pres  two 
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■wagons  with  provisions  for  the  men.  At  the  proper  time,  when 
required,  more  will  he  sent.  In  the  meanwhile  have  a good  care 
in  everything,  and  keep  a watchful  eye  on  the  malevolent,”  &c. 
W.  A.  v.  d.  Stel,  4th  October. 

October  5. — A slave  executed  for  desertion  and  having  with 
others,  attacked  some  Hottentot  Kraals,  stolen  some  cattle  and 
cut  the  throats  of  two  Hottentots  near  the  Piquetbergen. 

Ootober  8. — The  Governor  writes  to  Landdrost  Starrenburg  as 
follows : — “ In  order  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  burgher 
Companies  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  we  have  appointed  the 
following  persons. 

Stellenbosch.  Matthys  Greef,  jr.,  vice  Corporal  of  Cavalry,  Ary 
van  Wyk,  dismissed.  Claas  Swart  vice  the  late  sergeant  Warner 
van  den  Brink.  Jacob  Hasselaar  vice  Corporal  Jac.  v.  Driel, 
discharged. 

Coenraad  Cloete,  Cornelis  Joosten  of  Dalen,  Matthys  Andries  de 
Beer,  as  corporals ; and  drummer  for  the  infantry,  J acobus  Smit. 

Drakenstein.  Instead  of  the  late  sergeant  Jan  Sehuppingh, 
Jan  Durand.  And  as  sergeants  Schalk  Willemsz  (?  v.  d.  Merwe), 
Joh.  Lourens  of  Rostok,  Pieter  du  Mont,  and  Jan  Roux  de 
Provence.  Charles  le  Longh  to  be  corporal. 

All  to  he  appointed  to  offices  at  once,  8th  October. 

October  14.  —Birthday  of  ex-Governor  Simon  van  der  Stel. 
His  son  and  others  proceed  to  congratulate  him.  At  noon  a few 
light  pieces  are  discharged. 

October  15. — A soldier  committed  suicide  by  hanging  himself 
at  the  foot  of  the  Lion.  Found  by  a shepherd  of  the  Fiscal ; body 
examined  and  buried  in  the  soldiers’  cemetery. 

October  25. — Some  fugitive  slaves  captured  at  the  Paarl- 
Diamant. 

October  30 — Meeting  of  Council.  The  crews  of  the  ships  in  the 
bay  to  have  three  refreshment  days  in  the  week. 

November  1. — A carpenter  arrested  in  one  of  the  points  of  the 
Castle  for  theft ; escapes  during  the  night  by  letting  himself  down 
the  wall  by  a rope,  which  he  had  tied  to  one  of  the  small  guns 
placed  above  the  gate  of  the  Castle. 

November  6. — Arrival  of  two  English  return  ships,  the  “Feather- 
stone”  from  Borneo,  and  the  “Union”  from  Bengal  on  the  1st 
of  January.  The  latter  was  sometime  after  its  departure  caught 
in  a violent  hurricane  which  in  a moment  carried  away  all  her 
masts  and  bowsprit.  Two  days  during  which  the  w'eather  lasted, 
the  vessel  drifted  helplessly  about  at  the  mercy  of  God ; they  then 
rigged  a stump  forward  and  the  mast  of  a boat  behind,  and  after 
much  trouble  and  danger  of  shipwreck,  arrived  on  the  14th  March 
at  Mauritius.  There  she  lay  six  months,  and  during  that  time 
made  three  new  masts  and  a bowsprit  of  red  ebony,  also  all  the 
yards.  The  hull  was  also  repaired  as  much  as  possible  and  she 
left  the  island  again  on  the  10th  September.  She  brought  no 
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letters  for  us  but  reported  that  the  “ Ter  A.a”  had  arrived  there- 
twelve  days  before  her  departure,  that  uot  the  least  appea-ance  or 
effect  of  the  hurricane  had  been  perceived  ou  the  island,  and  that 
as  abundance  of  rain  had  fallen,  the  island  was  again  in  a verdant 
state,  so  that  both  game  and  cattle  were  in  good  condition  and 
were  recovering  their  former  growth. 

November  9. — Rain  much  wanted.  The  country  parched  by 
excessive  heat  and  south-east  winds.  The  crops  suffering  greatly. 

Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  submits  that  as  the- 
Council  of  India  had  ordered  that  the  annual  custom  of  shooting 
at  the  popinjay  should  cease,  and  the  distribution  of  wine 
and  beer  should  no  longer  be  charged  to  the  Company,  and  that 
accordingly  the  annual  fairs  and  the  burgher  parades  at  the  Cape 
and  Stellenbosch  had  fallen  into  disuse,  it  was  expedient  to 
muster  notwithstanding  a few  times  annually,  both  to  practice 
them  in  arms  and  find  out  whether  their  numbers  are  complete 
everywhere,  and  where  the  absent  might  be.  It  was  accordingly 
unanimously  resolved  to  let  the  burghers  exercise  six  times  a year  ~ 
and  as  there  were  six  companies  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  oue- 
Company  at  the  time  in  August,  September,  October,  February, 
March,  and  April,  or  according  to  circumstances  as  often  as  the 
Governor  might  deem  it  necessary  both  at  Stellenbosch  and  at 
the  Cape.  The  absent  to  be  written  down  and  according  to- 
circumstances  corrected. 

November  10. — The  south-east  wind  shakes  and  damages  the 
south-east  gable  of  the  new  hospital.  The  Governor  proceeds- 
thither  personally,  and  gives  the  necessary  orders  to  put  everything 
in  order  again  as  soon  as  possible. 

November  13. — A soldier  sentenced  (for  stealing  beaus)  to  be 
whipped  by  the  Caffres  and  to  serve  as  convict  in  irons  for  two 
years.  After  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  Jan  Pieterszen  of 
Holstein  was  summoned  at  the  request  of  the  Landdrost  by  edictal 
citation.  He  had  been  servant  of  the  convicted  and  condemned 
Lammert  Smit,  and  had  not  only  made  himself  guilty  of  the 
violent  abduction  of  the  burgher  Gerrit  Daveman  on  the  oth-  Sept, 
last  in  the  country,  but  had  been  the  chief  author  and  executer  of 
the  same.  He  was  now  hiding  here  or  elsewhere,  and  on  the  lltlr 
instant  the  Landdrost  reported  his  flight  to  the  Court  of  Justice- 
which  he  begged  to  grant  the  citation,  &c. 

November  16. — The  Court  of  Justice  sentences  a freeman  and  a 
woman  in  a criminal  case  to  banishment  to  Mauritius  for  two  years 
and  fines  each  Rds.  100,  the  half  for  the  Landdrost  and  the  half 
for  the  Court. 

November  17th.  — Meeting  of  Council.  The  ex-Burgher 
Councillor  Teunis  Dirksz.  van  Schalkwyk  states  by  request  his  readi- 
ness to  establish  a brewery  in  Table  Valley,  as  the  present  brewers 
Mrs.  Mensinck  & Son  are  unwilling  to  provide  the  lessee  Cruywagen 
with  a good  and  drinkable  article  at  a fair  rate,  so  that  he  has 
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been  obliged  to  close  his  shop.  He  therefore  begs  that  a small 
piece  of  land  ma}r  be  granted  to  him  in  Table  Valley,  near  water, 
for  a brewery.  He  promises  as  soon  as  bis  brewery  is  erected  to 
provide  the  shops  and  public  with  good  beer. 

It  was  considered  how  obstinate  and  malevolent  the  Widow 
Mensinck  and  her  son  had  shown  themselves  in  refusing  to  supply 
Cruywagen  with  good  beer,  and  that  if  there  were  more  than  one 
brewer,  each  would  do  his  best  to  produce  the  best  article  for  the 
lessee,  and  at  a reasonable  price.  Moreover,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  brewer  Rutgert  Mensinck,  Teunis  Dirksz  van  Schalkwyk  had 
been  brewing  for  some  years  and  understood  how  to  make  Cape 
malt  or  corn  beer.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  grant  nis  request, 
and  give  him  a bit  of  land  below  Table  Mountain,  along  the  river 
where  the  water  pipes  lie,  and  to  grant  the  same  to  him  in  freehold. 

November  22. — Arrival  of  the  “ Amy  ” from  Dassen  Island, 
with  train  oil  and  a letter  from  the  sergeaut  informing  the 
‘Governor  that  one  of  the  garrison  had  died  on  the  island,  that  the 
hunter  had  commenced  to  hunt,  and  they  were  busy  building  the 
station  house,  but  that  some  lime  and  brushes  were  required,  in 
order  to  protect  the  north-west  side  of  the  building  from  the  heavy 
rains,  as  the  clay  there  was  none  of  the  best,  &c.  (Signed) 
Godfried  Douderstadt,  22nd  November. 

November  23. — The  Governor  in  reply  urges  him  to  do  his  best 
to  burn  oil  as  it  was  much  required,  and  sends  him  the  lime  and 
brushes  required. 

November  26. — The  Governor  writes  to  the  ITeemraad  Pieter 
Rousseaux  as  follows  : That  he  had  expected  that  as  soon  as  he 
heard  that  he  had  been  created  Heemraad  and  Infantry  lieutenant 
for  Hrakenstein  on  the  14th  August  last,  he  would  have  at  once 
proceeded  to  the  Castle  like  the  other  officers  to  take  the  oath,  “ but 
in  spite  of  the  persuasions  of  the  Landdrost  and  our  orders  you 
have  not  appeared.  This  looks  like  ridicule,  at  least  we  consider 
it  as  a great  piece  of  disobedience  and  contempt  of  the  authorities. 
The  Landdrost  and  H.  H.  have  complained  to  us  of  your  negligence, 
submitting  that  as  things  are  now,  the  Heemraden  and  military 
councils  remain  incomplete  through  your  absence.  This  should 
not  be  so,  and  the  necessaiy  provision  must  be  made.  You  are 
therefore  ordered  on  receipt  of  this  to  hasten  hither  at  once  in 
order  to  clear  yourself  of  this  negligence  and  non-fulfilment  of 
duty.  Should  you  however  refuse  and  not  appear  within  a few 
days  we  shall  be  obliged  to  convene  the  council  and  lay  the  case 
before  the  same,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  which  are 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  our  authority  and  the  welfare  of 
this  Government.  Be  therefore  warned  for  the  last  time  and 
conduct  yourself  in  this  matter  in  such  a manner  that  we  may 
have  reason  to  remain  your  friend,”  YV.  A.  v.  d.  Stel,  26th  Nov. 

November  28 — Suicide  of  a tailor  who  shot  himself.  No 
reason  apparent  for  his  conduct.  After  inspection  the  body  was 
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•carried  by  four  soldiers  to  the  graveyard  and  “ stowed  under 
ground.” 

November  30  —Second  edietal  citation  issued  against  Jan 
Pietersz  of  Holstein  (See November  13). 

December  9. — The  burgher  Evert  Pieterszen  of  Purmerend  now 
a prisoner  voluntarily  confessed  that  on  the  24th  November,  he  was 
in  the  reed  “ veld  ” to  look  after  the  reeds  cut.by  him ; that  when 
he  returned  in  the  evening  he  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
■“  Wynberg  ” at  the  river  running  there,  where  he  saw  17  sheep 
without  knowing  whose  they  were.  He  drove  them  all  to  his  hut 
and  at  once  killed  and  salted  down  five.  The  sixth  was  tied  up 
likewise  for  slaughter  when  the  herd  of  Adv.  Willem  ten  Damme 
to  whom  thejr  belonged  arrived.  Thereupon  prisoner  drove  away 
the  eleven  others  as  he  could  not  hide  them.  In  order  to  hide  his 
crime  he  shoved  three  skillings  into  the  hands  of  the  herd  that  the 
latter  might  not  inform  against  him.  bat  he  did  so  however,  and 
told  his  master.  Prisoner  was  then  apprehended.  The  court 
-sentenced  him  to  be  brought  to  the  place  of  execution  and  stand 
under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round  his  neck,  afterwards  to  be 
severely  whipped  on  the  bare  back,  and  branded,  and  for  life 
exiled  to  Mauritius  to  find  an  honest  living  there.  In  the  mean- 
time he  shall  serve  as  convict  in  chains  on  Pobben  Island. 

December  12. — Arrival  of  the  “ Concordia”  from  Holland  report- 
ing that  the  “ Hogsted  ” (see  above!  had  been  sunk  in  the  action  with 
the  French,  but  that  the  skipper  and  some  of  the  crew  had  been 
saved.  The  “ Assendelft  ” had  been  captured  and  taken  to 
France. 

December  14. — Meeting  of  the  Court  of  Justice.  A certain 
provisional  corporal,  post  holder  in  the  land  of  Waveren,  con- 
demned because  on  his  own  private  authority  and  without  orders 
of  the  Government,  he  had  given  permission  to  a certain  freeman 
there,  if  the  Hottentots  came  too  near  to  graze  their  cattle,  that 
he  might  freely  fire  among  the  latter.  Consequently  the  freeman 
shot  a bullock.  (N.B.  Particulars  of  the  sentence  not  given.) 

The  3rd  Citation  issued  against  Jan  Pietersz. 

The  following  letter  is  despatched  to  the  Landdrost  and  H.  H. 
That  when  the  changes  were  made  in  the  appointment  of  burgher 
military  officers  by  resolution  of  14th  August  last,  Pieter 
.Rousseaux  was  appointed  lieutenant  for  Drakenstein,  but  as  he 
has  now  by  petition  submitted  that  he  is  not  perfect  in  Dutch, 
and  has  never  been  in  any  military  employ,  and  not  understand- 
ing military  exercises,  he  does  not  consider  himself  fit  for  the 
post  of  commanding  officer  and  therefore  prays  to  be  excused ; 
we  have  consequently  decided  to  release  him  and  to  appoint 
instead  the  burgher  Jan  Durand  resident  in  Drakenstein. 

December  18. — Meeting  of  Council.  New  appointments. 

Abraham  Poulle  to  be  elder  at  the  Cape  vice  W.  Corssenaar, 
Frans  Gruto  and  Jan  v.  Hoorn  to  be  deacons  on  the  part  of  the 
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Company  and  J.  Oberholster  and  J.  Lourensz  on  that  of  the' 
burghers. 

All  in  the  place  of  the  retiring  deacons  A.  Poulle,  J.  H. 
Carnak,  M.  Ley  and  D.  v.  Sevenhoven. 

Wessel  Pretorius  to  be  elder  at  Stellenbosch  vice  J.  Mulder,, 
and  Pieter  Rochefort  and  Jac.  de  Lange  to  be  deacons  rice  W. 
Pretorius  and  A.  Tas. 

At  the  request  of  the  Drakenstein  Church  Council  no  changes- 
are  made  this  year  there. 

Sieur  W.  Corssenaar  appointed  President  of  the  Orphan 
Chamber  vice  Secunde  Elsevier  who  begged  to  be  relieved.  W. 
v.  Putten  to  serve  on  the  Board  for  another  year  on  the  part  of 
the  Company,  and  0.  Heems  and  C.  Botma  to  succeed  A. 
Diemer  and  H.  Donker. 

C.  Botma  to  succeed  H.  Bouman  at  the  Marriage  board. 

The  Petty  Cases  Board  remains  unaltered. 

C.  Botma  and  H.  Donker  to  he  Burgher  Councillors  vice  N.. 
Oortman  and  A.  Bouman. 

December  28. — Meeting  of  Council.  Governor  submits  that  at 
the  end  of  this  year  the  meat  contract  made  with  the  burghers 
Michael  Ley,  Antonie  Abrahamsz,  Jan  Overholster  and  Willem 
Basson,  for  one  year  would  expire.  The  Council  not  having 
received  any  further  orders  on  the  matter  from  the  directors,, 
decide  to  let  the  contract  continue  until  such  orders  arrive  by 
the  first  expected  outward  bound  ships. 

Secunde  Elsevier  draws  attention  to  the  bad  wagon  wood  again 
received  from  Holland,  and  suggests  to  sell  it  at  less  than  f per 
cent,  profit  and  for  cash,  to  save  all  loss  to  the  Company. 
Agreed  to. 

The  “ Roosenburg  ” and  consorts  to  have  three  refreshment 
days  weekly.  Ships’  promotions. 

December  29. — Arrival  of  the  small  English  vessel  which 
called  here  on  the  2nd  September  from  Plymouth  and  left  for 
St.  Helena  on  the  16th  ditto,  viz.,  the  “ Indian  Frigate,” 
commanded  by  Robert  Hill,  who  reported  that  two  of  the 
English  ships  which  left  the  Cape  in  company  of  the  Dutch  Fleet, 
under  Admiral  Jan  de  Wit,  namely  the  “ Queen  ” and  !<  Dover,” 
had  because  of  their  slow  sailing  been  separated  from  the  others 
and  suddenly  surprised  on  the  St.  Helena  road-stead  by  two 
French  ships  commanded  by  Chevalier  d’Esanger,  the  same 
which  had  fought  with  the  “ Hogsted,”  &c.,  near  the  line. 
They  confirm  the  news  that  that  ship  had  been  sunk  and  the 
“ Assendelft  ” taken  to  France. 

December  31. — Every  one  busy  harvesting.  The  crops  this 
season  very  fair.  Everywhere  we  are  living  in  peace  and  quiet 
with  the  Hottentots.  Heaven  be  thanked  for  the  favourable 
state  of  the  country,  and  that  with  this  year  we  may  look  forward, 
to  the  end  of  many  happy  and  blessed  ones. 
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January  1. — New  Year’s  day.  Ordinary  congratulations,  &c. 

January  11. — Jan  Pietersz,  cited  by  edict  for  the  third  time. 
Every  one  forbidden  to  harbour  or  in  any  way  assist  him.  Who- 
ever captures  him  will  receive  ltd s* 25. 

On  the  same  day  the  agriculturist  Abraham  Jacob  was  also 
summoned  by  edict  at  the  request  of  the  Landdrost,  for  having 
killed  with  a stone  the  agriculturist  Jacques  Le  Longs  and  then 
escaped. 

January  24. — Landdrost  and  Commissioners  busy  this  morning 
with  the  hearing  and  examination  of  two  persons,  the  one  a 
freeman,  the  other  a Company’s  servant  loaned  by  the  agriculturist 
Jacob  Louw,  who  have  been  charged  by  some  Hottentots,  that  at 
about  twelve  hours  distance  from  the  Cape,  in  the  country  and  on 
the  farm  of  said  Jacob  Louw,  they  had  six  months  ago  killed  a 
Hottentot  and  secretly  buried  him.  This  is  confirmed  by  a slave 
of  Jacob  Louw  who  had  helped  to  bury  the  body. 

January  25. — Landdrost  and  Commissioners  proceed  to  the 
Paardeberg  to  dig  up  the  body  for  examination  and  conveyance 
to  the  Cape. 

January  28. — The  Landdrost,  &c.,  return  bringing  some  bones 
of  the  dead  Hottentot. 

January  31. — Arrival  of  the  frigate  “ Ter  Aa  ” from  Mauritius. 
It  had  arrived  there  on  the  13th  September  and  proceeded  to 
Madagascar  on  the  10th  November,  arriving  at  Maratanga  on  the 
23rd.  They  laid  there  15  days  and  obtained  a few  slaves  from 
King  Kesoedja.  On  the  8th  December  they  went  to  Port 
Dauphin,  the  fort  of  which  is  altogether  in  ruins,  and  arrived 
there  on  the  9th.  Here,  according  to  the  report  of  the  chief  and 
assistant  commissioner  and  the  ship’s  officers,  various  kings 
ruled  independent  of  each  other ; but  the  successor  of  the  late  king 
Samuel,  named  Dimaressive,  was  the  most  powerful,  who  received 
them  decently  well,  and  from  whom  they  obtained  several  slaves. 
After  a stay  of  three  weeks  they  left  on  the  31st  December,  and 
saw  no  pirates  or  other  ships  or  anything  at  all  suspicious. 
Altogether  they  obtained  70  slaves  who,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
were  all  brought  over  in  good  health.  All  are  young  men. 

According  to  letters  from  Mauritius,  dated  26th  October,  1700, 
things  still  looked  very  bad  there  in  consequence  of  the  long 
and  still  continuing  drought,  so  that  game  is  hardly  any  longer 
found  in  the  forests,  and  both  freemen  and  garrison  are  obliged  to 
live  on  fish,  causing  the  latter  accordingly  to  become  scarce. 

About  11  p.m.  of  the  1st  August  a fire  broke  out  on  the 
Noordwyk  Flats  which  destroyed  all  the  Company’s  buildings, 
barracks,  &c.  A heavy  wind  blew  at  the  time.  I he  fire  was 
without  doubt  caused  by  the  fugitive  slaves  of  the  forest.  On  the 
22nd  October  fifteen  were  punished,  viz.,  four  were  broken  on 
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the  wheel,  but  before  that,  one  of  them  had  his  flesh  pinched  frorii 
his  body  witli  hot  pincers,  six  were  hanged  and  five  others 
scourged  and  branded  on  the  back.  This  had  caused  great  fear 
and  terror  among  the  other  slaves,  and  restored  quiet  to  the 
island.  • 

February  1. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “Bombay”  from 
Portsmouth  on  the  lOtli  October  (old  style)  bound  to  Mocha  and 
Bombay,  It  reports  that  Prince  Eugenius  had  obtained  a great 
victory  over  the  French  who  had  besieged  Turin,  that  the  French 
had  been  routed,  aud  that  important  place  relieved. 

This  afternoon  a sea  lion  swam  on  shore  at  Rogge  Bay ; it 
was  a horrible  sea  monster,  and  by  order  of  the  Governor  it  was 
despatched  with  some  musket  balls  by  some  amateurs. 

Second  edictal  citation  published  against  the  freeman  Abraham 
Jacob. 

February  2. — The  Landdrost  again  busy  examining  the  charge 
against  the  two  persons  suspected  (January  24  and  25)  of  having 
murdered  a Hottentot,  &c. 

February  4. — In  the  afternoon  the  Landdrost  brought  in  two 
prisoners,  agriculturists,  viz  , Jacobus  van  Brakel  and  Hercules 
des  Pres,  who  with  seven  other  mutineers,  because  of  their 
persistent  refusal  to  appear,  and  their  drafting,  writing  and  signing 
of  libels,  and  defamatory  letters,  full  of  treason  and  insult,  falsely 
forged  against  the  authorities  here,  had  on  the  9th  August,  1706, 
been  condemned  by  the  Court  of  Justice  to  be  banished  for  five 
years  to  Mauritius,  They  were  at  once  sent  on  board  the  frigate 

Ter  Aa.” 

The  other  seven  fugitives,  likewise  condemned  as  above,  are 
still  in  hiding;  they  are  Francois  and  Guilliam  du  Toit,  Jan 
and  Claas  Elberts,  Maarten  van  Staaden,  Willem  van  Zyl  aud 
Cornelius  van  Nieuwkerken,  who  will  all  most  certainly  be 
captured  in  course  of  time,  and  as  their  sentences  require,  sent  by 
first  opportunity  to  their  place  of  banishment. 

February  8. — Meeting  of  Council.  Business  affairs.  Articles 
written  off,  &e. 

On  97  bags  of  wheat  there  was  a deficit  of  14  per  cent  allowed 
to  the  dispenser;  hut  the  Governor  thought  that,  that  should  be 
cancelled,  as  when  receiving  grain,  he  never  valued  a bag  at  more 
than  160  and  rye  at  140  lbs.  while  in  reality  the  weiglit  varied 
from  190  to  170  lbs.  The  dispenser  was  called  into  the  meeting 
and  asked  whether  he  was  prepared  to  swear  that  he  has 
neither  directly  nor  indirectly  profited  from  the  above  mentioned 
deficit.  But  lie  replied  that  he  could  not  do  so  with  a clear 
conscience.  The  Governor  therefore  maintained  that  no  allowance 
should  be  made  on  the  grain,  and  that  the  dispenser  could  come 
out  with  the  quantity  as  it  stood,  excepting  the  grain  sent  away. 

Said  dispenser  henceforth  to  send  no  grain  to  the  mill  except 
on  a written  order  from  the  Governor.  Some  damaged  pilot 
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cloth  to  be  used  for  clothing  for  the  slaves  lately  arrived  from 
Madagascar. 

The  old  dilapidated  sheep-shed  at  the  foot  of  the  Lion,  and  the 
dilapidated  dwelling  in  the  district  of  Stellenbosch  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Eerste  River,  and  formerly  occupied  by  tbo  exiles  of 
Macassar  to  be  sold  by  public  auction. 

February  10. — Sentence  passed  by  the  Court  of  Justice  against 
the  fugitive  farmer  Jan  Pietersz,  and  the  third  edictal  oitation 
issued  against  Abraham  Jacob. 

February  11 — Further  investigation  of  the  murder  committed 
at  Doom  Kraal,  the  farm  of  Jacob  Louw  (see  above). 

February  12. — A freeman  examined,  suspected  of  having 
assisted  in  the  murder  of  the  Hottentot.  He  has  been  kept  a 
prisoner,  and  clearly  described  the  whole  affair,  makiug  a full 
confession. 

February  13. — Sunday.  The  Rev.  Petrus  Kalden  at  Stellen- 
bosch to  marry  the  Rev.  Henricus  Bek.  Services  conducted  by 
the  sick  visitor. 

February  15. — Further  examination  into  the  murder  case  by 
the  Landdrost  and  Commissioners. 

February  16. — Calm  warm  weather.  In  the  afternoon  a fire 
broke  out  in  the  Castle  in  the  apothecary’s  shop,  caused  by  the 
still  of  the  apothecary  bursting.  The  latter  had  been  distilling 
some  spirits,  and  having  finished  his  work  had  left.  The  spirits 
escaping  had  set  fire  to  the  room  and  the  smoke  was  seen  through 
the  window.  The  Governor  at  once  sent  for  the  small  fire  engine 
at  his  house,  as  the  large  one  stationed  at  the  Hospital  was  a 
long  time  coming  ; he  himself  stood  upon  a ladder  and  held  the 
hose,  whilst  water  was  carried  on  in  buckets  from  the  fountain 
behind  the  Governor’s  house ; the  fire  Avas  consequently  put  out 
in  time.  It  had  already  reached  the  beams  and  would  have 
caused  great  injury. 

February  17. — The  last  edictal  citation  issued  by  the  Court  of 
Justice  at  the  request  of  the  Landdrost,  against  the  fugitive 
homicide  Abraham  Jacob. 

February  18. — VVine  pressing  proceeding  everywhere.  The 
yield  will,  however,  not  be  near  so  much  as  that  of  last  year. 

February  20. — Arrival  of  the  frigate  “ Peter  and  Paul  ” from 
Texel  on  the  2nd  November.  It  reported  that  the  “ Domburg  ” 
had  been  taken  by  the  French  off  Shetland. 

February  22. — Arrival  of  the  “ Theeboom  ” at  Saldanha  Bay 
notified  to  the  Governor  by  letter.  She  had  many  sick  and 
required  men  to  help  her.  The  Governor  replies  by  letter  the 
next  day,  and  informs  them  what  provision  for  assistance  he  has 
made.  He  wishes  them  to  come  on  to  Table  Bay  as  soon  as 
possible. 

March  1. — Another  letter  from  the  “Theeboom,”  which  had 
received  refreshments,  &c. 
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Meeting  of  Council.  Governor  refers  to  despatch  of  the  Seventeen, 
dated  23rd  July,  1706,  received  by  the  “Peter  and  Paul,”  in 
which  the  Council  is  informed  of  their  intention,  for  various 
reasons,  to  abandon  Mauritius  and  remove  the  garrison  and 
freemen  to  Batavia  or  the  Cape.  The  arrangements  had  been  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  India  Council,  which  was  to  act  according 
to  circumstances.  Decided  to  inform  the  India  Council  of  this 
by  the  “ Peter  and  Paul,”  and  to  await  its  orders.  In  the 
meanwhile,  the  yaoht  “ Ter  Aa  ” would  he  sent  to  Mauritius  to 
communicate  this  resolution  there. 

The  books,  muster  rolls,  &c.,  of  the  island,  closed  on  August  31st 
last,  to  be  sent  to  Batavia,  for  the  information  of  the  board  there. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  mentioned  despatch  of  the  23rd 
July,  1706,  in  which  the  directors  had  ordered  that  the  placcaat 
issued  by  the  Council  on  the  29th  August,  1704,  should  be 
cancelled,  in  which  the  laying  down  of  trap-guns  with  lines  had 
been  forbidden  under  certain  fixed  pains  and  fines,  it  was 
decided  to  inform  all  the  inhabitants  by  notice,  that  the  said 
placcaat  has  been  revoked  in  its  entirety  and  cancelled,  so  that 
henceforth  it  will  be  free  for  every  one  of  the  people  of  this 
country  to  lay  down  trap-guns  on  their  lands,  and  to  use  them 
wherever  they  think  fit  to  do  so,  whether  against  game  or  any 
other  wild  animals  ; on  condition,  however,  that  every  one  shall  be 
bound  to  notify  its  presence  at  the  spot  where  he  deems  fit  to 
lay  the  trap- gun,  by  binding  some  mark  of  hay,  straw,  or 
something  else  to  a pole,  that  thus  everyone  may  beware  of 
inconvenience  and  injury  to  himself,  on  pain  that  the  offender 
shall  for  every  offence  ho  mulcted  in  a penalty  of  f25,  to  be 
divided  as  usual. 

By  the  blessing  of  God,  the  wheat  and  rye  crops  are  abundant, 
especially  the  rye,  and  as  the  latter  cannot  very  easily  find  a 
market,  because  Batavia  and  Ceylon  seldom  require  any,  whilst 
wheat  is  always  saleable  at  Batavia,  it  was  decided  to  feed  the 
garrison  partly  on  rye  and  partly  on  wheat,  and  to  feed  the  slaves 
entirely  on  rye  bread,  that  the  rye  may  be  used  up,  and  not  remain 
on  our  hands. 

The  Landdrost  Starrenburgh  sends  the  following  memorial  to 
the  Council : “ That  he  has  the  honour  of  holding  the  office  of 

Landdrost,  and  as  such  swore  to  lay  before  the  Government  full 
particulars  of  all  irregularities  and  acts  of  violence  which  might 
come  to  his  notice ; that  according  to  oath  and  duty,  and  in  order 
to  satisfy  his  conscience,  he  finds  himself  obliged  to  report  to  you, 
as  representing  the  highest  authority  here,  the  unbridled  license 
and  mutinous  conduct  of  some  seditious  malefactors,  and  to  do  so 
with  deep  reverence  and  in  the  most  earnest  manner. 

They  are  (God  better  the  same)  exceeding  all  bounds  and  have 
proceeded  to  that  extreme  of  fearlessness,  that  some  do  not  hesitate 
in  the  country  to  compel  people  to  sign  papers  and  documents 
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containing  all  kinds  of  vile  language  which  their  turbulent  brain  is 
capable  of  producing,  in  order  to  diminish  the  respect  and  reverence 
due  to  their  rulers,  and  that  by  means  of  a barbarous  system 
of  violence,  compelling  the  people  to  sign,  not  only  by  threats,  but 
by  even  forcibly  holding  their  hands  fast  and  guiding  the  pen  in 
that  way,  whilst  another  stands  prepared  with  a cutlass  to  strike 
him  (“  dat  hem  de  donder  slaat  ”). 

Are  such  proceedings  to  be  tolerated  in  any  township  or 
Government  P Is  it  not  at  least  necessary  that  such  crimes  should 
be  severely  punished,  and  their  authors,  as  pests  of  society  and  the 
general  peace,  uprooted  ? For  how  will  any  Government  ever  be 
able  to  exist  here  if  the  fear  and  respect  for  the  rulers  are  trodden 
under  foot ! It  is  a proverb  among  the  Hebrews,  “ Were  there 
no  public  power,  the  one  would  swallow  the  other  alive, ” and 
Chrysostomus  says,  “ If  there  were  no  rulers  in  a country,  the 
people  would  live  worse  than  wild  beasts,  not  only  biting,  but 
devouring  each  other,”  and  in  another  place,  “ Take  away  the 
benches  of  justice,  and  you  will  at  the  same  time,  take  away  all 
sense  of  security  from  life.” 

Add  to  this  the  contents  of  the  annexed  declarations,  which  will 
show  that  all  respect  and  fear  have  departed.  A certain  Albert 
Gerritsz  of  Eemnes,  did  not  hesitate  on  the  21st  inst.,  to  ride  on 
horseback  at  night  through  the  streets  of  Stellenbosch,  and  to  call 
out  “ Victory,  Victory,”  thereby  causing  great  commotion  among 
the  residents. 

The  following  day,  Guilliam  du  Toit,  one  of  the  nine  banished 
mutineers,  passed  the  dcor  of  the  secretary,  and  called  out  to  him, 
“ If  you  now  wish  to  have  some  Fatherland  line  to  make  halters, 
with  which  to  hang  yourself,  I have  one  ready  at  my  house.”  As 
if  the  time  had  come  in  which  license  had  obtained  its  lustre  and 
glory  ! He  was  evidently  prepared,  personally,  to  undertake  the 
office  of  executioner  from  what  he  added,  “ I have  a Fatherlaud 
line  at  home  for  you  in  order  to  hang  you.” 

Upon  this,  another  fellow,  Roelof  Jonasz,  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  the  secretary,  whom  he  asked  for  a certain  account,  that 
he  might  inspect  it.  The  secretary  having  brought  it,  he  pulled 
it  out  of  his  hands,  saying,  “I  wish  to  keep  it,”  and  with  it  he 
went  outside  the  door.  The  secretary,  surprised  at  such  violence, 
followed  him  into  the  street  in  order  to  find  some  people  to  assist 
him,  and  serve  as  witnesses.  He  saw  Heemraad  Bokkolberg 
sitting  before  his  door  and  asked  him  to  assist  him,  but  was 
answered  by  a certain  Ary  van  Wyk  sitting  there,  “ What  do  you 
want  with  it,  it  is  now  time  for  us  to  save  the  papers ; if  the 
Governor  had  governed  well  and  done  justice,  it  would  not  have 
been  necessary  for  him  to  leave  the  fort ! ” He  further  said  to  one 
of  my  field  guards,  “ You  will  catch  no  farmers  now  any  longer.” 
By  this  act  evil  has  produced  such  a power  and  influence  on  the 
minds  of  many  in  the  country,  that  matters  are  in  a dangerous 
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state,  and  only  a leader  or  a second  Masaniello  is  required  in  order 
to  bring  about  an  open  rupture. 

1 trust  that  this  will  be  taken  by  you  into  your  earnest 
consideration,  and  that  in  time  salutary  measures  may  be  taken 
against  it,  so  that  the  evil  may  be  cheeked  in  good  time  and 
the  public  peace  preserved. 

And  as  they  threaten  my  person  daily  with  many  libellous 
utterances,  I cannot  refrain  from  giving  notice  of  it  in  time,  that 
I may  not  be  compelled  according  to  the  law  of  nature,  to  protect 
my  person.  On  this  subject,  Cicero  says,  “ Whereas  there  are  two 
ways  of  doing  battle,  the  one  by  argument,  and  the  other  by 
violence,  one  is  to  take  refuge  in  the  last  when  the  first  can  no 
longer  be  employed.”  Cassius  writes  as  follows,  “ That  violence 
may  be  suppressed  with  violence,  for  this  law  is  obtained  from 
nature.”  And,  finally,  Grotius  expresses  himself  thus,  “ That 
war  is  to  be  made  on  those  who  cannot  be  controlled  by  law.” 

According  to  these  arguments,  I think  it  fair  towards  myself,  in 
order  to  protect  my  character,  to  employ  the  means  which  nature 
and  lawful  authority  have  placed  at  my  disposal,  but  beforehand 
will  await  on  these  points  the  resolution  of  the  Hon.  Governor 
and  Council.”  (Signed)  J.  Starrenburgh. 

After  this  letter  had  been  read,  the  Governor  left  the  meeting, 
leaving  it  to  decide  the  matter.  After  ripe  deliberation  it  was 
unanimously  decided  to  order  and  authorise  the  Landdrost  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  of  what  he  alleged  in 
his  memorial,  which  mentions  very  malevolent,  seditious  and 
enormous  crimes,  which  for  the  well-being  of  this  Government 
and  the  public  peace  should  necessarily  be  checked  and  suppressed ; 
and  to  hear  and  examine  on  the  documents  already  obtained  by 
him,  the  offenders  mentioned  in  them,  or  such  as  he  has  in 
detention ; also  to  try  and  have  captured  the  rest  of  the  mutineers 
and  ringleaders  who  have  not  yet  been  taken,  according  to  the 
powers  vested  in  him  by  resolution  of  the  14th  August  last  year, 
by  which  a sufficient  number  of  men,  field  guards  and  Caffres  has 
been  allowed  him,  and  to  proceed  against  them  according  to  law, 
that  fear  may  be  spread  among  such  mutinous  people  and 
disturbers  of  the  general  peace,  and  others  exhorted  to  do  their 
duty,  and  be  obedient  and  have  respect  for  the  law.  (Signed  by) 
W.  A.  v.  d.  Stel,  S.  Elsevier,  O.  Berg,  Adriaan  van  Reede, 
W.  Corssenaar,  Jacobus  Cruse,  W.  v.  Putten,  W.  Helot, 
Councillor  and  Secretary. 

March  2. — A sailor  examined  for  having  wounded  a comrade 
on  board  the  “ Peter  and  Paul.”  He  confessed  the  deed. 

March  3. — The  French  agriculturist  of  Drakenstein,  further 
examined  (see  above)  for  having  killed  a female  Hottentot,  and 
dangerously  wounded  another.  lie  made  a clean  confession, 
and  stated  that  he  had  done  it  to  defend  himself  and  his  life,  and 
to  secure  the  peaoe  and  security  of  his  house. 
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March  4. — The  Landdrost  brings  the  agriculturist,  Guilliam  du 
Toit,  to  the  Cape — one  of  the  nine  mutineers,  lie  is  kept  under 
arrest  within  the  Castle,  and  will  be  sent  on  board  the  “ Ter  Aa,” 
where  his  comrades  are  (see  4th  February). 

The  Governor  writes  a letter  to  the  “ Theeboom  ” at  Saldanha 
Bay,  and  urges  the  meu  to  try  for  the  Cape  as  soon  as  possible. 

March  8. — The  Landdrost  brings  to  the  Cape  two  unmarried 
agriculturists,  apprehended  for  violence  and  wantonness  committed 
in  the  corn  mill  of  Stellenbosch,  also  for  opposition  against  his 
person. 

March  9. — The  Governor  receives  a letter  from  the  “ Theeboom,” 
referring  to  the  sick,  &c.,  and  the  unfavourable  wind  hitherto. 
A foretopmast  and  more  refreshments  wanted. 

March  11. — Governor  replies  to  the  “Theeboom,”  sends 
refreshments,  &c.,  also  the  mast,  but  no  carpenters,  as  there  were 
none  to  spare  at  the  Cape. 

The  Governor  receives  the  following  letter  from  the  Rev.  Bek, 
in  name  of  the  Church  Council  of  Stellenbosch,  as  follows : “ The 

members  of  the  Church  Council  present  have  submitted  how, 
notwithstanding  your  Honour’s  approbation  and  appointment  of 
the  members  of  the  Church  Council,  the  Landdrost  has  stopped 
the  publication  in  the  Church,  and  given  his  reacons  in  writing ; 
but  as  we  were  not  enough  to  form  a quorum,  and  consider  his 
reasons,  we  most  humbly  requested  him  that  he  might  be  pleased 
to  allow  the  nearest  Church  officers  to  take  session  at  our  Board, 
(according  to  the  Church  ordinance  of  1619  § 79)  in  order  to 
consult  with  us  on  the  matter,  and  that  for  that  purpose  a deed 
of  authorisation  might  be  granted  to  us. 

And  as  the  Landdrost  was  pleased  to  allow  it,  and  we  therefore 
expected  the  deed,  the  minister  had  in  the  meanwhile,  because  the 
members  lived  so  far  away,  called  them  together;  but  as  the  said 
deed  is  still  forthcoming  we  herewith,  with  all  submission,  request 
your  Honour  kindly  to  grant  us  an  order  by  which  the 
neighbouring  Church  officers  may  be  ordered  and  authorised 
to  combine  with  us  in  order  carefully  to  consider  the  objections  of 
the  Landdrost  and  answer  the  same  in  writing,  that  the  Church 
may  not  remain  destitute  of  overseers  and  fall  unto  further  decay.” 
Hone,  &c.,  at  Stellenbosch,  8th  March,  1707.  (Signed  by)  H.  Bek, 
in  the  name  of  the  Church  Council.” 

March  12. — The  Governor  replied  as  follows : “ That  their 
request  is  granted  by  himself  and  Council,  and  that  he  authorises 
the  Church  Council  of  Drakenstein,  should  it  be  pleased  to  do  so, 
to  combine  with  that  of  Stellenbosch,  in  order  to  examine  the 
written  objections  of  the  Landdrost.”  (Signed  by)  W.  Helot, 
Secretary. 

March  13. — Letter  received  from  the  “Theeboom”  at  Saldanha 
Bay.  It  had  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  leave. 

March  15.— A sailor  for  stabbing  his  commanding  officer  on 
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board  the  “ Peter  and  Paul,”  sentenced  to  be  scourged  and  to 
serve  in  irons  for  three  years ; and  a soldier  for  having  drawn  his 
sword  on  the  point  “ Leerdam,”  to  serve  as  convict  for  six  months, 
but  not  in  irons. 

Final  sentence  against  the  fugitive  homicide,  Abraham  Jacob. 
He  is  banished  for  ever  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government, 
and  if  ever  caught  is  to  be  shot. 

The  “ Postlooper  ” takes  convicts  to  Robben  Island,  brought 
hither  from  Ceylon. 

The  Governor,  in  a letter  to  those  of  the  “ Theeboom  ” in 
Saldanha  Bay,  regrets  that  they  were  disappointed  in  their 
attempt  to  leave,  &c. ; had  sent  refreshments,  &c. 

March  18. — The  Court  of  Justice  decides  in  a case  prosecuted 
by  the  Landdrost,  that  a certain  person  guilty  of  killing  a 
Hottentot,  shall  be  brought  “ ad  actum  proximum  ” and 
threatened  with  the  torture,  as  he  continues  obdurately  to  deny 
certain  things. 

March  19. — Tim  above-mentioned  person  brought  into  the 
torture  room  “ ad  actum  proximum,”  in  the  presence  of  almost  all 
the  members  of  the  Court,  and  threatened  with  torture,  but  he 
could  not  be  brought  to  confess  the  principal  part  of  his  crime. 

March  22. — The  accused  having  persisted  in  denying  that  he 
had  trodden  with  his  foot  on  the  chest  of  the  Plottentot,  is  con- 
demned to  the  fall  torture,  and  the  three  unmarried  men  who  had 
committed  the  offences  at  the  Stellenbosch  Mill,  were  condemned 
to  be  thrashed  by  the  soldiers  before  the  gate  of  the  fort,  and  to 
pay  each  lids.  12  for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff. 

March  23. — The  accused  brought  to  the  torture  in  the  presence 
of  the  full  Court  of  Justice.  A 50  pound  weight  was  suspended 
from  each  of  his  great  toes,  but  though  he  confessed  a little,  he 
confessed  nothing  of  what  was  required. 

March  28. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “ Ter  Aa  ” to  be  inspected 
and  repaired. 

March  29. — Court  of  Justice  sat.  No  particulars  given. 

March  31. — A Frenchman,  an  agriculturist  at  Drakenstein,  for 
having  shot  two  Hottentot  women,  is  condemned  to  be  sent  away 
from  the  Cape  for  25  years,  and  to  remain  banished  from  this 
territory.  The  half  of  his  property  to  be  confiscated  for  the 
use  of  the  Landdrost,  &c.  (For  further  paxticulars,  refer  to 
sentence). 

April  1. — Two  slave  shepherds  examined  for  having  killed  a 
fugitive  slave  in  the  veld. 

April  8. — The  prisoner  appeared  before  mostly  all  the  members 
of  the  Court  in  the  torture  room  as  accomplice  in  the  murder  of  a 
Hottentot,  and  free  from  pain  and  bonds,  he  confessed.  Within  a 
few  days  sentence  will  be  passed  on  him  and  his  accomplice. 

April  11. — The  Landdrost  and  Commissioners  busy  this  day 
hearing  the  confession  of  the  two  delinquents  who  had  beaten  a 
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Hottentot  to  death  with  a sjambok  (bullepees).  They  adhered  to 
their  confession  of  having  done  it. 

April  15. — The  farewell  dinner  to  the  fleet  takes  place  this 
evening  at  the  Governor’s  house. 

April  16. — A westerly  wind  and  a cloudy  sky.  Arrival  of  the 
“ Cattendyk  ” this  morning.  When  the  skipper  had  brought  his 
despatches  on  shore,  and  the  same  had  been  read,  it  was  understood 
that  it  had  pleased  their  Honours  the  Lords  Seventeen,  to  make  a 
great  change  in  the  Government  here.  The  Hon.  Council  was 
accordingly  convened  for  to-morrow.  The  “Cattendyk”  had  left  the 
Texel  on  the  25th  December  last  and  arrived  with  a healthy  crew. 

April  17. — Sundaj\  Meeting  of  Council.  By  virtue  of  the 
orders  of  the  Directors,  dated  the  30th  of  October,  1706,  arrived 
by  the  “Cattendyk,”  it  was  decided  to  release  from  detention  all 
the  prisoners  who  in  consequence  of  the  conspiracy  which  had 
been  discovered  &c.,  had  been  kept  in  confinement  within  the 
Castle  and  on  the  yacht  “ Ter  Aa,”  and  to  let  them  go. 

The  Hon.  Directors  had  also  found  proper  to  dismiss  from  office 
the  Hon.  Councillor  Extraordinary  and  Governor  Willem  Adriaan 
van  der  Stel,  the  Secunde  Sieur  Samuel  Elsevier,  the  Rev.  Minister 
Petrus  Kalden  and  the  Landdrost  Johannes  Starreuburgh,  and  to 
recall  them  home,  and  further  to  appoint  as  Governor  the  Hon. 
Louis  van  Assenhurgh,  and  as  Secunde,  the  Hon.  Joan  Cornelia 
d’Ableing  with  orders  that,  on  receipt  of  the  despatch,  the  recalled 
officials  were  to  lay  down  all  authority,  government  and  adminis- 
tration of  affairs,  provided  that  beforehand  they  properly  transferred 
all  the  Company’s  effects  and  goods,  as  far  as  the  functions  of  each 
one  extended,  into  the  hands  of  their  successors  who  were  soon 
to  leave  the  Fatherland,  in  order  to  take  up  their  appointments. 
N.B. — For  the  rest  of  this,  see  despatch  of  30th  October,  1706). 

Landdrost  Starrenburgli  being  prepared  to  leave  by  the  present 
fleet,  as  he  was  quite  ready  to  go,  a passage  was  granted  him  on 
the  Popkensburg.” 

The  Hon.  Governor  and  Secunde  will  be  obliged  to  wait  here 
another  year,  as  the  fleet  is  ready  to  leave,  and  the  orders  only 
arrived  after  the  signing  and  closing  of  the  general  despatch,  and 
it  will  be  impossible  to  prepare  for  departure  during  the  short  time 
which  the  fleet  will  still  remain  here. 

The  widow  of  the  late  artillery  Major,  Christoffel  Y/ild,  being  in 
poor  circumstances  and  lame,  is  allowed  to  take  a female  slave 
home  with  her  free  of  expense.  (As  she  is  a helpless  widow). 

The  burgher  W.  Haak  allowed  to  return  to  Batavia. 

Church  service  held  as  usual  by  the  Rev.  Calden. 

April  21. — A good  deal  of  rain  this  day  for  ploughing.  South- 
east wind  in  the  afternoon,  so  that  no  communication  could  be  held 
with  the  “ Bon  ” and  “ Schell enbergh  ” which  are  likewise  to 
leave  with  the  fleet  under  the  Hon.  Commander  Meindert  de 
Boer,  which  is  ready  to  leave. 
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April  24. — Sunday.  This  being  Easter  Sunday,  the  service 
was  conducted  in  the  morning  by  the  sick  visitor  and  in  the  after- 
noon by  the  Rev.  Engelbertus  Franciscus  le  Boucq,  who  also 
preached  the  following  day. 

April  29. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet.  Fourteen  ships 
taking  into  their  company  three  English  Indiamen. 

May  1.—  Sunday.  Services  held  by  the  Rev.  Henricus  Bek. 

May  2. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  four  licensed  butchers  M. 
Ley,  A.  Abrahamsz,  H.  Oberholster,  and  W.  Busson,  submit  that 
for  some  time  now,  the  farmers  have  refused  to  sell  them  an}' 
cattle  and  would  not  give  them  wethers  for  less  than  f8  each ; 
that  because  of  the  severe  drought  the  cattle  are  very  lean,  and 
having  none  of  their  own,  they  will  be  unable  to  supply  the 
Couqiany  any  longer ; and  that  if  they  continued  they  would  be 
ruined.  They  therefore  wished  to  be  excused  from  supplying 
any  longer  after  the  4th  inst , when  they  shall  have  slaughtered 
all  their  sheep. 

Decided  to  grant  their  request  as  their  contract  time  expired  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year ; and  to  make  other  provision,  by  notify- 
ing to  the  public  that  if  any  one  alone,  or  others  together  wished 
to  contract  for  the  supply  from  the  11th  May  to  31st  December 
next,  when  II.  Husing  will  again  take  the  contract,  at  1 f stivers  or 
14  doits  heavy  money  per  lb  , they  were  to  report  themselves  before 
the  10th  at  the  Castle. 

Free  slaughtering  likewise  allowed  to  every  one.  The  boat 
given  some  time  ago  to  the  Saldanha  sailer  Johannes  Pheiffer,  is  to 
be  sold  to  him  at  4 per  cent,  profit,  in  consideration  of  the  fishing 
which  he  will  conduct  with  it  to  the  great  convenience  of  the 
public. 

The  old  house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eerste  River,  &c.  (see 
8th  February)  to  be  sold  by  auction  on  the  9th  instant  within 
the  Castle. 

It  was  further  resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Secunde  shall 
transfer  the  Government  and  administration  on  the  loth  inst.  to 
the  Fiscal  and  the  Council  of  Policy,  in  case  the  new  Secunde, 
Mr.  Johan  Coruelis  d’Ableing  who  is  understood  to  be  on  the 
voyage  hither  does  not  arrive  before  that  time. 

May  3. — This  day  the  notice  regarding  the  meat  contract 
was  published  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  2nd 
(yesterday) . 

May  6. — Arrival  of  the  “ Barueveld  ” from  Texet  on  the  25th 
December  last,  having  on  board  the  new  Secunde,  Mr.  J.  C. 
d’Ableing,  who  is  to  take  Mr.  Elsevier’s  place.  The  Governor 
sent  a boat  and  two  Commissioners  from  the  Council  on  board  to 
escort  him  on  shore.  lie  landed  with  his  family  under  a salute 
from  the  ships  and  the  castle  after  dark,  and  was  on  the  jett}T 
welcomed  and  congratulated  by  the  Governor,  the  Governor’s 
family,  and  the  members  of  t lie  Council  of  Policy  and  Justice. 
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Thence  he  was  conducted  within  the  castle  to  the  Governor’s 
house. 

May  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  Mr.  d’Ableing  having  arrived, 
the  resolution  of  the  2nd  cannot  take  effect,  and  therefore  it  was 
decided,  in  order  to  further  the  work  as  much  as  possible,  and 
obey  orders,  to  appoint  commissioners  at  once,  in  order  to  take 
stock  of  all  the  Company’s  effects  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  after 
that,  transfer  everything  to  Mr.  d’Ableing. 

The  burghers  Olaas  Hendriksz.  Diepenauw  and  Jan  Cotsee 
offer  themselves  for  the  meat  contract,  and  it  was  decided  to 
give  the  whole  to  Diepenauw,  who  is  rich  in  cattle  and  there- 
fore able  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  whilst  Cotsee  is  found  quite 
unable  to  do  so,  and  cannot  render  any  surety  for  himself. 
Diepenauw  is  therefore  to  commence  to-morrow,  the  11th. 
Contract  to  last  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  contractor  to  have 
the  right  of  slaughtering  for  everybody,  and  to  take  care  that 
the  Company  is  never  left  unsupplied  with  good  and  serviceable 
meat. 

May  13. — The  commissioners  busy  taking  stock  of  the 
merchandise,  artillery,  ammunition,  ships’  articles,  and  provisions, 
for  conveyance  to  the  new  Administrator,  to  whom  the  Governor 
will  also  surrender  the  Government. 

May  14. — Governor  receives  following  letter  from  Acting  Land- 
drost  Samuel  Martini  de  Meurs  : “ According  to  oath  and  duty 
I am  bound  to  acquaint  you,  with  all  loyalty  and  respect,  with  the 
miserable  condition  of  this  Colony  (Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein), 
together  with  the  falseness,  deceit,  and  detestable  conduct  of  some 
of  the  inhabitants  who  do  not  hesitate  to  vomit  forth  every  kind 
of  libel  and  blame  against  the  various  boards;  yea!  even  against 
the  Government  itself,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  your 
consideration  at  your  next  meeting.  In  the  meantime  all 
diligence  will  be  displayed  in  apprehending  the  offenders,  and  I 
doubt  not  that  the  All -wise  and  Just  One  shall  not  leave  such 
wickedness  concealed. 

Notices  of  the  Colony’s  leases  for  31st  May  have  been  affixed. 

I have  apprehended  and  sent  to  the  Fiscal  two  Company’s  slaves 
who  have  stolen  and  killed  two  sheep  belonging  to  the  agriculturist 
Pieter  Jordan  resident  in  French  Hoek 

What  further  happens  I will  report,  and  I trust  to  your 
protection.  I therefore  beg  that  the  horses  used  up  by  the 
Landdrost  and  unfit  for  work,  may  be  replaced  by  others  from 
the  Groenekloof  or  elsewhere,  that  I may  be  able  to  serve  you  and 
the  Company.”  . . . 

May  19. — The  “Postlooper”  brings  certain  time-expired 
convicts  from  Robben  Island,  who  are  to  return  to  India. 

Arrival  of  the  English  warship  “ Norway.”  Departed  with  three 
others  from  the  Downs  to  St.  Helena  in  order  to  convoy  the 
English  return  ships. 


124 


May  31. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  servants  of  tire  various 
departments  submit  extracts  of  the  surplusses  and  deficits  in  their 
departments,  in  order  to  be  able  to  rectify  all  errors,  that  the 
Government  may  be  soon  transferred. 

Tire  galiot  “ Hamer  ” to  be  examined  and  if  necessary  to  be 
sent  for  repairs  to  Saldanha  Bay. 

June  2. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Commissioners  having 
finished  their  work,  it  was  decided  to  let  the  transfer  of  the 
Government  take  place  to-morrow  to  Mr.  d’ A hieing,  as  provisional 
successor  to  the  Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel.  The  garrison 
to  appear  under  arms  before  the  balcony  of  the  Castle,  and  the 
keys  of  the  fortress  to  be  surrendered  to  him  by  the  retiring 
Governor. 

The  boat  sold  to  J.  Pheiffer  now  being  put  together,  is  found 
to  be  too  narrow  and  unsafe  to  voyage  between  tli6  Cape  and 
Saldanha  Bay,  and  at  Pheiffer’s  suggestion  it  was  decided  to  allow 
his  fish  to  be  brought  to  the  Cape  by  means  of  the  Companj^s 
galiots,  when  they  have  room,  which  is  generally  the  case, 
without  payment  of  freight,  because  of  the  uuserviceableness  of 
Bis  boat,  and  the  loss  sustained  by  him  accordingly.  The 
Company  always  to  have  the  preference  and  right  to  take  what 
fish  is  required. 

The  skipper  of  the  “ Ter  Aa,”  Coruelis  Zeeman,  having  been 
ordered  by  the  council  on  the  27th  July  last,  to  pay  for  4,260  lbs. 
rice  found  short  in  the  cargo  of  that  vessel,  after  deducting  5 per 
cent,  for  ordinary  waste,  it  was  found  by  comparing  our  weights 
with  those  of  Mauritius,  that  the  latter  (see  Mauritius  despatch 
26th  October,  1706),  were  3|  per  cent,  heavier  than  those  of  the 
Cape,  The  Council  accordingly  decided  to  return  the  amount 
paid  by  Zeeman. 

June  3. — Mr.  D’Ableing  presented  to  the  public,  and  inducted 
as  Administrator  and  acting  Governor  by  Governor  W.  A.  van 
der  Stel.  The  military  were  under  arms  in  the  Castle,  and  after 
tire  ceremony,  some  guns  were  fired  from  the  battlements. 

June  8. — Meeting  of  the  Council.  The  Rev.  Engelbertus 
Franciscus  le  Boucq  having  presented  several  requests  in  a 
memorial,  it  was  decided  at  the  first  opportunity  to  select  a suitable 
site  for  a church  at  Drakenstein,  as  the  services  are  at  present 
conducted  in  a shed  (hok),  and  also  one  for  a manse  for  the  minister, 
as  well  as  a house  for  the  sick  comforter.  Aftei  that  to  form  an 
estimate  of  the  cost,  and  then  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
directors  for  their  decision.  Regarding  his  second  request,  the 
appointment  of  a Dutch  catechist  at  Drakenstein, — there  being  no 
such  person  there  now,  in  order  to  conduct  the  services  there 
provisionally — as  he  himself  says  in  it  that  he  is  not  inclined  to 
proceed  to  that  congregation  with  his  family  before  the  church 
and  manse  have  been  completed,  and  a Dutch  sick  visitor  has  his 
house  near  that  of  the  minister— ft  was  decided  to  appoint  to  the 
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office  Hermanus  Bosnian,  now  on  board  the  “ Overryp  ” in  Table 
Bay,  at  his  own  request,  and  to  station  him  at  Drakenstein.  The 
rest  the  Council  leaves  to  the  minister’s  own  risk  and  responsi- 
bility. Rev.  le  Boucq  was  at  his  request  also  allowed  such 
salary  and  emoluments  as  were  enjoyed  by  the  Rev.  Petrus 
Kalden,  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  the  Cape  until  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Kalden’s  successor,  or  until  he  ceases  to  preach  at  the 
Castle. 

The  liev.  Kalden  to  be  written  to  with  the  request  to  hand 
over  his  minutes  and  other  papers  connected  with  them  to  the 
liev.  le  Boucq  in  presence  of  the  Church  Council  and  the  junior 
merchant  and  dispenser  W.  Corssenaar  as  political  commissioner. 
At  the  meeting  Le  Boucq  is  to  preside. 

The  rest  of  the  petition  to  stand  over. 

As  the  sick  in  hospital  are  in  the  habit  of  absenting  themselves 
during  the  night  through  the  windows,  and  so  cause  great 
irregularity,  and  may  cause  much  mischief  likewise,  it  was  decided 
to  put  bars  before  the  windows,  and  place  tubs  in  the  wards  in 
order  to  enable  the  sick  to  ease  themselves  during  the  night. 

The  “ Ter  Aa  ” to  be  sent  to  Mauritius  as  soon  as  possible  in 
order  to  acquaint  the  officers  there  with  the  decision  of  the 
directors.  (Signed  by)  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  Joan  Blesius,  O.  Berg, 
W.  Corssenaar,  J.  Cruse,  W.  van  Putten.  W.  Helot,  councillor 
and  secretary. 

June  14. — Meeting  of  Con  licit.  The  Administrator  refers  to  the 
orders  contained  in  the  Directors’ despatch  of  30th  October,  If 06. 
In  the  case  of  Frans  van  der  Stel  the  council  decides  to  ask 
him  as  soon  as  possible,  at  what  time  and  how  he  intends  to  leave 
this  Government. 

Regarding  Governor  Willem  van  der  Stel's  farm  in  Hot- 
tentots Holland,  it  was  decided  to  send  him  by  the  hands  of  two 
commissioners,  extract  from  the  despatch  of  30th  October,  1706, 
in  order  to  hear  from  him  when  he  intends  to  carry  out  the 
orders  therein  mentioned ; and  further  to  see  what  his  views  were 
regarding  the  sale  of  the  buildings  to  the  Company,  excepting 
the  large  dwelling-house  (Signed  as  above). 

Further  proceedings  on  the  same  day. 

Regarding  the  sheep  which  the  ex-Governor  had  taken  over 
(laten  afhalen)  from  some  freemen,  it  was  decided  to  inform  him 
that  he  must  pay  f4  for  every  sheep  should  the  owner  appear 
to  claim  it. 

As  commissioners  for  the  above  purpose  were  appointed  W. 
Corssenaar  and  W.  van  Putten;  also  the  secretary  W.  Helot, 
who  are  to  report  next  Thursday. 

It  was  further  decided  to  allow  no  rations  or  emoluments  to 
the  ex-Govenor  and  ex-Seeunde  after  the  3 1st  May,  but  to  allow 
them  their  board  money  (kostgeld)  for  this  month,  tiS  they  were  still 
in  actual  service  at  its  commencement. 
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The  “ Ter  Aa  ” to  be  despatched  to  Mauritius  within  a few 
days,  and  the  officers  to  be  instructed  to  visit  the  N.W.  and 
S.E.  harbours  both ; and  having  despatched  their  business  to 
proceed  direct  to  Batavia,  where  the  vessel  would  be  welcome, 
taking  on  board  as  many  freeman  at  Mauritius  as  may  be  inclined 
or  ready  to  leave,  and  also  all  the  black  ebony  lying  ready  there 
for  shipment,  that  it  may  reach  Batavia  before  the  departure  of 
the  return  fleet,  which  will  then  be  able  to  communicate  to  us  the 
intentions  of  the  India  Board. 

June  21. — Same  wet  boisterous  weather  of  yesterday,  doing 
great  damage  to  the  newly  made  ramparts.  In  three  different 
places  a great  quantity  of  sods  had  washed  away  and  the  ground 
fallen  in. 

Meeting  of  Council. — Second  request  presented  by  the  Rev. 
le  Boucq.  As  it  was  lengthy  and  the  contents  were  of  an  annoying- 
character  (moeyelyk)  and  likewise  the  expressions,  it  was  decided 
to  postpone  the  discussion  until  a future  opportunity,  and  also 
to  reserve  the  points  still  left  unconsidered  of  his  first  memorial, 
until  that  time. 

Sieur  Frans  van  der  Stel,  having  appeared  in  the  meeting, 
declared  that  he  would  be  ready  to  leave  by  the  first  return  ship. 

H.  Schreuder,  burgher  of  Mauritius,  lately  arrived  in  the 
“ Ter  Aa,”  having  requested  compensation  for  a slave  who  had 
escaped  when  sent  out  to  capture  other  slaves,  it  was  considered 
that,  as  he  had  broken  up  his  household,  and  of  his  own  accord 
offered  the  slave  to  the  Company,  no  compensation  should  be 
given,  but  should  the  slave  be  captured  that  he  should  be  kept  at 
Mauritius  at  the  expense  of  petitioner.  As  a favour  the  Company 
had  undertaken  to  take  charge  of  his  two  slaves  until  his 
departure. 

No  salt  to  be  sent  to  Mauritius,  there  being  enough  there  to 
last  them  until  they  leave.  Should  they  require  any  more,  they 
are  to  boil  some  themselves,  or  get  it  from  Batavia. 

The  Mauritius  commander  ordered  to  refer  the  matter  of 
certain  cattle  bought  from  the  freeman  Jan  Hendrik  Tauke,  to 
Batavia. 

Report  received  of  the  Commissioners  regarding  the  farm  of  the 
ex-Governor  in  Hottentots  Holland,  containing  also  that  Governor’s 
reply.  It  was  decided  not  to  allow  his  request  for  delay  uutil  a 
reply  had  been  received  to  his  memorial  for  mitigation,  contained 
in  the  first  general  despatch  transmitted  this  year,  but  that  the 
breaking  down  of  the  dwelling-house  and  the  sale  shall  be 
postponed  until  the  arrival  of  the  new  Governor  Mr.  Van 
Assenburgh,  the  more  so,  as  it  is  now  the  beginning  of  the 
bad  monsoon  and  therefore  not  easy  to  effect  the  same,  whilst 
after  the  arrival  of  the  new  Governor  the  season  will  have  become 
more  favourable.  The  late  Governor  in  the  meanwhile  is  to  be 
notified  by  a deputation,  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  submit  to 


the  orders  of  the  Directors,  who  had  disapproved  of  the  grant 
of  the  piece  of  land,  and  wished  that  it  should  be  restored  to  the 
Company  with  the  whole  plantation  on  it,  and  that  he  should 
accordingly  take  care  or  have  care  taken,  that  nothing  of  the 
same  is  damaged,  hut  everything  left  in  the  state  in  which  it  is 
at  present,  so  long  as  his  servants  and  slaves  remain  there.  A 
contrary  course  pursued  by  him  would  be  at  his  own  risk  and 
responsibility.  (Signed  by)  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  J.  Blesius,  0.  Berg, 
A.  van  lieede,  W.  Corssenaar,  J.  Cruse,  W.  van  Putten,  W. 
Helot. 

J une  28. — Meeting  of  Political  Council.  Nothing  of  importance 
transacted. 

J une  29.  — A sailor  examined  for  having  stabbed  a soldier. 
Every  effort  made  to  complete  the  loading  of  the  “ Overryp  ” 
with  wheat  for  Batavia. 

J une  30. — The  ordinary  general  muster  to  take  place.  The 
garrison  consisted  of  455  ; convicts  13 ; and  sick  in  hospital  59 
men.  Total  527. 

July  5. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  provisional  Landdrost, 
Samuel  de  Meurs,  having  complained  that  the  Heemraden 
Antonie  van  der  Lith,  Abraham  de  Yilliers  and  Jau  Schapping 
had  for  some  time  not  carefully  discharged  their  duties,  not 
having  attended  most  of  the  meetings  of  L.  and  H.  H.  at 
Stellenbosch,  so  that  the  people  who  had  any  business  before  the 
board  were  to  return  home  disappointed  ; it  was  decided  that  such 
negligence  must  necessarily  cause  great  irregularity  and  com- 
motion regarding  the  rights  belonging  to  the  country  people  and 
those  who  have  any  disputes  to  settle,  and  that  therefore  a 
separate  letter  shall  he  written  to  each  one  of  them  admonishing 
them  to  do  their  duty  and  appear  in  the  meetings  on  the 
appointed  days,  and  henceforth  fairly  render  their  services,  that 
the  people  may  not  he  sent  back  disappointed,  hut  receive  short 
and  immediate  justice.  Signed  as  above. 

J uly  12th. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Rev.  E.  F.  le  Boucq  having- 
presented  a memorial  on  the  8th  June  and  another  on  the  21st,  it 
was  decided  unanimously  to  write  the  replies  on  the  margin  of  the 
same,  and  of  each  paragraph  separately. 

“ To  the  Hon.  J.  C.  d’Ableing  Administrator  &c.,  and  the  Hon. 
the  Political  Council. 

The  Petitioner  E.  F.  le  Boucq,  minister  elect  of  Draken- 
stein,  at  present  at  the  Cape,  humbly  showeth,  that  he  had  visited 
the  congregation  there  and  shown  them  his  credentials,  dated 
Batavia,  15th  December,  1706.  That  he  examined  into  the  state 
of  the  congregation,  but  to  his  great  sorrow  had  not  fouud  the 
least  dwelling  accommodation  for  a sick  visitor,  much  less 
for  a minister,  and  no  arrangements  for  a church,  yea  ! that 
there  was  not  even  a proper  churchyard.  He  therefore,  knowing 
the  custom  of  ell  civilized  Nations  and  of  the  Hon.  Directors,  that 


the  very  first  tiling  to  order  was  a proper  dwelling  house  and  church, 
besides  the  necessary  means  of  livelihood  or  emoluments  for  the 
minister,  as  is  evident  in  all  places  and  factories  subject  to  the 
Company,  even  in  the  case  of  ministers  who  not  yet  have  a 
fixed  sphere  of  labour,”  &c.  &c.  (N.B. — For  the  rest  refer  to 
resolutions  of  1707,  July  12.) 

Decision  regarding  the  deficit  in  the  cargo  of  the  flute  “ Overryp.” 

July  19. — Minutes  of  the  Council.  Certain  damaged  articles 
written  off.  The  price  of  a certain  lot  of  buttons  reduced  and  the 
surplus  and  deficit  found  in  the  stock  when  taken,  when  the 
Grovernment  was  handed  over,  to  be  left  to  the  responsibility  of 
whom  it  concerned. 

July  23. — Punishments  inflicted  according  to  the  following 
sentences. 

Whereas  Jan  Dirksz  of  Stockholm,  servant  of  the  Company,  and 
hired  by  the  farmer  Jacobus  Louw ; Jan  Andriesz,  freeman  here, 
and  formerly  servant  of  Jacobus  v.  d.  Heiden ; and  Titus  of 
Macasser,  and  Doer  of  Bengal;  slaves  of  the  said  Jacobus  Louw 
have  voluntarily  confessed,  and  it  has  also  been  clearly  proved, 
that  J.  Audriesz  proceeded  about  a year  ago  from  Bondeboseh  to 
liiebeeks  Kasteel,  the  post  of  his  master  where  he  was  stationed ; 
that  he  had  outspannecl  at  Doornkraal,  the  place  of  Jacobus  Louw  ; 
that  he  had  with  him  two  Hottentots,  Hans  and  Lapje;  that  he 
had  on  his  wagon  a keg  containing  about  three  bottles  of  wine,  and 
a can  of  brandy,  which  he  commenced  to  drink  with  Jan  Dirksz,  the 
chief  superintendent  there,  until  far  into  the  night  ; that  after  that 
they  commenced  to  wrestle  with  each  other ; that  whilst  doing  so, 
some  money  fell  out  of  Andriesz’s  pockets  on  the  floor  of  the  kitchen  ; 
that  neither  of  them  perceived  it ; that  Lapje  saw  and  picked  it  up, 
tied  it  in  a rag  and  hid  it  in  the  oven  ; that  the  two  prisoners  then 
went  to  bed  ; that  Andriesz  missed  his  money  the  following  morn- 
ing, and  complained  to  Dirksz ; that  thereupon  the  latter  called 
Titus  and  Boer  from  the  milkshed,  and  having  an  ill  feeling 
against  Titus,  seized  him,  threatened  him  with  a rope  and  beat 
him,  releasing  him  when  the  boy  pleaded  his  innocence ; that  the 
two  first  named  prisoners  were  afterwards  told  by  a little  Hottentot 
girl  that  Ijapje  had  picked  up  and  hidden  the  money;  that  there- 
upon Andriesz  had  seized  Lapje  and  handed  him  over  to  Dirksz, 
who  bound  his  hands  and  pulled  him  up  to  a beam  in  the  kitchen ; 
that  when  the  Hottentot  pointed  out  the  place  where  the  money  was, 
which  was  recovered  without  loss,  the  prisoners  went  to  that  excess 
that  they  most  unmercifully  beat  the  Hottentot  on  his  naked  body 
with  a sjambok,  taking  turns,  until  finally  they  desisted  from 
sheer  fatigue  ; that  thereupon  each  drank  a “ soopje  ” ; that  Titus 
himself  dissatisfied  that  he  had  been  beaten,  had  thereupon  taken 
up  the  sjambok  aucl  of  his  own  accord  given  the  Hottentot  three 
or  four  cuts;  that  thereupon  the  first  named  prisoner  fuither 
excited  by  drink,  had  again  seized  the  sjambok  from  the  hands  of 
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the  slave  and  beaten  the  Hottentot  agaiu  during  the  time  required 
for  smoking  a pipe ; that  this  was  likewise  done  by  the  second 
prisoner  ; that  the  Hottentot  fainting  under  all  the  blows,  was  made 
loose ; that  the  first  prisoner  rubbed  his  back  with  brine  saying, 
there  is  some  salve  for  you ; that  continually  reeling  and 
stumbling,  the  Hottentot  managed  to  get  outside  of  the  house ; 
that  thereupon  Titus  struck  him,  according  to  Dirksz,  with  a spar 
behind  the  neck ; that  the  Hottentot  then  went  to  lie  down  under 
a wagon,  and  afterwards  behind  the  house,  where  he  died ; that 
Dirksz  found  himself  embarrassed  with  the  corpse,  and  first 
attempted  to  persuade  the  Hottentots  present,  also  Titus  and  Boer 
to  remove  it ; that  on  the  following  day  he  personally  placed  it  on 
a wheel  barrow ; and  that  the  two  slaves  shoved  it  into  an  ant-eaters 
hole  near  the  homestead  ; that  Anclriesz  having  been  told  some 
time  later  that  the  murder  had  become  known,  had  communicated 
it  to  Dirksz  ; that  both  then  removed  the  bones,  and  buried  it  some 
distance  further  in  another  hole. 

All  this  being  a wicked  and  tyrannous  deed,  by  which  the 
sufferer  lost  his  life,  and  though  committed  on  a Hottentot,  should 
he  most  severely  punished  as  an  example  and  terror  to  others 
we  therefore  &c.,  decree  that  both  first  named  prisoners  shall  he 
brought  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  being  blindfolded,  a bullet 
shall  be  fired  over  the  heads  of  each.  That  they  shall  thereafter 
he  banished  for  ever  from  this  country  and  remain  in  chains  on 
Robb  on  Island  until  they  can  he  sent  back  to  Europe.  Their 
property  to  be  confiscated,  one  half  to  go  to  the  ex-Landdrost 
Starrenburg,  and  the  other  to  the  present  prosecutor.  The  slave 
Titus  to  be  thoroughly  scourged,  and  to  serve  for  five  years  in 
irons  on  Robben  Island.  The  slave  Boer,  to  behold,  the  execution 
and  after  that  to  be  sent  back  to  his  master.  All  to  pay  the  costs. 

N.B. — In  the  case  of  Titus  the  sentence  was  so  far  amended, 
that  he  was  sent  back  to  his  master  on  condition  that  be  remained 
in  chains  for  five  years. 

July  26. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

July  30. — A wagon  driver  found  drowned  in  one  of  the  swollen 
rivers  at  Newland. 

August  2. — Meeting  of  Council.  See  Resolutions. 

August  9. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

August  13. — Meeting  of  Council.  See  Resolutions.  (Decided  to 
lease  the  wine  licence  on  the  conditions  of  Com,  D.  Heyns,  &c.) 
D’Ableing  presides. 

August  16. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

August  17. — Arrival  of  the  “ Donkervliet  ” from  Rotterdam  on 
the  13th  April  last,  bringing  news  that  four  Amsterdam  ships 
were  lying  ready  to  leave  the  Texel,  only  waiting  for  convoy,  but 
that  the  new  Governor,  the  Hon.  Louis  v.  Assenburgh,  had  not 
yet  embarked  in  the  “ Generale  Vrede.” 

August  28.  — Meeting  of  Council.  The  case  of  le  Boucq  considered 
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who  had  this  Sunday  forenoon  dismissed  from  office,  without  any 
warning  and  unauthorised,  an  elder  and  deacon.  (For  more 
particulars  see  Resolutions  of  August  28  and  29.)  “ This  morn- 

ing Rev.  le  Boueq  after  the  prayer,  concluding  the  service,  did 
without  the  least  kuowledge  of  or  communication  with  the  Political 
Council,  or  the  Rev.  Church  Council,  on  his  own  authority  and 
contrary  to  the  usual  steps  and  ways,  publicly  dismiss  from  their 
offices,  in  a most  brutal  and  unheard  of  manner,  and  publicly,  before 
the  congregation,  an  elder  and  deacon,  without  adducing  the 
slightest  reason  that  had  moved  him  to  such  vile  conduct.  This 
caused,  in  this  melancholy  and  dangerous  time,  a terrible  commo- 
tion and  shock  among  the  congregation,  which  it  startled  like  an 
unexpected  thunderclap,  so  that  a certain  lady  of  position  (gequali- 
ficeerde  juffrouw)  fainted  away,  and  had  to  lie  down  the  whole 
day  in  the  house  of  the  sexton.  Many  other  women  were  seen 
pale  and  crying,  and  leaving  the  church  quite  unnerved,  whilst  on 
the  other  hand  some  of  the  malcontents,  who  are  supposed  to  have 
been  informed  beforehand  by  that  minister  of  this  deplorable 
tragedy,  appeared  to  he  tickled  with  laughter,  and  to  enjoy  them- 
selves. It  was  a good  thing  that  the  insulted  elder  and  deacon 
were  not  in  church  at  the  time.  Heaven  knows  how  that  affair 
would  then  have  ended.  But  God  he  thanked  that  he  saved  us 
from  an  open  rebellion  (openbaren  opstand). 

The  insulted  elder  having  after  the  close  of  the  service  been 
informed  of  this  enormous  censure,  complained  of  the  same  to  the 
Acting  Governor,  upon  which  His  Honour  after  having  consulted 
the  Political  Council,  sent  notice  to  the  Reverend  le  Boueq  through 
the  Secretary,  accompanied  by  the  messenger  of  justice,  that  for 
the  prevention  of  further  commotion,  he  would  please  him  by 
refraining  from  preaching  this  afternoon;  so  that  the  service  was 
conducted  by  the  sick  visitor  reading  a sermon. 

T1  le  opinion  of  the  Council  was  taken  down  by  the  Secretary  after 
having  been  given  verbally,  as  the  time  for  convening  a meeting 
was  too  short. 

Sunday  28,  1707,  about  one  o’clock  p.m. — Whereas  the  Rev. 
Engelbert.us  Franciseus  le  Bouoq-t-minister  for  the  Drakenstein 
Church,  ordered  by  the  Directors,  in  consequence  of  the  recall  of 
the  Reverend  Petrus  Kablen,  to  conduct,  in  turns  with  the 
Reverend  Bek  the  services  at  the  Cape,  in  addition  to  those  in  their 
own  parishes,  until  the  arrival  of  the  newly-appointed  minister  for 
this  congregation — did,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  fellow 
minister  or  the  Church  Council,  as  well  as  of  the  Council  of 
this  Government,  on  his  own  authority  publicly  dismiss  from  their 
church  offices  respectively  the  Elder  Abraham  Poulle,  secretary  to 
the  Court  of  Justice,  and  the  burgher  Jan  Oberholster,  deacon,  both 
approved  of,  after  election,  by  the  Council  of  Policy,  and  publicly 
inducted  before  the  congregation,  after  having  been  proclaimed 
three  times  successively  in  church  ; and  whereas  he  has'  moreover 
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earnestly  admonished  the  congregation  not  to  acknowledge  them 
as  such  any  longer,  taking  for  that  purpose  as  his  text  the  1st 
verse  of  the  29th  chapter  of  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  “ He,  that 
being  often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  suddenly  be 
destroyed,  and  that  without  remedy,”  and  filling  his  sermon  with 
many  hateiul  expressions,  finally  requesting  the  congregation  to 
sing  the  two  last  verses  of  the  149  th  Psalm — 

4.  Pryst  hem  bergen  en  heuvels  al  ; 

Vruchtbaer  boomen,  ’tgansehe  getal 
Der  ced’ren  tn  des  vees  met  een, 

Wilde  dieren  groot  eude  kleen  ; 

Vliegende  vogels,  groot  van  waerden, 

Dieren  kruypende  lang-hs  der  aerden  : 

Ghy  Koningen  en  volcken  ryek, 

Vorden  en  Reehters  al  gelijek. 

•5.  Ghy  jongers,  dochters,  jonck  en  out, 

Singht  syn  lof  om  best  in  Eenvout ; 

Want  hooger  is  syner  naems  eer 
Als  bemel  en  aerd’  immerineer  ; 

Den  hoorn  syns  volcks  lieeft  hy  verheven 
Tot  syner  eer,  sulcks  is  gegeven 
Israel  syn  volck  seer  gevis 
’t  Welck  syn  bemint  eygendom  is 

to  the  great  disturbance  and  annoyance  of  the  congregation, 
excepting  those  who  had  a knowledge  of  this  hidden  purpose,  a 
matter  from  which  nought  but  great  mischief  and  commotion  within 
and  without  the  church  must  result,  should  uo  steps  be  taken  against 
it  in  time, — the  Acting  Governor  had  therefore  deemed  it  necessary 
to  ask  the  members  of  the  Council,  through  the  secretary,  whether 
for  the  preservation  of  the  general  peace,  and  especially  that  of  the 
church,  they  were  not  of  opinion  that  iu  the  present  condition  of 
the  times  and  affairs,  the  minister  Le  Boucq  should  refrain  from 
preaching  this  afternoon,  that  to-morrow  the  matter  may  he  con- 
sidered collegialiter. 

Thereupon  all  the  members,  excepting  Fiscal  Blesius  and  his 
son-in-law  Jacob  Cruse,  who  said  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of 
such  affairs,  it  being  one  purely  ecclesiastical,  decided,  and  con- 
sidered it  necessary,  to  give  notice  to  the  said  minister  through  the 
secretary,  accompanied  by  the  messenger,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
Administrator  and  Council,  in  order  to  prevent  all  further  possible 
commotion,  that  he  would  be  pleased  for  reasons  to  refrain  from 
preaching. 

It  was  further  decided  that  the  service  in  the  afternoon  was  to 
be  conducted  by  the  sick  visitor,  Jan  van  Hoorn,  with  the  reading 
of  a sermon.  (Signed  hy)  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  0.  Berg,  A.  v.  Beede, 
W.  Uorssenaar,  W.  v.  Putten,  W.  Helot. 

August  29. — Meeting  of  Council  this  afternoon.  The  skippers 
of  the  two  vessels  in  the  hay,  and  also  the  juuior  merchant  of  the 
“ Donkervliet,”  likewise  invited  to  take  their  seats  at  the  board. 
Meeting  convened  iu  consequence  of  what  had  occurred  in  the 
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church  yesterday.  What  was  done  has  been  word  for  word 
inserted  here. 

Monday,  29th  August,  1707,  p m.  Extraordinary  sermon. 
Present  all,  excepting  the  Fiscal, — who,  however,  on  the  following 
day  declared  that  he  agreed  with  the  resolution, — also  the  skippers 
©f  the  “ Duivenvoorde  ” and  “ Donkervliet,”  and  the  junior 
merchant  of  the  latter,  i.e.,  Jacobus  van  den  Akker,  Hendrik 
Stokmans,  and  Advocate  Dirk  van  Cloon. 

The  Administrator  and  President,  Mr.  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  having 
submitted  and  read  to  the  meeting  the  reasons  which  bad 
moved  and  likewise  forced  him  to  convene  the  Council,  namely, 
because  the  Reverend  Engelbertus  Franciscus  le  Boucq,  minister 
designate  of  the  Drakenstein  Church,  doing  service  here  in 
the  church  in  turns  with  the  Rev.  H.  Peck,  minister  of  Stellen- 
bosch, had  been  this  day  summoned  before  the  meeting  to  be 
heard  on  the  accusations  laid  against  him  a little  while  ago  before 
the  Council  by  the  Secretary  of  Justice  and  first  sworn  clerk  of 
the  Secretariat,  Abraham  Poulle,  and  the  burgher  Jan  Oberholster, 
the  first  an  elder,  and  the  second  a deacon  of  the  church  here, 
because  the  day  before,  after  the  morning  service,  they  had  been 
publicly  excommunicated  from  the  pulpit  by  the  said  Le  Boucq, 
who  had  advised  the  congregation  henceforth  no  longer  to  con- 
sider them  as  members  of  the  church ; and  that  he  had  done  so 
without  the  forms  of  ecclesiastical  procedure,  and  merely  on  his  own 
authority.  The  said  minister  appeared  and  delivered  the  following 
document : 

To  the  Hon.  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  chief  merchant  and  Secuude,  at 
present  at  the  head  of  the  Government  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  Hon.  Council  here. 

Whereas  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  28th  August,  1707,  the  Rev. 
le  Boucq  had  been  refused  the  pulpit  by  Sieur  W.  Helot,  member 
and  secretary  of  the  Hon.  Council,  accompanied  by  the  messenger 
of  justice  ; and  who  had  done  so  in  the  name  of  the  Hon  d’Ableing 
and  Council,  on  very  untruthful  information,  contrary  to  all  forms 
of  legal  procedure,  not  even  having  heard  what  he  had  to  say  in 
self-defence,  by  which  great  disturbance  has  been  caused  among 
the  congregation,  the  poor  have  been  sensibly  injured,  and  the 
children  sent  home  unbaptized  ; all  which  being  matters  tending  to 
injure  religion  and  damage  the  character  of  the  said  minister, 
the  latter  finds  himself  with  reason  hurt  in  consequence,  as  not 
even  a sovereign  government,  yea,  the  sovereigns  of  the  land, 
would  act  in  that  manner  towards  a minister,  against  whose 
conduct  or  doctrine  nothing  to  the  point  can  be  adduced. 

The  minister  passing  by  tho  rights  of  church  governments, 
both  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States- General,  as  wrell  as  of 
the  Lords  Directors,  and  also  the  East  India  Church  Regula- 
tions, all  approved  by  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  which  on  a 
later  occasion  will  be  submitted  to  his  competent  judge,  whom  in 
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this  case  lie  does  not  acknowledge  at  the  Cape,  — excepting 
however  in  all  such  matters  as  are  not  purely  ecclesiastical, — 
shall  from  many  modern  legal  authorities  merely  quote  a few 
passages  to  show  the  absurdity  of  this  procedure. 

Extract  from  the  modern  j urisprudence  by  Ulrik  Hubeer,  2nd 
vol.,  1st  book,  10th  chapter,  27th  section. — Here  are  quoted  and 
mentioned  among  the  points  entirely  ecclesiastical,  the  censure  so 
called,  and  the  excommunication  taken  in  its  right  sense ; and  in 
section  78  he  says,  “ It  is  certain  that  the  Church  may  employ 
these  means,  as  has  been  said,  in  spite  of  the  civil  power.”  In 
section  50  he  says,  “ The  Church  censure  being  purely  spiritual, 
is  also  left  untrammelled  everywhere  to  the  churches  in  Friesland, 
and  reason  does  not  permit  that  it  should  be  prevented  by  civil 
procedure,  as  it  is  a matter  of  quite  a different  nature,  so  that 
any  one  censured  ecclesiastically  and  standing  under  censure 
cannot  escape  from  or  ward  it  off  by  a verdict  of  a civil  court. 
Nor  does  there  appear  any  reason  why  censure  should  be 
suspended  by  Government  order,  certainly  not  that  censure  which 
is  applied  in  individual  churches  ; though  in  the  case  of  “ classes  ” 
and  synods  it  may  assume  a different  complexion,  because  the 
latter  cannot  meet  without  dependence  on  the  civil  power,  to  which 
the  right  of  censuring,  claimed  by  each  individual  church  is  not 
subject,  as  already  mentioned.” 

Simon  van  Leeuwen  confirms  this  expressly  in  his  1st  book, 
2nd  vol.,  5th  section  : “ The  church  officei's  among  us  have  no 
particular  privilege  except  in  cases  connected  with  church  censure 
among  their  members,  whom  they  subject  to  church  discipline, 
because  of  open  sin  and  immoral  conduct,  according  to  the  34th 
and  following  sections  of  the  church  regulations  prescribed  to  them 
by  the  States  of  Holland  in  May,  1591.” 

These  matters  being  so,  the  minister  for  the  maintenance  of 
despised  religion,  and  for  the  reparation  of  his  wounded  honour, 
finds  himself  obliged  to  protest,  as  he  does  at  present,  against 
those  who  have  caused  these  disorders.  (Signed)  E.  F.  le 
Boucq.,  v.d.m.,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  29th  August,  1707. 

Having  apppeared  before  the  meeting  the  said  minister  orally 
repeated  the  above,  and  again  complained  “ that  yesterday  he  had 
been,  unjustly  and  unheard,  refused  the  pulpit  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
d’Ahleing  and  the  Council,  without  adding  that  lie  had  been  for 
reasons  requested  to  abstain  from  preaching  only  that  afternoon, 
as  written  down  in  the  resolution  of  yesterday.  On  the  contrary 
he  maintained  that  (by  the  order)  he  had  been  entirely  suspended 
from  his  office,  and  that  the  Secretary  had  notified  it  to  him 
in  that  form,  and  in  order  to  confirm  it,  he  added  that  he 
would  be  able  to  bring  a witness  whom  he  had  hidd>  n in  his 
house  in  a secret  place  in  order  to  hear  the  words  of  the  Secretary, 
without  however  naming  that  pretended  witness,  or  bringing  him 
forward.  He  further  presented  an  underhand  declaration  written 
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by  himself  and  signed  by  some  persons,  by  which  he  meant  to 
show  that  he  had  not  excommunicated  the  elder  Poulle  or  the 
deacon  Oberholster,  but  merely  deprived  them  of  their  offices,  and 
admonished  the  congregation  henceforth  to  consider  them  no 
longer  as  members  of  the  Church  Council. 

Finally  he  added  to  the  above  expressions  that  lie  did  not  con- 
sider any  member  of  this  Council  fit  to  judge  in  this  case  of  Poulle 
and  Oberholster,  as  they  had  sat  in  order  to  elect  those  two  men 
to  the  two  offices,  saying,  by  way  of  example,  that  no  person  would 
build  a house,  and  again  of  his  own  accord  pull  it  down.” 

And  as  it  is  true  that  the  dismissal  has  taken  place  on  his  own 
sole  authority,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  colleague  Beck,  much 
less  that  of  the  Government,  by  whom  the  two  have  been  approved 
and  appointed,  or  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Church 
Council,  and  consequently  is  informal,  it  was  after  mature 
deliberation  unanimously  decided,  as  a necessary  step,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  authority  entrusted  to  the  Administrator  and  Council 
by  the  Company,  and  to  check  and  ward  off  infraction  of  every 
nature,  to  issue  a counter  protest  against  the  said  minister  Le 
Boueq’s  document,  the  conduct  displayed  and  the  expressions 
made  use  of  by  him  ; likewise  against  all  further  commotion  and 
misfortunes  which  might  spring  therefrom,  and  further  to  act  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  require.”  (Signed  by)  J.  C. 
d’Ableing,  J.  Blesius,  0.  Berg,  Adriaan  van  Keede,  j.  v.  d. 
Anker,  W.  Corssenaar,  H.  Stokmans,  J.  Cruse,  W.  v.  Putten,  D. 
v.  Cloon,  W.  Helot,  Secretary. 

August  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Administrator  addressed 
himself  to  the  Hon.  J.  Blesius,  Fiscal  Independent,  the  substance 
of  what  he  said  being  that  as  he  had  not  been  pleased  to 
attend  the  meeting  purposely  convened  yesterday,  with  the 
assumption  of  the  skippers  and  junior  merchant  of  the  “ Duiven- 
voorde  ” and  “ Honkervliet,”  for  considering  what  had  happened 
the  day  before  yesterday  in  church,  regarding  the  proceedings  of 
the  Bev.  le  Boucq  against  the  elder  Abraham  Poulle  and  the 
deacon  J.  Oberholster,  he  the  Administrator  could  not  consider 
himself  satisfied  with  that  course,  but  considered  it  necessary  to  give 
notice  to  his  Honour  as  ehipf  judicial  officer  hei’e,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  ward  off  all  infractions  and  check  all  irregularities,  of  all 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  church  and  in  the  meetings  of  the 
Council  since,  together  with  the  resolution  taken,  with  the  request 
that  he  might  be  pleased  to  express  himself  whether  according  to 
his  judgment  the  Council  had  treated  the  case  of  le  Boucq  justly 
and  fairly  or  not ; and  if  not,  that  he  the  Fiscal  Independent 
might  be  pleased  to  have  his  adverse  opinion  noted,  or  to  do  as  he 
deemed  that  he  should  do;  and  if  he  agreed,  that  the  Administrator 
summoned  him  to  confirm  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  and  further 
act  as  he  is  in  duty  bound  according  to  his  office.  Thereupon 
the  Fibcal  having  reflected  awhile,  and  again  read  through  some 


of  the  papers,  replied  that  “ as  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  pulpit- 
had  not  been  absolutely  forbidden  the  minister  the  day  before 
yesterday,  but  that  the  latter  had  been  told  in  a civil  way  that  in 
order  to  prevent  further  commotion  in  the  church,  to  be  so  good  as 
not  to  preach  that  afternoon  for  reasons,  he  could  entirely  agree 
with  the  resolution  of  yesterday,”  so  that  he  signed  the  minutes  of 
yesterday  with  the  other  members. 

August  31. — Ordinary  day  for  the  annual  lease  of  the  Company’s 
Revenue,  which  took  place  in  the  Castle  before  the  Administrator 
and  Council.  The  lease  of  the  Cape  wine  licence  was  according 
to  the  latest  orders  of  the  Directors  (30th  October,  1706)  put  up 
according  to  the  conditions  drawn  up  by  the  Hon.  Commissioner 
Daniel  Heyns,  which  were  strictly  adhered  to.  The  whole  lease 
realised  f49,075,  i.e. : — 

For  brandy  and  spirituous  liquors — 


1st  quarter  . . . . . . . . f2,400 

2nd  do.  . . . . . . . . f2,700 

3rd  do.  f2,675 

4th  do.  f2,725 


Total  . . . fl 0,500 

European  beer — 

Fred.  v.  d.  Lind  . . . . . . . . f2,12o 

Cape  wine — 

1st  quarter  . . . . . . . . f9,025 

2nd  do.  f8,325 

3rd  do.  f8,800 

4tb  do.  f7,950 


Total 

Cape  beer  licence  allowed  to 
the  Widow  Mensingh  for 


f 33, 700 
f2,750 


Grand  Total 


f 49, 075 


burgher  councillors 
masons,  requesting 
o longer  be  allowed 
a hours,  as  that  was 


September  6. — Meeting  of  Council.  The 
present  a petition  in  the  name  of  the  burghei 
that  the  Company’s  servants  (mas  ms)  may  i 

to  do  any  mason  work  for  burghers  during  extra , — 

prejudicial  to  the  free  masons,  but  that  they  may  be  allowed  to 
undertake  the  carriage  of  small  loads  and  repairs.  The  request 
was  allowed  on  condition  that  the  free  masons  bind  themselves 
under  a penalty  of  Rds.  10  for  the  poor  (each  of  them  indivi- 
dually) as  offered  in  the  request,  should  they  not  properly  do  any 
work  entrusted  to  them,  or  leave  the  people  in  the  lurch,  who 
complain  very  much  on  this  point. 

They  further  notify  in  the  petition  that  during  many  years 
excessive  sums  have  been  paid  from  the  chest  of  this  Cape  District 
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for  the  destruction  of  wild  and  destructive  beasts,  mostly  to 
persons  who  contribute  hardly  anything  to  the  district,  but  live 
far  inland  or  squat  there  with  their  cattle ; that  therefore  a proper 
boundary  should  be  made,  in  order  to  show  to  what  distance  they 
shall  henceforth  be  bound  to  pay  the  rewards  for  killing  destruc- 
tive animals  to  the  inhabitants,  or  those  by  whose  assistance 
it  had  been  done ; and  that  it  might  further  be  ordained  by 
placcaat  that  whoever  shall  in  future  kill  any  wild  beast  within 
this  district,  and  desires  the  reward  for  the  same,  shall  be  bound  to 
bring  up  (to  the  Cape)  the  whole  animal  and  not  merely  the  skin, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  premium. 

The  Council  decided  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
boundary  line  until  a future  occasion,  it  being  a matter  which 
cannot  be  hurriedly  settled. 

Regarding  the  premium  for  wild  beasts  it  was  decreed  to  inform 
all  the  residents  by  notice  that  whoever  henceforth  wishes  to  claim 
such  a premium,  shall  be  bound  to  produce  the  whole  animal, 
either  at  the  Castle  or  Stellenbosch,  when  the  premium  will  at 
once  be  paid.  This  is  done  to  prevent  irregularities  which  might 
arise  under  the  pretence  of  having  shot  the  beasts  themselves, 
whereas  they  might  merely  have  bought  or  bartered  the  skins 
from  the  Hottentots  or  obtained  it  in  some  other  manner. 

The  sick  visitor  of  the  Hospital,  Jan  Huger,  suffering  from 
failing  eyesight,  is  to  return  to  Holland  next  year  and  retain  his 
pay. 

September  7. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  following  letter  of 
Rev.  le  Boucq  to  the  Administrator  laid  on  the  table  : — “ As  the 
functions  of  my  office  have  been  forbidden  me  in  an  illegal 
manner,  your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  make  provision  for  their 
discharge,  as  I am  not  inclined  to  conduct  the  services  before  full 
satisfaclion  has  been  given  me,  and  I am  righted  in  my  injured 
honour.  As  soon  as  this  shall  have  been  done  I shall  be  prepared 
to  discharge  the  duties  not  as  a hireling,  but  as  an  honest  man. 
With  regard  to  the  paper  delivered  to  me  by  your  order,  I will 
reply  to  it  before  the  Hon.  van  Assenburgh,  and  likewise  in  India 
for  reasons. — I remain  after  a friendly  and  respectful  evening 
greeting,  &c.,  E.  F.  le  Boucq,  6th  September,  1707.” 

It  being  considered  that  the  Rev.  le  Boucq  dees  not  mention  in 
his  letter  where,  how  and  when  he  will  endeavour  to  seek  for  the 
restoration  of  his  honour  which  he  pretends  to  be  injured,  and 
obtain  satisfaction  ; and  that  not  only  in  the  meeting  of  29th 
August,  but  also  later  in  writing,  it  had  been  explained  to  him  that 
what  he  maintains  regarding  the  prohibition  to  preach  was  not 
according  to  fact ; it  was  unanimously  decided  to  order  the 
Rev.  Bek  to  the  Cape,  and  notify  to  him  that  he  alone  would  hold 
the  services  here,  until  the  arrival  of  the  minister  expected  from 
the  Fatherland,  or  until  the  Rev.  le  Boucq,  with  tire  approval  of 
the  Council,  again  conducts  himself  properly  towards  religion,  and 
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consents  to  do  his  duty.  That  the  services  at  Stellenbosch  shall 
in  the  meanwhile  he  conducted  by  the  sick-visitor  there  with  the 
reading  of  the  sermon,  &c. 

September  11. — Sunday.  Service  conducted  by  Rev.  Bek,  so  that 
no  preaching  occurred  either  at  Stellenbosch  or  Drakenstein. 

September  13. — Meeting  of  Council.  It  was  decided  to  pay  into 
the  Company’s  treasury  provisionally,  the  money  given  by  differ- 
ent persons  for  the  enlargement  and  restoration  of  the  Stellenbosch 
church,  the  said  money  being  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the 
ex-messenger  of  justice,  Christoff  el  Hasewinkel. 

September  20. — Meeting  of  Council  The  Acting  Landdrost 
Samuel  Martini  de  Meurs  reports  that  the  Council  House  at 
Stellenbosch  is  in  a bad  state  from  age  and  rain,  that  a portion 
had  fallen  in,  that  an  inspector  was  urgently  necessary,  and  that 
proper  repairs  should  be  ordered.  Decided  as  a first  step,  to  break 
down  the  dwelling  house  as  low  as  the  second  storey,  and  try  and 
prevent  the  tumbling  in  of  the  whole ; also  to  save  the  wood  work 
which  is  still  quite  good,  and  after  that  to  see  whether  the  lower 
portion  can  be  left  standing  and  in  that  form  rebuilt,  or  whether 
the  whole  must  be  broken  down.  In  the  latter  case  the  work  is 
to  be  commenced  at  once,  that  the  place  may  be  speedily  rebuilt 
with  one  storey  less.  All  the  building  material  of  the  old  place 
to  be  used  again. 

Claas  Stoltz  having  lost  the  use  of  his  left  eye,  and  been  severely 
wounded  in  his  left  leg  when  on  the  13th  April  last  year  his  vessel 
the  “ Berg  ” had  an  engagement  with  the  French,  and  having 
besides  very  much  distinguished  himself,  is  voted  a certificate  to 
enable  him  to  obtain  the  premium  from  the  directors  in  the 
Fatherland. 

The  elders  and  deacons  of  Drakenstein  having  sent  in  a 
memorial  in  the  French  language,  it  was  decided  to  have  it 
translated. 

September  22. — Meeting  of  Council.  (N.B. — What  follows  is  not 
mentioned  in  this  journal,  but  has  been  copied  from  the  resolutions). 
The  memorial  of  the  above  mentioned  Church  Council  prayed 
for  a minister  who  might  baptize  the  children,  marry  the  couples, 
and  administer  the  sacraments.  The  Rev.  Bek  accordingly 
departed  for  the  purpose,  as  the  Rev.  le  Boucq  had  notified  to  the 
Council  that  he  would  not  preach.  For  the  same  reason  it  was 
decided  to  ask  the  Rev.  P.  Kalden  to  resume  the  services  for'the  love 
of  the  congregation.  (See  Resolutions,  September  22,  1707). 

September  27.  — Meeting  of  Council.  Jan  Phyffer  allowed  to 
pay  for  the  boat  which  he  bought  from  the  Company,  in  fish  at 
f5  per  half  aum  or  f2J  less  than  the  usual  price.  The  fish  to  be 
brought  to  the  Cape  by  the  Company’s  galiots.  Agreement  also 
made  because  the  galiots  will  soon  be  required  for  burning  train 
oil,  when  they  will  not  be  at  leisure  for  fishing  purposes. 

September  29. — Meeting  of  Council.  Secunde  d Ableing  pro- 
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duces  a paper  in  -which  he  refers  to  the  letter  of  Rev.  le  Boucq,  dated 
6th  inst.,  containing  that  gentleman’s  refusal  to  hold  any  further 
services.  He  proposes  that  as  the  Rev.  le  Boucq  might  consider 
that  course  more  convenient  to  himself,  than  to  prepare  two  weekly 
sermons,  his  pay  should  he  made  to  cease  from  the  date  of  his 
refusal.  The  Administrator  does  not  know  where  he  intends  to 
restore  his  wounded  honour,  and  as  the  present  month  is  out 
to-morrow,  he  wishes  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  therefore  has  proposed  as  he  has  done.  Fiscal  Blesius  thinks 
that  full  pay  should  be  allowed  him  until  tire  end  of  October. 

0.  Berg  sides  with  d’Ableing. 

A.  van  Reede  agrees  with  the  Fiscal. 

The  “ Winkelier  ” W.  Corssenaar  likewise,  because  any  over 
] ay  could  always  be  recovered  from  him.  The  bookkeeper 
J.  Cruse  agrees  with  Corssenaar.  The  “ Warehouse  master  ” 
W.  van  Putfen  agrees  with  Captain  Berg,  because  le  Boucq’s 
refusal,  as  apparent  from  his  letter  of  the  6th  September,  rests  on 
a false  pretence.  Secretary  Helot  agrees  with  van  Putten. 

The  Administrator  speaks  in  accordance  with  his  proposition, 
especially  because  he  knows  how  the  India  Government  acted  in 
the  cases  of  different  persons,  especially  Messrs.  Arnoldus  Muykens, 
and  Balthasar  Sweerts,  who  were  unwilling  to  undertake,  the  first 
the  Government  of  Ceylon,  and  the  other  the  chief  merchantship 
of  the  Castle  Batavia,  to  which  offices  they  had  been  appointed ; 
and  also  mentions  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Calden,  who  because 
he  submitted  that  he  could  not  leave  within  the  short  time  at  his 
disposal,  had  his  pay,  &c.,  at  once  written  off. 

There  being  a tie,  no  vote  was  taken. 

October  2. — As  the  Rev.  le  Boucq  had  not  preached  since  the 
28th  of  August,  and  the  Rev.  Bek  had  proceeded  to  Drakenstein  to 
officiate  and  administer  the  Holy  Sacrament,  and  baptize  some 
children,  the  Rev.  P.  Kalden  officiated  twice  for  love  of  the 
congregation. 

October  4. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance. 

October  6. — A coachman  and  potter  of  the  Company,  for 
stealing  and  carrying  off  two  bags  of  rye,  degraded  from  their 
rank,  and  sentenced  to  serve  as  convicts  for  6 months,  and  to  pay 
expenses. 

Ootober  9. — Sunday.  The  Rev.  Bek  still  at  Drakenstein ; the 
Pev.  Kalden  conducts  the  services. 

October  10. — The  Fiscal  and  Commissioners  busy  examining 
3 fugitive  slaves  for  having  ill  treated  most  severely  an  old  man 
found  asleep  on  his  threshing  floor. 

October  11.  Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important.  The 
slaves  acknowledge  their  crime. 

October  13. — Court  of  Justice  condemns  a recaptured  cadet,  who 
had  deserted  inland  3 months  ago,  to  be  deprived  of  his  rank  and 
to  serve  6 months  in  chains  on  Robben  Island,  with  confiscation 
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of  2 months  wages  pro  fiseo,  and  loss  of  his  pay  during  the  period 
of  his  desertion.  He  is  also  mulcted  with  the  costs.  For  the  benefit 
of  the  Provisional  Landdrost  a cask  of  butter  was  also  confiscated, 
which  the  Provisional  Corporal  of  the  outside  station  in  the 
land  of  Waveren  had  obtained  from  the  Hottentots  at  their 
kraals  contrary  to  the  placeaten  and  orders  issued.  He  was 
futher  condemned  to  be  severely  whipped  by  the  garrison,  and 
degraded  to  the  rank  of  common  soldier,  and  to  serve  within  the 
Castle. 

The  three  fugitive  slaves  fully  confess  their  crime  to  the  Fiscal, 
who  likewise  proceeds  to  the  Salt  or  Liesbeek  Fiver  in  order  to 
inspect  the  body  of  a slave  found  murdered  there. 

October  23. — Arrival  of  the  English  frigates  “ Oley  ” and 
“ Horsham  ” from  China  and  Bombay  via  Mauritius.  With  a 
Company’s  ship  of  44  guns,  and  two  galiots,  names  unknown,  they 
had  on  the  coast  of  Malabar  fought  from  morning  until  evening 
against  21  pirate  vessels,  which  at  last  captured  the  two  galiots. 
They  had  found  everything  in  good  order  at  Mauritius,  where 
the  “ Ter  Aa  ” was  lying,  which  had  left  the  Cape  on  the  28th 
June,  for  Batavia.  It  had  left  Mauritius  on  the  11th  September. 

October  25. — Meeting  of  Council.  Company’s  cattle  much 
diminished  by  death  and  age.  Necessary7  to  provide  others  for 
the  ordinary  works.  The  “ baas  ” Jan  Hai'tog  therefore  sent  out 
to  the  Hottentots  to  buy  others  ; also  sheep  for  the  slaves.  He  has 
been  often  out  on  such  trips. 

The  Rev.  Bek  officiating  here  now,  wishes  to  have  the  church 
books  which  are  still  in  Rev.  le  Boucq’s  hands,  as  he  does  not  know 
the  members,  and  must  visit  them  in  order  to  invite  them  to  the 
Sacrament  next  Sunday.  Granted  as  requested.  The  books  to 
be  pxxt  into  his  custody. 

October  27. — The  English  Indiaman  “ Araby  Merchant" 
arrives  from  Bombay  on  the  13th  January.  It  had  called  at 
different  places  on  the  coast  of  Malabar,  and  fought  with  many  of 
the  pirates.  On  the  15th  May  it  had  reached  Mauritius. 

November  1. — Meeting  of  Council.  Memorial  of  some  of  the 
elders  and  deacons  of  Stellenbosch  presented  as  follows.  Peti- 
tioners humbly  show  “ that  with  hearty  grief  and  sorrow  they  had 
for  some  time  back  seen  that  their  church  had  been  destitute  of  a 
minister,  and  the  Holy7  Sacrament  not  administered  at  the 
ordinai-y  seasons  and  in  a proper  way.  They  therefore  approach 
the  Council  with  the  humble  request  that  their  Honours  may  be 
pleased  to  make  the  necessary  provision,  and  send  to  the  congre- 
gation of  Stellenbosch,  and  also  to  that  of  Drakenstein,  the  Rev. 
godly  and  highly  learned  Engelbertus  Franc  iscus  le  Boucq, 
minister  of  the  divine  word,  at  present  unemployed  and  living  at 
the  Cape,  in  order  to  preach  in  a proper  manner  to  the  two  con- 
gregations, to  comfort  them,  and  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to 
rebuke  them."  (Signed  by)  ^T.  G.  de  Grevenbroeck,  ex-elder; 
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Jao.  van  dor  Hoyden,  W.  Pretorius,  elders;  P.  van  der  Byl, 
A.  Gildenhuys,  Pierre  Rochefort,  Mille  Nel,  A.  Tas,  deacons. 

It  was  decided  to  inform  the  petitioners  that  if  the  congregations 
mentioned  wished  the  Sacrament  administered,  the  Rev.  Bek 
would  be  sent  to  them  for  the  purpose,  but  not  the  Rev.  le  Boucq, 
whose  pay  and  emoluments  had  been  written  off,  because  he  was  not 
inclined  any  longer  to’ fill  the  pulpit;  and  for  other  reasons  besides. 

A petition  sent  by  the  Church  Council  of  Drakenstein  in  the 
French  language  was  ordered  to  be  translated. 

The  Administrator  refers  to  the  vote  taken  in  the  case  of  Rev. 
le  Boucq  on  the  29t,h  September,  and  also  to  a despatch  of  the 
Seventeen  to  Batavia  dated  26th  November,  1696,  in  which  they 
approved  of  the  suspension  and  the  writing  off  of  the  salaries  of 
the  ministers  Wilhelmus  Wyngaarden  and  Andries  Lambertus 
Loderus,  the  one  because  he  had  refused  to  proceed  to  Amboina, 
whither  he  had  been  ordered  from  Batavia  to  take  charge  of  the 
churches  there,  and  the  other  sent  up  from  Banda  because  he  had 
refused  to  visit  the  S.E.  Islands,  notwithstanding  he  had  been 
nominated  for  that  duty  by  the  Church  Council ; and  further 
declined  the  i-equest  of  the  deputies  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Wal- 
cheren,  both  as  regards  the  restoration  of  the  two  aforesaid 
ministers,  and  also  that  the  former  minister  Gordon  might  for  the 
sake  of  commiseration  and  Christian  charity  receive  and  enjoy  his 
salary.  All  this  was  read  up  literally  by  the  secretary  to  the 
meeting,  but  no  one  felt  disposed  to  alter  his  vote  of  the  29th 
September;  Mr.  d’Ableing  therefore  as  President  made  use  of 
his  casting  vote  in  favour  of  Iris  resolution. 

Gerrit  Janse  van  Aard  to  pay  the  Company  Rds.  50  for  the 
passage  of  his  wife  and  two  children  to  the  Cape. 

The  ordinary  annual  writing  off  ordered  as  requested. 

November  5. — The  following  sentences  carried  out.  Caesar  of 
Macassar,,  28 ; Aaron  of  Bengal,  20  ; and  Sato  of  Macassar, 
slaves  of  the  burgher  D.  Vtrmey,  voluntardy  confessed,  &e., 
that  about  eight  weeks  ago  they  had  agreed  to  abscond  to  the 
interior;  that  accordingly  they  killed  a wether  of  their  master  on 
Thursday  after  supper  as  food  for  the  journey ; that  during  that 
night  they  went  as  far  as  Soutvliet,  as  they  said,  the  place  of  the 
Hon.  W.  A.  v.  d.  Stel  near  Salt  River ; that  they  rested  there  during 
the  night;  that  the  two  first  prisoners  told  the  third  to  remain 
and  take  care  of  the  things,  as  they  intended  to  search  for  more 
comrades ; that  he  therefore  remained  concealed  in  the  brushwood 
in  the  neighbourhood  ; that  thereupon  Caesar  and  Aaron  went  to 
the  homestead  of  Jurgen  Potkivit,  whose  condition  was  well 
known  to  Caesar,  who  had  on  the  previous  Sunday  stolen  there  a 
blunderbuss  during  Potkivit’s  absence  ; that  having  arrived  at  a 
spot  near  Jan  de  Wasser’s  saltpan,  and  finding  Potkivit  asleep  in 
the  kraal,  Caesar  and  Aaron  awoke  him  crying  “ Dutchman ! 
Dutchman!’'  that  thereupon  Potkivit  awoke  and  asked  them 
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what  they  wanted  ; that  they  replied  “ the  ‘ tweede  stem  ’ wishes 
to  make  kraals  here,  you  must  depart  ” ; that  Potkivit  replied,  “ 1 
will  not  leave  before  having  given  notice  to  my  employer  (aan 
den  Heer),”  and  that  he  would  do  so  next  day,  as  it  was  now  too 
late  ; that  Caesar  then  hit  him  with  a knobkerrie  on  the  head,  so 
that  he  fell  forward  and  the  blood  ran  down  his  head ; that  Jurgen 
having  again  risen  Avas  again  beaten  by  them  ; that  he  again  fell 
down  among  the  brushwood,  where  he  lay  until  the  eveniug ; that 
having  been  found  by  one  of  his  boys  and  the  slaves  of  Jacob 
Cnoet  he  was  carried  into  his  hut  (see  his  declaration) ; that  Cfesar 
and  Aaron  thinking  that  they  had  killed  him,  as  he  did  not 
breathe  and  Cfesar  could  not  feel  his  heart  beating,  had  left 
the  spot  quite  at  ease,  assured  that  he  was  dead  ; that  they  took 
Avith  them  a gun,  coat,  pair  of  trousers,  a loaf,  two  bags  of  powder 
and  lead,  also  a powder  horn  ; that  they  therefore  thought  that 
they  had  done  what  they  had  agreed  to  do,  as  they  had  intended 
to  kill  Jurgen  in  order  the  better  to  conceal  their  thefts  ; that 
about  sunset  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  Sato  was  with  their 
booty ; that  they  told  him  that  they  had  killed  a Dutchman,  and 
taken  the  things  from  his  hut ; that  they  went  that  same  night  to 
the  Tygerbergeu,  Avhere  they  remained  three  days  and  nights  ; 
that  they  proceeded  to  the  Paardeberg ; that  Cfesar,  Avhilst  Aaron 
and  Sato  waited  a little  distance  off,  Aveut  to  the  post  of  their 
master’s  son,  taking  thence  two  slaves,  viz.,  Polak  and  Moses  ; that 
thereupon  the  five  decided  to  proceed  to  the  Hottentot  Nation — the 
Namaquas;  that  by  accident  they  Avere  separated,  and  the  three 
prisoner’s  fell  into  the  hands  of  justice. 

All  this  being  a notorious  desertion  and  barbarously  cruel  con- 
duct, though  not  accompanied  by  murder, — which  however  Cfesar 
and  Aaron  would  have  committed  on  the  old  man  if  they  had 
known  that  by  the  Providence  of  Cod  his  breath  had  not  departed 
from  him — nevertheless  by  theft,  spoliation  and  burglary,  com- 
mitted by  slaves  on  an  European  in  the  open  country,  which  are 
matters  of  most  terrible  and  pernicious  results,  not  to  be  tolerated 
in  a country  where  justice  is  maintained,  but  to  be  checked  and 
punished  with  the  utmost  rigour,  as  an  example  aud  terror  to 
others  for  the  safety  of  the  highways,  especially  in  the  country — 
the  Court  decides  that  the  three  prisoners  shall  be  brought  to 
the  place  of  execution  ; that  Caesar  shall  be  placed  on  a cross 
and  broken  alive  ; Aaron  hanged,  and  each  to  have  a kirie  above 
his  head;  Caesar’s  body  to  be  placed  on  a Avheel  at  the  outside 
place  of  execution,  and  that  of  Aaron  to  be  hanged  there  on 
the  gallows  until  both  are  destroyed  by  the  birds  of  heaven  and 
the  aii’.  Sato  to  stand  under  the  galloivs  with  the  rope  round  his 
neck,  he  well  scourged,  branded  on  the  right  cheek,  and  so  sent 
home  to  his  master.  All  the  prisoners  to  pay  the  costs. 

November  8. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important.  The 
harvest  promises  this  year  to  be  very  fair. 


November  9. — Tlie  Corporal  stationed  at  Saldanha  Bay  brought 
in  five  male  and  three  female  slaves  belonging  to  some  freemen, 
who  had  deserted  from  their  masters  some  weeks  ago.  They  had,  as 
is  said,  perpetrated  some  enormous  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 
They  were  locked  up. 

November  11. — The  Fiscal  busy  examining  two  female  and  one 
male  slave  among  the  eight  fugitives  sent  in  from  Saldanha  Bay. 
They  had  already  confessed  that  five  of  their  accomplices  had  during 
their  desertion  committed  two  horrible  murders  in  the  country,  one 
on  a herd,  a slave  of  the  burgher  Joh.  Heufko  (see  13th  October), 
and  another  14  days  later  on  an  Englishman  on  loan  as  servant 
to  the  ex-Burgher  Councillor  H.  Iiusing  in  the  Gfroene  Kloof. 

November  14. — Examination  continued. 

November  15. — Meeting  of  Council.  Some  coal  to  be  landed 
from  the  “ Zuyddorp.” 

Capt.  John  Cameel  allowed  to  take  his  leaky  English  East  India 
Company’s  ship  “Panther”  to  Saldanha  Bay  for  repairs,  consider- 
ing the  damage  which  the  Company  would  sustain  if  that  vessel 
were  to  sink  in  the  roadstead.  As  the  Company’s  vessels  are  all 
engaged  burning  train  oil,  none  can  be  allowed  him  for  assistance, 
but  he  receives  permission  to  hire  the  boat  of  Joh.  Phyffer. 

Examination  of  the  prisoners  continued. 

November  18. — Examination  continued,  the  fifth  culprit  brought 
to  confession. 

November  19. — The  sixth  culprit  partly  confesses  the  murder 
)f  the  shepherd.  On  the  following  day  the  seventh  likewise 
confessed. 

November  22. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

Return  of  Jan  Hartogh,  sent  out  three  weeks  ago  with  a corporal 
and  four  soldiers,  two  baggage  wagons,  four  drivers  and  some 
Hottentots,  to  barter  some  cattle  for  the  Company.  He  brought  back 
220  young  oxen  and  242  sheep.  About  100  of  the  oxen  are  fit  for 
the  yoke.  The  expedition  had  no  hostile  encounter,  nor  received 
bad  treatment  from  the  Hottentots.  That  nation , however , feared  the 
freemen  terribly.  They  had  not  gone  further  than  the  Hottentot 
Captain  Coopman  and  the  nation  called  Sousequas,  about  40 
Dutch  miles  away  from  the  Castle. 

November  23  — The  eighth  slave,  the  ringleader  aud  chief 
offender,  confessed  to  the  perpetration  of  the  two  horrible  murders 
of  the  shepherd  and  the  European,  so  that  now  all  have  confessed. 

November  25  and  26  — Further  examination  of  the  criminals. 
The  second  criminal  adheres  to  his  confession,  but  shows  great 
contrition. 

N.B. — Refer  to  Resolution  of  November  30  and  December  1 
(the  case  of  Jan  Lading)  not  given  here. 

December  1. — Meeting  of  Court,  of  Justice.  (Something  remark- 
able occurred  between  the  Landdrost  and  Fiscal,  to  be  found  in 
the  minutes  of  that  Court. 


December  8.— Court  of  Justice  tries  a case  between  the  Land- 
drost  and  a certain  freeman  of  Stellenbosch. 

December  13. — Meeting  of  Council.  As  on  the  21st  June  it  had 
been  decided  not  to  allow  the  request  of  Mr.  W.  A.  van  der  Stel 
to  postpone  everything  connected  with  the  farm  “ Vergelegeu”  until 
a reply  had  been  received  from  the  Directors,  but  only  that  the 
breaking  down  of  the  dwelling  house  and  the  sale  of  the  land 
should  be  left  in  abeyance  until  the  arrival  of  the  new  Governor 
Van  Assenburg;  and  as  it  was  further  decided  to  inform  the 
ex-Goveruor  by  a deputation  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  boar  in 
mind  the  orders  of  the  masters,  who  had  disapproved  of  the  grant 
of  the  said  land,  and  wished  that  it  should  be  restored  to  the 
Company  with  the  whole  plantation  on  the  same  ; anl  further  that 
he  might  be  pleased  to  take  care  that  nothing  of  the  plantation 
be  injured,  but  everything  left  in  the  state  in  which  it  had 
been  found,  as  long  as  his  servants  and  slaves  remained  there  ; 
and  as  we  have  been  told  that  his  Honour  had  the  lands  ploughed 
and  sown  (after  he  had  been  made  aware  of  the  order  of  the 
Directors)  with  a large  quantity  of  grain,  the  harvest  of  which  is 
at  hand,  it  was  after  mature  deliberation  decided  to  send  the 
garrison  book-keeper,  Jac.  Cruse,  and  secretary,  W.  Helot,  as  a 
deputation  to  him  in  the  country  in  order  to  inform  him  in 
civil  terms  that  he  is  not  to  gather  the  harvest  before  it  lias  been 
properly  valued  in  quantity  and  quality  by  commissioners  deputed 
for  the  purpose,  who  shall  properly  report  to  us.  A copy  of  this 
resolution  to  be  banded  to  his  Honour.  (Signed  by)  J.  C. 
d’Ableing,  J.  Blesius,  O.  Berg,  A.  v.  lieede,  W.  Corssenaar,  J. 
Cruse,  W.  v.  Putten,  W.  Helot,  Councillor  and  Secretary. 

December  Id  — Some  cattle  and  clothing  serit  to  Robben  Island. 

December  15. — This  day  the  Council  published  the  following 
warning.  As  it  has  often  been  found  that  horses  and  cattle  left 
at  large  during  the  night,  stray  to  the  newly  made  outworks  of 
this  fortress,  climb  on  the  earthen  embankments  tread  down  a 
large  portion  of  the  same,  and  so  destroy  them,  therefore  the 
Acting  Governor  and  Council,  in  order  to  prevent  further  mischief 
and  loss,  give  warning  to  all  within  the  Cape  District,  and  those  from 
the  country  who  travel  to  this  Castle  with  wagons,  horses,  and 
cattle,  not  to  allow  their  animals  during  the  night  to  run  about 
near  the  Castle,  but  to  confine  them  properly,  or  otherwise  take 
care  of  them.  “ Let  every  one  take  warning.'’ 

December  16. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “Anna”  fromLondon 
on  the  24th  August  last,  bringing  news  that  Toulon  had  been 
taken  on  the  laud  side  by  Prince  Eugeuius  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
with  an  army  of  30,000  men  ; and  from  the  sea  side  by  the  Dutch 
and  English ; and  that  many  French  war  ships  of  the  first  class 
had  been  burnt  in  that  harbour.  But  this  requires  confirmation 
as  they  obtained  the  news  at  sea.  They  also  reported  that  our  latest 
return  fleet  had  not  yet  arrived,  and  that  14  French  war  ships  had 
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•put  out  to  sea  to  intercept  them,  from  which  calamity  may  Heaven 
defend  them. 

December  17. — The  following  sentences  were  carried  out 
Whereas  Augustyn  of  Batavia,  21 — 22  years  old  ; Titus  and  Aaron 
of  Cochin,  35 — 36  and  10—11  ; the  latter  known  as  little  Aaron  ; 
Marie  of  Madagascar  (large  Marie),  18 — 20,  slaves  of  the 
burgher  M.  Ley  ; Marie  of  Bengal  (small  Marie),  20 — 21,  slave 
of  the  burgher  H,  Meyboom  ; Antonie  of  Bengal,  30  ; slave  of 
the  burgher  F.  van  der  Lind,  Aaron  of  Cochin  (large  Aaron),  slave 
of  the  burgher  Matthys  Wigman,  25 — 26;  and  Jannetje  of  the 
Cape,  slave  of  the  assistant  Elias  Kina,  16 — 17  years  old,  now 
prisoners,  did  confess,  &c.,  that  about  10  or  11  weeks  ago  they  had 
absconded  on  a Sunday  night,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Madagascar  ; 
that  for  the  purpose  they  took  with  them  a bayonet,  “ plamper,” 
four  or  five  knives,  four  loaves,  a large  flat  cheese,  a bottle  of  brandy 
and  some  clothes  of  the  assistant  Gr.  van  Baarsenburg;  that  the  same 
night  they  arrived  with  two  infants  of  the  two  Maries,  in  the  kloof 
beyond  the  ridge  of  the  Wind  or  Devil’s  Mountain,  where  they 
remained  seven  days  until  the  Sunday  evening  : that  they  then 
decided  to  leave  ; that  Augustyn,  large  Aaron,  Titus,  Antonie 
and  large  Marie  preceded,  followed  by  Jannetje,  small  Marie  and 
small  Aiirmi  carrying  some  goods  some  way  behind ; that  the  latter 
waited  for  the  former  at  the  Salt  River  near  the  poles,  who  before 
crossing  had  met  the  slave  herd  of  Job.  Heuffken  lying  in  the  veld 
in  charge  of  the  sheep ; that  the  four  boys  thereupon  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Marie  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Augustyn  decided  to  kill 
him  aud  so  more  safely  obtain  some  sheep  for  their  sustenance ; 
that  Augustjm  attacked  the  herd  when  he  awoke  and  looked 
about  for  his  sheep,  and  held  him  by  the  hair ; that  large  Aaron 
assisting,  pulled  his  feet  from  under  him ; that  the  herd  then  fell, 
and  Titus  also  joining,  his  hands  were  bound;  that  the  latter  having 
rolled  up  his  handkerchief  gave  it  to  Augustyn  who  forced  it  into 
the  mouth  of  the  overpowered  herd  in  order  to  prevent  him  from 
making  a noise  ; that  thereupon  Augustyn,  cut  the  throat  of  the 
helpless  sufferer,  tore  out  the  larynx  and  threw  it  on  the  ground  ; 
that  having  murdered  the  herd  in  the  presence  of  Marie,  they 
turned  out  his  pockets  and  took  from  them  a small  white  bag  with 
money,  concealing  the  body  in  the  rushes  about  20  yards  away  ; 
that  hindered  by  some  persons  seen  on  the  road  cot  far  away,  the 
five  prisoners  crept  away  through  the  bushes  without  taking  any 
sheep  with  them;  that  they  then  took  their  course  through 
Salt  Kiver  at  the  poles  and  so  joined  Jannetje,  small  Marie,  and 
small  Aaron,  when  Augustyn  divided  the  money  among  them, 
— the  four  murderers — giviug  to  big  Aaron  and  Antonie  each 
eight,  and  to  Titus  six  skillings,  keeping  the  rest  uncounted  for  him- 
self ; that  all  spent  the  night  in  the  bushes  near  the  beach,  and  after 
wandering  about  the  veld  some  time,  they  observed  in  the 
“ Gtroene  Kloof  ” a European  having  with  him  two  dogs  and  a gun 
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on  his  shoulder;  that  the  four  big  boys  then  first  sharpened  their 
knives  on  a flat  stone  and  then  pocketed  them;  that  the  eight  thou 
proceeded  towards  the  man,  the  four  first  with  the  determination 
to  kill  him ; that  when  they  had  reached  him,  they  had  asked  for 
some  water  to  drink  ; tuat  the  European  brought  them  to  a 
fountain ; that  all  drank  from  it ; that  Augustyn  asked  the  man 
for  a pipe  of  tobacco,  which  he  obtained  ; that  the  four  big  boys 
smoked  it  in  turns  sitting  on  the  ground ; that  when  the  European 
was  loading  his  gun  and  standing  erect,  Augustyn,  Titus,  Antonie 
and  big  Aaron  attacked  him  so  violently  that  the  gun  went  off 
during  the  wrestle  without  injuring  any  one  ; that  the  four  threw 
the  European  on  the  ground ; that  Antonie  held  his  legs ; that 
the  European  urgently  begging  for  his  life,  promised  to  let  them 
go  and  not  capture  them ; that  Titus  again  rolled  up  the  hand- 
kerchief used  against  the  murdered  herd,  and  gave  it  to  Augustyn 
who  forced  it  into  the  mouth  of  the  Euiopean  that  he  might  make 
no  outcry  ; that  Jannetje,  who  with  little  Marie  and  little  Aaron 
stood  some  yards  off,  said,  in  consequence  of  the  miserable  wailing 
of  the  European,  to  the  first  named  prisoner,  “ Ausgustj  u ! let  the 
man  loose,  there  are  people  coming,”  although  she  had  seen  or 
perceived  no  one  ; that  Augustyn  as  head  and  captain  wishing  to 
proceed  with  his  murderous  work,  answered “ Maski,”  though  three 
or  four  may  come,  I am  not  afraid ; that  Augustyn  and  big  Aaron 
struck  with  their  knives  at  the  man’s  neck  ; that  the  victim  kicked 
Antonie,  who  held  his  feet,  so  that  he  fell  backward  ; that  there- 
upon getting  angry  he  struck  him  with  a soldier's  cutlass  in  the  thigh 
whilst  Augustyn  was  cutting  his  throat ; that  big  Marie  held  the 
European’s  hand  with  both  her  own  by  order  of  Augustyn  ; that 
Titus  sat  on  his  body  ; that  the  miserable  sufferer  so  cruelly  and 
ferociously  treated,  found  his  hand  let  loose  by  Marie ; that 
Augustyn  and  Aaron  ripped  up  his  stomach  below  the  navel  and 
took  out  the  entrails  ; that  Titus  threw  them  away  ; that 
Augustyn  cut  off  the  murdered  man’s  left  hand  and  threw  it 
away  ; that  thereupon  the  four  big  boys  lifted  him  by  the  legs  and 
cut  off  the  flesh  from  the  hips ; that  they  then  by  turns  smashed 
all  the  bones  with  the  gun  and  threw  them  a "way  separately  ; that 
consequently  the  gun  was  broken  ; that  Augustyn  broke  his  knife 
and  wounded  his  hand  while  they  were  still  busy  giving  the 
body  some  stabs  in  the  face ; that  little  Aaron  who  was  afraid 
and  could  not  bear  to  witness  this  murderous  work,  stood  some 
distance  off  with  Jannetje  and  little  Marie ; that  little  Marie 
clapped  her  hands  whilst  beholding  this  horrible  work,  and  called  to 
Augustyn  “ tyn  bon,  tyn  bon,  Augustyn!  tyn  bon!”  that  they 
had  treated  this  European  so  cruelly  that  he  should  not  be  recog- 
nized. and  to  make  people  believe  that  he  had  been  killed  by  a 
wild  beast ; that  after  this  damnable  and  barbarous  murder  and 
cruel  conduct  they  removed  to  some  distance  from  the  body,  and  sat 
down  in  the  veld ; that  A.ugustyn  cut  and  ate  some  Hottentot 
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figs  with  his  bloody  knife  and  hands  ; that  thereupon  Jannetje 
seeing  it  said  to  him— “ Fie,  Augustyn  ! why  do  you  not  wash 
the  knife  ? ” that  Augustyn  replied — “ Maski , I wish  to  drink  that 
blood  ako,  for  then  I become  strong  that  this  was  confirmed  by 
Aaron,  who  said  “ that  is  true  that  the  eight  prisoners  with  their 
two  small  children  thereupon  went  to  Saldanha  Bay,  and  were 
captured  by  the  Company’s  postholder  and  some  Hottentots ; 
that  Jannetje  a few  days  later,  after  having  been  told  that 
they  were  to  be  taken  to  the  Cape,  confessed  both  murders  ; 
that  at  the  suggestion  of  Augustyn  they  had  finally  decided, 
if  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  only  to  confess  the  last  murder  ; 
and  that  at  last  they  were  brought  prisoners  to  the  Castle.”  All 
this  being  two  frightful  cruel,  unheard  of,  horrible  and  barbarous 
murders  which  make  the  hair  of  a rational  being  to  stand  on  end, 
and  his  entrails  to  shudder  and  freeze, — perpetrated  by  the 
prisoners  named,  in  the  most  inhuman,  abominable  and  blood- 
thirsty manner  on  a sleeping  herd  who  had  not  molested  them  in 
the  slightest  manner,  and  on  a European,  from  whom  they  had 
received  nothing  but  kindness, — a cruel  murder  accompanied  with 
desertion  and  theft,  the  first  cause  of  their  misdeeds, — they  having 
had  no  other  object  than  stealing  and  murdering — evident  from 
the  stolen  articles  carried  with  them,  - and  in  truth  crimes  of  the 
most  horrible  consequences,  crying  for  vengeance,  and  which  in  a 
land  where  justice  and  righteousness,  maintained  as  pillars  of  the 
public  peace,  are  administered  and  upheld,  may  not  be  tolerated, 
suffered  or  connived  at,  but  must  be  punished  with  the  utmost 
rigour  and  the  severest  death  punishment  conceivable ; therefore 
the  Court,  &c.,  decides  that  the  prisoners  shall  be  brought  to  the 
place  of  execution  ; that  Augustyn,  Titus,  big  Aaron,  and  Antonie 
shall  be  placed  on  the  wheel  and  receive  eight  blows,  being  broken 
alive  without  the  mercy  stroke  ; that  the  flesh  of  Augustyn  shall 
be  pinched  out  from  four  distinct  parts  of  his  body  with  red  hot 
tongs  ; and  that  all  shall  remain  lying  so  on  the  wheel  until  they 
have  given  up  the  ghost ; that  big  Marie  shall  be  strangled  with  a 
cord  through  a pole  until  dead,  and  the  five  dead  bodies  left  on  a 
wheel  at  the  outside  plaoe  of  execution  until  destroyed  by  the 
birds  of  the  air.  Jannetje,  little  Marie,  and  little  Aaron  to  staud 
under  the  gallows  with  the  halter  round  their  necks  and  behold 
the  execution,  and  after  that  to  be  scourged  ; the  two  female  slaves 
to  be  branded  on  the  cheek  and  sent  home  in  chains.  The  Court 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  five  first  prisoners  and  the  owners  those  of 
the  three  last.  (Signed  by)  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  0.  Berg,  A.  v.  Reede, 
J.  Swellengrebel,  W.  v.  Putten,  A.  J.  Slotsboo,  J.  Brommert,  C. 
Botrna,  H.  Donker,  A.  Poulle,  Secretary. 

December  20. — Meeting  of  Council.  Deputation  submit  report 
of  their  interview  with  ex-Grovernor  van  der  Stel.  Decided  to 
let  it  staud  over  for  the  mature  consideration  of  the  members. 

The  Directors  having  made  an  agreement  for  three  years  with  H. 
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Ilusing  for  the  supply  of  meat  to  the  Company,  his  contract  is  to 
commence  on  the  1st  January  next,  but  said  Husing  not  having  as 
yet  returned  from  Europe,  the  provisional  contractor,  Diepenauw, 
undertakes  to  continue  the  supply  until  the  end  of  January. 

December  24. — Meeting  of  Council.  M.  Ley  approved  of  as 
elder  for  the  Cape,  vice  Cornells  Botma. 

Report  considered  of  the  deputation  sent  to  ex-Governor  van 
der  Stel.  He  had  complained  of  the  harsh  proceedings  against 
him,  and  protested  against  the  sentence  in  the  resolution  of  the 
13th , viz. : “ As  wo  have  been  told  that  his  Honour  had  the 
lands  ploughed  and  sown  after  he  had  been  made  aware  of  the 
orders  of  the  Directors,  &c.”  The  land  referred  to  had  been 
sown  long  before  the  receipt  of  those  orders.  During  all  his 
troubles  he  had  remained  at  the  Cape  without  thinking  of  the 
needs  of  his  farm  The  servants  had  in  the  meantime  as  usual 
proceeded  with  sowing;  and  at  the  time  nothing  was  said  about 
it,  much  less  had  it  been  forbidden.  The  letter  of  the  Directors 
mentioned  no  fixed  time  in  which  the  orders  regarding  the  farm 
had  to  be  carried  out,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Council 
he  had  asked  for  mitigation  of  the  decision  Neither  did  the 
letter  mention  anything  about  corn,  which  b asides,  cannot  fall 
under  the  name  of  plantation,  and  he  therefore  urgently  requested 
that  the  resolution  of  the  13th  might  be  cancelled.  He  added 
that  he  was  drawing  no  pay  or  rations,  &c.  whatever  from  the 
Company,  and  still  had  to  maintain  a large  number  of  slaves  and 
other  servants.  He  therefore  thought  it  but  fair  to  sow  some  corn 
for  them.  If  the  Council,  however,  would  not  entertain  this 
request,  he  begged  that  the  land  might  be  let  to  him  for  the 
time  at  a fair  prioe,  in  order  to  be  able  to  gather  the  harvest 
freely,  whilst  otherwise  it  would  be  like  taking  the  bread  out 
of  his  mouth.  And  finally,  if  the  Council  were  not  pleased  to 
have  any  consideration,  but  proceeded  as  harshly  as  possible  in 
every  thing,  that  he  then  could  only  reply — ‘ I hear  and  see,’ 
and  that  he  would  further  await  everything  with  patience.” 

It  was  resolved  to  adhere  to  the  resolution  of  the  13th,  as 
Mr  van  der  Stel  had  not  adduced  anything  to  show  that  it  should 
be  amended  in  any  way,  or  that  the  Directors’  orders  should  be 
departed  from.  The  latter  only  had  the  power  to  dispose  of 
the  business  in  a manner  favourable  to  the  Governor ; who 
however  is  to  be  requested  to  state  how  much  had  been  sown 
before  the  orders  arrived,  when  the  case  will  be  re- considered  at  a 
future  period.  Already  on  the  21st  June,  it  had  been  decided 
not  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  everything  until  an  answer 
had  been  received  from  Holland  to  the  petition  of  Mr.  van  der  Stel, 
but  that  the  breaking  down  of  the  house  aud  sale  of  the  ground 
should  bo  poslponed  until  Governor  van  Assenburgh’s  arrival,  for 
reasons  mentioned  at  the  time.  (See  resolution  2 1st  June).  “But 
as  to  our  great  regret  and  anxiety  Governor  van  Assenburg  has 
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not  yet  arrived,  and  no  news  has  been  received  of  him,  whilst 
on  the  other  hand  the  return  fleet  will  be  here  in  a few  months, 
we  are  compelled  by  its  means  to  account  to  our  masters  for  our 
conduct  in  this  matter.”  Therefore  the  Council  decided  to  send 
the  deputation  again  to  the  Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  still  in 
the  country,  in  order  to  notify  to  His  Honour  in  proper  and  civil 
terms,  to  prepare  himself  to  evacuate  the  homestead  and  lands  for 
the  Company  before  the  end  of  next  January,  and  further  to  submit 
to  the  pleasure  of  the  Directors,  as  known  to  him  ; as  the  powers  of 
the  Council  do  not  permit  it  to  allow  a further  extension  of  time. 
Any  objections  which  he  might  have,  he  should  be  pleased  to 
communicate  to  the  Council  in  writing. 

Notwithstanding  the  continuous  N.W.  and  W.  winds  the 
summer  ships  with  Governor  L.  v.  Assenburg  do  not  make  their 
appearance  ; 1 lis  arrival  is  anxiously  expected  by  the  Administrator 
and  all  well-disposed  servants  of  the  Company,  and  great  anxiety 
is  felt. 

December  31  .—Meeting  of  the  Council.  Report  of  the  deputation 
appointed  on  the  24th  to  communicate  with  Mr.  v.  d.  Stel  : — “ That 
having  been  deputed  to  call  on  the  ex- Governor  they  had  done  so, 
and  been  told  by  him  that  he  adhered  to  the  replies  already  given 
by  him.  The  deputation  thereupon  delivered  to  him  their  message, 
and  the  Governor  in  reply  delivered  in  their  bauds  the  accom- 
panying declarations  (see  Yol.  of  Attestations)  to  prove  his  right 
to  the  crops  on  his  late  farm,  now  being  cut  by  him.  These 
documents  we  were  to  deliver  to  you  with  the  request  that  you  might 
he  graoiously  pleased  to  consider  them.  With  reference  to  his 
removal  from  the  farm  about  the  end  of  January,  Ilis  Honour 
wished  the  time  extended  until  the  end  of  February,  so  that  instead 
of  one,  he  might  have  two  months’  time  allowed  him,  when  he 
would  he  in  a proper  condition  to  obey  your  orders.  On  this 
his  Honour  is  desirous  of  awaiting  a favourable  and  affirmative 
answer.  This  ended  our  commission,  and  we  have  the  honour  to 
submit  our  proceedings.”  (Signed  by)  W.  Corssenaar  and  W.  v. 
rut  ten,  31st  December,  1707. 

The  case  was  considered  by  the  Council,  and  in  the  first  place 
the  request  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  remain  until  the  end  of 
February,  as  he  pressed  it  so  urgently.  The  first  to  express  Ins 
opinion  was  the  lion.  J.  Blesius,  Fiscal  Independent, — he 
said  he  felt  no  difficulty  in  the  matter,  as  regards  the  prolonga- 
tion until  the  end  of  February,  as  Mr.  v.  d.  Stel  so  urgently 
requested  it.  Thereupon  the  Administrator  replied,  “ Sir,  then  I 
will  not  be  able  to  execute  all  these  matters,  as  I will  then  have 
ruy  hands  full  of  work  with  the  outward  bound  and  return 
ships  here  at  the  same  time;  hut  I do  not  know  what  you 
(Mynheer)  have  to  do.”  And  again,"  1 find  you  novf  quite 
otherwise  than  last  time,  when  you  proposed  it  yourself  that  Mr. 
v.  d.  Stel  should  be  obliged  to  remove  from  ‘ Yergelegen  ’ before 
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the  end  of  January.  Or  is  it  that  the  request  of  that  gentlemen 
made  to  you  through  Monsieur  Cruse  lias  made  you  change  so 
much  and  softened  your  heart,  without  any  further  reasons  having 
been  adduced?”  Upon  that  the  Fiscal  rose  from  his  chair  in 
anger,  and  after  having  said— “ I have  no  wish  to  listen  to  such 
reproaches  any  longer,  and  you  may  write  about  it  to  the  Father- 
land,”  he  loft  the  council  hall  and  passed  through  the  door  with- 
out returning.  Upon  that  the  Administrator  put  the  question  to 
each  member  at  the  board  whether  he  might  not  have  given  the 
Fiscal  such  cause  as  to  have  moved  him  to  that  decision  and  its 
execution.  Unanimously  the  answer  was  “No  !”  upon  which  the 
Administrator  said  that  he  protested  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Hon.  Fiscal,  and  the  troubles  which  might  result  from  it  in  the 
future. 

After  this  the  declaration  was  considered,  made  by  two  persons 
and  dated  27th  inst.,  the  one  a farm  labourer,  t lie  other  a wagon 
driver  in  the  service  of  Mr.  v.  d.  Stel.  It  stated  that  the  laud  in 
question  had  already  been  ploughed  in  April  last,  and  that  every 
plot  had  been  sown  before  they  heard  of  the  orders  of  the 
Directors  received  here  on  the  16th  of  that  month,  who  had 
been  pleased  to  take  back  the  lands  unto  themselves.  Only  one 
muid  of  corn  had  been  sown  after  the  orders  had  been  received, 
whilst  nine  muids  intended  for  sowing  had  been  left  unsown. 

After  consideration  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  let  the  two 
persons  mentioned  come  up  to  the  Castle  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
order  that  their  declaration  might  be  read  over  to  them  before  the 
Court  of  Justice,  and  that  after  a strict  examination  they  might 
swear  to  them. 

The  request  of  Mr.  v.  d.  Stel  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  remain 
at  “ Vergelegen  ” until  the  end  of  February  was  now  considered. 
But  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  adhere  to  the  resolution  of 
the  24th  inst.,  based  on  that  of  the  21st  June  this  year. 

Election  of  new  Officers. — Claas  Hendrik  Diepenauw  and  Hendrik 
Bouman  to  be  Burgher  Councillors,  vice  Guilliam  Heems  (deceased) 
and  II.  Donker. 

As  Orphan  Masters  were  selected  to  represent  the  Company,  J. 
Brommert  and  K.  J.  Slotsboo,  vice  W.  v.  Putten  and  P.  de  Meyer; 
and  to  represent  the  burghers,  H Dooker  and  M.  Ley,  vice  G. 
Heems  and  H.  Bouman. 

Commissioners  of  Petty  Cases. — W.  v.  Putten  to  be  president, 
vice  W.  Corssenaar,  and  as  Commissioners,  K.  J.  Slotsboo  and  P. 
de  Meyer,  vice  J.  Brommert  and  J.  de  Wit.  As  president  of  the 
Marriage  Board,  Jac.  Cruse  vice  A.  v.  Reede ; as  commissioners, 
J.  Brommert  and  Nic.  Oortmans  (the  latter  from  the  burghers), 
vice  K.  J.  Slotsboo  and  H.  Donker. 

A fine  sea-wind  and  a beautiful  day.  God  the  Lord  be  praised 
and  thanked,  Who  has  by  His  abundant  blessing  been  pleased  to 
favour  us  with  a rich  harvest,  and  enabled  the  Company  to  dwell 
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in  peace  and  tranquillity,  both  with  some  foreign  nations  and 
these  native  Hottentots,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony 
who  were  in  these  troublous  times  saved  from  rebellion.  We 
pray  His  Almighty  Goodness  that  the  quarrels  and  disputes 
between  the  freemen  and  the  Company’s  servants  may  soon  be 
ended  in  the  interests  of  the  public;  that  love,  peace,  and  union 
mayone  day  be  established,  and  maintained  for  many  happy  years, 
which  may  we  live  to  see,  ending  happily  and  prosperously  ! 

1708. 

January  1st. — Sunday.  The  officei’s  of  the  Company  and  those 
of  the  freemen  congratulate  the  Administrator  J.  C.  d’Ableing 
between  8 and  9 a.m.  on  the  New  Year.  They  dine  with  him  at 
noon,  are  well  treated,  and  pass  the  afternoon  with  music  aud 
sweet  enjoyment,  unmarred  by  the  slightest  quarrel  or  discord,  as 
none  of  the  malcontent  freemen  were  present  or  did  their  duty  by 
oalling.  In  the  evening  the  guests  kindly  thanked  their  host  and 
left. 

January  3. — 'Meeting  of  Council.  Memorial  presented  by  the 
wives  of  the  burghers  Claas  H.  Diepenauw,  Jac.  v.  d.  Heiden, 
and  Jacob  de  Savoy,  viz. : Sarah  Tas,  Abigel  Yroom,  and  Maria 
Magdalena  le  Clercq.  It  was  signed  by  27  freemen  and  women, 
and  humbly  shewed  that  they  had  learned  with  regret  that  on  the 
27th  December  last  Maria  Lindenhovius,  wife  of  H.  Ilusing,  had 
been  placed  under  arrest  in  the  Castle.  That  her  husband  was 
burgher  and  Heemraad  at  the  Cape,  Captain  of  a band  of  burgher 
infantry,  and  Orphan  Master;  that  more  than  21  months  ago  he 
had  with  an  unheard  of,  very  violent  and  more  than  Dionysian 
tyranny  been  snatched  from  her  side,  from  his  house  and  his 
property,  by  order  of  the  Cape  tyrants,  and  sent  to  the  Fatherland 
in  the  “ Gansenhoef  ”;  that  he  had  at  once  been  declared  innocent  by 
the  Board  of  Seventeen,  with  all  bis  honest  fellow  burghers  who  had 
been  so  faithful  to  the  Company  and  this  community  ; that  the  wife 
of  this  our  honest,  pious,  and  faithful  fellow  burgher,  is  the  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  godfearing  and  very  learned  Adam  Lindenhovius, 
minister  of  the  Holy  Gospel  at  Overreest  in  Overyssel,  and  con- 
sequently a subject  of  their  High  Mightinesses, — whose  parents  and 
friends  have  sacrificed  their  blood  and  possessions  for  the  liberty 
of  the  Fatherland,  and  in  spite  of  all  tyrants — is  now  55  year's  old  ; 
that  nothing  can  bo  said  against  her  life  or  conduct ; that  she  is 
an  example  of  virtue  and  piety  to  all  Cape  women,  a member  of 
this  Reformed  Christian  congregation,  and  has  never  been 
summoned  before  any  judges;  that  therefore  they  felt  it  very 
severely  to  see  her  summoned  under  a dirty,  stinking  and  false 
pretext  before  the  Council’s  j udgment  seat, — whose  members  for  the 
most  part  had  so  unjustly  exiled  her  husband — after  that,  eight 
days  ago,  arrested  ami  finally  kept  a prisoner  iu  the  Castle,  only  to 


let  her  declare  on  oath  what  she  does  not  know,  and  what  the  Rev. 
le  Boucq,  faithful  minister  of  the  divine  word,  is  supposed  to  have 
said  sub  rosa,  during  a call  at  her  house  more  than  a month  ago, 
as  pretended  by  Mrs.  Maria  Engelbregt,  wife  of  the  late  Hercules 
van  Loon,  minister  of  Stellenbosch  ; and  whicli  words  escaped  her 
memory  as  mere  conversational  expressions.  That  moved  by 
Christian  pity  the  memorialists  humbly  pray  to  permit  the 
prisoner  to  be  released  on  bail  with  proper  security  of  her  person  and 
property,  and  on  the  condition  that  when  required,  she  shall  at  all 
times  be  ready  to  appear  before  the  Court ; and  that  moreover  the 
petitioners  are  prepared  in  solidum  to  bind  themselves  also  as  co-sure- 
ties, believing  that  thus  the  prisoner,  as  one  of  the  most  affluent 
citizens  of  the  Cape  will  be  protected  from  further  loss  and  inevitable 
ruin.  . . . (Signed  by)  Adam  Tas,  J.  G.  de  Greevenbroek 
Causarius  Miles,  Jacob  van  der  Heide,  Daniel  Seevenhoove,  P. 
van  der  Byl,  Wessel  Pretorius,  Ferdinandus  Appel,  Jacobus  Louw, 
Gr.  Soullier,  Joan  Rotterdam,  Yalentyn  Cleinfeld,  Steeven  Vermey, 
W.  Mensink,  Jacobus  de  Savoye,  P.  Meyer,  Elizabeth  van  Brakel, 
Hester  Winkel,  Aletta  ter  Mdllen,  Geertruy  Elbertsz,  ,mark  + 
of  Levina  Cloet,  Abigel  Vroom,  Maria  van  Brakel,  Judith  Kling, 
Aletta  van  Es,  M.  M.  !e  Clerq,  wife  of  Jacques  de  Savoye,  Aletta 
de  Savoye,  Sarah  Tas.  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  this  31st. 
December,  1707. 

The  Council  considers  that  it  is  filled  with  very  sharp,  calum- 
nious and  spiteful  expressions  against  this  Government,  and 
moreover  bristling  with  falsehood,  especially  in  the  following 
expression  : — “ That  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  December  last,  by  your 
order  Mrs.  Maria  Lindenhovius  was  civilly  arrested  and  kept  in 
the  Castle  by  your  orders.”  Whilst  the  fact  is  that  having 
refused  to  confirm  her  attestation,  made  by  requisition  of  the 
Administrator  Joan  Coruelis  d’Ableiug,  regarding  certain  libellous 
expressions  uttered  bv  the  minister  Engelbertus  Franciscus  le 
Boucq  at  her  house  and  in  her  presence,  against  the  Directors  and 
himself,  she  had  by  the  Court  of  Justice  been  ordered  to  remain  in 
arrest  at  her  own  house  for  eight  days,  and  in  case  of  further 
obstinacy  to  be  civilly  imprisoned  in  the  Castle  until  she  had 
confirmed  her  declaration  made,  and  if  required,  further  confirm 
the  same  by  oath.  The  Fiscal  had  presided  at  the  time  and  had 
carried  out  the  sentence.  Therefore  she  had  not  been  imprisoned 
by  the  Council  or  by  its  command  or  order. 

And  further  where  it  is  said  “ that  they  felt  it  very  severely  to 
see  her  summoned  under  a dirty,  stinking  and  false  pretext  before 
the  Council’s  judgment  seat,  the  majority  of  whose  members  had 
so  unjustly  exiled  her  husband.”  This  is  not  less  than  a vile, 
stinking  and  false  pretext,  for  the  honourable  woman  Maria 
Engelbrecht,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Hercules  van  Loon,  whose 
virtue  and  piety  are  irreproachable,  has  made  no  declaration  on 
oath  except  what  rests  on  sinoere  and  pure  grounds  of  truth. 
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stating  that  she  knew  of  the  matter  because  she  was  present  with 
Mrs.  Husing  when  the  Rev.  le  Boncq  uttered  the  libel  and  calumny. 
This  Mrs.  Husing  does  not  deny,  she  only  says  that  she  forgot 
the  whole  affair,  &c. 

It  was  therefore  decided  merely  to  answer  the  women  that  j ustice 
would  he  done  in  tire  matter.  And  as  the  Fiscal,  as  the  officer  of 
justice,  had  withdrawn  himself  from  the  meeting,  he  will  be  sup- 
plied with  a copj'  of  this  memorial,  when  the  Council  will  with  his 
assistance,  consider  the  matter. 

It  was  further  decided  to  give  notice  to  the  Rev.  le  Boucq, 
whose  pay  has  for  some  time  been  stopped,  and  who  still  lives 
in  the  minister’s  house  belonging  to  the  Company,  that  he  is 
this  week  to  make  a commencement  with  removing  from  the 
premises,  that  they  may  be  properly  put  in  order  for  the  minister 
expected  for  the  Cape.  Signed  at  the  Castle  by  J.  C.  d’Ableing, 
0.  Berg,  Adriaan  van  Reede,  W.  Corssenaar,  J.  Cruse,  W.  van 
Pntten,  W.  Helot,  councillor  and  secretary. 

January  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Hon.  ex-Grovernor  W. 
A.  van  der  Stel  having  been  charged  by  the  Directors  in  their 
despatch  of  the  30th  October,  1706,  with  having  taken  some 
sheep  from  the  people  under  the  pretext  of  securing  wool  sheep 
which  might  be  shorn  for  the  Company,  and  the  said  Directors 
having  ordered  that  f4  should  be  refunded  to  the  owners  for  each 
animal,  so  taken,  all  which  was  communicated  to  his  Honour  by  us 
on  the  16th  J une  last  year ; the  said  ex-Grovernor  submitted  to  us  by 
memorial,  that  as  no  one  had  appeared  to  claim  any  money,  and  he 
had  already  for  seven  months  been  deprived  of  his  office,  so  that 
his  time  is  short,  that  therefore  notices  should  be  published  every- 
where throughout  the  whole  Colony  notifying  and  warning  all 
that  all  claimants  should  address  themselves  to  him  within  six 
weeks  a her  date,  in  order  to  receive  payment  for  their  claims,  on 
condition  that  they  show  proper  evidence  of  the  debt,  and  on  pain 
that  those  claiming  after  that  date,  will  forfeit  their  pretensions. 
This  request  being  considered  fair,  was  allowed. 

The  colonist  Frans  van  der  Stel  was  at  his  request,  likewise 
allowed  to  publish  notices  to  all,  that  as  his  departure  to  the 
Fatherland  was  near  at  hand,  those  who  had  been  injured  by 
him,  or  suffered  loss  through  him,  or  who  had  any  claim  against 
him,  should  in  time  address  themselves  to  the  Government  or  law 
courts  of  this  place,  in  order  to  produce  their  charges  and 
allegations. 

rJ  he  declarations  considered,  which  had  been  made  by  the  two 
servants  of  the  ex-Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  and  sworn  to  ou  the 
5th  inst.  before  the  full  Council  with  assumption  of  the  three  burgher 
councillors  in  office,  regarding  the  corn  sown  on  the  lands  of 
“ Yergelegen,”  viz.,  that  the  whole,  excepting  one  muid  had  already 
been  put  into  the  ground  in  April  last  year,  and  before  they 
knew  the  orders  of  the  Directors  regarding  tire  farm.  Decided 
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for  the  reasons  mentioned,  and  after  careful  and  close  examina- 
tion made  by  the  Administrator  in  the  Court  of  Justice,  to 
allow  his  Honour  to  reap  the  grain  sown,  and  use  it  fur  his 
own  benefit,  on  condition  that  he  renders  the  tithe  to  the 
Company ; but  should  the  Directors  not  approve  of  this,  he  shall 
be  bound  to  refund  the  amount. 

Considered  also  a written  report  submitted  by  the  Secretary 
regarding  his  mission  by  the  Council  as  its  deputy  to  the  Fiscal 
on  the  3rd  inst.,  concerning  the  authentic  copy  of  the  memorial  or 
libel  presented  that  same  morning  to  the  meeting  by  three  women  ; 
and  which  had  to  be  placed  in  his  hands  that  he  might  report  on 
it  in  writing,  and  also  state  whether  he  had  no  action  against  the 
bookkeeper  Pieter  de  Meyer,  who,  as  a Company’s  servant,  had 
against  the  orders  of  the  Directors,  bought  at  public  auction  tire 
land  and  cattle  of  the  late  burgher  Jacobus  van  Brakel,  and  was 
now  asking  for  his  freedom. 

The  Fiscal’s  reply  to  Secretary  Helot  was  as  follows: — “That  the 
memorial  of  the  women  was  very  harshly  worded,  but  not  so  wicked 
or  libellous  as  it  was  taken  to  be,  for  it  was  sufficiently  well  known 
that  H.  Husing  and  other  burghers  had  been  violently  removed 
from  their  possessions,  wives  and  children,  and  sent  away  to 
Holland.  In  this  he  (the  Fiscal)  had  also  at  the  time,  to  his 
regret,  consented,  with  the  idea  that  matters  would  have  ended 
there.  Now,  as  the  proceedings  had  been  such,  the  memorial 
should  not  be  considered  so  wicked  and  calumnious  on  this 
point.” 

And  as — with  the  exception  of  the  Hon.  J.  C.  D’Ableing,  who  had 
had  no  part  whatever  in  the  business— the  Political  Council,  which 
sent  the  men  away,  and  the  Court  of  Justice  in  consequence  of  its 
proceedings,  are  deemed  to  be  partial,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
judges  in  their  own  case,  the  Fiscal  is  of  opinion  that  the  decision 
should  be  postponed  until  the  arrival  of  the  Governor,  or  another 
eminent  officer  from  India,  and  that  provisionally  the  three  women 
(wyven)  who  presented  the  memorial  be  informed  for  the  future  to 
refrain  from  laying  such  memorials  before  the  Council,  which  would 
otherwise  be  obliged  “ arbitrarily  to  correct  ” not  only  them,  but 
also  all  others  who  attempted  to  present  such  petitions  to  the  Board, 
according  as  the  dignity  of  the  Council  might  demand. 

He  believes  that  Mrs.  Husing  should  not  be  released  on  bail,  as 
she  is  bound  to  testify  tokthe  truth,  as  far  as  she  is  acquainted  with 
the  matter. 

In  the  case  of  P.  de  Meyer,  the  Orphan  Masters  should  have  been 
ordered  not  to  have  made  a sale  of  that  nature  to  Company’s  servants. 
He  however  bought  the  land  expecting  to  receive  his  freedom, 
especially  as  he  often  suffers  from  effusion  of  blood,  which  is  very 
much  aggravated  by  much  writing  and  bending  forward.  More- 
over his  last  term  of  contract  with  the  Compmy  has  expired. 
His  request  is  therofm'e  reasonable,  and  he  should  receive  his  free- 
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dom.  There  are  no  reasons  why  it  should  be  refused,  especially 
as  it  has  been  granted  to  Surgeon  Willem  Jan  Broer,  the 
messenger,  and  many  others.  I can  see  no  case  against  the 
petitioner,  as  he  bought  the  land  not  with  the  intention  of  using 
it  as  a Company’s  servant.  Signed  this  4th  day  of  January.  1708, 
Joan  Blesius  (Fiscal). 

After  careful  consideration  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that 
the  Fiscal  had  by  his  answer  completely  weakened  his  own 
authority,  that  of  the  Council  of  Policy  and  the  Court  of  Justice, 
and  consequently  also  of  the  Administrator,  over  all  the  persons 
against  whom,  under  the  former  government,  political  and  judicial 
steps  have  been  taken,  and  likewise  over  their  families  and  those 
connected  with  them, — that  therefore  the  Council  in  self-defence 
is  compelled  to  protest  against  it  by  tin’s,  and  also  against  all  evil 
results  and  difficulties  which  have  already  followed,  aud  may  still 
follow  from  his  Honour’s  conduct,  by  not  exercising  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

The  Rev.  le  Boucq  having  again,  some  days  ago,  presented  in 
the  form  of  a request,  a cutting  and  reproachful  document  to  the 
Administrator,  which  the  latter  laid  before  the  meeting  for  con- 
sideration, it  was  decided  to  adhere  to  the  Resolution  of  the  3rd 
instant,  regarding  his  removal  from  the  parsonage,  notwithstanding 
his  saying  at  the  end,  that  he  protests  against  all  the  damage, 
inconvenience  and  insults  which  ma}r  result  to  him  therefrom,  and 
compensation  for  which  he  will  seek  from  this  Hon  Council — 
his  competent  judge — against  all  who  had  a hand  in  it.  Signed 
as  above. 

January  11. — Arrival  of  the  “ Jerusalem  ” from  Batavia  via 
Mauritius.  She  brings  the  news  that  on  the  15th  November,  or 
four  days  before  her  departure,  when  the  farewell  dinner  took  place, 
which  is  usually  held  there  when  a ship  leaves,  nine  shots  were 
fired  when  the  health  of  the  Governor-General  and  India  Council 
was  being  drunk,  and  again,  when  that  of  the  Governor  and 
Government  at  the  Cape  was  being  proposed,  seven  guns  were 
discharged.  That  shortly  afterwards,  whilst  still  sitting  at  the 
table  the  alarm  of  fire  was  heard.  The  N.E.  wind  rapidly  increas- 
ing soon  spread  the  flames  everywhere,  and  ignited  the  hand 
grenades  stored  on  the  loft  of  the  store,  which  exploding  set  fire 
to  all  the  roofs,  which  were  covered  with  palmetto  leaves.  Soon 
everyone  had  enough  to  do  to  save  himself.  The  entire  lodge, 
with  the  books,  papers,  most  of  the  supplies  aud  effects,  were  con- 
sumed and  laid  in  ashes. 

January  14.— D’Ableing  writes  the  following  letter  to  the 
Church  Council  at  Drakenstein  : — That  with  his  permission  Rev. 
Bek  had  written  to  the  precentor,  Paul  Roux,  to  give  notice  that 
he  would  administer  the  Holy  Sacrament  there  on  the  22nd  inst. 
That  Roux  and  his  Dutch  colleague  were  to  publish  this  to  the 
congregation  two  Sundays  in  succession,  That  this  did  not 
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happen  ; that  the  Church  Council  did  not  take  the  least  notice  of 
this  neglect,  or  give  the  least  reason  or  notice  to  the  minister,  who 
consequently  would  have  made  a fruitless  journey  and  been  placed 
in  a foolish  position.  The  Church  Council  is  therefore  ordered  by 
first  opportunity  to  send  an  elder  from  their  midst,  and  also  Paul 
Poux,  who  is  a deacon,  that  they  may  explain  the  conduct  of  which 
they  have  been  guilty. 

January  17. — Meeting  of  Council.  Request  of  the  free  bakers 
that  freemen  not  permitted  in  writing  to  bake  or  sell,  might  be 
forbidden  to  do  so.  That  servants  of  the  Company  might-  not- 
receive  a licence  ; and  that  all  the  petitioners  might  be  forbidden 
to  send  their  slaves  along  the  streets,  or  towards  the  houses  to  sell 
bread  ; that  one  baker  should  not  be  allowed  to  sell  bread  or 
biscuit  cheaper  than  another,  and  that  a fixed  number  of  bakers 
might  be  appointed  at  the  Cape.  Decided  that  no  one  shall  be 
allowed  to  bake  or  sell  except  those  licensed  in  writing,  excluding 
all  Company’s  servants,  who  shall  not  be  allowed  to  bake  in  order 
to  sell,  on  pain  of  the  punishments  mentioned  in  the  Placcaaf ; and 
that  petitioners  might  complain  to  the  Fiscal  against  all  offenders. 
For  reasons  the  rest  of  their  petition  was  not  granted. 

As  the  Rev.  Engelbertus  Franciscos  le  Boucq,  whose  pay  and 
emoluments  have  been  written  off  some  time  ago  for  refusing  to  carry 
out  his  ministerial  duties,  and  for  various  other  strange  proceedings 
on  his  part,  not  at  all  proper  in  a Christian  minister — is  contrary  to 
our  expectation,  persevering  in  his  conduct,  disturbing  the  highly 
required  peace  in  the  church  and  outside  of  it,  and  especially 
bringing  into  contempt  the  Government  of  the  Colony — and  as  it 
is  necessary  to  prevent  this  cancer  in  time,  and  suppress  these  evil 
ways  of  the  man,  who  has  again  spitefully  found  fault  with  the 
Hon.  Council  in  a dirty  little  paper  delivered  to  the  Messenger  of 
Justice,  it  was  on  the  proposition  of  the  Administrator,  unanimously 
decided  to  send  Le  Boucq  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Batavia  by 
the  “ Jerusalem  ” or  any  other  vessel  that  might  leave  before  her, 
together  with  all  the  charges  against  him.  . . . 

January  23. — Six  guns  fired  from  Robben  Island  and  Lion’s 
Head.  To  the  great  joy  of  all,  four  of  the  long-expected  Easter 
ships  arrived.  The  “Unie,”  “ Gansenhoef,”  “ Haak,”  and 
“ Diemen,”  and  about  an  horn’  later  the  “ Beeverwyk.”  The 
sixth  vessel,  the  “ Generate  Vrede,”  on  which  is  our  new  Governor, 
Louis  van  Assenburg,  and  who  is  said  to  be  in  good  health,  is  also 
within  sight,  to  the  south  of  Robben  Island,  but  prevented  from 
approaching,  by  tbe  south-easter.  The  provisional  Governor, 
however,  had  the  trumpets  blown  everywhere  in  the  town,  and  the 
drums  beaten,  in  order  to  call  the  burgher  cavalry  and  infantry 
under  arms.  The  garrison  was  also  called  under  arms  in  order, 
should  the  wind  unexpectedly  change,  to  be  ready  to  receive  the 
Governor.  At  night  all  were  dismissed. 

January  24. — The  “ Generale  Vrede”  entirely  out  of  sight. 
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Arrival  at  noon  of  the  “ Abbekerk,”  one  of  the  return  ships  of  the 
first  squadron.  The  rest  were  the  “ Oosterstein,”  “ Barneveld,” 
“ Neptunus,”  “ Beyeren,”  and  “ Ysselmonde,”  under  the  command 
of  the  Hon.  Louis  G-erlach,  vice-admiral.  They  had  lost  three  men 
and  brought  no  sick.  The  officers  reported  that  the  Hon. 
Councillor  Extraordinary  of  India  and  Governor  of  Ceylon, 
Cornells  Joan  Simons,  was  returning  home,  and  should  he  arrive 
here  in  time  with  the  Ceylon  squadron,  he  would  return  home  with 
the  whole  fleet  as  admiral.  No  letters  received. 

The  Administrator  having  been  told  that  the  “Generale  Yrede  ” 
was  approaching,  had  before  its  arrival  proceeded  with  the  Fiscal 
on  board  a galiot  in  order  to  welcome  Governor  van  Assenburg. 
He  returned  shortly  after  noon.  In  the  meantime  tlxe  military 
and  burghers  had  been  all  the  time  under  arms. 

Shortly  after  noon  those  of  the  “ Jerusalem  ” which,  as  admiral, 
carries  the  flag  above,  sighted  the  Governor’s  vessel,  which 
anchored  shortly  after  sunset.  When  it  approached  the  anchorage, 
and  d’Ableing  and  Blesius  had  proceeded  on  board,  the  “ Jeru- 
salem ” fired  fifteen  guns,  the  other  ships  also,  and  the  Danish 
return  ship  nine.  Finally  the  Castle  discharged  twenty-one  guns. 
All  were  thanked  with  various  guns  from  His  Honour’s  ship. 

Mr.  d’Ableing,  who  had  again  summoned  all  under  arms,  sent  a 
message  from  board  that  the  Governor  would  not  land  before  the 
morrow.  The  men  therefore  retired.  In  the  evening  d’Ableing 
and  Blesius  landed  and  reported,  to  the  great  joy  of  all,  that  tire 
Governor  Louis  van  Assenburg  was  in  good  health. 

Of  the  crews  of  the  above  ships  42  had  died,  62  were  sick,  and  54 
had  deserted  at  Brazil,  where  they  were  obliged  to  anchor  in 
Formosa  Bay,  and  landed  200  of  their  sick.  On  the  26th 
Oclober  they  were  ready  to  leave,  but  only  on  the  23rd  November 
could  they  succeed  in  getting  away,  having  remained  there  since 
the  2nd  September.  They  had  seen  no  foreign  ships,  and  had  no 
hostile  encounter  on  the  voyage. 

January  25th.  — D’Ableing  and  Blesius  proceed  on  board  at  10 
a.m.  to  fetch  Governor  Louis  van  Assenburg,  and  conduct  him  with 
proper  respect  into  the  Castle. 

Exactly  when  the  clock  struck  twelve,  His  Honour  arrived  in 
good  state,  and  good  health  on  the  jetty,  where  he  was  congratulated 
with  much  joy  and  gladness  by  the  Political  Council,  the  Members 
of  the  Court  of  Justice,  and  other  influential  servants  of  the  Com- 
pany, who  conducted  him  to  the  outside  of  the  javelin,  where  His 
Honour  entered  a coach  with  d’Ableing  and  Blesius,  and  was 
drawn  info  the  Castle  by  four  horses.  He  first  passed  the  burgher 
infantry,  and  after  that  the  cavalry,  and  finally  the  garrison,  all 
properly  colled  ed  under  their  standards  and  colours. 

His  Honour,  having  arrived  at  his  dwelling-house,  was  again 
kindly  and  civilly  welcomed  by  the  Company’s  servants  and 
burgher  officers  with  a triple  discharge  of  musketry  and  the  firing 
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of  all  the  gnus  around  the  Castle.  Some  pleasaut  healths  were 
drunk,  and  the  newly  arrived  skippers  remained  behind  to 
dinner. 

January  26. — Meeting  of  Council  convened  by  the  Governor. 
Decided  that  the  Governor  shall  be  publicly  introduced  to  the 
people  on  the  1st  February  by  the  retiring  acting  Governor 
d’Ableing  in  presence  of  all  the  burghers  of  the  Cape,  Stellenbosch 
and  Drakenstein,  on  foot  and  horseback,  under  their  different 
officers.  The  Landdrost,  &c.,  to  he  informed  of  this. 

Resolved,  as  the  vessel  had  made  such  a long  voyage  of  eight 
months,  and  the  preserved  stores  had  been  very  much  expended  by 
rhe  heavy  consumption,  to  allow  the  men  fresh  meat  and  vegetables 
three  times  Aveekly.  As  they  were  very  much  exhausted  and 
weakened  this  would  also  be  a more  economical  arrangement. 

January  28 — M eeting  of  Council.  As  this  month  is  nearlv  at 
an  end,  and  the  Council  had  on  the  1st  December  last,  persisted  in 
their  resolution  of  the  24th  Dec.,  that  two  deputies  from  this 
Couucil  would  notify  to  the  ex-Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel  that 
he  was  to  prepare  himself  to  hand  over  to  the  Company  before  the 
end  of  this  month  the  farm  “ Vergelegen,”  with  its  adjoining  lands 
and  so  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Directors,  which  are  well  known 
to  him,  it  was  after  deliberation  unanimously  resolved  to  com- 
mission the  junior  merchants  Willem  Corssenaar  and  Willem  van 
Putten  to  remind  the  said  ex-Governor  in  the  civilest  possible 
manner  of  the  said  last  resolution,  hear  his  answer  and  report  on 
Monday  next. 

January  30 . — Meeting  of  Council.  Report  of  the  deputies  laid 
on  the  table.  ‘ That  after  informing  the  ex-Governor  of  the 
wishes  of  the  Council,  he  had  with  deep  respect  requested  that  we 
might  allow  him  two  or  three  weeks  more  to  keep  his  men 
and  property  there,  hoping  that  in  the  meanwhile  news  would 
be  received  from  Patria  in  reply  to  his  request  for  mitigation,  either 
by  the  Christmas  ships  or  a small  vessel  conveying  the  orders  for 
the  fleet,  and  that  he  hoped  for  a favourable  reply.” 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  not  to  depart  from  the  resolution 
above  mentioned  (December  24),  but  to  adhere  to  it  entirely. 

And  as  with  Governor  v.  Assenburg  also  arrived  the  contract 
made  by  the  Directors  with  the  ex-burgher  Councillor  II.  Ilusing 
for  the  meat  supply — giving  him  half  of  the  same— the  Council  is 
now  able  to  give  out  the  other  half  among  the  freemen.  It  was 
therefore  decided  to  grant  it  to  the  burgher  Councillor  Claas 
Henariksz : Diepenauw  and  the  burgher  Orphan  Master  Michiol 
Ley,  the  only  ones  wiio  had  applied  ; i.e.,  each  a fourth  part  of  the 
whole  lease  for  three  years,  this  mouth  excepted. 

Four  return  ships  arrive  under  command  of  the  Vice-Admiral 
Louis  Gerlach. 

January  31. — All  preparations  made  for  the  induction  of 
Governor  Louis  van  Assenburg. 
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February  1. — In  tire  morning  early  two  companies  of  infantry 
and  one  company  of  dragoons  from  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein 
bad  already  arrived  to  be  present  at  the  installation  of  the 
Governor ; all  the  flags  and  pennants  flying  from  the  ships  in  the 
Bay  and  the  Castle.  At  9 a m.  the  trumpets  were  sounded 
and  drums  beaten,  in  order  to  collect  the  soldiers  and  burghers 
in,  and  outside  the  Castle  under  their  banners.  At  9J  o’clock 
the  Hon.  Louis  van  Assenburg  had  the  Council  convened,  when 
the  preparations  for  his  installation  were  proceeded  with.  In 
the  meantime  the  soldiers  under  their  two  standards  posted  them- 
selves before  the  balcony,  or  the  so-called  new  battery,  and  the 
various  companies  of  the  burghers  ranged  themselves  before  the 
gates  of  the  Castle.  This  having  been  done,  and  the  new  battery 
occupied  by  the  chief  servants  of  the  Company  on  shore  and  from 
the  ships,  the  Hon.  L.  v.  Assenburg  was  by  the  Provisional  Chief, 
Mr.  Joan  Cornelis  d’Ableing,  assisted  by  the  Hon.  Political 
Council,  conducted  from  his  dwelling  to  the  balcony  in  front  of 
the  men  posted  there,  and  in  a very  affectionate  and  sweet  speech 
introduced  most  solemnly  to  all  the  people  as  their  Governor 
and  lawful  chief  All  were  expressly  asked  whether  they  were 
willing  to  acknowledge  him  as  such,  to  respect  and  obey  him,  to 
afford  him  all  assistance,  fidelity,  and  succour,  as  it  behoved  all 
honest,  pious,  sincere  and  peace-loving  servants  and  subjects?  and 
every  one  replied  loudly  and  joyfully — Yes. 

Thereupon  d’Ableing,  now  3ecunde  and  administrator,  congratu- 
lated the  Governor  with  many  signs  of  tender  love  and  affection, 
and  wished  him  happiness,  at  the  same  time  surrendering  to  him 
the  keys  of  the  gates.  After  His  Plonour  had  again  gone  into 
his  house,  and  the  ordinary  Council  Hall,  the  members  of 
the  political  and  judicial  bodies  presented  their  respects  to  him, 
likewise  Avith  many  tokens  of  love.  All  of  them  Avere  thanked  by 
His  Hononr  in  the  sweetest,  kindest  and  most  agreeable  manner. 

Then  the  armed  men  within  the  Castle,  and  afterwards  the 
burghers  outside,  fired  three  volleys,  Avhich  wrere  answered  by  the 
guns  of  the  Castle.  When  that  was  over  the  burgher  officers  also 
congratulated  the  Governor  and  wished  him  joy. 

After  each  companj’  had  received  a present  of  a leaguer  of  wine 
from  the  Governor,  which  they  Avere  to  receive  at  the  time  and 
place  stated  to  them,  and  all  the  servants  of  the  Company  had 
drunk  various  “ considerable  healths,  prosperities  and  good  lucks,” 
and  also  the  health  of  the  newly-installed  Governor,  the  latter 
ordered  the  gates  of  the  Castle  to  be  opened  that  the  different 
burgher  corps  might  enter  in  succession,  and  pass  in  revieAV  before 
him.  This  happened  in  good  order,  Avhile  the  garrison  stood  under 
arms.  After  that  they  left  in  good  order  under  their  standards 
and  banners,  and  every  one,  having  respectfully  congratulated  and 
thanked  the  Governor,  went  home.  The  weather  was  beautiful 
in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  the  south-easter  blew  heavily. 
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February  4. — Meeting  of  the  Council.  The  four  licensed  wine 
sellers  complain  of  the  heavy  smuggling  going  on  among  the 
inhabitants,  especially  among  the  boarding-house  keepers,  who  in 
that  way  make  a good  profit,  and  secretly  buy  wines  from  the 
growers  at  a cheap  rate,  and  sell  them  to  their  lodgers  (getting  the 
wine  into  their  houses  by  stealth)  for  less  money  than  is  paid  to  the 
lessees.  They  submit  that  this  tended  greatly  to  their  loss,  and 
therefore  wished  to  be  protected  in  their  privileges,  as  otherwise 
it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  bring  up  the  amounts  of  their 
leases. 

It  was  considered  proper  that  these  people  should  be  protected 
vigorously  in  their  rights,  lest  in  course  of  time  the  leases  lose 
their  value,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Company,  which  derives  its 
largest  revenue  from  this  source,  and  to  reply  to  the  request  that 
the  suspected  smugglers  should  be  pointed  out  by  the  lessees  to  the 
Fiscal,  who  is  authorised  to  be  always  ready  to  enter  the  dwellings  of 
such  people  or  to  use  the  provost  or  the  Caffres  for  that  purpose,  in 
order  to  examine  whether  any  smuggling  really  does  take  place 
there.  The  lessees  are  also  in  duty  bound  to  pay  careful  attention 
to  this  subject,  and  report  the  guilty  to  the  Fiscal,  that  they  may 
be  treated  according  to  the  ordinance  on  the  subject. 

It  was  decided  not  to  send  the  “ Jerusalem,”  which  had  a large 
cargo  of  Cape  wheat  on  board  for  Batavia,  via  Mauritius,  in  order 
to  take  on  board  there  such  freemen  as  might  be  desirous  of  removing 
to  Batavia.  It  was  thought  that  all  the  ships  were  greatly  wanted 
in  India,  that  a vessel  sent  to  Mauritius  during  the  south-east 
Monsoon  would  no  doubt  make  a long  passage,  and  that  the 
“Jerusalem”  might  in  consequence  have  much  of  her  oargo 
damaged  by  storm,  &c.  A vessel  to  Mauritius  to  be  sent  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Christmas  ships. 

The  body  of  an  old  black,  known  as  Paay  Moor,  found  dead  in 
the  gardens  in  a small  hut.  He  was  accustomed  to  beg  his  food  in 
the  town.  The  Fiscal  and  surgeon  and  secretary  of  justice  went  to 
examine  it.  It  is  believed  that  lie  died  of  natural  disease  and 
great  poverty.  The  body  beiug  partly  decomposed,  was  buried  on 
the  spot. 

February  5. — A roaring  south-easter.  But  for  all  that  the 
church  was  crowded  in  the  morning,  every  one  being  anxious  to 
hear  the  newly  arrived  minister,  Johannes  Glodefridus  d’Ailly,  who 
preached  the  first  sermon  from  1 Cor.  ii,  v.  2.  In  the  afternoon 
the  Rev.  H.  Bek  conducted  the  service. 

February  7. — Meeting  of'  Council.  Resolved  to  land  two  heavy 
cables,  to  be  used  in  cases  of  emergency,  there  being  none  on  hand. 
Some  casks  of  pork  taken  out  of  the  outward-bound  ships  to  supply 
the  return  ships  of  Ceylon,  as  ordered  by  the  India  Council. 

This  afternoon  the  Danish  return  ship  “ Fredericus  Quartus  ” 
fixed  its  topmasts  and  fired  a gun — a sign  that  it  was  ready  to 
leave. 
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February  12. — Arrival  of  the  return  ship  “ Hoedekenskerk.” 
Skipper  Paulus  Yisser  reported  that  the  Hon.  Ordinary  Councillor 
and  General,  Harman  de  Wilde,  having  arrived  at  Batavia  ill  and 
weak  from  Java’s  East  Coast,  had  died  there  shortly  before  his 
intended  departure. 

February  14. — Meetimj  of  Council.  Abraham  Poulle,  Secretary 
of  Justice,  appointed  member  of  the  Board  of  Petty  Cases,  lice 
Pieter  de  Meyer,  who  has  taken  his  free  papers. 

The  Rev.  Petrus  Kalden  submits  that  on  the  23rd  April  last,  on 
the  proposition  of  Fiscal  Blesius,  his  pay  had  been  stopped, 
although  on  the  20th  inst.  he  had  requested  permission  to  remain 
another  year,  as  he  could  not  be  ready  sooner,  and  that  he  would 
be  responsible  lor  the  result.  It  was  decided  not  to  alter  the  said 
resolution,  but  to  write  to  the  Directors  that  they  may  be  pleased 
to  allow  the  Rev.  Kalden  the  pay  referred  to,  considering  that 
when  the  Rev.  le  Boucq  had  refused  to  preach  any  longer,  he  had, 
for  love  of  the  community  and  with  great  satisfaction,  officiated  in 
this  church,  whilst  the  Rev.  H.  Bek  was  away  at  Stellenbosch  or 
Drakenstein  to  preach  aud  administer  the  sacraments  there. 

February  17th. — Meetimj  of  Council.  The  Governor  submitted 
that  not  only  January  but  also  this  month  had  nearly  passed. 
That  the  ex-Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel  had  on  the  28th 
January  begged  the  deputies,  Corssenaar  aud  Van  Button,  to  be 
allowed  to  remain  three  weeks  longer;  that  in  the  meeting  of  the 
30th  last  it  was  decided  that  the  request  could  not  be  enter- 
tained, and  that  the  resolution  of  the  31st  December  had  to  be 
carried  out ; that  lie  could  not  be  allowed  to  remain  until  the 
end  of  this  month  with  his  servants  and  chattels ; but  that  hitherto 
he  had  taken  no  steps  to  remove  thence,  and  surrender  the 
farm  to  the  Company.  The  Council  decided  to  depute  two 
members  to  Mr.  van  der  Stel  in  order  civilly  to  remind  him 
of  their  resolution,  and  to  notify  to  him  to  prepare  himself  to 
vacate  the  farm. 

The  Governor  further  proposed  that  an  offer  should  be  made 
to  Mr.  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  that  as  the  time  for  grape  pressing 
is  approaching,  whether  he  would  be  prepared  to  have  the  grapes 
pressed  byr  his  own  men  on  the  farm,  and  in  his  own  casks,  in 
presence  of  two  of  the  Council’s  deputies ; and  that  should,  before 
his  departure  with  the  present  fleet,  other  orders  arrive,  or  a 
mitigation  of  his  sentence,  that  then  the  wines  would  be  returned 
to  him  ; whilst  if  such  orders  or  mitigation  did  not  arrive,  the 
wines  would  be  the  property  of  the  Company,  and  he  would 
receive  a reasonable  payment  for  his  trouble  and  expenses : 
finally  that  the  fustage,  &c.,  should  be  taken  over  from  him  by 
mutual  valuation.  Or  to  propose  to  him  to  let  the  grapes  be 
pressed  for  himself  in  presence  of  deputies,  and  then  surrender 
to  the  Company  a certain  quantity  at  a price  agreed  upon. 

It  was  decided  to  adopt  both  propositions — The  farm  was  far 
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away  and  a large  number  of  men  and  slaves  would  be  withdrawn 
from  the  Company’s  works  during  the  pressing  season,  who  were 
highly  required  here — The  trouble  and  inconvenience  would  be 
great,  if  the  new  wine  had  to  be  fetched  with  the  Company’s 
wagons,  and  there  was  not  sufficient  fustage  in  Cape  Town  to 
receive  it.  The  same  deputies  were  appointed. 

February  18.— This  evening  the  agriculturist  Christian  Uyker, 
who  had  been  summoned  (by  edictal  citation),  was  brought  in  as 
a prisoner. 

February  21 . — Meeting  of  Council.  Report  of  the  deputies. 
Mr.  van  der  Stel  was  prepared  to  vacate  the  farm  at  once.  He 
was  further  prepared  to  accept  the  second  offer  of  the  Council 
to  press  the  grapes  for  himself,  and  surrender  to  the  Company 
such  a quantity  as  the  Governor  and  Council  may  deem  fair,  &c. 

It  was  decided  that,  as  Mr.  van  der  Stel  was  inclined  to  buy  the 
Company  out,  and  his  wines  were  of  a particularly  good  sort  and 
flavour,  and  would  not  be  unwelcome  to  the  Company,  as  they  could 
be  sent  to  Batavia  and  Ceylon,  where  they  would  undoubtedly 
find  a good  market,  to  send  the  deputies  back  to  him  with  the 
following  offer: — Whether  he  would  cut  and  press  the  grapes  and 
surrender  two-thirds  to  the  Company  F and  should  this  not  be 
accepted  then  to  offer  him  two-fifths — the  Company’s  share  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Castle  in  the  casks  of  Mr.  Van  der  Stel.  Should  this 
also  be  refused,  then  to  propose  that  each  party  take  the  half  on 
condition  that  the  Company’s  share  be  conveyed  to  the  C ipe  by  the 
men,  and  in  the  casks  of  Mr.  Van  der  Stel,  at  suoh  times  as  the 
Company  may  decide  upon.  After  that  an  agreement  shall  be 
made  regarding  the  price  at  which  the  Company  will  take  over 
the  casks.  As  soon  as  terms  have  been  made,  the  Secretary  shall 
at  once  draw  up  a written  contract  for  signature,  the  time  being 
pressing. 

February  22. — The  outward  bound  ships,  and  the  “ Jerusalem  ” 
laden  with  a large  quantity  of  grain.  The  harvest  described  as 
opulent. 

February  25. — Arrival  of  the  “ Huis  ter  Loo,”  having  the 
Hon  Cornelis  Johannes  Simons  on  board.  The  S.E.  wind  having 
gone  down,  Messrs.  d’Ableing  and  Blesius  proceed  on  board, 
followed  one  or  two  hours  afterwards  by  Mrs.  d’Ableing  and 
Mrs  Berg,  in  order  to  conduct  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simons  on  shore. 
The  trumpets  were  sounded  and  drums  beaten  to  collect  the 
burghers  and  garrison  under  arms.  The  Castle  welcomed  His 
Honour  with  thirteen  guns  when  he  arrived  on  the  roadstead,  and 
and  was  thanked  with  thirteen.  Afterwards  it  again  fired  eleven, 
and  again  seven,  and  was  each  time  answered  in  the  same  way. 

A little  after  noon  the  Governor  drove  down  in  a coach  drawn 
by  four  horses,  towards  the  jetty,  where  there  was  auother  coach 
with  two  horses.  - He  was  followed  by  the  members  of  the 
Political  and  Judicial  Councils  and  other  officers  of  rank,  and  also 
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the  ladies  of  the  highest  position.  About  one  o’clock  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Simons  landed,  and  were  humbly  congratulated  and  welcomed 
by  all ; they  were  escorted  to  the  Castle  in  the  carriage  between 
the  men  under  arms  The  garrison  thereupon  fired  three  volleys. 
Congratulations  were  renewed.  The  men  under  arms  then  retired, 
and  also  those  of  rank,  after  they  had  drunk  a glass  to  welcome 
His  Honour,  and  also  to  his  health,  as  he  looked  very  weak. 

February  26. — Arrival  of  tbe  Ceylon  return  ship  “ Kiefhoek,” 
on  which  the  late  Commander  of  Galle,  Nicolas  Welters,  and  the 
skipper  Pieter  Jansz  Both  had  died  during  the  voyage. 

February  28. — C.  J.  Simons  reads  to  the  Council  his  authority 
as  Commissioner  to  inspect  Cape  affairs.  He  states  that  his  ill- 
health  would  be  a good  excuse  for  him  not  to  carry  out  his 
instructions,  especially  as  the  time  would  be  too  short  to  read 
through  all  the  papers  for  the  information  required.  The 
Governor  had  but  lately  arrived,  and  could  therefore  not  render 
him  much  assistance.  He  had,  however,  said  that  he  would  be 
glad  if  the  Commissioner  would  occupy  himself  with  the  work. 
According  to  the  despatch  of  9th  November  last  from  Batavia, 
the  Council  there  had  not  required  the  utmost  from  him,  as  before 
this  he  had  served  five  years  at  the  Cape  as  Fiscal,  and  therefore  had 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a general  idea  of  this  Government. 
He  therefore  decided  not  to  refuse,  as  he  was  certain  that  the 
Governor  would  loyally  assist  him,  &c. 

February  29. — Two  young  sailors  punished  for  having  wounded 
each  other  with  knives  when  at  the  house  of  Philip  Philipsz  Jctigter, 
buying  a blue  salampouri.  The  one  was  to  be  bound  to  a pole 
and  severely  scourged,  after  that  put  in  irons,  and  in  that  way 
serve  as  a convict  for  a year  on  Itobbeu  Island.  The  other  was 
to  look  on,  and  after  that  be  sent  on  board  his  ship  to  remain  there. 

At  ten  a.m.  the  public  induction  of  Commissioner  Simons  took 
place.  Particulars  given.  His  commission  read  publicly,  and  the 
Governor  thereupon  asked  the  public  whether  they  would  acknow- 
ledge him  as  such.  All  replied  “ Yes.”  At  his  request  no  volleys 
were  fired.  All  congratulated  him  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
were  most  amiably  treated  by  him,  and  also  thanked. 

About  half-past  five  p.m.  the  bells  began  ringing,  and  the  body 
of  the  late  Nicolas  Welters,  late  Commander  at  Galle,  was  carried 
from  the  dwelling  of  Captain  0.  Bergh  and  buried  in  a most 
stately  manner.  The  body  was  preceded  by  the  military  with 
arms  reversed  and  dragging  pikes,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Castle 
carrying  his  coat  of  arms.  A staff,  a pair  of  gloves,  and  a sword  in 
the  scabbard  covered  with  crape,  were  carried  by  two  ensigns. 

The  body  was  followed  by  the  Commissioner,  the  two 
ex-Governors,  the  Governor  and  all  officers  of  rank  on  shore  and 
on  board,  also  by  the  chief  of  the  Cape  Burghers,  into  the  church, 
where  after  it  had  been  placed  in  the  tomb  in  the  centre  of  the 
churoh,  the  military  ranged  outside,  fired  three  volleys,  and  was 
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each  time  answered  with  a gun  from  the  Castle.  After  that 
several  more  guns  were  fired.  The  corpse  was  borne  by  sailors, 
and  the  pall  carried  by  six  skippers  and  six  merchants.  Those 
who  had  followed  the  funeral  were,  according  to  the  rank  of  the 
deceased,  sumptuously  treated  with  food  and  liquids. 

March  1st  — For  the  fourth  time,  the  edictal  citation  against 
Jan  de  Thuilet  for  having  killed  a Hottentot,  was  read  from  the 
balcony  of  the  Castle. 

March  2nd. — All  the  vessels  hoisted  their  bunting,  and  the  flags 
blew  out  from  the  Castle.  About  8 or  9 o’clock  a.m.  the 
Commissioner  and  Governor — the  first  accompanied  by  his  vice- 
and  rear-admirals,  Louis  Gerlach  and  Simon  Langendam,  and  the 
second  by  Messrs.  d’Ableing  and  Blesius,  Secunde  and  Fiscal — 
proceeded  on  board,  where  the  Commissioner  was  installed,  as 
Admiral  of  the  United  Return  Fleet,  by  Governor  L.  v.  Assenburgh. 
After  that  all  the  return  vessels  saluted  him  in  turn.  Dinner  was 
taken  on  board,  and  the  dry  thirsty  soil  was  soaked  with  a rain 
which  lasted  about  1J  hours.  In  the  afternoon  their  Honours 
returned  on  shore  to  the  Company’s  gardens,  and  were  welcomed 
with  a salute  of  15  guns. 

March  3 — Ships  council  held.  The  Governor  aud  Secunde 
requested  to  take  a share  in  the  proceedings.  Only  a skipper 
appointed. 

March  (i. — Rain  during  the  night  and  to-day — bad  for  the 
wine-farmer,  who  is  busy  pressing  his  now  ripe  grapes  ; but  good 
for  the  agriculturist  to  plough  early. 

March  7. — vf  feting  of  the  Counoil.  Regarding  some  merchan- 
dize found  damaged  on  board.  Resolved  to  sell  it  by  auction. 
Regarding  the  leak  in  the  “ Huis  te  Loo.” 

Memorial  read,  presented  by  the  ex-Governor  W.  A.  van  der 
Stel,  in  which  he  mentions  the  hateful  treatment  which  he  had 
received  from  some  freemen  in  this  country  in  their  letters  to  the 
Directors  ; his  recall  home  in  consequence,  and  the  resumption 
of  possession  by  the  Company  of  the  farm  “ Yergelegen.” 
Thirteen  days  ago  the  ex-burgher  Councillor  Henning  Ilusing 
had  summoned  him  before  the  Court  of  Justice  for  f44,004  12.  8., 
and  9,000  sheep,  but  without  showing  in  the  exorbitant  accounts 
produced  by  him  whence  the  different  items  originated  ; and  that 
the  legal  proceedings  connected  with  such  a considerable  capital  and 
its  adjuncts  would  require  more  time  than  would  be  at  his  disposal 
before  the  departure  of  the  return  fleet,  with  which  he  was  leaving. 
That  he  therefore  requested  that  as  the  items  contained  in  the 
account  were  of  such  a nature  that  he  could  not  with  any  degree 
of  safety  give  a power  of  attorney  to  any  one  to  act  in  his 
stead,  he  might  be  permitted  to  remain  here  another  year. 

H.  Husing  was  thereupon  summoned  to  appear,  and  acquainted 
with  the  request  of  the  said  ex-Governor  founded  on  the  claim 
sent  in  by  him.  He  replied  with  great  passion  that  he  would 
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rather  abandon  Ids  claim  here  and  bring  it  on  in  the  Fatherland, 
than  that  the  ex-Governor  should  delay  here,  who,  as  he  not  only 
said,  should  go,  but  he  added  that  the  whole  name  of  Van  der 
Stel,  as  equally  hateful  to  all,  ought  to  be  expelled  from  the 
country  ; that  they  were  the  ruin  of  himself,  and  oppressors  of 
all  the  people,  and  that  the  samo  Mr.  vau  dor  Stel  had  shown 
his  tyranny  by  extorting  confessions  from  the  people,  and 
making  them  swear  to  the  same,  with  many  other  expressions 
omitted  here. 

When  he  had  left,  it  was  decided  by  a majority  of  votes  to 
refuse  the  request,  but  to  delajr  the  execution  of  the  order  of 
the  Directors  regarding  the  division  and  sale  of  ‘‘  Vergelegen,”  until 
the  receipt  of  the  reply  of  the  Seventeen  to  the  despatch  sent 
home  last  year  with  the  return  fleet,  as  Mr.  van  der  Stel  had 
in  a postscript  hi  the  same  most  humbly  prayed  for  some 
mitigation  of  the  said  orders  regarding  those  lands. 

The  members  Corssenaar  and  van  Putten  were  commissioned  to 
carry  this  resolution  to  Mr.  van  der  Stel,  so  that  accordingly 
he  was  to  prepare  to  leave  ■with  the  present  fleet.  (Signed  by) 
C.  J.  Simons,  L.  van  Assenburg,  J.  G.  d’Ableing,  J.  Blesius,  0. 
Berg,  A.  van  Keede,  W.  Corssenaar,  J.  Cruse,  W van  Putten, 
and  W.  Helot,  Secretary. 

March  14. — The  deputies  sent  to  the  ex-Governor  report  that 
he  had,  after  hearing  their  message,  replied  that  he  would  properly 
submit  and  prepare  for  his  departure. 

The  burgher  Barend  Broens  allowed  to  return  to  Holland. 

Some  damaged  stuffs  to  be  sold  by  auction. 

March  17. — Rain  during  the  night — farmers  able  to  plough 
early.  The  new  wine  already  gathered.  Not  so  much  as  was 
expected. 

March  19.- — Meeting  of  Council.  Two  bales  of  cinnamon  landed 
from  the  “ Huis  ter  Buede.” 

Rye  possessed  in  large  quantities  by  the  Company,  the  people 
having  brought  in  large  supplies  since  the  harvest,  besides  what 
was  still  over  from  the  preceding  year.  Hardly  any  place  in 
which  to  deposit  it  or  any  other  grain.  No  prospect  of  using  or 
finding  a market  for  it.  Decided  lo  take  no  rye  from  the  people  thin 
year , except  what  has  been  ordered  in  writing  by  the  Governor  or 
the  provisional  Administrator.  The  people  to  be  notified  by 
advertisement  not  to  supply  the  Company  this  year  with  any  rye. 
What  they  have  over  is  to  he  preserved  or  used  as  food  for  their 
families  and  slaves,  as  they  like.  The  supply  of  wheat  to  remain 
as  usual. 

The  supply  of  Turkish  beans  by  the  farmers  having  also  been 
heavy,  so  that  more  has  been  received  than  what  was  required,  no 
more  is  to  be  taken  in  until  further  orders. 

II.  Husing  having  been  called  in  and  asked  whether  he  adhered 
to  his  intention  of  seizing  the  goods  which  would  be  left  behind 
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here  by  the  ex-Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  or  whether  he 
wished  to  desist  from  doing  so,  replied  that  he  was  inclined  to 
come  to  a proper  agreement  on  the  subject,  but  if  it  could  not  he 
accomplished,  he  would  allow  the  matter  to  pass  here,  as  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  the  cause  of  van  der  Stel  remaining  here  a year 
longer. 

March  25. — The  Rev.  Petrus  Kalden  preached  in  the  morniug, 
and  administered  the  Sacrament.  In  the  afternoon  Rev.  d’Ailly 
had  the  thanksgiving  service. 

March  28. — Meeting  of  Council. — The  Governor  draws  the 
Council’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  had  found  from  a resolution 
delivered  to  him  by  Commissioner  Simons,  that  the  latter  had  on 
the  26th  convened  a broad  ships-council  at  his  lodgings;  that  the 
meeting  had  taken  place ; that  then  everything  had  been  settled 
regarding  the  departure  of  the  fleet  on  the  4th  ; that  neither 
the  Governor  nor  this  Council  had  been  admitted ; and  that  the 
Governor  hal  only  quasi  modo  been  invited;  and  that  the  Com- 
missioner did  not  even  know  whether  the  Governor  had  any  secret 
orders  from  the  Directors  for  the  fleet,  &c. 

It  was  considered  that  when  Commissioners  Wouter  Yalckenier 
and  Daniel  Heynswere  here  in  1699  and  1700,  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  the  Cape  had  likewise  session  at  the  broad  board,  in 
connection  with  the  despatch  of  the  return  fleets — that  this  duty 
devolved  upon  them  according  to  the  instructions  given  by  the 
Batavia  Council  to  the  present  Commissioner  and  commanding 
officers  of  the  fleet  for  their  guidance,  and  also  from  precedent. 
That  the  instructions  from  the  Directors  clearly  show  that  the 
despatch  of  the  fleet,  and  the  appointment  of  the  time  of  departure, 
have  been  entrusted  to  the  person  of  the  Governor  alone,  in  order 
at  the  proper  time  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  Admiral  or 
Chief  Commander ; and  finally  that  such  proceedings  are  directly 
contrary  to  all  good  customs  and  maxims,  yea,  probably  unex- 
ampled. 

It  was  unanimouslj'  resolved  that  the  Governor,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  authority  and  respect  due  to  him,  and  to  free  himself 
from  all  responsibility  connected  with  such  conduct,  should  protest 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioner  and  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  fleet,  and  the  insult  given  to  the  Covernor  and  the 
authority  vested  in  him;  and  further  in  the  the  name  of  the 
Directors — should  the  fleet  leave  on  the  day  appointed  without 
waiting  for  further  orders  from  them — against  all  losses,  expenses, 
&c.,  that  may  be  caused,  should  these  fifteen  richly  laden  Batavian 
and  Ceylon  ships  on  which  so  much  depends  for  toe  Company  and 
our  whole  country,  tall  in  with  an  enemy,  or  meet  with  any 
misadventure  for  the  reasons  mentioned.  The  protest  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Commissioner  by  two  deputies. 

Rev.  Bek  and  Church  Council  of  Stellenbosch  pray  that  the 
deacons  Pierre  Rochefort  and  Jacobus  de  Lange  may  continue  in 


office  during  tiie  year,  and  that  Joh:  Mulder  be  confirmed  as  elder. 
Allowed  after  consultation  witli  the  Commissioner.  After  departure 
of  the  fleet  a Political  Commissioner  was  to  proceed  to  Sellenbosch, 
none  having  been  deputed  for  two  years. 

April  2. — Meeting  of  the  combined  Ships’  Council  at  the  lodgings 
of  Commissioner  Simons.  In  the  afternoon  the  Political  Council 
met,  at  whose  board  the  Ships’  Council  also  took  their  seats.  It 
was  believed  that,  because  a ship  from  home  with  secret  orders  had 
not  yet  arrived,  the  departure  of  the  fleet  should  not  take  place 
before  the  20th  inst. 

April  3. — Meeting  of  Council.  Reference  made  to  the  necessity 
of  delaying  the  fleet  until  the  20th  (see  above),  according  to  the 
orders  of  the  Secret  Committee,  and  decided,  as  it  would  be  very 
inconvenient  for  the  Company’s  wagons  and  cattle  to  bring  on  fuel, 
to  buy  the  latter  from  the  public  for  the  use  of  the  fleet.  The  men 
of  the  fleet  likewise  to  have  three  refreshment  days  during  their 
siay  here.  Some  ships  supplied  with  preserved  provisions. 

April  16. — The  drums  beaten  for  the  first  time  this  morning  in 
order  to  give  notice  to  the  si  Idiers  and  sailors  of  the  fleet  on  shore, 
to  proceed  on  board. 

April  17. — The  drums  beaten  for  the  second  time  through  the 
streets.  This  evening  the  farewell  dinner  to  the  fleet  took  place  at 
tire  Governor’s  House,  according  to  annual  custom. 

April  18.  Drums  beaten  for  the  last  time  to-day,  many  friends 
proceeding  on  board. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Court  of  Justice  sat  to  examine  the  papers 
found  in  the  desk  of  the  farmer  Adam  Tas,  which  had  been  seized. 
ri  he  latter  had  begged  that  they  might  be  returned,  but  the 
ex-Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel  had  requested  that  their 
examination  should  precede  their  return. 

April  19. — The  inspection  of  the  papers  continued,  and  after  that 
the  case  between  the  two  ministers  Kalden  and  le  Boucq  was 
settled  this  afternoon,  as  the  former  has  to  leave  with  the  fleet. 
Le  Boucq  allowed  to  appeal  to  Batavia.  Meeting  of  Political 
Couucil  in  ordei  to  prepare  and  sign  the  papers  to  be  sent  with 
the  fleet. 

April  20. — The  Commissioner  and  his  wife  proceed  on  board, 
and  is  escorted  thither  by  Governor  and  Lady  van  Assenburgh. 

April  23. — Departure  of  the  fifteen  return  ships  with  five  English 
East  Indiamen  in  company,  the  whole  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Simons. 

April  25. — Arrival  of  the  “ Mercurius.”  It  had  left  Batavia  on 
the  17th  January  last  with  two  late  ships,  the  “Concordia”  and 
“ Zuiderburgh.”  This  little  vessel  and  her  consorts  had  left  the 
Prince’s  Islands  on  the  1st  and  3rd  February.  Two  or  three  days 
after,  the  “ Mercurius  ” had  seen  some  staves,  candles,  closed 
box,  and  other  small  things  drifting  in  the  ocean.  As  it  had 
been  stormy  about  that  time  it  is  supposed  that  some  accident 
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may  have  occurred  to  the  late  ships,  the  more  so  as  they  have  not 
yet  arrived  and  nothing  has  been  heard  of  them. 

May  1. — Meeting  of  Council.  Time-expired  men  accepted  for  a 
new  term. 

During  the  presence  of  the  fleet  various  chiefs  of  the  Hottentot 
tribes,  distant  from  50  to  100  miles  from  the  Castle,  with  whom  the 
Company  had  lived  in  peace,  after  the  free  barter  system  had  been 
suspended,  arrived  here  in  troops  and  parties  to  congratulate  the 
Governor  on  his  appointment,  and  beg  that  they  might  remain  on 
the  same  footing  of  peaee,  called  by  them  Sam,  Sam.  This  was 
granted,  and  to-day  some  emissaries  arrived  from  the  “ kraal”  of 
White  Coopman,  who  brought  the  same  congratulations  and  made 
the  same  request,  which  was  also  granted.  The  Governer  also,  by 
their  desire,  appointed  two  captains,  viz.,  Black  Coopman  and 
Slobber,  giving  each  a cane  with  a brass  top,  on  which  their  names 
were  engraved,  and  also  other  ordinary  presents  Having  said 
farewell  and  presented  their  own  tabeetje s (presents)  in  return,  they 
left 

May  3. —The  C.urt  of  Justice  condemned  three  sailors,  for 
desertion,  to  be  scourged  and  chained,  and  serve  six  months  as 
convicts. 

May  4. — Meeting  of  Council.  William  Corssenaar  sent  to 
Stellenbosch  as  Political  Commissioner  to  examine  the  books. 

Some  members  of  the  Drakenstein  Church  having  again  and 
again  begged  that  they  might  be  supplied  with  a minister,  in  order 
to  administer  the  Sacrament  and  baptize  some  children,  it  was 
decided  to  inform  the  Church  Council  there,  that  the  Rev.  H.  Bek 
would  be  sent,  but  as  the  Council  had  heard  that  there  was  some 
ill  feeling  existing  against  that  minister,  the  Church  Council  was 
also  ordered  to  state  plainly  by  letter  whether  they  wished  to 
accept  that  minister  for  the  purpose  or  not,  that  neither  this 
Government  nor  the  person  of  the  minister  be  humiliated  by  any 
unseasonable  difficulties. 

The  “ Zuidpool,”  employed  in  the  Cape  service  some  years, 
to  be  sent  to  Batavia  as  soon  as  the  first  vessel  from  home  arrives. 

May  8. — Mi  ding  of  Counci  . Jean  Durant  appointed  Heemraad. 
of  Drakenstein  vice  Jan  Schupping  deceased. 

May  10. — Arrival  of  the  galiot  “Nagel”  with  despatches  from 
Holland,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  “ Schellenburg,”  also  with 
despatches  for  the  Cape. 

May  15. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance  trans- 
acted. 

May  22. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “ Nagel  ” to  be  kept  here  in 
place  of  the  “ Zuidpool,”  which  proceeds  to  Batavia.  The  lead  in 
her  to  be  sent  to  Batavia  in  another  ship. 

May  24. — Council  of  Justice  condemns  a male  slave,  for  having 
treacherously  wounded  a female  one,  ad  torturam. 

May  31. — The  above-mentioned  prisoner  was  examined  in  the 
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torture  room,  and  when  scarcely  brought  to  the  actum  proprium , 
confessed,  free  from  pain  or  blows,  his  offence  voluntarily. 

June  5. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance  trans- 
acted. 

June  7. — The  slave  mentioned  in  journal  of  May  24  and  31, 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  for  attempting  to  kill  the  female  slave. 

June  9. — Execution  of  the  slave.  The  whole  crime  given  in  the 
sentence,  which  is  signed  by  L.  van  Assenburgb,  J.  0.  d’Ableing,  , 
0.  Bergh,  J.  Swellengrebel,  W.  van  Putten,  K.  J.  Slotsboo,  J. 
Brommert,  C.  H.  Diepenauw,  A.  Bowman,  and  A.  Poulle* 
secretary. 

June  12. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance  trans- 
acted. 

June  15. — A whale  washed  up  at  Salt  River.  The  Governor 
and  Seeunde  wont  to  see  it,  moved  by  curiosity,  the  weather  being 
favourable. 

June  17. — The  Fiscal,  deputies  from,  and  secretary  of  the  Court 
of  Justice,  proceed  to  the  jetty  to  inspect  the  body  of  a sailor  of  the 
“ Mossel.”  It  was  decided  that  in  a state  of  intoxication  he  must 
have  fallen  into  the  sea  and  been  drowned.  The  body  was  taken 
to  the  hospital  for  burial. 

June  21 . — The  continuous  rains  have  made  the  soil  so  wet  that 
no  plough  oan  be  used ; the  oxen  sinking  up  to  their  stomachs  in 
the  mud.  The  early  crops  sown  in  the  valleys  are  all  under 
water. 

June  23. — At  11  a.m.  the  Fiscal  and  deputies  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  the  burgher  J.  H.  Hagedoorn,  the  door  of  whose  bed- 
room had  been  found  closed  a longer  time  than  usual.  It  was 
opened  with  a sledgehammer.  The  wife  was  found  (eighteen 
years  old)  in  a good  position  with  the  cover  half-way  over  her  and 
her  bosom  bare.  A clear  white  foam  had  burst  forth  in  her  agony, 
from  nose  and  mouth.  The  corpse  was  examined  by  the  chief 
surgeon,  who  believed  that,  as  the  thumbs  were  drawn  closely 
within  the  hands,  and  the  muscles  along  the  back  and  shoulders- 
were  quite  blue,  and  that  she  had  suffered  from  hysterics  and  fits,, 
that  she  had  died  from  apoplexy  or  epilepsy,  as  no  other  signs  were 
observed  about  the  body.  The  man  lay  in  his  shirt  quite  benumbed 
and  speechless  under  the  bed.  It  was  supposed  that,  being 
suddeidy  awakened,  and  seeing  his  wife  in  that  state  at  his  side  he 
must  have  fainted  and  been  brought  to  that  pitiful  state. 

June  24. — Hagedoorn  somewhat  better  and  quite  conscious,  but 
he  declares  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  occurrence. 

June  26 — Meeting  of  Council.  A boatswain’s  mate  disrated  for 
theft.  Promotions  in  consequence.  Some  coal  lauded  from  the 
“ Schaagerlaan  ” to  lighten  her  and  accommodate  the  smiths. 

June  27. — More  favourable  weather,  and  very  exhilarating. 
Farmers  have  a fine  opportunity  for  ploughing.  Vines  being 
pruned. 
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June  30. — Muster  of  the  garrison  : — 

Garrison 
On  the  “ Amy  ” 

On  Robben  Island 
On  the  outside  Stations 
Convicts 
In  Hospital 


443  men. 


9 

8 

17 

11 

25 


yy 

>> 

yy 


Grand  total 


513  men. 


J uly  7. — Sentence  of  the  Court  of  Justice.  That  the  agriculturist 
Jean  de  Thuilet,  living  in  the  Wagon  makers  Valley,  had  in 
December  last  in  his  own  house  been  guilty  of  two  abominable 
homicides — killing  one  of  his  slaves,  Andries,  and  a Hottentot 
named  Caller  ; that  he  had  fled  after  doing  the  deed  ; that  he  had 
been  four  times  summoned  by  edictal  citation  ; that  a reward  of 
Rds.  25  was  offered  for  his  apprehension  ; that  all  were  penally 
interdicted  from  harbouring  or  concealing  him,  or  furnishiug  him 
with  supplies  ; that  he  is  still  at  large  ; that  the  crime  is  not  only 
judicially  known,  but  that  Thuilet  is  proved  to  be  the  author;  for 
the  Landdrost  proved  that  when  the  fugitive’s  slaves  and  Hotten- 
tots had  on  the  4th  December  returned  home  from  cuttiug  corn, 
the  criminal  had  in  an  angry  mood,  supposing  that  Andries  and 
Caffer  had  taken  and  hid  his  keys,  caught  and  bound  them,  then 
hoisted  them  with  their  hands  to  a bemn  and  miserably  beaten 
them  with  an  ox  thong.  That  he  had  continued  so  long  until 
he  was  tired  ; that  thereupon  he  had  by  threats  persuaded  Christian 
Nykers  to  give  the  miserable  sufferers  each  about  three  blows 
with  the  same  rope,  and  who  acknowledged  that  he  did  it. 
That  afterwards  Thuilet  endeavoured  to  tread  upon  these  people 
with  his  feet  or  kick  them,  but  that  accideutally  Bareud  Pieters/ 
Blond  alias  thin  bar  end  arrived,  who  stopped  him  and  spoke 
against  it,  advising  the  offender  to  unloosen  the  prisoners,  and  to 
bring  them  to  Stellenbosch  and  charge  them  there,  that  they  might 
be  punished  there  according  to  their  deserts ; that  he  really 
did  untie  the  sufferers  on  their  miserable  lamentations  and  the 
serious  admonitions  of  Barend ; but  that  when  the  latter  had 
again  left,  de  Thuilet  came  to  the  barbarous  resolution  to  hind 
the  feet  of  these  two  sixfferers,  who  had  been  so  miserably  beaten,, 
to  the  same  beam  with  their  heads  downwards,  and  again  to  beat 
them  with  the  same  rope  over  their  bodies,  leaving  them  hanging 
in  that  state  for  about  an  horn'.  That  after  that  he  unloosened 
them,  and  trod  and  kicked  the  Hottentot  so  severely  that  he  at  once 
died,  the  slave  dying  a few  days  later.  And  that  as  these  two 
men  evidently  died  from  the  cruel  treatment  which  they  had 
received,  the  criminal  at  once  fled,  and  so  proved  that  he  was 
guilty  of  these  horrible  murders  and  contempt  of  justice.  All  this 
being  very  abominable  capital  offences,  carried  out  in  such  a cruel 
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and  barbarous  manner  that  they  make  a person  shudder,  and 
are  most  severely  punishable  in  a well  conditioned,  honour 
and  peace-loving  government,  where  only  charity,  peace  and 
harmony  are  planted  and  cultivated,  and  justice  is  kept  pure  in 
warding  off  and  suppressing  all  licentious  offences,  limitless 
excesses  and  all  other  evils,  the  Court  of  Justice,  having  considered 
the  whole  case,  condemn  the  fugitive  de  Thuilet,  as  soon  as  he  falls 
into  the  hands  of  justice,  to  be  shot;  with  confiscation  of  all  his 
property,  deducting  beforehand  all  the  costs  of  the  trial,  one  half 
going  to  the  prosecutor  and  the  other  to  the  Court. 

And  whereas  Pieter  Harmensz  Brasman,  born  at  the  Cape,  aud 
40  years  old,  emancipated  slave  of  Mrs  Christina  Does,  widow 
Diemer,  voluntarily  confessed  “that  on  the  81st  January  he  and 
some  farmers  had  been  in  the  house  of  Joshua  Seillier,  at  the 
Kruispad,  between  “ Bottelary  ” and  the  “ Tiger  bergen,”  in  order 
together  to  proceed  to  Cape  Town ; that  prisoner,  missing  his 
whip,  asked  the  com]) any  in  general  about  it;  that  only  Jacob 
Bourbenoys  replied  ; that  thereupon  prisoner  seized  him  before 
the  door  by  the  hair,  threw  him  on  the  ground  and  struck  him 
so  with  his  fists  that  the  blood  ran  from  his  nose;  that  not 
satisfied  with  this  evil  treatment,  and  not  wishing  to  check  his 
angry  passions,  and  without  any  fear  of  those  in  lawful  authority  or 
of  the  Court  of  J ustice,  did  not  hesitate  to  throw  the  man  Bourbenoys 
on  the  ground  and  wound  him  with  his  knife  in  the  shoulder 
two  inches  deep ; that  pulling  out  the  knife  prisoner  said — 
“ there  is,”  or,  “you  have  enough — there  is  blood.”  And  that 
thereupon  he  continued  his  journey  to  the  Cape,  where  he  fell 
into  the  hands  of  justice.” 

All  this  being  public  violence,  and  an  absolute  violation  of  the 
public  load,  combined  with  a malicious  wounding,  so  that  the 
public  roads  and  streets  are  not  only  made  unsafe,  but  the  general 
peace,  love  and  harmony  are  greatly  hindered  and  interrupted, 
from  which  all  kinds  of  further  evils  may  spring,  which  cannot  be 
tolerated  in  a land  where  justice  is  maintained,  but  must  be 
rigorously  punished  as  a terror  to  all  evildoers, — the  Court  of 
Justice,  &c  , condemns  the  prisoner  to  be  tied  to  a pole  at  the 
place  of  execution,  with  a knife  above  his  head,  and  thoroughly 
scourged  on  his  bare  back  ; to  be  banished  eternally  from  this 
country,  and  (o  be  confined  on  Kobben  Island  until  the  Govern- 
ment  and  Council  have  decided  upon  his  place  of  banishment. 

July  10. — The  galiot  “ Postlooper  ” brings  news  that  about 
three  days  ago,  five  burgher  convicts  and  three  belonging  to  the 
Company  had  escaped  in  a fishing  boat  from  liobben  Island — the 
boat  having  been  obliged  to  seek  shelter  there  from  the  storm — 
and  that  the  fugitives  had  landed  at  Blueberg.  As  nothing  good 
can  he  expected  from  their  escape,  the  Government  gave  the 
necessary  orders  for  their  recapture.  In  the  evening  it  was 
reported  that  another  fishing  boat,  which  had  gone  out  to  look  for 
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the  bait  iu  which  the  convicts  had  escaped,  had  turned  over  in 
the  surf,  and  that  five  black  fishermen  had  been  drowned. 

Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance  transacted. 

July  12. — The  Landdrost,  a corporal  and  12  men  sent  after 
the  fugitives,  who  have  gone  inland. 

July  17. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important  transacted. 

July  31. — Meeting  of  Council.  Abraham  Ton  lie,  Secretary  of 
Justice,  and  the  messenger  Marinus  Keestok,  show  by  memorial 
that  they  have  never  yet  drawn  any  fees  for  slaves  condemned  to 
death  for  crime  and  executed,  notwithstanding  all  such  verdicts 
have  been  given  with  the  costs  and  expenses  of  justice.  The 
Council  consider  the  memorial  reasonable,  and  as  the  funds  of  the 
Court  were  in  a favourable  condition,  it  was  decided  that  hence- 
forth the  Court  shall  pay  them  the  expenses  earned  by  them  in 
the  execution  of  the  slaves  of  the  inhabitants,  for  whom  it  would 
be  hard  to  pay  the  costs,  besides  losing  the  value  of  their 
slaves  ; but  no  payment  shall  be  made  for  slaves  of  the  Company, 
and  only  when  it  is  found  that  there  is  enough  on  hand  iu  the 
Court’s  chest.  Moreover,  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  produce 
an  account  of  a preceding  year  in  the  following  one,  as  the  audit 
accounts  are  to  be  made  up  annually  and  closed  off.  The 
payments  above  mentioned  to  commence  in  September,  1707,  and 
to  continue  so. 

Some  coal  landed  from  the  “ Carthago.” 

August  3. — Meeting  of  Council.  Quarrel  between  the  skipper  and 
the  chief  mate  of  the  “ Duivenoorde,”  and  the  removal  of  the  latter. 

August  7. — Meeting  of  Council.  Older  of  the  India  Board, 
dated  23rd  September,  1707,  to  fit  out  one  or  two  of  the  ships 
arriving  from  home  for  Mauritius  in  order  on  passant  to  take  on 
board  for  Batavia  the  rest  of  the  freemen  still  on  the  island,  and 
their  most  valuable  property,  together  with  the  Company’s  servants 
and  their  effects.  No  ship  having  as  yet  arrived  that  had  room 
on  board  for  such  a purpose,  the  Council  decides  to  fit  out  the 
‘ Carthago,”  and  remove  her  money  chests  into  the  “Yryburg,” 
and  also  to  order  the  “ Mercurius  ” to  bear  her  company  and  be 
of  assistance  to  her  in  getting  the  people  on  board.  The  “ Carth- 
ago ” being  heavy  shall  proceed  to  the  N.W.  haven,  and  the 

Mercurius  ” to  the  S.E  harbour  before  the  Lodge,  to  take  on 
board  the  goods  there  and  carry  them  to  the  “ Carthago.”  The 
“ Mercurius  ” can  likewise  bring  back  with  her  those  of  the  nine 
families  still  there,  who  may  prefer  to  come  to  the  Cape.  She  will 
also  be  able  to  tell  us  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  another 
ship. 

August  9. — Meeting  of  Court  of  Justice.  A certain  freeman’s 
wife,  having  committed  adultery  with  the  master  woodcutter,  was 
lawfully  divorced  from  her  husband,  and  sentenced  for  five  years 
to  the  house  of  correction  at  Batavia.  The  woodcutter  was 
banished  for  two  years  on  liobben  Island. 


August  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  Salary  of  Rev.  H.  Bek 
increased  from  f90  to  flOO  per  month,  as  he  had  faithfully, 
most  zealously,  and  diligently  discharged  his  duties  within  this 
Government  for  more  than  six  years,  and  as  his  five  years’  con- 
tract had  expired.  Regarding  the  second  portion  of  the  memorial, 
that  he  might  receive  the  same  rafions  and  emoluments  which  in 
course  of  time  the  ministers  had  enjoyed  here  at  the  Castle,  it  was 
decided  to  allow  him  the  emoluments  during  tho  time  in  which  he 
had  discharged  his  ministerial  duties  at  the  Cape,  when  the  Rev. 
le  Boucq  had  in  writiug  refused  to  officiate,  i.e.,  from  September 
last  year  to  the  5 1st  January  last.  As  long  as  he  discharges  his 
office  in  the  country,  he  shall  only  draw  the  emuluments  allowed 
to  his  predecessor,  the  late  Rev.  Hercules  van  Loon. 

August  18. — Heavy  mist  from  the  sea  in  the  afternoon,  coverings 
the  whole  country,  accompanied  with  great  stench  and  cold  moisture. 

August  21. — Meeting  of  Council.  Particulars  not  given. 

August  24. — The  Landdrost  and  deputies  from  the  Court  of 
Justice  busy  this  morning  in  the  torture  room  to  bring  certain 
offenders,  condemned  eight  days  ago,  ad  actum  proprium.  A free- 
man’s slave  acknowleded  that  he  had  killed  a Hottentot  with  a 
short  sharp  knife,  and  will  receive  his  punishment  in  due  time. 
On  the  other  hand  three  Hottentots,  charged  with  sheep  stealing, 
obstinately  denied  it. 

August  25  —The  “ Mercurius  ” brings  a cai’go  of  fish  from 
Saldanha  Bay  for  the  garrison,  &c. 

August  27.  - Burial  in  the  church  this  afternoon,  according  to 
bis  rank,  of  Adriaan  van  Reede,  who  had  died  three  days  ago. 

August  30. — Decided  to  lease  the  licences  for  the  sale  of  Cape 
wines,  brandies,  and  other  distilled  waters,  European  and  foreign 
beer,  sack  and  Spanish  wines,  &c.,  in  the  same  way  as  last  year, 
but  to  allow  the  four  lessees  of  the  Cape  wines  to  open  an 
additional  house  for  selling  by  retail.  This  will  be  told  them 
separately  and  verbally,  as  nothing  is  said  about  it  in  the  con- 
ditions framed  by  Commissioner  Daniel  Heyns,  and  should  the 
lessees  in  general  make  the  request  to  allow  them  each  two 
additional  taps. 

The  beer  licence  allowed  by  contract  to  the  Widow  Rutgert 
Alensinck  for  f2,750 — the  same  price  paid  last  year — to  avoid 
the  unpleasantness  which  would  be  caused  if  the  lease  were  put 
up  publicly,  as  was  the  case  in  170b  between  the  said  widow  and 
the  lessee  Jan  Myndert  Cruy wagon  regarding  the  supply  of  good 
beer — a dispute  not  yet  settled  by  the  Directors. 

August  31. — The  various  leases  realised  fo  1,450  or  f2,375  more 
than  the  preceding  year. 

September  4. — Meeting  of  Council. — The  free  baker,  Claas 
Mayboom,  allowed  to  establish  a barley  mill.  The  concession  was 
granted  to  him  for  three  years,  the  Council  having  no  authority  to^ 
extend  it  to  ten  without  consulting  the  Directors. 


September  8. — The  “Carthago”  and  “ Mercuriu?  ” leave  for 
Mauritius. 

September  1 1 . — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important 
transacted. 

The  Governor  having  been  informed  that  Captain  Leva  of  the 
English  ship  “ Hern,”  which  had  arrived  last  Sunday  without 
saluting  the  Castle,  had  lauded,  he  sent  Captain  0.  Berg  to  him  to 
tell  him  that  he  was  much  surprised  that  coming  into  the  bay  fox- 
water  and  refreshments,  and  under  a fort  belonging  to  the 
•Company  and  the  flag  of  tlxeir  High  Mightinesses,  he  had  neglected 
to  give  the  usual  salute  fh-ed  everywhere  as  customary  over  the 
whole  world,  and  that  the  Grovernor  thei’efore  notified  to  him  tfiat 
he  (Captain  Leynl  was  to  salute  the  Castle  px-operly  before 
to-morrow  noon,  or  that  he  would  have  to  declare  in  presence  of 
Commissioners  that  being  a Quaker,  he  may  not  according  to  his 
religion,  fire  a gun.  Should  he  fail  in  either,  the  Governor  would, 
to-morrow  afternoon,  shoot  him  from  the  roadstead.  Upon  that 
Leyn  at  once  asked  an  audience  from  the  Governor,  and  the  latter 
having  let  him  come  once  fruitlessly,  received  him  about  five  o’clock 
p.m.  He  protested  that  he  was  very  sorry  for  the  mistake  and 
apologised  for  the  same,  as  he  had  been  ill  and  in  bed,  and  his 
officers  had  been  busy  and  imprudently  made  the  mistake.  In 
•oi’dor  to  prove  the  truth  of  these  words  he  would  proceed  that 
evening  on  board  and  salute  the  Castle  to-morrow  morning  at 
daybreak  aud  do  his  duty  in  that  respect.  After  these  earnest 
protestations  the  Governor  presented  him  with  a glass  of  wine  and 
showed  him  further  all  attention.  This  audience  took  place  in  the 
presence  of  two  or  three  other  English  captains,  who  praised  it 
very  much. 

September  12. — The  “ Hern  ” salutes  the  Castle  early  in  the 
morning  with  eleven  guns  and  is  thanked  with  nine. 

September  13. — Meeting  of  the  Court  of  Justice.  A slave 
sentenced  to  death  for  various  offences  against  his  mistress. 
Another  was  immediately  sentenced  to  be  brought  ad  actum  vro- 
prium , and  in  ease  of  no  confession,  submitted  to  the  full  torture 
according  to  the  custom  of  this  country  (deezer  Landen). 

September  15. — The  second  slave  above  mentioned,  who  had 
killed  a Hottentot,  without  being  put  to  the  tortui-e,  voluntarily 
.confessed  his  crime.  On  Thursday  he  will  be  tried  iu  order  to  be 
punished  with  the  other  on  the  same  day. 

September  20. — The  above-named  slave  sentenced  to  be  hanged 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  Both  prisoners  to  be  informed  of  their 
fate  to-morrow. 

September  22. — The  first  prisoner  Corydon  of  Madras,  thirty 
yeai-s  old,  a slave  of  Ariaantje  Jans,  wife  of  the  missing  farmer  Peter 
Maimer,  had  on  the  27th  May  last  got  drunk  and  then  attacked 
and  severely  beaten  a marriageable  daughter  of  his  mistress,  and 
also  a little  child  of  the  farmer  Claas  van  der  Westhuy'sen,  still 
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carried  on  the  arm — and  when  his  mistress  wished  to  help  those 
attacked,  she  was  attacked  also,  and  beaten  with  fists.  When  she 
had  gone  to  bed,  the  prisoner  attacked  her  there  again,  pulled  her 
out  of  bed  by  the  hair,  struck  her  over  and  over  again  with  a 
crowbar,  until  at  last  she  fortunately  escaped  from  him.  Assisted 
by  Claas  van  der  Westhuysen,  the  prisoner  was  bound,  and  though 
he  prayed  for  pardon  in  the  morning  when  he  was  sober,  he  Avas 
handed  over  to  justice.  His  sentence  was  that  he  was  to  be 
brought  to  the  place  of  execution  ; his  right  hand  cut  off,  and  then 
broken  from  his  lower  extremities  upwards  until  death  followed 
(after  having  previously  for  reasons  been  half  strangled).  After 
that  he  was  to  be  taken  to  the  outside  place  of  execution,  and  left 
there  on  a grating,  with  the  hand  and  crowbar  above  his  head  until 
destroy<  d by  the  birds  of  the  air. 

The  second  prisoner,  Ary  of  Nagapatam,  also  thirty  years 
old,  slave  of  the  farmer  Jan  Yoslo,  had  on  Sunday  the  29th 
July,  when  drunk  on  the  farm  in  the  evening,  stabbed  a 
Hottentot  to  death,  named  “ Warry,”  because  the  latter  had  not 
bought  a knife  and  flint  steel  for  the  ninepence  which  he 
had  given  to  him  for  the  purpose.  He  was  sentenced  to  be 
hanged  and  his  body  suspended  at  the  outside  place  of  execution 
with  the  knife  above  his  head  until  destroyed  by  the  birds  of 
the  air. 

Both  sentences  carried  out  this  day. 

September  25. — Meeting  of  Council. — Regarding  some  hands 
engaged  in  Scotland. 

Paulus  Deonys,  under  master  gardener,  having  served  his  time 
long,  faithfully  and  properly,  has  his  monthly  pay  increased  from 
f 16  to  f20. 

Ootober  3. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important  transacted. 
Three  Hottentots,  for  suspected  cattle  theft,  punished  each  with 
fifty  blows  from  a rope’s  end  on  their  bare  posteriors. 

October  9. — Meeting  of  Council. — Nothing  important. 

October  16. — Do.  do. 

October  18. — Meeting  of  Council.  Memorial  of  the  Burgher 
Councillors  showing  that  some  freemen  of  Stellenbosch  and 
Drakenstein  have  houses  in  the  Cape  District  in  which  they,  or 
others  for  them,  carry  on  their  ordinary  trades,  but  that  these 
people  do  no  burgher  service  and  mount  no  guard  here.  It  was 
thei-efore  requested  that  they  should  also  be  instructed  to  take 
their  shai’e  or  provide  substitutes,  and  further  report  themselves 
for  enrolment  to  the  Burgher  Council  within  a certain  time. 
Offenders  to  be  fined  Rds.  10.  Decreed  according g/. 

It  was  further  decided  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Burgher 
Council  that  those  already  free,  or  those  henceforth  becoming  so, 
or  whose  pay  is  suspended,  and  those  arriving  here  to  settle  as  free 
men  from  Holland,  India,  or  elsewhere,  shall  have  themselves 
enrolled  six  weeks  after  their  arrrival  or  receipt  of  their  free 


papers,  in  the  district  in  which  they  take  up  their  abode. 
Offenders  to  be  fined  Rds.  10. 

Young  men  having  reached  the  age  of  10  and  failing  to  have 
themselves  enrolled  six  weeks  after  their  birthday,  to  pay  the 
same  fine. 

Freemen  removing  from  the  Cape  ta  Stellenbosch  and  Draken- 
stein,  and  vice  versa,  are  to  have  themselves  enrolled  in  their  new 
domicile  within  three  weeks.  Offenders  likewise  to  be  fined  Rds.  10. 

Of  this  amount  Rds.  2 will  go  to  the  poor,  and  the  rest  to  the- 
burgher  chest. 

This  resolution  to  be  immediately  notified  by  placcaat. 

Mr.  D’Ableing  found  that  those  allowed  to  buy  timber  for  cash, 
at  a fixed  price,  always  selected  the  best  and  left  the  worst  on  the 
Company’s  hands.  Last  year  a large  quantity  had  to  be  soli  by 
auction  at  a great  loss.  He  suggested  that  the  timber  should  be- 
sorted,  the  best  kept  for  the  Company,  and  the  rest  sold  to  the 
public,  when  he  was  sure  that  it  would  fetch  as  much  as,  if  not 
more  than  the  best  quality. 

The  useless  wagon  wood  on  hand  might  likewise  be  sold. 

Decided  accordingly. 

October  20. — Burgher  Parade.  Meeting  and  drill  take  place 
on  the  large  square  between  the  Castle  and  the  houses  (the 
Parade).  Personal  inspection  of  the  men  by  the  Governoiy 
accompanied  by  the  Captain  and  Lieutenant.  After  inspection 
all  the  new  officers  were  installed  by  him.  After  every  name- 
had  been  read  up  from  the  roll,  it  was  found  that  the  number  of 
burghers  at  the  Cape  was  257.  After  that  eaoli  company  passed 
the  review  before  the  Governor,  and  fired  three  volleys,  which  was 
repeated  before  the  Castle.  They  then  went  home.  The  members 
of  the  Political  and  Judicial  Boards,  the  higher  officials,  the 
burgher  councillors  and  officers,  dined  with  the  Governor,  and 
were  most  courteously  received.  Towards  evening  everyone  left, 
after  having  congratulated  and  thanked  the  Governor. 

October  23. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important  trans- 
acted 

October  28. — The  “ Postlooper  ” and  “Amy  ” sent  to  Saldanha 
Bay  to  burn  train  oil  there. 

October  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  Council  decided  to  sell  some 
damaged  tobacco  by  auction. 

November  6. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important  done. 

November  8. — Meeting  of  Council.  Decided  to  allow  the  chief 
surgeon  Rds.  8 for  every  patient  cured  by  him  of  the  venereal 
disease — as  is  customary  in  India — and  to  charge  such  patient 
Rds.  2 for  medicine.  Every  one  to  be  inspected  beforehand  by 
another  surgeon  to  see  whether  he  is  really  so  infected.  Lesser 
contagious  diseases  to  be  paid  for  pro  rata  as  in  India,  ou  con- 
dition that  such  patients  have  not  overdrawn  their  accounts. 

Articles  of  merchandise  written  off  according  to  annual  custom. 
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November  11. — Sunday.  The  usual  servioes  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Joh.  Godefridus  d’Ailly.  After  the  afternoon  service  his 
Honour  the  (Governor  held  a bull  fight  against  some  dogs  on  the 
front  square  of  the  Castle,  to  which  he  had  invited  the  officers  of 
the  Company  and  the  most  influential  burgher  councillors  with 
their  military  officers.  They  were  well  treated  by  the  Governor. 

November  12. — The  heavy  south-easter’s  parching  up  the 
country  and  endangering  the  wheat  crop. 

November  13. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance. 

November  15. — The  Governor  indisposed.  No  court  sat. 

November  16. — Pieter  Kikzee  made  a.  member  of  the  Court  of 
Justice  rice  Adrian  van  Reede,  deceased. 

November  20. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

November  25. — Heavy  south-easters  causing  a general  and 
severe  drought.  The  corn,  now  ripening,  showing  small  and  very 
lean  ears  ; a miserable  and  melancholy  sight  to  see. 

November  27. — Meeting  of  Council.  As  the  people  were  in  the 
habit  of  putting  up  for  sale  but  not  selling  their  property,  and  as 
great  inconvenience  and  annoyance  result  from  this  custom  to  the 
rendu  master  and  messenger,  causing  also  a great  deal  of  dispute 
and  ill  feeling,  it  was  decided  henceforth  to  allow  the  vendu 
master  1|  per  cent,  and  the  messenger  iper  cent  , for  all  property 
put  up,  but  not  sold,  to  prevent  people  from  letting  them  make 
useless  and  expensive  journeys  into  the  country.  The  usual 
charge  of  5 per  cent,  for  the  vendu  master  aud  messenger  remain- 
ing on  all  immovable  property  sold. 

November  29  — -A  fine  rain  in  the  evening,  which  will  still  do 
some  good  to  portions  of  the  crops. 

December  2. — Heavy  rain  during  the  whole  night — good  for 
the  wheat,  vines  and  gardens. 

December  4. — Meeting  of  Council  The  Governor  and  Seounde 
represent  the  necessity  of  providing  at  a small  profit  certain 
articles  of  merchandise  to  the  people  out  of  the  stores,  especially 
iron  and  coal.  On  the  latter  a profit  of  only  f3T5  had  hitherto 
been  charged,  and  on  the  former  only  f l * 1 4 per  100  lbs.  It  was 
decided  to  raise  the  price  of  coal  from  Rds.  lOf  to  Rds.  14  per 
chaldron,  and  that  of  iron  from  Rds.  4 to  Rds.  5 per  100  lbs 
The  price  to  be  again  lowered  as  soon  as  a reduction  is  also  made 
at  home. 

Lieutenant  Kaje  Jesse  Slotsboo  appointed  to  succeed  the  late 
Adriaau  van  Reede  as  member  of  the  Council.  He  is  sworn  in 
by  the  Governor  aud  takes  his  seat. 

December  7. — The  “Amy”  brings  10  leaguers  oil  from  Sal- 
dan  ha  Bay. 

December  11. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance. 

December  19.  Meeting  of  Council.  W.  Corssenaar  made  elder 
of  the  Cape,  representing  the  Company  vice  A.  Poulle.  Jan 
d’Ailly,  deacon  on  the  Company's  side  vice  Jan  van  Hoorn.  On 
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the  side  of  the  burghers  were  elected  Willem  Basson  and  Grerrit 
Remkes  vice  Jan  Lourensz  of  Bremen.  The  deacon  Francois 
Guto  to  serve  another  year. 

As  the  harvest  is  at  hand  and  the  Commissioners  have  to  pro- 
ceed inland  to  collect  the  burgher  returns  ; and  as  Bom  time  to 
time  it  has  been  experienced  that  great  abuses  occur  among  most 
of  the  burghers  or  farmers  of  tins  government  in  estimating  and 
returning  their  annual  crops,  still  standing  or  lying  in  the  fields, 
or  already  gathered,  when  they  appear  before  the  Commissioners 
sent  out  to  frame  the  lists,  stating  just  what  they  like,  and  with- 
holding a large  portion  ; and  as  in  this  way  they  have  defrauded  the 
Company  out  of  it s lawful  right  of  tithes  to  a very  great  extent, 
notwithstanding  ail  their  Unds  have  hitherto  been  granted  to  them 
gratis,  but  principally  under  the  servitude  contained  in  all  the 
title  deeds,  that  they  shall  annually  deliver  to  the  Company  the 
tithes  of  their  harvests  gathered, — it  was  decided  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Governor,  in  order  to  prevent  such  abuses  for  the  future,  to 
warn  all  burghers  and  farmers  expressly  by  placcaat,  to  conduct 
themselves  properly  when  estimating  and  returning  their  crops, 
and  keep  as  near  the  truth  as  possible,  not  keeping  back  or  con- 
cealing anything,  but  paying  to  the  Company  the  tithes,  on  pain 
of  haviug  all  their  grain  confiscated,  whether  wheat,  barley,  or 
rye,  found  not  returned  or  concealed ; and  further  of  being 
punished  as  land  thieves  (embezzlers  of  public  money).  Bread 
and  seed  corn  to  be  excepted.  Anyone  having  made  a mistake 
shall  in  good  time  return  the  difference  to  the  Governor. 
All  defrauders  to  be  prosecuted  without  distinction  of  person. 
The  fines  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  Company,  the  Fiscal, 
and  the  informer,  whose  name  shall  be  kept  secret.  Should  the 
Fiscal  himself  inform,  half  of  the  fine  is  to  go  to  him  and  the 
other  half  to  the  Company. 

And  in  order  to  make  better  provision  still  in  this  respect,  it  was 
also  decided  most  emphatically  to  forbid  the  bakers  by  placcaat 
from  buying  corn  from  the  farmers  or  others,  or  to  take  any  over 
in  payment,  or  by  barter,  &c.,  without  the  special  consent  of,  or  an 
order  from  the  Governor.  No  one  moreover  shall  be  allowed  to 
sell  or  deliver  any  grain  to  the  ships  without  having  plainly 
informed  the  officer  of  the  outside  guard  of  the  same,  on  pain  that 
the  offender  will  for  the  first  time  be  fined  Rds.  50,  for  the  second 
Rds.  100,  aud  when  convicted  for  the  third  time,  Rds.  150,  besides 
arbitrary  correction. 

The  farm  “ Vergelegen,”  formerly  the  property  of  the  ex- 
Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel,  but  taken  from  him  by  the 
Company,  haviug  for  various  reasons  remained  unsold  hitherto, 
has  on  its  lauds  a large  quantity  of  grapes,  which  is  now  being 
cut  by  the  Company’s  servants.  As  the  pressing  season  is  at 
hand,  and  pressing  is  a work  not  fit  for  the  Company  or  convenient 
under  the  circumstances,  it  was  decided  to  make  a contraot  with 
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some  burgher  or  other,  and  afcer  reading  the  tenders  of  the  burgher 
councillors  11.  Douker,  11.  Bouman,  and  the  burghers  W.  ten 
Damme  and  Michiel  Ley,  who  were  prepared  to  do  the  work  on 
the  half,  to  make  the  following  contract  with  them: — 

That  the  contractors  shall  with  their  own  men  press  all  the 
grapes  on  the  farm  “ Vergelegeu,'’  the  Company  likewise  giving 
ten  slaves  for  the  purpose,  and  looking  after  the  vineyard. 

The  pressing  to  take  place  in  the  presence  of  two  commissioners, 
who  are  carefully  to  write  down  the  quantity  and  the  names  or 
kinds  of  wines  pressed  The  contractors  to  use  their  own  material 
and  casks  for  the  work,  the  Company  to  supply  whatever  fustage 
may  be  required  additionally. 

The  Company  to  supply  to  the  contractors  for  payment  the 
wood  and  iron  hoops  required  for  the  making  of  ten  leaguer-tubs, 
and  two  treading  and  two  receiving  tubs.  The  company  likewise 
undertaking  to  make  them,  and  to  leave  them  after  the  completion 
of  the  work  to  the  contractors,  to  do  with  them  as  they  like. 
The  contractors  likewise  to  be  supplied  with  the  cane  required  for 
making  60  ballast  baskets,  the  Company  to  make  the  baskets  and 
the  latter  to  remain  the  property  of  the  contractors. 

After  the  pressing  has  been  completed  the  produce  shall  be 
divided  into  two  equal  parts,  the  one  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Company,  the  other  to  fall  to  the  contractors.  Each  side  to 
receive  an  equal  quantity  of  white  Muscadel,  red  do.,  “ Steen  and 
Grroendruif.’’ 

The  contractors  to  convey  to  the  country  in  their  own  wagons 
all  the  fustage  of  the  Company,  and  after  the  work  has  been  done, 
and  the  division  has  taken  place,  the  wine  apportioned  to  the 
Company  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  Castle  in  the  same  casks  by  the 
contractors,  and  in  as  brief  a space  of  time  as  possible. 

Each  contracting  party  to  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  above. 

December  22. — The  Governor’s  Birihdiy.  He  is  48  years  old 
to-day.  Is  congratulated  by  the  members  of  the  Political  and 
J udicial  Corporations,  the  most  important  servants  of  the  Company, 
and  the  most  influential  of  the  bui’ghers  and  their  wives.  All 
were  invited  by  him  to  dinner,  and  from  the  Castle  and  the  ships 
in  the  bay  guns  were  fired.  Fireworks  were  also  let  off,  and  at 
10  p.m.  everyone  having  thanked  the  Governor,  went  home. 

December  27. — The  commission  for  collecting  the  annual 
returns,  leaves  for  the  country. 

December  29.- -A  certain  sailor,  Jan  Paul  Sax  of  Magdenburgh, 
punished.  Is  22  years  old  and  brother  of  Pieter  Andries  Sax. 
When  he  was  discharged  from  the  Company’s  service  to  become  a 
farm  servant,  he  took  to  vagrancy.  About  a year  ago  he  attacked, 
rubbed  and  left  helplessly  lying  on  the  ground  the  farmer  Hans 
Hendrik  Hatting,  between  the  “ Tiger  Valley  ” and  the  “Kuilen.” 
His  conscience  troubling  him  he  rode  round  and  round  the  house  of 
his  miserable  victim  the  following  morning,  until  before  daylight 
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Hatting’s  servant  Hans  Jurgen  Krnyenbergh,  not  knowing  what 
was  going  on,  came  out  and  was  asked  by  prisoner  whether  his 
master  was  in.  He  replied,  “ No,”  but  that  Hatting  had  perhaps 
proceeded  to  Stellenbosch  or  Drakenstein.  Prisoner  wishing  to 
hide  his  crime  replied — “ Hans  lies  on  the  wagon  road  near  our 
house  ( i.e .,  the  house  of  his  brother-in-law,  Cornells  Obits).  I 
gave  him  a pair  of  blue  eyes  there  and  a swollen  nose,”  at  the 
same  time  showing  the  knife  and  powder  flask.  He  then  rode 
away,  and  Jurgen  went  in  search  of  his  cruelly  treated  master, 
and  found  him  at  the  spot  mentioned,  swollen,  wounded  and 
bloody.  With  a wagon  of  Obits  the  patient  was  removed  to  the 
Cape,  and  the  offender  arrested.  The  Court  sentenced  him  to  he 
taken  to  the  place  of  execution,  bound  to  a stake  there,  thoroughly 
scourged  on  his  back  with  rods,  expelled  from  this  country  for  25 
years,  and  confined  on  Robben  Island  until  the  arrival  of  a return 
ship.  He  is  likewise  to  pay  the  medical  expense®,  and  costs  of  the 
trial. 

When  this  morning  the  sentence  had  been  read  by  the  Secretary 
before  the  Council  and  finally  considered  and  approved  of  for 
execution  ; when  every  preparation  had  been  made,  and  the  garrison 
was  standing  before  the  balcony  under  arms  for  the  better  custody 
of  the  prisoner  ; when  the  Council  bell  had  according  to  custom 
been  rung  three  times,  in  order  that  the  sentence  might  be  publicly 
read  to  the  prisoner  before  the  whole  community,  which  was  done 
in  presence  of  the  Hon.  Council  and  the  Landdrost  as  prosecutor  ; 
the  prisoner — who  had  his  sister,  the  wife  of  Obits,  who  had  like- 
wise been  sentenced,  standing  next  to  him,  and  who  would  not  leave 
him  though  she  was  ordered  to  go  away,  being  very  unwilling  to 
go  outside  of  the  circle  made  by  the  soldiers — did  not  hesitate,  when 
the  Secretary  had  read  a few  lines  of  the  sentence  to  the  public, 
and  reached  the  statement  of  the  crime,  to  say  in  contempt  of 
justice  and  before  all  who  were  present  and  also  in  the  face  of 
the  Council — “It  is  untrue  ” (Dat  zijn  jokkeus).  He  was  told 
to  keep  quiet  whilst  the  Secretary  continued  reading,  but  he 
would  not  cease  shaking  his  head  and  mumbling  — so  that 
what  he  said  could  not  be  heard — and  quasi  sighing.  When  the 
sentence  had  been  read  he  asked  tbe  Landdrost  whether  he  could 
not  get  a copy  of  it,  expressing  in  that  way  his  gross,  insolent 
obstinacy,  opposition  and  contempt  of  justice.  All  this  having 
been  reported  to  the  Governor,  the  latter  at  once  convened  a 
council  meeting  and  asked  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
postpone  the  execution  (because  of  that  enormity),  and  further 
examine  the  obstinate  prisoner,  in  order  to  punish  him  according 
to  his  deserts,  and  provisionally  to  arrest  his  sister  (the  wife  of 
Cornelis  Obits)  This  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the 
execution  of  the  sentence  delayed. 

December  31. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Secuude  J.  C.  d’Ableing 
appointed  to  succeed  Willem  Corsseuaar  as  president  of  the 
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Orphan  Board,  and  Abraham  Diemer  as  ordinary  member  vice 
Cornelis  Botina  to  represent  tlie  burghers. 

As  members  for  the  Marriage  Board  were  selected  from  tire 
burghers  Hendrik  Bouman  and  Abraham  Diemer  vice  Cornelis 
Botma  and  Nicolas  Oortmans. 

Dirk  Coetzee  and  Pieter  van  der  Byl  elected  Heemraden  of 
Stellenbosch  vice  Antonie  van  der  Lith  and  Dirk  Mol. 

Francois  du  Toit  and  Arnoud  Kruisman  elected  Heemraden  of 
Drakenstein  vice  Pierre  Rousseau  and  Jacobus  van  As. 

Claude  Marais  appointed  elder  of  Drakenstein  vice  Pierre  Yilliers; 
and  Daniel  Hugot  and  Hermanns  Bosman  appointed  deacons  vice 
Charles  Marais  and  Abraham  Yivie 

When  the  election  of  burgher  councillors  was  being  discussed, 
and  the  Governor  had  given  his  vote  for  the  ex-burgher  councillor, 
H.  Husing — one  of  those  nominated — the  Secunde  stated  that  he 
could  not  agree  with  that  choice  for  the  reasons  contained  in  the 
following  remonstrance  and  request  submitted  by  him  to  Com- 
missioner Cornelis  Joan  Simons  and  Governor  Louis  van  Assen- 
burgh,  and  in  the  marginal  notes  marked  on  the  same  by  those 
two  gentlemen. 

Remonstrance  and  request  as  above. 

“ It  is  well  known  to  you  that  the  burgher  H.  Husing,  having 
been  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Political  Council  on  the 
7th  instant,  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  W.  A.  van 
der  Stel  for  leave  to  remain  over  here  a year  longer  in  order  to 
conduct  to  its  end  a lawsuit  in  which  he  had  a few  days  previously 
been  involved  by  the  said  Husing, — had  amongst  other  angry 
expressions  against  the  said  Mr.  van  der  Stel,  also  said  that  it 
would  never  go  well  here  as  long  as  his  Honour  was  here,  as  the 
Inquisition  Council  had  lasted  even  after  he  had  been  out  of  the 
Government,  and  is  still  proceeding  on  its  course.  Upon  that  the 
writer,  addressing  you,  said  that  he  was  in  duty  and  honour  bound 
not  to  show  indifference  concerning  the  last  words,  viz.,  that  “ the 
Council  of  Inquisition,”  &c.,  as  he  had  since  that  time  had  the 
government  in  his  hands  and  consequently  presided  in  the  Council. 
He  therefore  could  not  tolerate  that  his  government,  which  to  the 
best  of  his  judgment  he  had,  with  the  moderate  talents  at  his 
disposal,  conducted  with  order  and  discreetness,  should  be  libelled 
by  his  bold  tongue  just  as  his  passions  dictated,  and  in  the 
presence  of  your  honourable  selves.  When  he  observed  that  you 
took  offence  at  that  kind  of  language  he  endeavoured  to  turn  the 
sense,  pretending  that  his  words  did  not  refer  to  the  Council  of 
Policy,  but  to  that  of  Justice ; but  as  the  latter  is  of  a much  more 
delicate  nature,  the  writer  finds  himself  compelled,  as  he  declared 
at  the  time  in  Council  also,  in  defence  of  his  own  honour  and  that 
of  his  fellow  members,  to  turn  towards  your  Honours  and  respect- 
fully but  urgently  to  request  you  that  the  said  H.  Husing  may  be 
ordered  before  the  end  of  this  week  to  point  out  and  prove  in 
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writing,  for  what  reason  he  has  branded  the  Court  of  Justice  with 
the  defamatory  appellation  of  Inquisition  Council,  especially  that 
part  of  his  expression  that  it  had  still  continued  after  Mr.  van  der 
Stel  had  surrendered  the  government,  that  calumnies  of  this 
nature,  should  they  hy  rumour  or  malicious  pens — which  in  this  pro- 
montory at  all  events  are  busy  more  than  too  much — come  to  the 
■ears  of  the  Directors  or  other  important  personages,  may  not  cause 
a wrong  impression  regarding  the  undersigned,  in  their  minds  ; 
who  with  a clear  conscience  submits  himself  entirely  to  an 
investigation  by  you  of  his  conduct  and  actions  during  the  period 
of  his  government  here  And  in  case  Hnsiug  be  unable  to  give 
full  satisfaction  concerning  the  same,  to  condemn  him  to  such 
reparation  and  correction,  as  in  your  opinion  may  be  considered 
proper.  And  that  this,  with  what  may  be  your  decision  on  it, 
may  be  inserted  in  the  resolution  book,  seeing  that  the  matter  took 
place  in  piano  nenatu  ”...  (Signed)  J.  0.  d’Ableing.  18th 
March,  1708. 

In  the  margin  was  written  : — The  request,  as  not  at  all 
unfounded,  might  he  accorded  to  the  chief  merchant  and  Adminis- 
trator, J.  0.  d’Ableing,  but  considering  that  the  accused,  Sieur 
Henning  Husing,  ex-burgher  councillor,  allowed  his  tongue  to  run 
much  further  apparently  than  he  intended,  the  petitioner  will 
have  for  that  reason,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the  times,  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  last  part  of  his  request,  viz  , that  this  memorial 
of  his  may  be  inserted  in  the  resolution  book,  which  we  acoord. 
(Signed)  In  the  Castle,  G.H.,  11th  April,  1708.  Coruelis 
Joan  Simons,  and  L.  van  Assenburgh. 

In  consequence  of  this  Mr.  d’Ableiug  submitted  that  he  could 
not  sit  in  any  board  with  the  said  Husing  unless  the  latter 
retracted  his  words  aud  made  proper  amends  for  the  same. 

Husing  was  thereupon  called  in  and  informed  of  the  above 
by  the  Governor,  who  asked  him  whether  he  persisted  iu  what 
he  had  said,  or  acknowledged  the  members  of  the  Hoard  as 
honest  people  against  whom  he  had  nothing  to  say.  He  replied 
that  he  had  uttered  the  words  mentioned  in  a passion,  and  had 
nothing  to  say  against  tiie  Council,  and  further  that  he  would 
consider  it  an  honour  to  sit  with  them  at  any  board. 

It  was  then  unanimously  found  good  to  elect  Uenuiug 
Husing  as  Burgher  Councillor,  together  with  Hendrik  Donker, 
instead  of  the  retiring  Cornells  Botma  and  Hendrik  Boumau. 

The  Secuude  shows  by  memorial  according  to  the  yearly  returns 
deposited  iu  his  office,  that  the  returns  of  grain  had  been  made 
very  soberly  and  greatly  to  the  loss  of  the  Company.  The  sums 
for  tithes  in  arrear  since  1702  up  to  date  were  on 
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These  arrears  had  not  been  caused  by  the  inability  or  unsuc- 
cessfulness  of  the  fanners,  and  hence  it  would  be  difficult  for  him 
and  injurious  to  the  Company  if  their  collection  were  longer 
delayed.  As  the  harvest  was  at  hand  he  wished  to  know  how 
they  should  be  collected,  as  they  would  fill  a large  gap  in  the 
annual  expenditure. 

He  wished  also  to  draw  attention  to  the  debts  of  various  persons 
in  the  freebooks  amounting  to  f 47,646' 3.  Some  are  able  to  pay, 
others  not,  on  account  of  had  management  or  death. 

He  submitted  that  the  whole  should  be  carefully  gone  into,  and 
those  who  can,  be  made  to  pay.  Others  to  receive  extension  of 
time,  and  in  case  of  the  dead,  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  heirs,  &c. 

He  likewise  referred  to  the  arrears  for  servants’  hire  (knechts 
loon),  amounting  to  f3,175'10. 

It  was  resolved  to  give  notice  to  all  to  pay  their  arrears  with 
this  haivest ; those  wishing  to  object,  to  appear  before  this  board. 
For  the  rest,  the  proposal  of  the  Secunde  was  adopted. 

Gk>d  the  Lord  be  thanked,  Who  has  protected  us  this  year  again 
so  graciously  from  all  enemies  from  outside,  and  internal  wars 
with  the  Hottentot  natives  ; we  earnestly  beseech  Him  that  we 
may  continue  here  free  from  all  evil  attacks  in  good  tranquillity, 
peace  and  union  unto  a happy  and  prosperous  end. 

1709. 

January  1. — New  Year,  according  to  old  custom,  inducted  with 
17  guns.  No  south-easter — fine  air.  All  the  leading  officials  and 
their  wives  proceed  to  the  Governor  at  9 a.m.  to  congratulate  him 
and  wish  him  a happy  year.  They  were  most  kindly  received 
and  remained  to  dinner.  At  9 p.m.  fthe  day  having  passed  with 
particular  enjoyment  and  unanimity,  and  his  Honour  having  been 
oivilly  thanked)  everyone  went  home.  Strong  south-easter  again 
in  the  evening. 

January  8. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

January  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  Great  want  of  smith’s  coals. 
Some  to  be  landed  from  the  “ Waarde,”  also  two  casks  of  butter,  of 
which  we  have  nothing  left,  mainly  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
supplies  to  the  last  return  fleet  and  other  ships. 

January  11. — The  Fiscal  and  Commissioners  proceed  to  Salt 
River  to  inspect  a corpse.  Only  a skeleton  was  found,  which 
could  not  be  identified.  It  was  buried  there.  The  heat  “smother- 
ing.” 

January  15. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

January  17.-  -Court  of  Justice  sentences  a soldier  for  deserting 
his  post  to  be  severely  whipped  by  the  Gaffers,  placed  in  irons,  and 
to  serve  one  and  a half  years  on  Robben  Island  as  a convict.  1 1 e is 
likewise  to  forego  three  months’  pay  and  pay  the  costs.  Weather 
still  frightfully  hot. 
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January  22. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

January  24. — Meeting  of  Court  of  Justice.  A man  and  woman, 
both  married,  but  cohabiting  together  for  ten  yeai’s,  and  having 
begotten  four  children,  each  fined  Eds.  70  for  reasons;  also  to  be 
banished  separately  for  life  from  the  Company’s  possessions,  and 
to  pay  the  costs. 

January  26 — Heavy  south-easter.  Arrival  of  the  “Mercurius,’’ 
which  had  with  the  “ Carthago  ” left  for  Mauritius  on  the  8tli 
September  last  year.  Both  arrived  there  on  the  2nd  November 
in  the  south-east  and  north-west  harbours.  On  the  3rd  December 
the  “ Carthago  ” left  for  Batavia  with  some  freemen,  and  on  the 
25th  December  the  “ Mercurius  ” returned  hither  with  the  rest,  so 
that  only  the  garrison  remained  behind,  which  is  anxiously  await- 
ing its  removal. 

January  29. — Meeting  of  Council.  Eesolved  to  land  some  coal 
out  of  the  “ Zandhorst  ” for  the  Company,  the  free  smiths  and 
agriculturists. 

February  2. — Jan  Paul  Sax,  whose  case  was  postponed  on  the  28th 
December,  was  this  day  punished  without  any  aggravation  of  the 
previous  sentence.  Condemned  on  the  28th  December  he  did  not 
hesitate,  &c.  (see  Journal  of  29th  December).  Having  both  by 
word  of  mouth  and  in  writing  expressed  his  contrition,  and  been 
detained  five  weeks  longer,  it  was  decided  to  adhere  to  the 
sentence  as  it  stood. 

February  4. — Arrival  of  the  “ Zeelandia”  with  the  secret  orders 
for  the  return  fleet.  She  brought  the  pleasant  news  that  last 
year’s  return  ships  had  arrived  on  the  13th  and  14th  September 
last.  The  vessel  bad  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  Finisterre  been 
chased  by  a Turk  carrying  an  English  flag,  but  had  escaped. 

February  5. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

February  12. — No  ships  in  the  bay.  The  Governor  at  5 a.m 
proceeded  to  “ Yergelegen”  in  Hottentots  Holland  with  the  Secunde 
and  Secretary  of  the  Council ; they  were  accompanied  by  two 
clerks  appointed  to  be  present  at  the  grape  pressing,  and  intend  to 
subdivide  the  farm  and  give  the  necessary  orders  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  tbe  Directors. 

February  1 5. — A stiff  south-easter  before  noon.  Calm  in  the 
afternoon.  Weather  very  oppressively  hot.  The  wine  farmers 
everywhere  busy  pressing  their  grapes,  and  the  agriculturists 
threshing  their  wheat,  which  is  more  than  was  expected,  and  con- 
veying the  same  to  the  Company’s  stores 

February  19. — Arrival  of  the  “ Scliellenberg.”  Had  left  with 
eight  other  ships  Batavia’s  roadstead  on  the  26th  November,  and 
under  the  flag  of  the  Independent  Councillor  of  Justice,  Advocate 
Hykloff  Michiel  van  Goens,  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Sunda 
on  the  19th  December. 

February  20. — Arrival  of  five  of  the  above.  The  Governor 
supposed  to  be  at  Stellenbosch,  end  notified  of  the  fact  by  express. 
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February  21. — Return  of  the  Governor  in  the  afternoon,  in 
good  health.  He  had  the  farm  “ Yergelegen  ” subdivided  into 
four  lots,  to  he  sold  at  an  early  opportunity. 

February  23. — Meeting  of  Council. — The  despatches  received 
were  read. 

February  26. — Meeting  of  Council.  To  save  the  preserved 
provisions,  of  which  the  supply  is  limited,  it  was  resolved  to  allow 
the  fleet  three  refreshment  days  per  week. 

March  5. — Meeting  of  Council  The  burgher  Herbert  Jansz  of 
Scboonhoven,  one  of  the  finders  of  the  piece  of  ambergris  at 
Mauritius  in  1699  (it  weighed  37  lbs.),  wished  to  have  his  reward, 
viz  , one-fifth  of  the  same  at  Rds.  5 per  oz.,  fixed  by  the  ex-Com- 
raander  Lamotius  In  their  despatch  of  23rd  June,  1700,  the 
Directors  disallowed  it,  and  fixed  Rds.  1 per  oz  , with  a flask  of 
arrack,  as  was  customary  before.  Decided  to  pay  him  the  arrack 
in  money  at  4 skillings  per  flask,  as  he  is  poor  and  in  want,  and 
was  compelled  to  abandon  his  prosperity  on  the  island  with  wife 
and  children.  The  arrack  also  would  have  been  more  valuable  to 
him  there,  and  the  Company’s  stores  here  are  likewise  soberly 
provided  with  it.  The  Rd.  1 premium  had  already  been  paid 
out  to  him  at  Mauritius  according  to  the  information  of  Com- 
mander Momber.  This  matter  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Directors  for  their  instructions. 

Some  damaged  grain  written  off. 

March  12. — Meeting  of  Council.  To  save  the  preserved  provisions 
ns  much  as  possible,  the  Ceylon  squadron  shall  have  three  refresh- 
ment days  per  week. 

March  15. — The  Governor  and  some  memb-rs  of  the  Political 
Council,  deputed  for  the  purpose,  meet  in  order  to  give  their  dis- 
charges to  time-expired  servants. 

March  15. — United  Meeting  of  Political  and  Ships’  Council. 
Regarding  the  damaged  portions  of  the  cargo  of  the  “Slooteu,”  &c. 

March  18. — Meeting  of  Council.  Further  inspection  of  the 
“ Slooteu  ” oi dered.  The  fleet  not  to  wait  for  the  “ Beverwyk.’’ 
The  Governor  draws  attention  to  the  scarcity  of  pork  and  meat  on 
most  of  the  Batavia  ships,  and  asks  whether  the  fleet  should  wait 
to  be  supplied  by  ships  from  home  which  may  arrive,  or  by  the 
“ Overryp  ” expected  from  Batavia;  or  whether  any  other  plan 
may  be  discovered  wherewith  to  supply  the  vessels  mentioned. 
As  the  fleet  cannot  wait,  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  three  privileged 
butchers  whether  they  would  be  able  eight  days  before  the  fleet’s 
departure,  to  kill  and  salt  down  as  much  as  would  be  required. 
The  barley  peeler,  Claas  Mayboom,  was  prepared  to  deliver  4,000 
lbs.  of  barley  at  Rds.  3 per  muid. 

The  quarrel  between  the  skipper  of  the  “ Huys  te  Heemert  ” 
and  his  two  officers  referred  to  the  fiscal  of  the  return  fleet  for 
inquiry. 

March  20. — Meeting  of  Broad  Council.  Report  on  the  “ Slooten.” 
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Some  guns  to  be  transported  from  the  “ Wassenaar  ” into  the 
“ Slooten  ” for  ballast. 

The  quantitv^  of  meat  and  pork  on  board  the  ships  examined. 
It  was  found  that  there  would  not  be  sufficient  casks  in  which  to 
preserve  the  salted  meat,  and  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on 
the  durability  of  meat  salted  at  the  Cape ; that  most  of  the 
skippers  preferred  dried  and  smoked  mutton  to  meat  salted  here,  on 
condition  that  the  rations  for  the  men  were  properly  regulated. 
It  was  therefore  unanimously  decided  as  a provisional  step  to 
inform  all  the  people  by  advertisement  that  whoever  was  willing 
to  supply  a quantity  of  good  and  serviceable  dried  or  smoked 
mutton  for  the  ships,  if  living  at  the  Cape,  he  was  to  report  himself 
within  two  days  to  the  Secunde,  and  if  at  Stellenbosch  within  three 
or  four  days  after  date  to  the  Landdrost  and  H.H.,  stating  the 
quantity  he  will  be  able  to  deliver  within  a fortnight  according  to 
contract.  That  they  would  be  satisfactorily  paid  and  left  con- 
tented, as  a great  service  would  be  rendered  to  the  Company. 
When  it  is  known  how  much  will  be  delivered,  further  steps  may 
be  taken.  Further  meeting  to-morrow. 

March  22. — Meeting  of  Council. — Certain  damaged  cargo  of  the 
“ Slooten  ” to  be  sold  by  public  auction.  Also  some  damaged 
tobacco  of  Craamer  at  Amsterdam.  Should  the  whole  not  fetch  a 
reasonable  sum,  then  it  is  not  to  be  sold  but  gradually  distributed 
among  the  slaves. 

March  28. — Broad  Council  Meeting.  Not  one  hardly  offered 
himself  for  the  supply  of  dried  or  smoked  meat.  Only  2,500 
or  3,1)00  lbs.  were  offered — a quantity  very  little  among  so  many 
vessels.  Mecessity  of  supplying  the  ships  properly.  The  Governor 
and  flag  officers  iuspect  some  meat  salted  eight  days  ago  by  the 
contractor  Husing.  The  lean  parts  were  found  good,  but  the 
thick  parts  already  spoiling.  Decided  that  the  meat  should  first 
lie  some  days  in  the  brine  to  draw  out  the  blood,  and  after  that 
placed  in  new  salt.  That  was  not  the  idea  of  Husing  but  of  his 
fellow-contractor  Michiel  Ley.  The  former  believed  that  the 
meat  should  be  left  in  its  first  salt  and  not  pickled  beforehand ; 
and  was  prepared  to  guarantee  the  supply  remaimng  good.  It 
was  decided,  however,  to  adopt  the  plan  of  double  salting,  recom- 
mended by  Ley;  Husing  ordered  to  supply  in  that  manner;  the 
“ Meervliet  ” having  brought  sufficient  casks  for  the  purpose. 
Ley  to  supply  his  share  according  to  his  plan.  Ttie  Company  to 
supply  the  pepper. 

Decided  to  take  over  for  the  Company,  the  meat  already 
salted  by  Husing.  The  good  portions  to  be  distributed  among  the 
crews,  and  the  tainted  ones  amoug  the  slaves. 

Memorial  of  Pieter  Daalder  and  Doede  Willemsz  de  liens, 
senior  and  junior  mates  of  the  “ Huis  te  Hemert”  (see  March  18). 
That  their  skipper,  Jan  Portier,  had  charged  them  that  they  had 
on  the  13th  January  been  auchored  above  the  second  point  of 
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Java,  where  the  skipper,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  lirst  petitioner, 
had  sent  a boat  to  the  watering-place ; that  whilst  the  boat  was 
away,  the  skipper  and  first  officer  had  spoken  some  time  about  the 
wind  ; that  the  second  petitioner,  being  under  the  awning,  heard 
the  conversation  and  joined  in  it,  saying — “In  this  way  another 
month  may  pass  ; we  are  wasting  our  time  here  ” ; that  the  skipper 
replied  and  asked  why  he  had  so  much  talk,  and  whether  he  would 
keep  his  tongue  ; as  he  would  not  bear  so  much  talking  from 
him.  That  the  skipper  repeated  this  two  or  three  times,  that  the 
second  petitioner  continued  as  brusque  as  before,  and  would  not 
remain  silent ; that  thereupon  the  skipper  gave  him  a box  on  the 
ears ; that  thereupon  the  second  petitioner  seized  hold  of  the 
skipper,  whose  coat  was  slightly  torn  in  the  neck ; that  thereupon 
the  first  petitioner  intervened  and  separated  them;  that  the 
skipper  having  in  the  meanwhile  obtained  a rope,  knocked  a hole 
with  it  iu  the  head  of  the  second  petitioner,  and  ordered  him  at 
once  to  be  put  in  irons  ; that  the  first  petitioner  then  said,  that 
shall  not  be  done  ; as  it  did  not  behove  a skipper  to  slap  a mate. 
That  the  skipper  l’eplied  that  if  the  same  thing  happened  to  him 
he  also  would  not  bear  it ; that  the  mate  replied  that  he  would 
beware  of  giving  any  one  a slap,  &c.  That  petitioners  submit 
that  they  had  merely  spoken  and  acted  on  the  spur  of  the  moment 
in  order  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  to  give  the  skipper 
time  to  cool  down  again  ; and  thirdly  that  the  second  supplicant 
only  touched  the  skipper  to  ward  him  off  and  without  any  evil 
purpose  ; that  afterwards  they  discovered  that  such  a conclusion  of 
malice  might  be  drawn  ; that  no  other  quarrel  took  place  during 
the  voyage ; that  they  trust  that  the  facts  of  the  case  are  not 
inexcusable ; and  that  according  to  the  27th  Article  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Court  of  Holland,  in  order  to  avoid  a long  process 
with  its  expenses,  they  are  prepared  to  submit  themselves  to  your 
hon.  arbitration.  They  see  it  before  them,  and  are  afraid  that  iu 
prosecuting  the  case  agaiust  them,  as  stated,  great  expense  must 
be  incurred  and  great  inconvenience  caused  them  by  being 
removed  from  their  vessels  ; and  that  therefore  they  turn  to  you 
with  the  prayer  that  what  they  have  adduced  may  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  that  your  Honours  may  receive  your  petitioners 
in  their  “ submission.” 

The  skipper  and  his  Council  decided  to  leave  the  question  of 
their  “submission”  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Council,  which 
decided,  in  order  to  prevent  further  trouble,  to  remove  them  from 
their  ship,  to  put  D.  Daalder  as  second  mate  on  the  “ Gamron,” 
and  replace  him  by  David  Brouwer,  skipper  of  the  “ Nagel,”  and 
further  to  put  De  Kens  as  second  officer  on  the  “ Wassenaar,” 
and  fill  the  vacancy  with  Frank  Yerseyde. 

They  were  further  ordered  to  apologise  to  the  skipper  before  the 
Broad  Council,  and  to  thank  the  latter  for  the  mercy  extended  to 
them  ; also  to  promise  to  be  more  careful  in  their  conduct  towards 
their  superiors. 
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April  2. — Broad  Council  Meeting.  The  officers  prefer  waiting  a 
few  days  longer  for  the  salt  meat  required,  in  order  to  be  properly 
supplied.  Day  of  departure  fixed  on  the  15th  April. 

April  6 — Broad  Council.  The  two  mates  apologise  as  above 
(see  March  28).  All  busy  preparing  for  the  departure  of  the 
fleet. 

April  9. — Every  one  looking  out  for  an  outward  bound  ship  or 
the  “ Overryp  ” from  Batavia  with  pork  and  meat  for  the  fleet, 
but  no  vessel  appears.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  fleet  will  have  to 
leave  with  the  meat  salted  here,  which  is  now  found  to  be  very 
fair. 

April  10. — To-morrow  the  farewell  dinner  to  the  fleet  will  take 
place  at  the  Governor’s  house  in  the  Castle.  The  invitations  sent 
out  to-day. 

April  11. — The  drums  beaten  for  the  second  time  to-day.  'The 
farewell  dinner  to:k  place  this  evening,  and  passed  off  nicely  with 
much  sweetness  and  enjoyment. 

April  12. — Officers  bidding  farewell.  The  sky  cloudy  with  a sea 
breeze.  Lightning  at  night,  and  thunder  heard  far  inland. 

April  13. — Admiral  Goens  and  officers  of  the  fleet  take  their 
last  farewell  to  proceed  on  board.  Meeting  of  Broad  Council , 
regarding  the  damaged  cargo  of  the  “ Scotus.”  The  cinnamon  to 
be  burnt  at  once. 

The  second  person,  Mr.  D’Ableing,  luid  before  the  meeting  a 
declaration,  dated  12th  inst.,  made  by  the  skippers  of  tne  “ Wasse- 
uaar  ” and  “ Westhoven,”  at  his  request,  containing  in  substance 
some  expressions  of  contempt  and  injury  uttered  against  him  in  his 
office  by  the  skipper  of  the  “ Generale  Yrede  ” ; and  in  a memorial 
requested  that  proper  reparation  for  the  same  might  be  made. 
He  does  not  wish  to  bother  the  meeting,  with  his  private  affairs, 
but  his  good  name  and  honour  had  been  much  injured  by  skipper’ 
Gerrit  Gerritsz  Boom,  as  will  appear  from  the  annexed  declaration. 
With  such  charges  against  him  no  honest  man  could  serve  the- 
Company,  and  he  therefore  begs,  as  the  fleet  will  soon  leave,  that 
the  said  skipper  may  be  compelled  to  publish  what  he  knows- 
against  him,  and  which  will  make  him  hide  his  head  in  shame,  or 
in  case  of  failure,  condemned  to  such  reparation  or  correction 
as  the  Council  tbiuks  necessary. 

The  two  witnesses  adhered  to  their  declaration,  and  the  skipper 
declared  that  he  knew  nothing  against  the  honour  or  good  name 
of  Mr.  d’Ableing  ; that  he  acknowledged  him  to  be  an  honest  man, 
and  that  the  words  had  been  uttered  by  him  in  auger  but  with  no 
evil  meaning.  Decided  that  the  skipper  shall,  in  full  council  and 
before  the  witnesses,  declare  Mr.  d’Ableing  to  be  an  honest  man,, 
and  that  he  had  spoken  falsely  when  uttering  the  words  complained 
of ; that  he  was  sorry  for  having  done  so,  and  begged  the  pardon 
of  the  Council  and  the  person  injured.  This  was  done. 

April  15. — Admiral  van  Goens  and  officers  proceed  on  board. 
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The  skippers  who  are  to  receive  the  boxes  with  books,  letters  and 
papers  to-morrow,  are  only  left  on  shore. 

April  16 — The  papers  delivered  to  the  skippers.  Most  of  them 
proceed  on  board. 

April  17. — The  Governor  visits  tbe  fleet,  and  having  bid  fare- 
well to  the  officers,  he  returned  to  the  Castle  about  5 p.m. 

April  19.  —Strong  west  wind  and  rain.  Ships  ordered  to 
prepare  for  bad  weather. 

April  20. — Arrival  of  the  Danish  ship  “ Fredericus  Quartus  ” from 
the  “ Zond,”  on  the  5th  December.  Her  skipper  delivered  to  the 
Governor  a letter  from  the  skipper  of  the  galiot  “ Haring,”  dated 
8th  March,  containing  the  information  that  the  galiot  “ Voorspoed,” 
despatched  with  the  secret  signals,  had  been  taken  by  the  French, 
with  all  tlie  papers  on  board,  through  carelessness  of  the  skipper. 
For  that  reason  the  “Haring”  had  been  sent  out  with  other 
signals  and  orders  ; and  also  the  galiot  “ Arend.”  In  the  afternoon 
the  “ Haring  ” arrived,  and  when  its  despatches  had  been  read  it  was 
decided  to  let  it  return  at  once  with  the  fleet,  as  the  skipper  could 
be  ready  in  two  days.  The  men  ordered  to  be  refreshed  twice  a 
da}7,  and  tire  ship  provided  with  fresh  water,  etc. 

April  21. — A fine  south-east  wind.  The  fleet  leaves  with  two 
English  Indiamen  in  company.  At  night  they  are  out  of  sight. 

April  23. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “ Meervliet  ” having  been 
cleared  of  fill  her  preserved  meat  and  pork  for  the  use  of  the  fleet, 
is  to  remain  here  until  the  arrival  of  a vessel  with  supplies,  it 
being  too  dangerous  to  send  her  away  only  with  Cape  salt  meat. 

The  following  placcaat  issued: — Some  people  in  the  habit  of 
buyingthe  clothing,  &c.,  given  twice  a year  to  the  slaves,  notwith- 
standing the  placcaat  of  5th  July,  1700.  Said  placcaat  therefore 
renewed  with  the  ampliation  that  no  one  shall  be  allowed  to  buy 
an}-  clothing,  &c.  from  the  slaves  unless  the  latter  have  a written 
permission  from  the  lieutenant  of  the  fort  superintending  the 
Company’s  slaves.  By  the  latter  are  understood  those  who  on 
Sundays  or  at  other  times,  by  labour  or  fishing,  know  how  to  earn 
a penny  and  so  provide  themselves  properly  with  clothes. 

A contagious  disease  among  the  slaves.  About  70  laid  up; 
some  already  dead.  Resolved  to  supply  them  daily  with  300  lbs. 
fresh  mutton  to  be  boiled  in  rice.  This  quantity  to  be  increased 
or  diminished  according  to  the  number  of  sick. 

April  26. — Fine  rain  during  the  night;  will  enable  the  low- 
lying  farmers  to  plough. 

April  30. — Arrival  of  the  “ Overryp  ” and  “Donauw”  from 
Batavia,  on  the  17th  January.  The  former  freighted  with  pro- 
visions for  the  Cape. 

Meeting  of  Council. — The  Governor  refers  to  the  necessity  of 
appointing  a day  for  the  sale  of  “ Vergelegen.”  The  authorised 
agents  of  Mr.  van  der  Stel  enter  the  meeting  and  state  that  they 
will  he  busy  until  about  November  with  breaking  down  the  big 
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house  and  storing  the  material ; also  with  riding  on  the  Company's 
wines  and  such  goods  as  were  still  on  the  farm  and  belonged  to' 
Mr  van  der  Stel. 

As  the  ploughing  season  is  at  hand,  and  the  buyers  would  not 
have  time  to  procure  for  themselves  the  necessary  implements  for 
agriculture  before  the  season  is  over,  and  as  it  will  be  better  for 
the  lands  to  lie  fallow  for  a year,  and  moreover  as  the  Counoil  has 
not  yet  agreed  with  the  agents  of  Governor  W.  A.  van  der  Stel 
about  the  price  for  the  buildings,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the 
sale  until  the  month  of  October. 

The  vines  to  be  pruned  by  the  Company’s  slaves,  and  proper  and 
timely  notice  to  be  given  of  the  sale. 

Some  damaged  goods  to  be  sold. 

May  2. — A sailor  who  had  deserted  from  the  Popkensburg  ,r 
and  wandered  about  inland,  sentenced  by  the  Court  of  Justice 
to  be  whipped  and  serve  as  a convict  in  irons  for  six  months. 
Two  slaves  of  freemen,  for  theft  of  sheep  and  garden  produce, 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  ; and  another  for  garden  robbery  likewise 
sentenced  (see  below,  May  7). 

May  7. — The  above  sentence  carried  out.  The  slave  Sato  of 
Macasser,  for  vagrancy  and  roguery,  &c.  condemned  to  stand  with 
the  noose  round  his  neck  under  the  gallows.  After  that  to  be 
burnt  on  the  right  cheek,  and  then  after  the  execution  of  the  others 
to  be  sent  home  to  his  master  (Verwey).  But  instead  of 
abandoning  his  evil  course  he  and  Jan  of  Malabar,  about  26  or  28 
years  old,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Christina  Stans,  widow  of  the 
late  burgher  Jan  van  Meerlaud,  decided  to  abscond  for  the 
purpose  evidently  of  stealing.  That  on  a certain  night  they 
proceeded  towards  the  Liesbeek  ltiver — the  farm  of  the  burgher 
Jacob  de  Wet,  whose  slave  Claas  they  tempted  to  run  away  also. 
Two  or  three  days  they  hid  themselves  away  among,  the  bushes  on 
the  farm  of  the  master  of  the  first  named  prisoner,  where  two 
other  slaves,  Tulk  and  Aron,  joined  them.  That  these  five, 
carrying  with  them  a gun  stolen  from  de  Wet,  proceeded  together 
along  the  beach  to  the  Groene  Kloof,  living  on  Cray  fish  and 
mussels  ; that  they  were  met  there  by  their  wives,  but  having  been 
discovered  by  some  Europeans,  had  scattered  themselves ; that  the 
two  prisoners  remained  together,  and  some  time  afterwards,  not 
knowing  what  had  become  of  the  other  three,  had  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Salt  River  and  Rondeboschj  e ; that  the  first 
prisoner  had  at  night  gone  to  the  farm  of  de  Wet,  where  he  spoke 
to  the  third  prisoner,  Jacob  of  Malabar,  about  29  or  30  years  old, 
also  an  old  rascal  and  vagrant,  who  voluntarily  confessed  that  the 
first  prisoner  had  persuaded  him  again  to  rim  away  with  him, 
and  that  he  would  rid  him  of  the  very  heavy  irons  into 
which  he  had  been  placed  by  his  master  because  of  his  loose  and 
wild  life  ; that  the  third  prisoner  having  agreed,  and  herding  his 
master’s  goats  since  the  running  away  of  Claas,  had  gone  with  the 
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•animals  to  the  pastures,  to  a place  called  the  Krommeboomen, 
where  he  found  the  first- named  two  prisoners,  with  whom  he  shared 
a piece  of  bread  from  his  knapsack ; that  afterwards  they  decided 
to  kill  a goat.  That  at  night  the  third  prisoner  returned  home 
with  the  goats  in  his  charge,  and  afterwards,  when  it  was  dark, 
ran  away  to  the  others ; that  the  next  morning  Sato  removed  the 
irons  from  him  with  a cold  chisel ; and  that  the  following  night  they 
entered  the  garden  of  Albert  Barendsz,  where  they  stole  a number 
of  apples,  quinces,  and  three  pumpkins,  which  they  sold  at  the 
Cape  in  order  to  buy  bread ; but  that  Claas  was  on  the  way  appre- 
hended by  the  servant  of  the  burgher  Claas  Laubser  and  delivered 
to  his  master  Jac.  de  Wet.  That  he  was  finally  surrendered  to 
the  Fiscal.  That  the  two  first-named  prisoners  thereupon  decided 
to  proceed  to  the  Salt  River  to  look  for  Claas.  That  finding  a 
window  open  in  the  shed  of  the  burgher  Simon  Face,  they  whistled 
in  order  to  find  out  whether  there  were  any  people  about  or  in  the 
shed,  but  observing  nothing,  the  first  prisoner  entered  the  shed 
and  stole  two  sheep,  which  the  two  killed  and  consumed  some 
distance  off  in  the  rushes.  That  finally,  after  so  much  wandering, 
like  a moth  flying  into  the  candle,  they  were  apprehended  in  the 
downs  by  the  burgher  Hans  Jurgen  Coetzee,  and  brought  to  the 
■Cape.  After  trial  the  two  prisoners  Sato  and  Jan  were 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  with  a sheepskin  on  their  heads,  and  to  be 
exposed  to  tbe  air  and  vultures  on  the  outside  place  of  execution. 
Jacob  of  Malabar  had  to  stand  with  the  noose  round  his  neck  and 
look  on ; after  that  he  was  scourged,  branded  on  the  right  cheek, 
and  put  in  irons  as  he  had  been  before  and  sent  home  to  his 
master.  All  prisoners  to  pay  the  coste. 

Jan  Jacohsz  of  Dordrecht,  23  years  old,  sailor  in  the  Company’s 
•service,  brought  in  irons  on  board  the  “ Zoelen,”  in  which  he  was 
taken  to  India,  punished  at  Gralle  for  crimes,  and  finally  arrived 
here  with  the  return  ship  “ Unie,”  on  board  of  which  he  was 
again  ironed  for  bad  conduct,  convicted  by  the  Court  of  the 
following  : — That  on  the  7th  March  last  he  had  said  at  the  house 
of  the  canteen-keeper,  Antonie  Hoesemans,  “ I wish  I had  a faith- 
ful mate,  I could  stroll  about  the  whole  night.”  That  thereupon 
a short  person,  whom  prisoner  professed  not  to  know,  replied — “ I 
will  go  with  you.”  That  between  7 and  8 p.m.  they  arrived 
between  Mr.  Elsevier’s  house  and  the  churchyard  wall,  and 
followed  the  soldier  Jan  Lourens  Swenk,  a tailor,  carrying  a 
parcel.  They  called  out  to  him  “ Werda,”  but  he  seeing  that  they 
were  sailors  and  not  the  watch,  went  on  without  answering.  The 
prisoner  and  his  mate  thereupon  attacked  him,  saying  in  substance, 
“Dog,  surrender!”  Swenk,  not  wishing  to  do  so,  was  thrown 
by  the  two  on  the  ground ; that  thereupon  the  prisoner,  holding  a 
bare  knife  in  his  hand  and  planting  his  knee  on  Swenk’s  breast, 
allowed  the  accomplice  to  despoil  him  of  everything.  Swenk, 
overpowered  and  making  a noise,  was  told  to  he  quiet  or  he 
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would  be  killed.  He  was  further  so  battered  with  fists  that  he 
was  irrecognisable.  Prisoner  then  asked  his  mate — “ Have  you 
all  the  money  now  ? ” and  receiving  a reply  in  the  affirmative,  left 
Swenk,  robbed  of  his  all,  which  consisted  of  16  or  17  guilders,  a 
key,  a comb,  and  the  parcel,  which  contained  a blue  frock  without 
sleeves,  tied  up  in  an  Indian  handkerchief.  And  whereas  the 
prisoner  boldly  denies  this  highway  robbery,  he  has,  nevertheless, 
been  clearly  convicted  of  the  same.  That  same  night  he  was  in 
the  “ half  aamtje,”  or  Hoeseman’s  house,  and  also  present  when  the 
mishap  occurred  to  Swenk.  He  ha  1 not  only  beaten  Swenk,  but 
the  latter’s  parcel  was  found  in  his  possession.  After  having 
committed  this  crime  in  drunkenness,  or  in  consequence  of  his  own 
wicked  disposition,  and  being  desirous  of  further  cooling  his 
passion,  he  sat  that  same  night  about  ten  on  the  stoep  of  the 
burgher  Abraham  Hartogh,  when  two  sailors  coming  from  the 
inn,  viz.,  J.  v.  d.  Gfragt  of  Brussels  and  Wouter  Claasz  of 
Waddinxveen,  passed  him.  He  quietly  asked  them  whether  they 
were  the  people  with  whom  he  had  had  to  do,  and  though  he  was 
answered  “ No,”  he  seized  Claasz  by  the  arm  and  said— “ No,  you 
dog  ! you  must  first  have  something,”  at  the  same  time  wounding 
him  in  the  cheek  with  his  bare  knife  above  and  below  the  jaw. 
The  other  sailor  would  have  shared  the  same  fate  if  they  had  not 
both  run  away — they  being  unarmed.  The  next  morning  prisoner 
was  apprehended.  This  last  crime  he  likewise  stubbornly  denied, 
although  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  sailors  and  his  own  con- 
fession when  interrogated.  Moreover,  when  apprehended  and 
his  upper  trousers  were  examined  he  denied  that  he  had  a knife, 
which,  however,  was  afterwards  found  in  his  third  or  innermost 
pair  of  trousers. 

All  this  being  an  open  act  of  violence  and  violation  of  the 
safety  of  the  streets  in  two  cases,  the  one  accompanied  with 
theft,  committed  on  people  who  without  molesting  anyone,  use  the 
public  roads — a matter  quite  subversive  of  the  general  liberty, 
peace,  and  quiet  of  this  place,  and  of  the  people  who  would  oniy 
with  fear  and  trembling  be  able  to  make  use  of  the  streets  unless 
powerful  means  for  prevention  were  adopted,  and  further  not  to  be 
tolerated  in  a country  where  justice  is  maintained,  but  to  be 
heavily  punished ; therefore  the  Court,  &e.,  condemns  the  prisoner 
to  be  brought  to  the  place  of  execution  and  there  to  carry  on  his 
breast  a large  paper  on  which  shall  be  written  with  large  letters — 

The  violent  and  thievish  disturber  of  the  safety  of  the  sti’eets,” 
to  look  on  the  other  executions,  to  be  well  scourged  on  the  back 
and  branded,  to  be  riveted  in  irons,  and  serve  as  convict  on  llobben 
Island  for  12  years, 

May  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  two  late  return  ships, 
“ Donauw  ” and  “ Iteynenburg,”  to  have  three  refreshment  days 
during  the  week. 

May  22. — The  “ Postlooper  ” arrives  from  Ilobben  Island, 
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bringing-  a soldier  and  a corpse.  The  former  had  killed  his 
comrade  with  a knife.  Post-mortem  examination. 

May  25. — Sentence  passed  on  the  sailor  Roelof  Oornelisz  of 
Amsterdam  for  stabbing  a comrade.  On  the  7th  last  in  the 
evening  he  had  with  two  other  sailors  of  the  “ Samson,”  viz.,  Jan 
Jansz  Swart  of  Amsterdam  and  Jacob  van  ’t  Hoff  of  Rotterdam, 
been  at  the  house  of  the  lessee  of  the  Cape  wine  license,  Johannes 
Phyffer,  and  drinking.  “ That  at  9 p.m.  they  left,  intending  to 
proceed  on  board  ; that  they  passed  the  house  of  the  burgher 
David  Heufke,  called  “ Het  laatste  stuivertje  ” ; that  prisoner 
commenced  quarrelling  on  the  beach  there  with  Swart,  because  the 
latter  had  told  him  that  the  ostriches  in  the  Castle  were  cassowaries. 
That  Swart  did  not  wish  to  quarrel,  saying— “ I have  a wife  and 
children  and  must  know  my  duty  to  them  ” ; that  thereupon 
prisoner  called  out — “ Stand  fast  ! ” and  at  the  same  time  gave 
Swart  a cut  in  the  left  cheek,  and  with  such  fury  that ’t  Hoff,  who 
separated  them,  was  astonished  that  he  and  the  wounded  man  did 
not  receive  many  wounds.  That  prisoner  further  said — “ If  I 
knew  that  you  would  complain  I would  kill  you  ” ; that  the  three 
went  to  the  hospital  to  have  the  wound  bound  up ; that  prisoner 
retirrned  to  the  beach,  where  he  slept ; that  in  the  morning  he 
went  from  the  jetty  with  some  sailors  to  the  house  of  the 
burgher  Jan  Jurgen  van  Lier,  where  he  changed  his  clothing  in 
order  not  to  be  recognised ; and  that  the  same  morning  he  was 
apprehended.”  . . . Sentence  of  the  Court  is  that  he  be  severely 
whipped  on  the  place  of  execution  with  a knife  above  his  head, 
and  according  to  the  law  of  retaliation  receive  a cut  with  a knife 
in  his  left  cheek,  clenched  in  irons,  and  serve  as  convict  on  Robben 
Island  for  2 years. 

May  27. — Rain  much  wanted  on  the  higher  lands  for  ploughing. 

May  28. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

May  29. — Heavy  rains. 

May  31. — Governor  receives  letter  from  the  junior  mate  of  the 
“ Nagel  ” in  Saldanha  Bay,  informing  him  of  the  destruction  of 
that  vessel  by  fire  on  the  27th.  He  had  been  on  shore  in  the 
afternoon  to  mend  the  sein  (10  casks  of  fish  being  already  cured) 
whilst  the  senior  mate  and  the  surgeon  had  gone  to  sit  among  the 
men  in  the  forecastle,  leaving  the  cabin  empty.  In  the  evening 
the  surgeon  lighted  the  candle  there,  and  at  once  returned  to  the 
forecastle.  The  fire  originated  in  the  cabin,  as  all  testify.  “We 
heard  them  calling  out,  and  soon  saw  the  fire  from  shore.  We  at 
once  went  on  board  and  endeavoured  to  extinguish  it  by  letting 
the  galiot  sink,  but  the  water  was  too  low  for  that  purpose.  We 
have  been  able  to  save  nothing,  our  food,  clothing,  and  bedding- 
are  all  burnt,  and  we  are  at  the  station  together  expecting  your 
orders,”  &c. 

The  Governor  ordered  the  mate  and  surgeon  to  remain  under 
arrest  in  the  Castle. 
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June  2. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Litchfield  ” and  the 
Company’s  vessel  “ Noordhoek,”  the  latter  having  on  board 
Nicolaas  Jan  van  Hoorn,  with  the  rank  of  Chief  Merchant. 
About  90  miles  outside  the  channel,  when  separated  from  its 
consorts  and  in  company  of  a West  Indiaman,  it  had  encountered 
a vessel  of  40  guns,  under  the  English  flag,  which  having  hailed 
it,  at  once  gave  it  a broadside  and  a shower  of  musket  balls.  The 
“ Noordhoek,”  being  well  prepared,  returned  the  compliment,  and 
after  a fight  of  three  glasses  the  enemy  retired  with  the  object  of 
attacking  the  West  Indiaman,  but  the  “ Noordhoek  ” sailed 
thither,  and  the  attempt  was  abandoned.  No  damage  of  import- 
ance was  done,  and  there  were  neither  dead  nor  wounded.  On  the 
I7thand  18th  they  were  again  pursued  by  two  other  French  ships, 
but  a heavy  mist  coming  up,  they  outsailed  them. 

June  4. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  particular. 

Arrival  of  the  “ Brug,”  which  had  taken  the  northern  course, 
where  it  had  been  thrice  pursued  by  pirates ; with  two  it  exchanged 
broadsides  without  receiving  any  injury.  Near  Madeira  a Turk 
had  been  seen,  who  had  chased  them,  but  finding  them  too  power- 
ful had  desisted. 

June  11. — Departure  of  the  return  ships. 

Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  represents  the  necessity  of 
despatching  a ship  to  Mauritius  to  take  away  to  Batavia  the 
Company’s  servants  and  goods  still  there,  the  people  being  entirely 
destitute  of  everything.  Their  pay  likewise  runs  on,  and  no 
benefit  is  derived  from  them.  It  was  decided  to  send  the 
“Overryp,”  which  had  already  discharged  its  cargo  for  the  Cape, 
and  also  the  “ Mercurius,”  in  order  to  bring  to  the  Cape  some 
ebony  and  wagon  wood  lying  ready  on  the  island,  and  also  some 
17  slaves. 

And  as  the  Batavia  Council  in  their  despatches  of  15th 
January,  and  especially  of  18th  February,  complain  of  more 
wheat  being  sent  them  for  some  years  now,  than  what  they 
asked  for,  advising  that  no  more  wheat  shall  be  sent  this  year 
than  the  quantity  still  necessary  to  comply  with  the  requisition, 
&o.,  and  as  the  various  shipments  have  not  been  made  by  the 
Council’s  independent  orders,  but  by  the  special  authority  of  the 
Directors,  contained  in  two  extracts  of  letters  written  to  India,  and 
dated  7th  September,  16y6,  and  9th  October,  1697,  especially  in 
order  to  benefit  agriculture  here  ; and  as  there  is  a large  quantity 
of  wheat  on  hand  which  cannot  possibly  be  consumed  here,  if 
some  be  not  sent  to  Batavia  in  addition  to  what  has  been  ordered, 
and  which  will  most  certainly  be  destroyed  by  insects ; and  as 
the  Council  has  in  its  despatch  of  the  7th  February  last  notified  in 
time  that  it  will  be  able  to  send  to  India  about  250  lasts  of  wheat 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  regulate  their  requisition  from  other 
portions  of  India,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  send  to  Batavia 
with  the  “ Overryp  ” and  other  ships  250  lasts  of  grain  ; the  more 
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so  as  it  is  known  for  certain  that  Cape  wheat  is  preferred  far 
above  that  of  Surat  or  Bengal,  and  will  therefore  certainly  find  a 
market ; and  should  it  unexpectedly  occur  that  a quantity  cf  wheat 
sent  hence  to  Batavia  became  spoilt  there,  it  was  considered  that 
it  would  he  the  same  to  the  Company  whether  it  happened  in  that 
capital  or  at  the  Cape.  It  must  unavoidably  happen  here,  and 
therefore  the  Council  cannot  go  wrong  by  carrying  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Directors. 

As  the  “ Overryp  ” has  brought  a quantity  of  teak  planking 
from  Batavia,  it  was  decided  to  have  the  whole  hospital  ceiled  in 
order  to  make  the  building  stronger,  and  remove  the  draught  from 
the  sick.  About  800  or  900  planks  will  be  required. 

June  13. — Heavy  thunder  and  lightning  in  the  evening,  but  no 
strong  wind.  Rain  in  the  early  part  of  the  night. 

June  14. — Heavy  thunder  during  the  night. 

June  17. — The  prisoner  Egbert  Egbertsz  of  Amsterdam  confesses 
to  the  crime  of  having  stabbed  the  soldier  Roelof  van  der  Meulen 
to  death  on  Robben  Island. 

June  18. — Meeting  of  Council.  Many  servants  of  the  Company 
have  deserted  and  fled  with  other"  offenders  and  Englishmen  and 
other  foreigners  towards  the  wilderness  and  mountains,  leading  a 
thievish  and  godless  life.  Every  attempt  to  apprehend  them  hitherto 
a failure.  The  probability  of  their  repentance  and  disgust  with  the 
life  led  by  them,  considered ; hence  Fiscal  Blesius  proposes  and  the 
Council  decides  to  clear  this  Colony  of  all  such  pernicious  people, 
from  whom  only  evil  can  be  expected,  by  pardoning  them,  and 
publishing  a general  amnesty  to  all,  excepting  incendiaries, 
murderers,  burglars,  cattle  thieves  and  highwaymen.  Within  two 
months  after  date  they  are  to  report  themselves  at  the  Castle.  Should 
they  fail  to  do  so  and  be  captured  afterwards,  they  are  to  be 
punished  as  fugitives  and  deserters,  vagrants  and  disturbers  of  the 
public  peace.  The  placcaat  drawn  up  on  the  19th. 

June  23. — Sunday.  Installation  of  Abraham  Poulle,  Secretary 
of  Justice,  as  elder  representing  the  Company,  vice  the  deceased 
salesman  Willem  Corssenaar. 

June  25. — Egbert  Egbertsz  shot  for  having  treaoherously  killed 
Roelof  van  der  Meulen  (see  June  17  and  before)  ; and  Simon  of 
Malabar,  slave  of  Matthys  Greef,  hanged  for  theft.  On  a Sunday, 
three  years  ago,  he  and  Kelder,  a servant  of  the  Company  and  horse 
herd  at  Klapmuts,  had  been  at  the  house  of  an  old  man,  Frans 
Hendriksz  de  Raad,  alias  Platte  Boer,  at  Stellenbosch,  and  at  a 
time  when  he  knew  that  the  said  Frans  and  his  wife  Aatje 
Philips  were  at  his  master’s  house.  “ That  ‘ Kelder  ’ opened  the 
window  and  climbed  into  the  house ; that  prisoner  stood  on  the 
watch  outside  to  look  out  for  the  passers-by ; that  Kelder  broke 
open  the  chest  and  stole  Rds.  139  tied  in  a piece  of  sailcloth,  a 
silver  purse  in  whioh  there  were  8 diamonds,  a silver-mounted  belt, 
a hat,  an  under  waistcoat  with  24  silver  buttons,  16  buttons 
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with  silver  plates,  and  a silver  breech  button.”  He  had  confessed 
that,  excepting  the  button  last  mentioned  and  the  money,  of  whioh 
he  had  only  received  Rds.  25,  he  had  thrown  the  waistcoat,  after 
having  cut  off  the  silver  buttons,  into  the  bushes.  When  he 
returned  home  he  pretended  to  pity  the  poor  old  people  who  had 
been  robbed  and  were  still  at  his  master’s  house,  by  saying  “ that 
poor  woman’s  property  has  been  stolen,”  endeavouring  by  suoh 
words  of  sympathy  to  hide  his  premeditated  crime.  For  that 
purpose  he  also  gave  the  silver  purse,  the  belt  and  diamonds  to  his 
mistress,  the  wife  of  Matthys  Grreeff,  in  order  to  compromise  her  as 
aider  and  abetter,  and  secure  her  protection ; the  money  and  the 
silver  buttons  he  kept  for  himself.  The  buttons  he  sold  to  a 
certain  Jan  Roux  at  Drakenstein  for  twopence  each  and  gambled 
the  amount  away  at  the  house  of  Jan  Valniet  at  Stellenbosch. 
When  the  robbery  was  discovered  the  prisoner  was  ordered  by  his 
master  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  and  he  was  sent  first  to  an  outside 
station,  the  “ Drie  Fonteinen,”  and  after  that  to  the  24  Fivers. 
This  order  the  prisoner  obeyed  and  remained  in  his  hiding-place 
until,  like  all  other  vagabonds,  he  flew  into  the  candle  like  a moth. 
Some  four  months  ago  he  had  incited  some  slaves  to  steal  their 
master’s  cattle,  which  he  had  kept  among  his  master’s  lambs,  and 
with  which  he  had  run  away  under  the  direction  of  two  Dutch  or 
Europeans,  who  professed  to  have  a compass,  with  which  they 
might  reach  another  country  in  six  weeks’  time.  Together  they 
carried  off  19  sheep,  7 of  the  Heemraad  Jan  Botma,  and  12  of  Mr. 
Elsevier,  also  some  tobacco,  two  guns,  and  powder  and  lead  stolen 
from  Hans  Polonie  (servant  of  Elsevier)  ; prisoner  then  com- 
menced the  journey  with  the  two  Europeans,  Jan  Bakker  and 
another  Jan;  and  when  they  had  eaten  up  everything  they 
parted  from  the  Europeans  ; becoming  then  the  leader  of  the 
company  and  proceeding  inland  beyond  the  Olifants  River  into  the 
Ooehema’s  land,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Hottentots,  who  robbed 
them  of  their  goods  and  ammunition,  and  broke  and  threw  their  fire- 
locks into  the  river.  When  prisoner  and  his  comrades  had  orossed 
the  river  to  this  side,  they  were  again  attacked  by  the  Hottentots 
(Namaquas  or  Bushmen),  captured  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
justice.  &c.,  &c. 

Signed  by  L.  van  Assenburgh,  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  0.  Bergh,  Js. 
Swellengrebel,  W.  van  Putten,  K.  J.  Slotsboo,  Pr.  Kikze,  Claas 
Hendriksz : Diepenauw,  Henning  Husing,  and  H.  Donker,  all 
members  of  the  Court  of  Justice. 

June  30. — Sunday.  Muster  of  the  garrison.  The  garrison  itself, 
449;  country  stations,  28  ; on  the  galiots  and  the  “Amy,”  55  ; sick 
in  hospital,  72  ; total,  604.  Convicts  on  the  island,  17 ; grand 
total,  621  men. 

July  2. — A cold  south-east  wind,  as  if  it  were  summer.  This 
makes  many  farmers  sigh,  who  have  not  yet  been  able  to  put  the 
plough  into  the  ground. 
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Meeting  of  Council. — Nothing  important. 

-July  6. — A little  rain.  The  “ Mercurius  ” ready  to  leave  for 
Mauritius. 

July  9. — Meeting  of  Council.  Certain  damaged  wheat  written 

off. 

July  11. — The  “ Mercurius”  leaves  for  Mauritius. 

July  16 — Meeting  of  Council.  A quantity  of  rotten  tobacco 
written  off.  W.  van  Putten,  member  of  the  Council  of  Policy  and 
Court  of  Justice,  is  at  his  request  relieved  from  the  office  of  depot 
keeper.  His  time  of  service  has  expired,  and  during  all  the  time 
he  has  acted  faithfully  and  well.  He  is  to  remain  six  months 
longer  until  another  has  been  properly  initiated  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  depot. 

July  23. — Thunder  and  lightning  in  the  afternoon,  and  a 
sudden  heavy  rain. 

Meeting  of  Council. — Certain  unserviceable  articles  to  be  sold  by 
public  auction. 

July  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  Regarding  certain  deficits  in  the 
cargo  of  the  “ Overryp.” 

August  1. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  mischief  done  by  some 
people  to  the  young  trees  in  the  Cape,  Stellenbosch  and  Draken- 
stein  districts,  through  pure  malice  and  wantonness  ; the  destruction 
oaused  to  the  fruit  trees  in  the  gardens,  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
the  Directors  that  trees  should  be  planted  and  protected.  As  a 
short  time  ago  a number  of  young  trees  have  been  sent  to  and 
planted  in  Stellenbosch  as  an  ornament  to  that  Colony,  it  was 
decided  that  all  offenders,  without  distinction  of  persons,  if 
convicted,  shall  be  brought  to  the  ordinary  place  of  justice  and 
there  severely  whipped  with  rods.  A reward  of  Rds.  10  to  be 
given  to  every  informer  bringing  an  offender  to  justice. 

The  shoemakers,  being  in  the  habit  of  denuding  the  underwood 
and  other  useful  kinds  of  timber,  of  their  bark  for  tanning 
purposes,  and  without  permission  from  the  authorities,  they  are 
expressly  forbidden  from  doing  so  without  having  beforehand 
obtained  a written  permit  from  the  Grovernor.  Offenders  to  be 
fined  Rds.  25 — one-third  for  the  informer  and  two-thirds  for  the 
public  prosecutor,  or  whoever  prosecutes.  This  published  as  a 
placcaat  on  the  8th. 

August  13. — Meeting  of  Council. — The  estate  of  skipper  Hendrik 
Poot,  who  died  here  considered. 

August  20. — Meeting  of  Council.  Valuation  of  the  buildings, 
&c.,  on  “ Vergelegen  ” resumed.  It  was  as  follows  : — 

A farmer’s  homestead,  4 rooms  and  ceilings,  with  yard 

surrounded  by  separate  rooms,  valued  at  . . Rds.  600 

Three  sheep  sheds  of  burnt  briok,  each  100  feet  long, 

36  feet  broad,  with  9 crossbeams  and  kraals  made 
of  baked  briok,  total 


900 
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A horse  shed,  46  feet  long,  38  feet  broad,  with  4 cross 

beams  and  a large  kraal  of  baked  brick  . . 170 

A press  house,  with  14  beams,  150  feet  long  by  40  feet 

broad,  also  of  baked  brick  . . . . . . 700 

A mill,  with  its  stones,  &c.,  and  a horse  stable,  120  feet 
long  ; 5 sheds  in  the  mill,  and  also  rooms,  with  a 
ceiling  60  feet  long ; beams  heavy ; planks  2 
inches  thick  for  carrying  corn  . . . . 1,100 

A slave  house,  122  feet  long  and  38  feet  broad,  with 

1 1 cross  beams  . . . . . . . . 400 


Rds.  3,850 

A corn  store,  72  feet  long  and  38  feet  broad,  with 

11  cross  beams,  besides  its  threshing  floors  . . 300 

A shed  with  a mill  for  pounding  leather,  driven  by 
water,  also  a mill  for  boring  wooden  pipes,  60  feet 
long  and  25|  broad,  with  5 joints  . . . . 250 


Grand  total  . . . . Rds.  4,400 

All  the  above  though  very  useful  and  necessary  for  the  buyers  of 
the  lands  on  which  they  stand,  are  not  worth  more  to  the  Company 
than  rubbish  of  a building  broken  down,  and  therefore  it  is  resolved 
to  offer  Mr.  van  der  Stel’s  agents  Rds.  3,000,  who  finally  resolved 
to  accept  that  amount. 

It  was  further  resolved  to  sell  the  allotments  of  “ Yergelegen  ” 
(four)  on  the  31st  October  next,  with  the  buildings  thereon.  For 
the  convenience  of  buyers  two  charts  are  to  be  made,  one  to  hang 
in  the  hall  of  the  Castle  for  inspection,  whilst  information  is  to  be 
obtained  from  the  lieutenant  of  the  fortress,  K.  J.  Slotsboo ; the 
other  to  be  taken  to  the  farm  and  shown  to  visitors  by  the  master 
gardener,  Jan  Hartog,  who  shall  for  that  purpose  remain  there 
for  some  time.  AH  this  to  be  embodied  in  the  advertisement. 

Some  stores  to  be  landed  from  the  “ Donkervliet.” 

August  25. — Arrival  of  the  “ Ai’entsduyn,”  which  had  en- 
countered a French  privateer  in  the  North  Sea  carrying  24  guns. 
The  Frenchman  attacked  the  flute  “ Nederhoven,”  consort  of  the 
“ Arentsduyn,”  and  various  broadsides  were  exchanged.  The 
Frenchman  endeavoured  to  damage  the  “ Nederhoven’s  ” rigging 
by  firing  with  grapeshot,  and  succeeded  to  some  extent,  until  the 
“ Arentsduyn  ” came  up  and  gave  the  enemy  one  or  two  broad- 
sides, which  made  him  sheer  off  a little  for  repairs.  After  that 
he  had  the  audacity  to  make  another  attempt,  but  was  so  com- 
pletely repulsed,  that  after  firing  two  guns  by  way  of  salute,  he 
took  to  his  heels  without  having  caused  any  injury  worth  speak- 
ing of. 

August  26. — Meeting  of  Council  in  order  to  sign  the  despatches 
for  India  and  Mauritius  per  “ Overryp  ” and  “ Donkervliet.” 
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August  27. — Meeting  of  Council.  Decided  to  lease  the  wine 
and  brandy  license  on  the  same  conditions  as  last  year,  and 
make  no  change  in  them.  The  beer  license  again  to  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  brewer  Rutgert  Mensink  for  f2,750. 

August  31. — The  annual  lease  put  up,  which  in  portions  and 
together  brought  up  as  follows  : — 


The  1st  fourth  part  of  the  brandy  lease 
to  Antonie  Hoesemans  for 
The  2nd  do.  to  Pieter  Meyer  for.  . 

„ 3rd  „ „ H.  Eksteen  „ . . 

„ 4th  „ „ H.  Wendel  ,,  . . 
Foreign  beers  to  Joh.  Phyffer  ,,  . . 

The  1st  fourth  part  of  Cape  wine 
to  Ant.  Hoesemans  for 
„ 2nd  do.  to  Paul  Heins  ,, 

,,  3rd  to  J.  M.  Kruywagen  for 
„ 4th  to  Joh.  Phytius  for 
The  Cape  malt  beer  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  brewer  Rutgert  Mensink  for 


f2,650 

f2,850 

f3,000 

f3,000  or  f 11,500 
f3,200 


f8,800 

f8,500 

f7,250 

f6,525  or  f31,075 
f2,750 


So  that  the  whole  lease  realised  . . . . f48,525 

September  7th — Arrival  of  the  “ Bennebroek,”  “ Bentvelt,” 
“ Barneveld,”  “ Rosenburg,”  and  “ Beverwaart  ” from  Holland 
with  75  dead  and  254  sick. 

September  8. — The  “ Overryp  ” and  “ Donkervliet  ” leave  for 
Batavia,  the  former  via  Mauritius. 

September  10.- — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

September  13. — Two  slaves  sentenced  for  desertion,  &c. 

September  17. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

September  21. — The  slaves  Jacob  of  Ceylon  alias  de  Smit, 
belonging  to  S.  Elsevier,  and  Ary  of  Bengal,  owned  by  Pieter 
Jordaan,  undergo  their  sentence.  Jacob  had  absconded  some  time 
ago,  and  had  again  done  so.  Three  months  ago  he  incited  various 
other  slaves  to  go  with  him,  whom  he  advised  to  provide  them- 
selves with  guns;  powder  and  lead,  meal,  and  what  further  would 
be  necessary  for  the  enterprise.  He  would  provide  clothes  to  those 
in  need  of  them.  They  would  proceed  to  Kafirland,  and  Ary 
would  show  them  the  way,  lie  having  roamed  about  a long  while 
as  shepherd  in  the  country  beyond  the  mountains.  Jacob  had 
also,  by  means  of  a Hottentot,  sent  for  the  slaves  of  the  brewer 
Mensink,  and  cn  his  master’s  place  broken  open  some  boxes  of  his 
master,  from  which  he  had  taken  five  slave  frocks  and  several  pairs 
of  trousers,  and  from  a chest  of  Isaac  Joh.  Lamotius  a “ kabaai  ” 
and  four  shirts.  He  had  also  taken  with  him  two  pistols,  two 
firelocks,  a carbine,  a lot  of  powder  and  300  bullets  made  by  him- 
self. The  others  had  taken  with  them  two  rifles,  a firelock,  and  some 
powder  of  the  brewer,  a firelock  of  Willem  van  Zyl,  and  a firelock 
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and  some  powder  of  Mattliieu  Amiel.  They  had  also  killed  and 
taken  as  food  for  the  journey  some  sheep.  The  prisoners  and  their 
comrades  frightened  by  a shepherd  who  was  himself  afraid  of 
them,  and  who  told  them  that  above  100  men  were  in  pursuit  of 
them,  formed  themselves  into  a line  of  march.  Ary  went  before 
to  show  the  road,  and  Jacob  acted  as  captain  and  leader.  They 
hastened  to  pass  the  “ Oliphant  Pad  ” Kloof.  Two,  well  provided 
with  firelocks,  marched  in  front  behind  the  guide,  and  two  along- 
side the  captain,  who  was  behind  also  armed  with  gun  and  pistols 
with  which  the  loiterers  were  driven  on.  Jacob  had  ordered  to 
call  out  “ Werda”  when  any  Europeans  or  Hottentots  met  them, 
and  if  no  answer  was  received,  to  fire.  One  of  them  named 
Francis,  not  being  very  well,  tarried  behind,  and  then  Jacob 
went  back  to  look  for  him,  saying  he  would  shoot  him  if  he 
found  him.  Not  finding  him,  however,  he  proposed  to  his 
comrades  to  shoot  every  one  turning  back,  or  to  cut  his  head 
off  with  an  axe.  All  swore  to  be  true  to  him,  and  after  15  days’ 
journey  they  arrived  at  the  “ Breede  Kiver,”  where  they  made 
rafts  for  crossing  it,  but  without  success.  They  then  commenced 
to  quarrel  about  the  harsh  orders  to  which  they  were  subjected, 
the  difficult  roads,  and  the  food,  which  was  beginning  to  fail. 
During  the  night  the  Malagasy  slaves,  the  least  cared  for  among 
them,  left  and  returned  to  their  masters.  The  two  prisoners 
also  commenced  to  quarrel,  and  divided  themselves  into  two 
parties,  intending  to  resume  the  journey  in  the  dry  season. 
For  that  purpose  they  would  sojourn  high  up  among  the  mountains, 
and  in  the  meantime  rob  and  steal  as  much  as  possible,  in  order 
to  have  a good  stock  of  supplies.  But  having  returned  towards 
the  inner  (Cape)  side  of  the  mountain,  they  slaughtered  a cow  of 
Pieter  Jordaan,  owner  of  the  second  prisoner,  and  were  captured. 

The  Court  of  Justice  having  considered  the  demands  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor,  the  provisional'  Landdrost  Samuel  Martini  de 
Meurs,  &c.,  condemns  the  prisoner  Jacob  to  be  bound  to  a pole  on 
the  place  of  public  execution,  well  whipt  on  his  bare  back, 
branded  on  both  cheeks,  to  have  his  ears  and  nose  cut  off,  to 
have  the  ears  nailed  to  the  gallows,  to  be  rivetted  in  chains  for 
life,  to  work  as  a convict  for  two  years,  and  after  that  to  be 
sent  home  to  his  master. 

The  second  prisoner,  Ary,  is  to  stand  exposed  under  the 
gallows  with  the  noose  round  his  neck,  witness  the  execution,  be 
severely  whipped  on  his  bare  back,  branded  on  the  right  cheek, 
and  sent  home  to  his  master  in  chains.  Both  prisoners  to  pay 
the  costs. 

Whereas  Coridon  of  Banda,  slave  of  Barend  Lubbe,  absconded 
some  time  ago,  and  wandered  about  as  a thief  and  vagrant, 
stealing  his  food,  &c.,  and  whereas  he  broke  into  the  shed  of 
Adam  Tas  at  Stellenbosch,  and  stole  therefrom  a sheep,  which 
he  ate,  following  up  this  theft  by  others;  and  whereas  not  satisfied 
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with  tills,  he  stole  a calf  from  Heemraad  Dirk  Moll  at  Stellen- 
bosch ; and  whereas,  whilst  eating  of  the  meat,  he  was  apprehended ; 
and  whereas  the  prisoner  Jan  Roskan,  a slave  of  the  Company, 
who  had  served  the  Landdrost  as  Caffer,  confessed  that  when  his 
master  had  gone  to  the  Cape,  he  had  broken  the  lock  hanging 
before  the  gaol  (tronk)  in  order  to  allow  Coridon  to 
escape,  and  being  afraid  of  the  consequences  also  absconded. 
And  whereas  the  Landdrost  on  his  return,  being  informed  of  it 
by  the  field  guard’s  corporal,  at  once  sent  men  and  Hottentots  in 
pursuit,  who  apprehended  the  fugitives : — 

The  Court  complying  with  the  demands  of  the  Public  Prosecutor 
Sieur  Samuel  de  Meurs,  Landdrost,  condemns  Coridon  to  be 
hanged  with  a sheepskin  above  his  head  ; the  body  to  be  re-hanged 
and  left  exposed  on  the  outside  place  of  execution  until  destroyed 
by  the  birds  of  the  air ; the  second  prisoner  to  be  well 
whipped,  branded  on  the  right  cheek,  and  riveted  in  chains  for  20 
years  ; both  to  pay  the  expenses. 

September  22. — The  “ Overryp  ” puts  back. 

September  23. — Meeting  of  Council.  Committee  of  ships’ 
captains,  &c.,  to  examine  the  “ Overryp.” 

It  was  found  that  she  was  so  rotten  and  leaky  that  the  men 
refused  to  go  further  with  her ; accordingly  a ships’  council  had 
been  held,  when  it  was  decided  to  put  back  to  the  Cape  (17th 
September,  1709).  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  ship  as 
mentioned  above. 

The  Council  decides  to  sell  two  loads  of  wheat  to  the  licensed 
baker,  Hendrik  Schreuder. 

September  24. — Meeting  of  Council.  Written  report  handed  in 
by  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  (see  September  23rd).  Nothing 
further  of  importance  transacted. 

September  25. — A fine  rain  for  the  farmers. 

Meeting  of  Council.  The  “ Overryp  ” found  so  rotten,  broken, 
and  unseaworthy  by  the  Committee,  that  it  was  decided  to  divide 
as  much  of  her  cargo  as  possible  among  the  vessels  in  the  bay,  and 
ship  the  rest  of  the  wheat  in  the  other  vessels  expected ; to 
take  out  of  her  everything  on  board,  and  after  that,  have  her 
examined  again  in  order  to  come  to  a satisfactory  decision. 

Landdrost  de  Meurs  complains  of  the  irregularities  committed 
by  the  burghers  at  Stellenbosch  and  Drakeustein.  Resolved  by 
placeaat  to  forbid  them  from  tearing  down  or  damaging  any 
notices,  &o.,  affixed  by  the  authorities,  as  by  doing  so,  many 
persons  have  often  been  able  to  plead  ignorance  of  such  an  order, 
notice,  &o.  Offenders  to  be  punished  arbitrarily  and  corporally. 
Informers  to  receive  Rds.  15  for  everyone  convicted,  and  their 
names  to  be  kept  secret. 

All  persons,  married  or  single,  in  arrear  with  their  fines  for 
negleot  of  appearing  on  parade,  making  of  roads,  &c.,  paying 
their  sheep,  cattle,  lion  and  tiger  money,  to  pay  the  same  within 
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14  days  after  the  general  parade  on  the  30th  inst.  at  Stelleubosch. 
A commission  from  the  Heemraden  and  the  Secretary  will  sit  on 
the  17th,  18th,  and  19th  October,  to  receive  the  amounts. 
Defaulters  to  be  summarily  dealt  with  by  execution,  and  further 
looked  upon  as  disobedient  people  to  be  punished  arbitrarily. 

Those  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  having  no  fixed  residence, 
within  one  month  to  report  themselves  for  registration  to  the 
Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch,  and  leave  their  address.  Those  entering 
on  service  as  farm  labourers,  properly  to  sign  a contraot  before  the 
Landdrost.  When  the  contract  has  expired  and  a new  engagement 
elsewhere  is  entered  into,  the  old  contract  shall  be  cancelled  and  a 
new  one  made,  that  good  order  may  be  maintained,  and  the 
residence  of  every  one  known.  Defaulters  to  forfeit  a fine  of 
Eds.  20  for  each  offence,  for  the  benefit  of  the  officer  who  brings 
the  charge. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  irregularity  henceforth  at  Stellenbosch 
when  the  Parade  takes  place,  it  was  expressly  forbidden  to  every 
one  to  tap  or  sell  any  wine  or  brandy  or  other  strong  drink  before 
the  Parade  has  been  concluded.  Offenders  to  be  fined  Eds.  10. 

September  27. — The  continuously  wonderful,  bleak,  and  intem- 
perate weather  stops  all  work  on  board,  and  creates  ill-health 
among  the  people,  delaying  also  the  restoration  to  health  of  the 
sick  in  hospital. 

September  28. — The  same  cold  dark  weather  with  a very 
oppressive  atmosphere.  Wind  continually  west  and  north-west. 
No  rain,  which  is  much  desired. 

September  29. — Strong  north-west  wind,  heavily  clouded  sky, 
ceaseless  rain,  and  turbulent  weather. 

September  30. — Pain — good  for  the  lands,  but  the  ships  have 
enough  to  do  to  save  themselves. 

October  1. — The  Fiscal  proceeds  to  the  black  rock  on  the  beach 
with  others,  in  order  to  inspect  portions  of  a corpse  lying  there. 
It  was  found  to  be  that  of  a European  supposed  to  belong  to  the 
•“  Bentvelt,”  and  missing  16  or  18  days. 

Heavy  rains  still  falling.  The  rivers,  which  have  not  flowed  in 
a manner  worth  mentioning,  will  now  commence  to  run. 

Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

October  5. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  “ Overryp  ” having  been 
condemned  as  unseaworthy  on  the  25th  September,  and  it  being 
impossible  to  repair  her,  it  is  necessary  to  send  another  vessel  in 
her  stead  to  Mauritius  to  take  off  from  that  island  the  Company’s 
garrison,  property,  &c,  still  on  the  island.  The  people  there  must 
be  running  out  of  supplies,  and  longing  very  much  for  a vessel. 
It  wa3  therefore  decided  to  inspect  the  five  vessels  now  in  the  Bay, 
to  discover  which  had  the  most  accommodation  left  for  the  pui’pose 
of  being  sent  to  Mauritius. 

October  8. — Meeting  of  Council. — It  was  decided  after  hearing 
the  report  of  the  commission  of  inquiry  (see  above)  provisionally 
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to  select  the  “ Beverwaart  ” for  the  voyage  to  Mauritius,  but 
should  she  he,  as  the  mate  stated,  too  leaky  and  weak  for  such  a 
rough  voyage,  then  to  fix  upon  the  “ Nederhoven.” 

The  ordinary  annual  writing  off  allowed. 

October  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  commission  report  that 
they  consider  the  “ Beverwaart  ” sufficiently  strong  for  the  voyage 
to  Mauritius.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  fit  her  out  for  that 
purpose.  The  cash  was  taken  out  of  her  excepting  one  chest ; and 
a list  is  given  of  the  cargo  distributed  among  the  other  ships.  Some 
nails  and  tar  likewise  landed  for  the  use  of  the  Cape. 

October  15. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

Two  sailors  fight  with  knives,  and  one  kills  the  other. 

October  16. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  done. 

October  22. — The  burghers  meet  on  Parade  under  their 
standards.  Weather  lovely.  The  Governor  personally  reviews 


them.  According  to  the  muster  roll, 

The  cavalry  consisted  of 

70  men 

One  company  of  infantry  of 

80  „ 

The  other  do.  do. 

80  „ 

Total 

230  „ 

After  that,  each  company  fired  three  volleys  before  the  Governor 
and  Council,  and  proceeded  to  the  Castle,  where  they  did  the  same 
thing.  Each  volley  was  thanked  for  with  a gun.  After  that  they 
returned  in  good  order.  The  members  of  the  Council,  Court  of 
Justice,  the  Heemraden,  and  all  the  bui’gher  officers  dined  with  the 
Governor,  when  they  were  sumptuously  entertained. 

October  24. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  following  opinions  were 
read  of  the  members  regarding  the  appointment  of  a skipper  on 
the  “ Bentveldt”  in  place  of  the  deceased  Abraham  Kloot. 

J.  C.  d’Ableing.  As  agreed  to  in  the  extraordinary  meeting  of 
the  21st,  that  every  one  shall  deliver  his  written  opinion  on  this 
subject,  he  wishes  to  mention  that  on  the  16th  he  voted  for  Jan 
Lindeboom,  chief  officer  of  that  ship,  who  had  the  nearest  claim, 
and  especially  also  in  consequence  of  the  strict  orders  of  the  India 
Council  which  lay  down,  that  in  cases  of  death,  the  vacancies  shall 
not  be  filled  up  with  those  from  other  ships,  unless  incapacity  or 
bad  conduct  can  be  proved  against  those  who  had  the  nearest 
claim,  and  proved  with  sufficient  evidence.  He  objects  to 
the  appointment  of  the  skipper  of  the  “ Overryp,”  Leendert  de 
Koning,  not  because  the  Fiscal  had  no  action  against  him,  but 
because  at  the  proper  time  he  had  asked  for  no  Commissioners  in 
order  to  examine  the  ship  careful]}'',  and  because  in  the  resolution 
of  that  Ship’s  Council,  regarding  the  return  to  the  Cape,  it  is  said 
that  the  crew  were  not  inclined  to  continue  the  voyage  any  further. 
These  he,  d’Ableing,  thinks  are  some  points  which  the  skipper 
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has  to  explain,  and  which  appear  to  have  been  as  it  were  over- 
looked by  his  removal  to  the  “ Bentvelt.” 

Fiscal  Blesius.  Believes  that  skipper  de  Koning  cannot  as  yet 
leave  the  Cape,  as  he  still  has  to  account  for  the  cargo  of  the 
“ Overryp,”  consisting  of  some  wheat,  and  has  likewise  to  submit 
the  statement  of  the  consumption  on  hoard  in  victuals,  &c. 

0.  Bergli.  Skipper  de  Koning  did  not  sufficiently  clear  himself, 
not  having  asked  for  Commissioners  to  examine  his  ship  before  its 
departure  to  Mauritius,  and  see  whether  it  was  fit  to  leave.  He 
therefore  believes  that  the  appointment  should  be  given  to  the 
chief  officer  as  the  nearest  claimant. 

K.  J.  Slotsboo.  Skipper  Koning,  having  a good  reputation, 
and  as  the  Fiscal  states  nothing  against  him,  might  be  appointed 
to  the  “ Bentvelt  ” as  soon  as  he  has  accounted  for  the  “ Overryp  ” 
now  condemned,  regarding  its  cargo,  &c.  To  do  this  there  will  be 
sufficient  time.  No  other  than  Skipper  de  Koning  should  be 
chosen,  as  he  has  faithfully  done  his  duty  to  the  Company.  How- 
ever, considering  the  case  in  all  its  bearings,  the  question  is,  whether 
it  would  not  be  more  expedient  to  give  the  command  to  the  mate 
of  the  “ Bentvelt  ” subject  to  the  approval  of  the  India  Board. 

Jacob  Cruse  believes  that  de  Koning  should  be  appointed, 
there  being  no  charge  laid  against  him  by  the  Fiscal.  He  should 
however  give  security  in  case  afterwards  any  deficit  may  be  found 
in  the  cargo  of  the  “ Overryp.” 

Willem  van  Putten  adheres  to  his  opinion  expressed  on  the 
16tli  and  21st.  Skipper  de  Koning  is  bound  according  to  India 
custom  personally  to  account  for  his  ship’s  cargo,  &e.,  and 
to  clear  himself  at  Batavia  as  regards  his  departure  to  Mauritius 
and  putting  back  to  the  Cape.  Only  then  he  will  be  able  to  take 
charge  of  another  ship.  The  chief  mate  Lindeboom  should 
therefore  be  appointed. 

W.  Helot.  “ The  mate  Lindeboom  should  be  appointed  and  not 
Skipper  de  Koning.  According  to  orders  from  India,  a vacancy 
caused  by  death  must  be  filled  up  by  the  officer  next  in  rank  unless 
it  is  satisfactorily  shown  that  he  is  unfit  for  it ; but  Lindeboom 
has  after  a careful  inquiry  been  proved  to  be  an  able  and  zealous 
sailor.  Although  the  Fiscal  has  no  charge  to  prefer  against 
Leendert  de  Koning  regarding  his  putting  back,  I think  that  the 
latter  was  guilty  of  great  negligence,  for  knowing  a long  time  be- 
fore that  his  ship  was  to  be  fitted  out  for  Mauritius,  and  also  her 
weak  condition,  he  asked  for  no  Commissioners  to  inspect  her. 
For  this  he  will  have  to  account  at  Batavia,  and  should  have  no 
command  on  board  the  ‘ Bentvelt.’  ” 

Governor  L.  v.  Assenburgh.  “ In  the  first  place  it  is  evident 
that  when  a skipper  is  out  of  employ,  and  a vacancy  occurs,  he 
should  be  the  first  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Secondly,  the 
Fiscal  has  declared  that  lie  has  no  action  against  de  Koning,  but 
that  the  latter  had  not  asked  for  a Commission  of  inspection.  My 
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reply  was  that  then  proceedings  should  he  instituted  against  him ; 
Tbut  the  Fiscal  replied  that  he  had  since  heard  that  he  had  asked 
for  30  “ knees,”  which  had  been  given  him,  and  that  therefore  he 
had  nothing  to  charge  him  with.  Thirdly,  the  Governor  therefore 
thought  that  a skipper  of  a ship  declared  to  be  unseaworthy,  ought 
do  be  selected  to  fill  up  a vacancy,  as  the  most  beneficial  course  for  the 
Company,  it  being  always  an  expensive  proceeding  to  make  new 
skippers  or  mates.  Fourthly,  it  appeared  to  the  Governor  that  the 
mate  of  the  “ Bentvelt  ” has  but  a moderate  knowledge  of  navigation, 
and  is  not  a man  capable  of  maintaining  discipline  and  good  order 
among  so  many  men  in  such  a ship.  And  fifthly,  that  the  said 
mate  had  often  quarrelled  with  his  skipper  during  the  voyage  and 
opposed  him.  All  these  reasons  had  induced  the  Governor  rather 
to  appoint  a skipper  at  present  disengaged,  who  would  other- 
wise draw  pay  for  nothing,  and  against  whom  the  Fiscal  has  no 
cause  for  action,  than  the  chief  officer  of  another  vessel.”  The 
Governor  further  advised  that  copies  of  the  above  minutes  should 
be  sent  to  Holland  and  Batavia,  and  that  he  had  decided  to  give 
the  appointment  to  Skipper  Leendert  de  Koning.  The  members 
who  were  of  another  opinion  were  therefore  relieved  from  all 
responsibility,  on  condition  that  an  account  of  the  cargo  of  the 
“ Overryp  ” shall,  as  offered  in  writing  by  Skipper  de  Koning,  be 
rendered  by  his  first  officer  and  book-keeper,  and  that  said  skipper 
shall  as  a personal  guarantee  pay  Rds.  1,000  into  the  treasury  to 
cover  any  deficit  that  may  be  discovered,  or  produce  two  sufficient 
sureties  for  the  purpose. 

October  27. — Sunday.  This  morning  at  nine  o’clock  the 

Governor  assisted  by  the  member  of  the  Batavia  Court  of  Jus- 
tice, van  Egten,  and  the  wharfmaster  Jan  Brommert,  proceeded  on 
board  the  “ Bentvelt  ” to  instal  Skipper  de  Koning.  About  noon 
His  Honour  returned  after  a salute  had  been  filed. 

October  29. — The  Governor  and  two  members  of  the  Council 
proceed  to  “ Vergelegen  ” in  order  to  sell  the  whole  with  the 
buildings,  &c.,  on  it,  in  four  allotments. 

November  3. — The  S.E.  wind  blew  so  terrifically  that  people 
had  enough  to  do  to  keep  on  their  legs. 

November  4. — S.E.  suddenly  ceased.  Day  broke  with  a 
miserable  dark  sky,  calm,  strong  lightning,  and  vehemently  heavy 
thunder  with  heavy  rain. 

November  5. — The  Governor  and  company  returned  from 
Hottentots  Holland  having  made  their  journey  over  Stellenbosch. 

November  12. — Meetiny  of  Council.  Decided  to  sell  some 
damaged  staves,  and  wheat,  &c. 

November  14. — A sailor  of  the  “ Bentvelt  ” having  stabbed 
another,  and  obstinately  denying  it,  condemned  to  the  torture. 

Meetiny  of  Council.  When  “ Vergelegen  ” was  offered  for  sale 
on  the  3 1st  October  last,  the  4th  allotment  with  the  buildings, 
vines  and  plantations  on  it,  was  kept  in  for  the  sum  of  f9,000,  but 
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afterwards  the  burgher  Bareud  Geldenliuys  having  offered  f9,500,. 
it  was  resolved,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor,  to  let  him  have 
the  allotment  for  that  amount,  on  condition  that  he  produces 
satisfactory  security,  and  as  long  as  Van  der  Hevden  is  alive,  who 
already  possesses  a large  quantity  of  laud  and  immoveable  property, 
he  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  sell  or  alienate  it,  that  the 
orders  of  the  Directors  may  be  implicitly  obeyed. 

November  16. — The  prisoner  mentioned  on  the  14th  brought  to 
the  torture,  and  after  he  had  been  hauled  up  with  a 50  lb.  weight 
to  each  great  toe,  fully  confessed  his  crime. 

November  19. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

November  20. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Northumberland” 
from  Bencoolen.  It  reported  that  some  persons  of  high  rank 
would  proceed  home  by  the  first  return  fleet,  among  them  the 
Hon.  Governor-General  Johan  van  Hoorn,  and  that  the  ships 
would  leave  about  the  end  of  October. 

November  21. — Fine  rain,  verj'  serviceable  for  the  wheat  now 
growing  into  the  ear,  whilst  rye  is  ripening  everywhere  and  people 
are  busy  cutting  their  barley. 

The  Court  of  Justice  condemns  a sailor  to  death  for  homicide. 
(See  November  14  and  16). 

November  22. — The  sailor  executed  (see  above).  He  was  a 
Greek  named  Demetrius  Petrus,  and  had  been  in  the  house  of  the 
Cooper  H.  Ryning  with  a fellow-sailor  named  “ Dolle  Dries  ” 
(mad  Andrew),  with  whom  he  quarrelled.  Speaking  about  fight- 
ing they  left,  and  about  1 p.m.  they  passed  the  house  of  Jacob 
Pleunis  towards  the  New  Market  Square.  Prisoner  desired  to 
proceed  to  his  lodgings  in  one  of  the  rooms  belonging  to  the  burgher 
Jacob  Thomasz.  alias  the  Scotchman,  as  his  landlord  Otto  Ernst 
was  not  at  home.  He  went  to  sit  down  in  the  Scotchman’s  house, 
and  Dolle  Dries  waited  for  him  outside.  The  prisoner  said  to  the 
Scotchman’s  wife — “ One  of  the  sailors  wishes  to  fight  me,  help  me 
to  take  off  my  coat.”  She  did  so,  and  then  two  of  the  sailors  entered 
and  asked  for  liquor,  the  woman  being  alone  at  home.  Prisoner 
had  a view  of  the  front  gate  of  the  erf  through  a window,  and 
hearing  wine  mentioned,  which  the  woman  refused,  said  I see  more 
of  our  men,  and  when  he  saw  Dolle  Dries  entering  with  them, 
again  put  on  his  red  shirt,  leaving  his  coat  and  tie  on  the  table. 
Dolle  Dries  said  as  he  entered — “ Come  out  and  fight  me,”  but 
prisoner  said — “ I won’t,  you  have  a knife,  if  I were  to  draw  a 
knife  in  this  place  I would  be  miserable.”  Upon  this  Dolle 
Dries,  abusing  him  said — “ You  Turk,  you  rascal,  you  informer, 
you  say  you  are  a sailor,  but  you  are  not.  I will  knife  you  in  this 
house.”  Upon  this  the  woman  turned  them  all  out,  prisoner 
leaving  his  wig  and  cane  behind.  When  outside,  Dolle  Dries 
challenged  him  to  fight,  but  as  he  felt  disinclined,  two  other  sailors 
said — ,l  Are  you  a man,  and  afraid  of  striking  with  your  fist  ?” 
but  prisoner  replied  “ he  has  a knife  with  him.”  Upon  this  the 
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•sailor  drew  a knife  from  kis  pocket  and  said — “ No,  here  is  kis 
knife.”  Prisoner  wko  kad  two  knives  in  kis  pocket,  tkereupon 
followed  Dolle  Dries  to  tke  middle  of  tke  Square,  wko  stood  at 
tke  comer  liouse  on  tkat  Square  kelonging  to  Mattkjs  Greeff. 
Prisoner  called  Dolle  Dries  to  come  to  tke  middle  of  tke  plain,  kut 
Dries  motioned  kack  tkat  tkey  were  to  go  to  tke  sand  downs. 
After  muck  keckoning  to  and  fro,  Dries  met  prisoner  kekind  tke 
kouse  of  tke  kurgker  Gerrit  van  Aart,  wkere  after  exckauging  a 
few  words,  eacli  drew  a knife  and  gave  eack  otker  various  cuts. 
Tke  prisoner,  wliilst  figkting,  asked  Dries  wketker  ke  would  pray 
for  kis  life  or  wisked  to  ke  forgiven,  kut  Dries  replied — “ No,  I 
sougkt  your  life,  do  your  kest.”  In  tkeir  korrikle  fury  tkey 
struck  at  eack  otker  witk  tkeir  knives,  and  prisoner  wounded 
Dries  so  kadly  in  tke  right  side  witk  a klack-kandled  knife  of 
two-pence,  tkat  tke  latter  at  once  fell  dead.  Upon  tkis  prisoner 
turned  Dries  over  on  kis  kack,  kut  tke  latter  was  already  dead. 
He  tken  went  to  tke  kouse  of  tke  Seotckman,  skowing  quasi  tke 
woman  kow  ke  kad  keen  wounded,  kut  not  saying  tkat  ke  kad 
killed  tke  otker.  Having  oktained  kis  coat,  tie,  wig  and  cane 
from  tke  woman  witkout  entering  tke  kouse,  ke  wandered  akout 
tke  foremost  gardens,  and  was  apprekended  tke  same  evening. 

Tkis  keing  a liorrikly  wicked  deed  and  manifest  komicide — as 
prisoner  could  kave  avoided  it  in  many  ways — and  moreover,  pre- 
meditated and  purposely  done,  so  tkat  prisoner  kas  defiled  kimself 
witk  tke  klood  of  a man,  and  snatcked  away  a life  wkick  can 
never  ke  restored,  ke  is  sentenced  to  ke  skot  on  tke  place  of 
execution,  and  kuried  on  tke  one  outside,  paying  all  tke  costs. 

Novemker  26. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

Decemker  3. — Meeting  of  Council.  Some  damaged  wlieat 
written  off. 

Decemker  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  Election  of  Ckurck 
Councillors  for  tke  Cape  and  Drakenstein.  Tke  letter  received 
from  Drakenstein  written  in  tke  Frenck  language.  Decided  to 
approve  of  tke  appointment,  as  elders  for  tke  Cape,  of  Jan  Hendrik 
Ylok  to  represent  tke  kurgkers  vice  Mickiel  Ley,  and  for  Draken- 
stein of  Pierre  de  Yilliers  vice  Akrakam  de  Villiers.  Furtker, 
Bastiaan  Sigismund  was  elected  deacon  for  tke  Cape  to  represent 
tke  Company  vice  Francis  Guto,  and  Jan  Durand  and  Jacques 
Terron  were  appointed  deacons  for  Drakenstein  vice  Paulus  Roux 
and  Pierre  Jordaan. 

It  was  furtker  decided  to  order  tke  Ckurck  Council  of  Draken- 
stein, tkat  kencefortk  all  tkeir  letters  to  tkis  Council  shall  not  be 
written  in  tke  Frenck,  but  only  in  tke  Dutch  language. 

December  12. — A sailor  sentenced  to  ke  banged  for  murdering 
tke  quartermaster  of  kis  skip,  “ Kiefkoek  ” ; and  another  like- 
wise, for  wounding  a comrade  in  tke  hospital,  to  stand  with  tke 
rope  round  kis  neck  under  tke  gallows ; after  that  to  ke  scourged, 
branded,  and  sent  into  banishment  and  chains  on  Robben  Island 
for  six  years. 
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December  17. — The  execution  of  the  murderer  takes  place. 
He,  Pieter  Jansz,  of  Amsterdam,  had  on  the  22nd  November, 
about  3 or  4 p.m.,  been  drinking  and  gambling  at  the  house  of 
the  burgher  Cornells  Claasz  Cuyp.  The  prisoner  had  thereupon 
quarrelled  with  his  fellow-player,  and  finding  the  latter  too  strong 
for  him  had  drawn  his  knife,  which  was,  however,  taken  away  bv 
Cuyp.  He  had  thereupon  gone  to  the  hospital  to  get  another  knife 
from  his  chest,  with  which  he  returned.  Being  half  drunk,  he  stood 
talking  before  Cuyp’s  door  with  the  quartermaster  of  his  ship, 
Adriaan  Cornelisz  of  Flushing,  against  whom  he  never  before  had 
any  ill-feeling.  Alone  the  two  walked  together  to  the  sandhills, 
where  on  arrival  the  prisoner,  without  any  cause  stabbed  Adriaan 
in  the  left  breast  and  right  shoulder,  so  that  the  wounded  man  fell 
down.  No  witnesses  were  present,  and  afew  yards  further  off  prisoner 
threw  his  knife  away  in  the  sand.  After  that  he  met  two  sailors, 
to  whom  he  said — “ He  is  dead  already  ; where  shall  I fly  to  ? 
If  I run  over  the  mountain  I will  die  from  hunger.  I will  rather 
report  myself.”  Shortly  afterwards  the  wounded  man  arrived  at 
the  hospital  for  assistance,  and  was  found  to  have  been  wounded 
in  four  distinct  places.  He  declared  that  the  wounds  had  been 
inflicted  by  the  prisoner  in  a treacherous  manner.  The  latter, 
pricked  by  his  conscience,  wandered  about,  and  about  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning  he  was  apprehended  in  the  house  of  the  burgher 
tapper  Hendrik  Wendel  alias  de  Cock.  Within  three  days  the 
quartermaster  died  of  his  wounds.  The  prisoner  was  hanged,  and 
further,  as  usual,  his  body  was  left  exposed  in  ohains,  &c.  Cum 
expensis. 

Johannes  Coopman,  of  Meurs,  sailor,  and  formerly  ill  in  hospital, 
did  on  the  22nd  November,  about  8 p.m.  (whilst  the  Fiscal  and 
Commissioners  were  present  in  order  to  examine  and  dress  the 
wounds  of  the  mortally  wounded  quartermaster),  sit  on  his  bedding 
and  ask  one  of  his  fellow-sailors  standing  near,  for  his  coat,  which  he 
had  on,  but  who  refused  to  give  it,  threatening  at  the  some  time 
to  beat  him.  The  prisoner  then  became  angry,  and  said  to  Pieter 
v.  d.  Tuyn — “Be  quiet,  or  I will  do  what  I will  be  sorry  for.” 
Maliciously  and  with  a bare  knife  lie  went  to  Pieter  Tuyn  and 
treacherously  stabbed  the  latter  in  the  back,  chest,  and  hand. 
He  then  threw  the  knife  under  the  bed,  &c.  His  sentence 
as  executed,  was  to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round 
his  neok  and  behold  the  execution  of  the  other  sailor.  After  that 
to  be  bound  to  a stake  with  the  knife  above  his  head,  severely 
whipped  with  rods,  branded  on  th.9  baok,  and  serve  in  irons  on 
Robben  Island  for  six  years.  Cum  expensis. 

Meeting  of  Council.  The  election  of  Dirk  Coetze  as  elder  for 
Stellenbosch,  vice  Johannes  Mulder,  approved  of,  also  that  of  Arend 
Gildenhuys  as  deacon  vice  J acobus  de  Lange. 

J ohannes  Swellengrebel  and  Hendrik  ten  Damme  elected  Orphan 
masters  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  vice  Jan  Brommert  and  Kaje 
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Jesse  Slotsboo,  and  on  the  part  of  the  burghers  Claas  Hendriks? 
Diepenauw  and  Hendrik  Bouman,  in  the  place  of  Hendrik  Donker 
and  Michiel  Ley. 

December  19. — Arrival  of  the  “ Mercurius  ” from  Mauritius. 
She  had  arrived  there  on  the  28th  August,  and  left  on  the  1 0th 
November.  She  reports  that  on  the  5th  November  four  Frenoh 
war  ships  had  arrived  in  the  north-west  harbour,  and  were  said  to 
have  captured  the  Company’s  ship  “ Kieviet  ” off  Surat.  This 
was  confirmed  by  the  commander  of  the  squadron,  De  Champloret 
le  Bruin,  on  board  the  “ Diligent,”  who  wrote  a letter  to  the 
commander  of  the  island,  and  sent  it  by  one  of  his  officers,  with  a 
request  for  cattle,  kids  and  fowls,  offering  in  stead  to  liberate  109 
prisoners  there.  The  commander,  however,  civilly  refused. 
What  happened  further,  and  when  they  left,  we  expect  to  hear  by 
a following  opportunity.  The  letter  brought  thence  is  unsigned 
and  undated,  and  also  only  half  finished  (or  copied). 

December  22. — Sunday.  After  the  Rev.  d'Ailly  had  preached 
the  preparation  sermon — as  next  Wednesday,  i.e.,  Christmas,  the 
Holy  Sacrament  would  be  administered — the  Hon.  Governor 
was  congratulated  on  his  birthday  by’-  the  members  of 
the  Council  and  Court  of  Justice,  the  different  servants 
of  the  Company,  and  those  of  rank,  the  burgher  councillors,  and 
the  most  influential  among  the  burghers  with  their  wives.  He 
reached  his  49th  year  this  day, — Long  health  and  a prosperous 
government  for  his  Honour  were  drunk  with  a glass  of  wine ; 
17  guns  were  fired  from  the  Castle,  15  from  the  Admiral’s  ship 
“ Overryp,”  and  13  each  from  the  “ Huys  te  Loo,”  “ Oestgeest,” 
“ ’t  Huys  ter  Boede,”  “ Bon,”  and  “ Lokhorst.”  The  most  influ- 
ential of  the  Company's  servants  were  sumptuously  entertained  at 
dinner  by  his  Honour — the  flags  and  pennants  blowing  out  from 
the  topmasts  and  yardarms.  In  the  evening  all  kinds  of  cleverly 
made  fireworks  were  set  off,  among  them  the  name  of  the 
Governor.  The  day  having  been  spent  in  all  kinds  of  sweet 
enjoyments,  and  the  guests  having  civilly  bid  good  night  to  the 
Governor,  they  left  between  9 and  10  p.m. 

December  24. — Fine  rain  during  the  night.  Good  for  the 
crops  still  standing,  and  which  are  being  cut  here  and  there.  The 
harvest  promises  to  be  good.  The  rye,  however,  is  very  poor,  and 
so  bad  as  it  has  not  been  for  many  years.  According  to  the 
opinion  of  most  of  the  farmers  this  has  been  caused  by  a certain 
kind  of  dew,  called  honey  dew,  which  fell  upon  the  rye  when  in 
blossom.  In  fact,  this  wonderful  climate  causes  here  and  there  a 
berry  to  ripen  on  the  bunches  of  grapes,  which  ripen  very  irregu- 
larly. Some  berries  look  like  white  peas,  others  are  as  small  as 
shot  and  still  smaller,  so  that  a bad  vintage  is  expected. 

Meeting  of  Council.  Abraham  Diemer  and  Hendrik  Bouman 
made  burgher  councillors  vice  Claas  Hendriksz  Diepenauw  and  H. 
Donker. 
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.Elected  as  Heemraden  for  Stellenbosch — Wessel  Pretorius  and 
Warnar  vaD  den  Brink  vice  Jan  Botina  and  the  late  Johannes 
Bokkelbergh,  and  d°-  for  Drakenstein,  Claude  Marais  and  Daniel 
Hugot  vice  Abraham  de  Yilliers  and  Jean  Durand. 

As  President  of  the  Board  of  Petty  Cases  was  chosen  Captain 
Adolf  Joan  van  der  Laan,  vice  Willem  van  Putten ; and  as  Com- 
missioner, the  Ensign  Pieter  Kiksee  vice  the  Lieutenant  Ka j e 
J esse  Slotsboo.  The  Commissioner  Abr.  Poulle,  whose  time 
has  expired,  will  serve  another  year,  because  otherwise  all  the  three 
Company’s  servants  at  that  board  would  have  retired  together. 

As  President  of  the  Marriage  Board  was  appointed  the  Lieu- 
tenant Kaje  Jesse  Slotsboo,  vice  Jacob  Cruse ; and  as  Commissioner 
Johannes  Swellengrebel  vice  Jan  Brommert.  This  only  to  last 
until  the  end  of  1710,  when  this  board  will  be  amalgamated  with 
that  for  petty  cases. 

December  31. — The  S.E.  wind  which  had  blown  severely 
during  the  night,  suddenly  ceased.  A dead  calm  set  in,  and  the 
day  became  parching  (stifling)  hot.  The  evening,  however,  was 
delightful.  Thus  the  year  took  its  departure.  Heaven  be 
heartily  thanked  that  we  have  thus  long  been  exempt  from  all 
external  and  internal  enemies  and  commotions ; and  that  the 
inhabitants  have  lived  with  each  other  in  fair  tranquillity  and 
sweetness  (harmony).  We  pray  the  Divine  Majesty  that  we  may 
not  only  live  through  the  new  year  under  Its  mild  blessing  and 
grace  in  quiet  and  peace,  and  good  harmony,  under  the  present  good 
Government,  but  that  under  its  shelter  It  may  grant  us  many 
more  years  and  a happy  end. — “ Agrees  with  the  original.” 

A.  Poulle,  1st  Sworn  Clerk. 


1710. 

January  1. — New  Year  ushered  in  as  usual  with  cannon  fired 
by  the  Castle  and  afterwards  by  the  ships.  A pleasant  but  warm 
day.  Between  10  and  11  a.m.  the  various  officials,  &e.,  and  their 
wives  and  children,  the  burghers  and  their  families  went  to  con- 
gratulate the  Governor.  All  dined  with  him  and  remained  till  9 
p.m.,  passing  a very  pleasant  time. 

January  7. — Meeting  of  Council. — Some  damaged  wheat  written 
off.  Heavy  S.  Easter. 

January  10. — Arrival  of  the  yacht  “ Meervliet,”  which 
reported  that  seven  return  ships  and  the  yacht  “ Naters  ” with 
provisions  for  the  Cape  were  near  the  land.  That  there  were  on 
board  the  Hon.  Gov.  Gen.  Joh.  van  Hoorn  and  the  Hon.  Ordinary 
Councillor  Adam  van  Byn,  the  Hon.  Commander  and  late  Com- 
missioner Cnoll,  as  Admirals,  and  many  others  of  rank.  About 
noon  the  “ Zandenburgh  ” cast  anchor,  on  which  was  Gov.  Gen. 
v.  Hoorn,  whom  the  Castle  saluted  with  twenty-one  guns.  After 
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that  the  “ Naters  ” arrived.  After  that  the  yacht  “ Het  Yaderland 
Getrouw,”  on  board  of  which  was  the  Vice-Admiral  Adam  van 
Rhyn.  After  that  the  “ Hoedekenskerk,”  with  the  Rear-Admiral, 
the  Commander,  and  ex-Commander  of  Java’s  East  coast,  Covert 
Knoll.  After  that  the  “ Liefde  ” and  “ Grimmesteyn,”  all,  thank 
God,  in  a fair  state  of  health.  After  his  Honour  (v.  Hoorn)  had 
surrendered  the  Government  to  His  Honour  Abraham  van 
Riebeek,  he  had  left  Batavia  the  following  day.  After  the  ships 
had  anchored,  it  began  to  rain,  with  a west  and  south-west  cold 
wind,  and  Governor  v.  Assenburg,  with  the  whole  Political  Council 
proceeded  on  board,  together  with  the  wives  of  the  secunde  and  the 
two  captains,  to  conduct  His  Honour  on  shore.  The  garrison  and 
burghers  were  under  arms.  About  4 p.m.  His  Honour’s  wife  and 
daughter,  the  Hon.  van  Ryn,  and  other  gentlemen  of  quality 
landed,  and  were  welcomed  by  the  members  and  secretary  of  the 
Court  of  Justice.  They  then  passed  through  the  burgher  ranks  to 
the  Castle,  in  which  the  garrison  stood  under  arms,  and  to  the 
Governor’s  residence.  They  were  again  complimented  with  three 
salvos  of  muskets  and  some  cannon  salutes,  the  ships  returning 
thanks. 

Arrival  in  the  evening  of  the  “ Neptunus,”  which  had  been  at 
St.  Thomas  from  the  15th  September  to  20th  October.  It 
reported  that  the  long-expected  “ Amazone  ” had  been  there,  but 
left  ten  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  “Neptunus.” 

January  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  President,  Hon.  J.  v.  Hoorn. 
Decided  to  allow  the  fleet  three  refreshment  days  during  the  week, 
and  to  make  this  the  rule  henceforth,  as  the  rations  for  two  days 
of  fresh  provisions  are  of  the  same  price  as  one  consisting  of 
preserved  stores. 

January  18. — Gov.  Gen.  v.  Hoorn  and  family,  Councillor  v. 
Khyn,  the  Governor,  and  some  ladies  proceed  to  Rondebosch  and 
return  at  night. 

January  22. — Arrival  of  the  “ Frederieus  Quartus  ” (Danish 
ship)  which  had  left  the  Cape  for  Tranquebar  on  the  11th  May 
last.  It  had  left  Tranquebar  on  the  10th  November  last, 
and  brought  8.  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Nagapatam,  Mr. 
Steelandt,  to  the  Fiscal  Blesius,  in  which  he  says,  that  he  had  heard 
from  Mocha,  via  Ceylon,  that  the  long-expected  ship  “ Overwinnaar  ” 
had  in  the  latitude  of  the  Abrohollos  been  attacked,  and  after  a 
severe  resistance,  captured  by  two  St.  Malo  vessels  and  brought 
into  Mocha.  More  particulars  of  this  mournful  news  we  expect 
with  the  Ceylon  ships  ; as  well  as  of  the  taking  of  the  hooker 
“ Schagerlaan  ” on  the  coast  of  Coromandel  in  sight  of  Tran- 
quebar, 14  days  before  the  departure  of  the  Danish  ship. 

January  27. — Return  of  the  Commissioners  who  had  been  to  the 
country  to  collect  the  returns.  This  week  they  are  to  do  so  at  the 
Cape  and  Rondebosch. 

January  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  J.  v.  Hoorn,  President. 
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Letter  read,  received  with  the  “ Zuiddorp  ” from.  Batavia,  dated 
11th  November,  1709,  and  also  that  of  the  Directors  from 
Amsterdam,  dated  4th  July,  1709,  received  by  the  frigate 
Het  Gelukkig  Uur.”  The  latter  despatch  contained  the 
positive  order  that  no  ships’  materials  were  to  be  supplied  to 
English  or  other  foreign  nations,  and  under  no  pretext  whatever, 
but  that  all  applications  were  to  be  positively  refused  and  declined. 
It  was  decided  to  carry  out  this  order  strictly. 

Regarding  the  Powder  Mill,  it  was  resolved  to  let  experienced 
men  look  for  a suitable  place,  and  after  that,  if  possible,  frame  a 
list  of  the  material  required,  to  be  sent  to  the  Directors  by  (his 
opportunity  for  their  decision. 

Regarding  the  kitchen  gardens  of  the  Company’s  servants, 
disallowed  by  the  Directors,  in  reply  to  the  general  despatch  from 
the  Cape  dated  18th  April,  1708,  it  was  decided  that  every  one  of 
the  Company’s  servants,  possessing  such  a garden  shall  give  a plain 
description  of  the  same,  and  annex  to  it  a diagram  giving  its  size 
and  position  and  locality,  in  order  to  obtain  proper  information 
and  dispose  of  the  matter  further.  The  reduction  of  the  price  of 
grain,  beans  and  peas,  deferred  to  the  Council  by  the  Directors,  is 
left  to  stand  over  for  further  investigation. 

The  Secunde  d’Ableing  draws  attention  to  the  want  of  wine  in 
the  cellars  here  for  the  return  fleet,  &c.  And  also  that  according 
to  rumour  no  large  vintage  was  expected.  Deoided  to  buy  80 
leaguers  from  the  farmers — pure  Cape  wine. 

January  31. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Heathcote,”  having 
on  board  Governor  Pith  of  Madras,  who  was  received  on  the  jetty 
by  two  servants  of  the  Company,  deputed  for  the  purpose,  and 
•conducted  by  them  to  Governors  v.  Hoorn  and  Assenburg  within 
the  Castle.  Having  paid  his  compliments,  he  proceeded  to  the 
Cape,  and  lodged  with  Jan  Brommert,  the  wharf  master.  Heavy 
rains  like  in  winter — good  for  the  grapes,  but  most  injurious  to  the 
crops  of  the  poor  agriculturist,  as  much  of  the  wheat  will  now 
sprout  out. 

February  2. — Our  reverend  minister,  Johannes  Godefridus 
d’Ailly  preached  this  morning  before  His  Honour  J.  v.  Hoorn 
and  His  Honour  the  Governor,  and  likewise  before  a fairly  large 
congregation,  and  in  a very  edifying  manner,  on  the  utility  of  the 
oircumcision  of  our  Saviour,  from  Luke  in  his  second  chapter. 
In  the  afternoon  he  again  officiated  properly. 

February  4. — Meeting  of  Council.  J.  v.  Hoorn  presides. 
Some  powder  to  be  landed  in  order  to  supply  the  Ceylon  ships 
expected.  Result  of  the  powder  in  the  cellars  on  shore  when 
tested. 

Captain  Adolph  Joan  van  der  Laan  ordered  to  attend,  to  take 
his  seat  at  the  Board,  having  been  promoted  by  the  Directors  to 
the  position  of  Captain  and  member  of  the  Council.  He  takes  the 
oath  and  his  seat  next  to  Captain  Bergh.  As  since  his  arrival  on 
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the  4th  November  in  the  “ Huis  ter  Loo  ” he  has  not  been  on 
active  service,  as  the  Directors  did  not  state  whether  he  was  to  do 
Captain’s  duty  alone,  or  with  Captain  Bergh,  it  was  decided  first 
to  wait  for  further  instructions  by  the  autumn  ships,  and  after  that 
to  come  to  a resolution. 

Some  water  casks  to  be  made  for  the  ships. 

Fuel. — Very  scarce  at  present.  Decided  to  inform  the  Batavia 
Council  of  this  fact,  and  request  it  to  furnish  the  following  ships 
with  as  much  fuel  as  possible,  and  to  continue  to  do  so  henceforth, 
and  supply  the  return  ships  more  abundantly  in  India.  The 
Directors  are  likewise  to  be  requested  to  do  the  same  in  Holland, 
that  we  may  not  be  so  much  plagued  for  it  here ; and  further  that 
the  skippers  may  be  ordered  not  to  waste  fuel  so  much,  but  to  use 
it  economically  and  not  waste  when  they  have  abundance. 

This  matter  brought  up  the  general  want  of  timber  here, 
especially  of  such  wood  as  was  required  for  making  wooden  water 
pipes  from  the  foot  of  Table  Mountain  to  the  jetty  and  to  the 
Castle  and  the  town  ; and  it  was  decided  urgently  to  request 
Holland  and  India  by  first  opportunity,  to  fill  the  Cape  provision 
ship  with  a large  quantity  of  timber  fit  for  making  such  pipes. 
A.  separate  requisition  to  be  drawn  up  for  India  by  Lieut.  Slotsboo, 
with  models  and  measures  of  the  pipes  wanted.  The  models  to  be 
made  of  copper. 

As  no  news  has  been  received  from  Mauritius  since  the  arrival 
there  of  the  French  on  the  5th  November  last  (four  war  ships),  and 
it  is  not  known  whether  the  “ Beverwaart,”  sent  thither  on  the 
29th  October  to  take  off  the  garrison,  ever  arrived  there,  or  passed 
by,  in  order  to  avoid  the  enemy,  and  so  left  the  garrison  in  great 
straits ; it  was  decided  to  send  the  “ Mercurius  ” thither  with 
supplies  as  soon  as  she  returns  from  Saldanha  Bay,  whither  she 
will  be  sent  for  repairs. 

The  request  of  Landdrost  de  Meurs,  to  be  supplied  with  two 
carpenters  in  order  to  repair  the  bridge  across  the  Eerste  River  on 
the  main  road  from  Hottentots  Holland,  considered  reasonable  ; 
and  in  order  as  much  as  possible  to  promote  the  progress  of  that 
tender  and  poor  colony  (Stellenbosch),  granted. 

Fuel  and  timber  being  scarce,  it  was  decided  that  every  one 
should  put  on  paper  what  he  thought  was  the  best  to  be  done 
under  the  circumstances. 

Secunde  d’Ableing,  Fiscal  Blesius,  the  senior  merchant  (I. 
Brouwer,  and  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  (xovernment,  appointed 
to  inspect  the  hospital,  and  inquire  into  the  wants  of  the  poor  and 
destitute  sick  harboured  there  during  the  inclement  weather,  and 
what  may  tend  to  their  recovery. 

For  more  than  a year  severe  sickness  and  heavy  mortality 
among  the  Company’s  slaves,  greatly  interfering  with  all  kinds  of 
work.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  request  India  to  send  by  the 
provision  ship  and  the  return  fleet  40  or  50  Balinese  or  other 
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Eastern  slaves,  and  further  to  ask  Ceylon  to  send  8 or  10  Malabar, 
or  Coromandel  slaves  by  each  return  ship  leaving  for  the  Cape, 
it  being  too  dangerous  a time  to  send  a vessel  purposely  to 
Madagascar  for  slaves. 

The  Governor  produces  a list  of  those  in  arrear  with  their  tithes 
for  grain,  and  who  had  already  been  summoned  for  the  amounts. 
Decided  to  let  the  matter  stand  over  till  the  next  meeting. 

February  10. — Arrival  of  the  long-expected  ship  “ Amazone.” 
It  had  left  Texel  on  the  7th  December,  1708,  and  having  called  at 
various  English  ports,  had  left  Plymouth  on  the  20th  April,  1709. 
On  the  12th  August,  they  had  called  at  St.  Thomas,  which  they 
left  on  the  9th  September.  On  the  24th  they  had  been  attacked 
by  a French  privateer  of  36  guns,  with  which  they  had  a severe 
battle  during  seven  glasses,  and  which  they  furiously  resisted  and 
drove  off  with  the  loss  of  four  men.  After  having  repaired 
damages  as  best  they  could,  they  went  on  for  six  weeks,  and 
finally  anchored  at  St.  Paul  de  Loando,  where  they  remained  14 
days  and  refreshed  themselves.  Of  her  162  men  3 were  taken  at 
Plymouth,  27  ran  away,  and  16  died,  whilst  4 were  killed  in 
action. 

Meeting  of  Council.  List  of  promotions  on  board  the  fleet. 
List  of  articles  deficient  in  the  cargo  of  the  provision  ship 
“Naters.”  Resolved  to  write  to  India  for  a copy  of  the  orders 
regarding  the  discharge  and  lading  of  Company’s  ships  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  officers  on  the  subject. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Hospital. — They  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Hospital  the  day  before  yesterday  and  inspected  all 
the  sleeping  places  and  clothing  of  the  sick,  225  in  number.  They 
found  them  fairly  provided  with  all  necessaries,  better  than  was 
expected,  excepting  10  or  12  who  were  almost  destitute  of  blankets  or 
beds  to  lay  on — excepting  a mat  or  piece  of  sail — some  had  no  pillows. 
They  had  also  inspected  the  building,  and  found  the  house  of  the 
chief  surgeon,  as  far  as  the  flat  went,  totally  rotten  and  supported 
by  various  poles  in  order  not.  to  fall  in.  It  therefore  most  urgently 
required  repairs.  All  the  sick,  excepting  the  syphilis  patients, 
were  mixed  up  together,  especially  those  suffering  from  dysentery 
and  other  bowel  complaints  causing  by  their  stench  great 
inconvenience  to  others.  The  privy  stands  nearly  on  the  public 
road,  about  3 roods  distant  from  the  Hospital.  This  enables  the 
sick  to  visit  a neighbouring  tavern  and  retards  their  recovery. 
They  would  suggest  to  build  a wall  with  a door  in  it  in  one  of  the 
wings,  especially  the  one  tending  towards  the  Company’s  gardens, 
in  which  an  apartment  could  be  set  aside  for  the  use  of  patients 
suffering  from  dysentery  and  diarrhoea ; and  in  order  to  prevent 
the  patients  from  running  to  the  canteen,  the  plain  of  the  hospital 
inside  the  Canal,  which  is  continually  filled  with  sand  by  the 
water  daily  running  down  and  therefore  easily  passable,  should  be 
enclosed  with  a wall  7 or  8 feet  high,  leaving  no  opening  except 
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the  gate  opposite  the  church.  This  will  leave  abundant  space  for 
those  who  require  fresh  air  outside ; and  as  a commencement  hae 
been  made  already,  it  may  further  be  planted  with  oaks  or  other 
trees  for  shade.  The  privy  may  be  likewise  placed  in  the- 
neighbourhood. 

Blankets  and  clothing  might  be  provided  as  follows  : — 

100  blue  shirts  of  bafta,  salampoeris  or  guinea 

100  doublets  of  Surat  Niquanias  lined  with  Bengal  sail  cloth  or 
something  else  as  good,  in  stock. 

100  pairs  of  trousers  of  the  same  material  which  might  be 
given  to  those  requiring  them,  on  account. 

The  Superintendent  should  receive  and  account  for 

00  blankets  home  made  and  Bengalese. 

50  covers  of  double  Bengalese  sail  cloth  tilled  with  straw' 
which  could  often  be  washed  and  cleaned.  In  time,  coarse  Dutch 
linen  might  be  used  of  five-fourths  ell’s  breadth.  What  there  is  on 
hand  at  present  is  only  1 ell  broad.  The  persou  using  it,  though  the 
expense  is  trifling,  might  have  it  put  on  his  account,  i.e.,  2 
skillings  for  using  it,  and  1 d°-  for  a mattress  or  blanket.  It  may 
likewise  be  arranged  that  all  the  mattresses  and  blankets  of  the 
sick,  brought  by  them  into  the  Hospital,  shall  in  case  of  their 
death,  remain  there,  instead  of  being  appropriated  by  others. 
They  might  then  be  given,  after  having  been  thoroughly  washed 
and  cleaned,  to  those  who  have  left  the  Fatherland  heavily  in  debt, 
and  without  payment,  etc.  (Signed  by  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  J. 
Blesius,  G.  Brouwer,  7th  Feb.  1710.) 

Decided  to  repair  the  surgeon’s  dwelling ; to  draw  up  the 
partition  wall  as  recommended ; to  build  the  wall  round  the 
hospital,  plant  the  trees,  remove  the  privy  to  a more  private  spot,, 
and  forbid  the  sick  from  walking  through  the  streets,  &c.,  &c 
The  rest  of  the  report  adopted  as  it  stood. 

It  was  also  considered  that  there  was  onlv  one  cook  for  the 
Hospital,  who  had  only  two  slaves  to  assist  him.  That  as  the 
work  was  consequently  very  heavy,  because  of  the  large  numbers 
of  sick  often  reaching  400  or  500,  all  Europeans ; the  Council 
decided  to  give  the  cook  a mate,  and  to  dismiss  the  female 
superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
late  Governor,  W.  A.  v.  d.  Stel,  as  her  office  was  entirely 
incompatible  Avith  that  of  a woman  and  she  was  therefore  use- 
lessly drawing  pay  and  emoluments. 

And  in  order  to  solace  the  Superintendent  for  this,  his  monthly 
pay  of  flfi  is  increased  to  f20  from  date,  he  entering  upon  a 
new  contract  for  3 years  after  his  term  of  office  has  expired. 
Moreover,  considering  the  great  importance  of  paying  proper 
attention  to  the  sick — a matter  of  such  grave  moment  to  the 
Company—  it  is  decided  to  give  him  an  assistant  at  f 14  per 
month. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  sick  from  running  to  and  fro,  and 
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prevent  all  inconvenience  caused  by  fires  made  of  bushes,  it  was 
decided  to  hang  a lantern  with  a lighted  match  continually  in  a 
suitable  spot  in  the  hospital,  that  they  might  light  their  pipes 
there. 

Regarding  the  request  of  the  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch  in  the 
name  of  the  Heemraden,  dated  4th  inst.  (see  last  meeting),  in  the 
matter  of  planting  a number  of  trees  to  adorn  the  ways,  it  was 
decided  to  leave  the  carrying  out  of  the  same  to  him  and  his 
council,  and  also  that  later  on,  attention  shall  be  paid  to,  and  rules 
he  made  for  the  planting  of  timber,  for  the  use  of  the  Company,  in 
the  forests. 

It  was  further  decided  to  appoint  the  wharf  master,  J. 
Brummert  and  two  skippers  of  the  fleet  to  examine  the  beach 
between  Roggebay  and  Saltriver  carefully,  and  report  where  an 
easy  landing  could  be  effected,  where  the  ships  in  the  Bay  would  lie 
most  safely,  and  the  entrance  of  an  enemy  effectually  be  prevented. 
After  further  deliberation  it  was  decided  that  a low  battery 
ought  to  be  erected  at  the  point  of  the  Sand  Hills  extending  from 
the  tail  of  the  Lien  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bay,  below,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  outside  place  of  execution,  in  order  to  fire 
level,  and  as  much  as  possible  prevent  an  enemy  from  entering  the 
Bay ; and  to  press  this  on  the  attention  of  the  directors  with  a 
requisition  for  the  necessary  artillery. 

Regarding  the  question  of  the  tithes  standing  over  from  last 
meeting,  it  was  decided  to  subtract  the  arrears  from  those  who 
come  to  deliver  corn  to  the  Company,  and  to  summon  more 
deliverers  before  two  Commissioners  from  the  Council  of  J ustice ; 
those  in  the  Cape  district  within  three  days ; those  of  Stellenbosch 
within  8 ; and  those  of  Drakenstein  within  14  days.  An  immediate 
report  to  be  delivered,  and  without  delay  the  necessary  steps  to  be 
taken  (for  recovery.) 

The  burgher  and  ex-ensign  Ambrosius  Zasse  requests  permission 
to  sell  his  house  and  erf  situated  in  Table  Valley  towards  the  side 
of  the  Company’s  garden,  of  which  a lawful  title  deed  had  been 
given  by  Com.  Zacharias  Wagenaar  on  the  24th  Sept.,  1666. 
This  was  allowed,  and  it  was  at  the  same  time  decided  that  the 
lieutenant  and  surveyor  Slotsboo  should  make  a ground  plan  of  the 
same  and  also  of  the  other  houses  and  erven  adjoining  and 
surrounding  it  in  that  block,  as  well  as  of  all  the  neighbouring 
blocks  nearest  to  and  adjoining  the  plain  between  the  Castle  and 
the  town,  and  the  distance  of  the  same.  This  to  be  done  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  Commissioner-General  H.  A.  v.  Rheede  and  Governor- 
General  Ryklof  v.  Goens  had  by  their  respective  instructions  of 
16th  July,  1685,  and  24th  April,  1682,  ordered  the  former  Governor, 
S.  v.  d.  Stel,  that  as  these  same  houses  were  too  near  the  Castle, 
they  were  to  be  broken  down.  This  was  however  not  done  ; and 
therefore  this  order  of  survey  is  given  to  Slotsboo  that  the 
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directors  may  be  requested  to  grant  perfect  possession  to  the 
present  owners,  should  they  still  be  alive. 

February  11.  This  morning  V.  Hoorn,  his  wife  and  daughter, 
V.  Rhyn  and  Governors  v.  Assenburgh  drove  to  Constantia  to 
visit  ex-Governor  S.  v.  d.  Stel. 

February  12.  The  Governor  returns  home  alone,  leaving  the 
company  at  Constantia. 

February  13.  The  Secunde  d’Ableing  proceeds  to  Constantia 
and  returns  in  the  evening  with  the  company.  The  Governor- 
General  is  welcomed  with  21  guns. 

February  17. — Meeting  of  Council.  Provision  made  for  supplying 
the  “ Amazone.” 

Further  Report  of  the  Hospital  Commissioners — “ Should  the  wall 
be  built  within  the  Canal,  the  wings  of  the  building  would  not 
have  10  feet  of  space.  This  would  be  too  confined,  and  cause 
darkness.  It  should  therefore  be  built  outside  the  Canal,  which 
should  be  filled  up,  as  the  water  can  only  do  harm  to  the  sick.  It 
contains  a lot  of  frogs  and  mud  crabs  which  continually  undermine 
the  banks.  Already  the  gate  must  be  renewed  for  that  reason,  and 
the  wall  will  follow  in  course  of  time.  In  order  not  to  be 
destitute  of  water,  a good  Avail  and  a tank  might  be  built  in  one 
corner  for  washing  the  clothing,  &c.,  of  the  sick.  There  is  already 
one  behind  the  kitchen  for  the  use  of  the  cook. 

The  closet  should  be  built  in  the  west  corner  of  the  plain — an 
arch  should  be  made  over  it  to  receive  the  night-soil  and  in  such  a 
way  that  by  removing  a few  stones,  the  stuff  might  easily  be 
removed  during  the  winter  once  a vear.  This  will  cost  much  less 
stench  and  expense  than  the  present  use  of  tubs.  The  apartment 
for  dysentery  patients  should  be  made  in  the  wing  on  the  side  of 
the  Company’s  gardens,  and  extend  as  far  as  the  5th  pillar. 
This  would  accommodate  40  or  50  persons  and  not  inconvenience 
the  central  apartment,  as  you  will  see  from  the  plan  which  the 
lieutenant  has  undertaken  to  put  on  paper.” 

Report  adopted. — It  was  moreover  decided  as  a useful  and 
orderly,  measure  to  build  to  one  of  the  wings  as  soon  as  possible,  a 
small  enclosed  apartment  for  locking  up  the  mad,  who  are  now  and 
then  found  in  the  Hospital,  and  with  whom  at  present  we  are 
embarrassed ; or  wanton  persons  during  the  night  or  dark  hours. 

The  Chief  Surgeon  is  also  ordered  to  write  his  recipes  no  longer 
on  cards  but  in  a book,  as  is  usual  in  India. 

According  to  the  instructions  of  1685  by  H.  A.  v.  Rheede  it 
Avas  decided  to  appoint  as  outside  directors  the  Secunde  d’Ableing 
and  Captain  U.  Bergh,  to  Avhom  the  Superintendent  shall  report 
every  evening  whatever  occurs  during  the  day.  The  Captain 
shall  do  the  same  every  morning  to  the  Governor.  The  Secunde 
shall  likewise  sign  all  orders  of  the  sick  when  they  enter  or  leave 
the  Hospital,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Captain. 

The  Governor-General  lays  before  the  Council  a memorandum 
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drawn  up  by  himself  regarding  the  export  of  corn  and  wine. — The 
members  to  give  their  opinion  in  writing. 

The  members  were  likewise  requested  by  him  to  give  their 
opinion  in  writing  on  the  instructions  of  Commissioner  H.  A.  v. 
Rheede  and  R.  v.  Coens,  according  to  the  altered  state  of  the 
colony  at  present. 

His  Honour  also  says  that  the  secretary  has  informed  him  that 
the  writing  desk  of  A.  Tas,  which  had  been  seized,  was  still  at  the 
secretariat.  He  suggested  that  two  commissioners  should  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  papers  it  contained,  to  leave  the  private 
-or  domestic  ones  in  it,  and  burn  those  of  a malicious  nature  or 
send  them  home  with  him  for  the  Directors.  As  Commissioners 
were  appointed  the  Hon.  A.  v.  Ryn  and  Mr.  Cevert  Knoll,  vice 
and  Rear  Admirals  of  the  fleet,  who  are  to  report  later  on. 

The  astronomer,  Pieter  Colbe,  who  arrived  hei-e  in  the  “ Unie  ” 
from  Holland  in  1705,  for  some  time  now  having  done  nothing  (heeft 
ledig  geloopen),  and  not  prosecuted  his  astronomical  observations 
or  done  any  burgher  service,  is  to  be  asked  whether  he  is  iuclined 
to  remain  here  longer,  in  which  case  he  will  henceforth  be  looked 
upon  as  a burgher,  subject  to  burgher  duty  and  taxes,  or  be  sent 
back  to  Holland. 

The  burgher  F.  Appel  is  inclined  to  build  a small  house  and 
afford  some  accommodation  at  the  warm  baths,  situated  about  14 
hours  beyond  the  Hottentots  Holland  mountains,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  visit  the  place  for  their  health,  and  who  would 
pay  for  their  board,  &c.  He  is  to  give  further  particulars  in  order 
to  enable  the  Council  to  decide. 

As  hitherto  no  proper  standard  has  been  established  for  the 
baking  of  bread,  and  defining  the  weight  among  the  licensed 
bakers,  and  likewise  the  stamping  of  measures  and  weights  has 
fallen  into  disuse,  it  was  found  expedient,  in  order  to  prevent 
abuse  and  fraud,  to  have  a fixed  standard  and  order  for  bread  and 
its  weight,  and  that,  as  was  customary  in  former  years,  a certain 
day  be  appointed  annually  for  stamping  measures  and  weights  in 
presence  of  the  Fiscal  and  Commissioners. 

Memorandum  of  Mr.  Secunde  d' Ablemg . — “The  duty  of  all  the 
officials  of  the  Company  is  to  endeavour  to  add  to  its  profits.  As  in 
India,  so  here,  hitherto  these  profits  are  principally  to  result  from 
the  sale  of  imports,  a matter  the  most  closely  connected  with  the 
administration.  He,  as  administrator,  therefore,  as  one  of  these 
days  the  price  of  wheat,  rye,  beans,  and  peas  is  to  be  considered 
according  to  the  despatch  of  the  Directors  dated  24th  July  last 
year,  submits  for  consideration  three  points,  in  order  to  find  out 
whether  by  their  means  a greater  sale  of  goods  might  not  be 
effected,  and  tbe  heavy  expenses  of  this  Government  lightened, 
although  during  the  last  three  years  those  expenses  have  beeu 
considerably  diminished.  This  was  a matter  of  deep  moment  to 
the  Directors. 
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1st.  To  advance  to  the  farmers,  according  to  their  circumstances,, 
tobacco,  pilot  cloth,  blue  and  other  cloth,  farming  implements,  &c.,. 
to  be  paid  for  with  beans,  peas,  and  wine,  on  condition,  however,, 
that  such  buyers  be  preferred  to  others  for  supplies,  as  was  done 
by  way  of  trial  last  year  with  tobacco,  which  was  distributed  to 
some  in  a quantity  of  2,100  lbs. 

2nd.  That  the  wheat  supplied  be  paid  for  with  § cash  and 
3 merchandize,  the  latter  being  under  any  circumstances  required 
by  them  for  clothing  for  themselves,  their  children,  and  slaves,, 
which  they  would  otherwise  buy  from  private  parties.  About 
50,000  lbs.  tobacco  are  annually  consumed  in  the  Colony  for 
servants,  slaves,  and  Hottentots.  This  is  generally  bought  from 
private  individuals.  In  1707-8  the  Company  only  sold  2,935  lbs.,, 
and  last  year — 1708-9 — because  the  outward-bound  ships  arrived 
later, — io  two  months’  time  the  Company  sold  3,146  lbs.,  and  in 
12  months,  11,721  lbs.  ; clear  evidence  of  the  profit  derivable  from 
this  source,  especially  when  tobacco  is  agaiu  fixed  at  3 Rd.  per 
lb.  as  before. 

3rd.  All  wheat  and  grain,  when  the  stores  are  enlarged,  should 
be  bought  by  the  Company,  and  resold  at  an  advance  of  one 
guilder.  This  would  to  some  extent  meet  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  annual  writing  off.  This  would  especially  refer  to  the  bakers 
who  are  accustomed  to  advance  goods  on  credit,  and  who  are 
repaid  with  corn,  and  certainly  not  without  profit,  besides  the 
gain  on  bread,  &c.,  which  they  bake  as  big  and  small  as  they 
like  This  profit  on  the  goods  the  Company  might  also  draw.” 
(Signed)  J.  d’Ableing,  3rd  Februiry,  1710. 

The  first  point  adopted,  on  condition  that  the  supply  be  not  so 
liberal  that  the  Company  may  suffer  loss  thereby. 

Regarding  the  second  point,  the  wheat,  connected  as  it  is  with 
what  the  Directors  wrote  on  the  24th  July,  1709, — leaving  the 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Council, — as  not  a single  member 
had  considered  the  subject  until  the  present  moment,  it  was 
decided  to  postpone  it. 

The  chief  surgeon,  Barend  Warnink,  who  arrived  here  in  the 
“ Overryp  ” last  year  from  Batavia,  whose  pay  had  ceased  for 
some  time  at  his  own  request,  again  taken  into  service  at  f36,  and 
permitted  to  proceed  to  Batavia  with  his  wife. 

The  burgher  Paulus  Selyns,  wife  and  five  children  allowed  to 
proceed  to  Batavia  gratis,  as  they  are  so  poor. 

Regarding  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  wheat  as  suggested  in 
the  despatch  of  the  Directors  of  the  24th  July,  1709,  and  left  to 
the  decision  of  the  Council,  it  was  decided  as  yet,  to  receive  the 
wheat  at  f8  10  light  money  per  muid,  and  to  consider  the  matter 
again  during  the  next  harvest,  as  the  proportion  may  be  large  or 
small.  For  the  next  season  the  price  of  beans  is  to  be  fixed  at 
Rds.  6|  per  muid,  on  condition  that  the  Company  shall  take 
no  more  than  is  actually  required  for  the  year. 


219 


Besides  the  200  lasts  of  wheat  asked  for,  100  more  sh  ill  be  sent 
to  Batavia,  as  the  harvest  was  larger  than  expected.  It  has  been 
found  that  under  any  circumstances  private  parties  send  corn  to- 
Batavia  by  the  Company’s  ships,  because  the  growers  can  find  no 
market  for  it. 

February  19. — Meeting  of  Council.  Hon.  J.  van  Hoorn 
presides. 

The  president  submits  that  it  would  be  advisable  not  to  send 
any  letters  by  the  Danish  ship  “ Frederieus  Quartus,”  especially 
because  the  Committee  of  Directors  for  Secret  Affairs  had  on  the 
19th  September  written  from  the  Hague  to  the  Admiral  of  this 
fleet  that  no  letters  shall  be  sent  from  the  Cape  unless  with  security. 
Moreover,  last  January  a strange  vessel  was  hovering  around  the 
coast,  presumed,  to  be  a pirate,  as  it  took  out  of  the  Danish 
ship  “ Prius  Willem,”  also  lying  in  Table  Bay,  all  the  letters 
written  by  English  to  Dutch  merchants  at  Amsterdam,  after 
having  demanded  from  the  Danish  captain  his  pass  and  every 
other  document,  which  were,  however,  again  restored  to  him. 
It  might  also  be  a Frenchman,  if  the  former  rumours  regarding 
the  equipment  of  some  at  St  Malo  for  India  be  true,  and  if  the 
arrival  of  four  at  Mauritius  in  November  last  be  borne  in  mind. 
Moreover,  the  “Frederieus  Quartus  ” brought  news  from  Coro- 
mandel that  two  French  ships  had  in  1708  captured  near  the 
Abrolhos  the  Company’s  ship  “ Overwinnaar,”  with  which  they 
had  been  in  Mocha  la&t  year,  so  that  the  vessel  mentioned — also 
seen  by  the  “ Zuiderdorp  ” two  days  after  its  encounter  with 
the  Dane — may  possibly  still  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
promontory.  Finally  it  appeared  rather  strange  to  us  all 
that  the  English  Governor  of  Madras,  Mr.  Thomas  Pith,  went 
over  from  the  English  ship  “ Heatheoto  ” into  the  “ Frederieus 
Quartus,”  in  order  to  go  home  in  the  latter,  the  more  so,  as 
the  day  after  his  arrival,  he  landed,  and  shortly  afterwards 
returned  on  board  without  landing  again. 

It  was  therefore  decided  not  to  write  by  the  Dane,  but  to 
keep  the  letter  for  another  opportunity.  (Signed)  Joan  van 
Hoorn,  A.  van  Rliyn,  L.  van  Assenburgh,  Grt.  Cnoll,  Joan 
Cornelis  d’Ableiug. 

February  22. — Governor-General  van  Hoorn  and  company 
again  visit  Constantia,  Governor  L.  van  Assenburgh  returning 
in  the  evening  to  the  Castle. 

February  24. — Governor  van  Hoorn  and  party  return  this 
evening  from  Constantia. 

February  25. — Some  Hottentot  captains  from  the  interior 
visit  Governor-General  van  Hoorn,  bringing  as  presents  some 
cattle.  In  return  they  receive  the  following  gifts  : — 

Captain  Bagu,  for  seven  oxen,  4 lbs.  tobacco,  500  Amsterdam 
large  copper  beads,  2,00(>  medium  size,  3,000  small,  7 lbs.  glass 
ditto,  arrack,  rice,  &c. 
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Captain  Kranko,  for  eight  oxen,  16  lbs.  tobacco,  the  same 
quantity  of  brass  beads,  S lbs.  glass  ditto,  arrack,  and  rice. 

Captain  Claas,  for  six  oxen,  12  lbs.  tobacco,  the  same  quantity 
of  large  and  medium-sized  beads,  1,000  small  d°-,  6 lbs.  glass 
ditto,  arrack  and  rice. 

Baas  Pieter,  for  three  oxen,  6 lbs.  tobacco,  the  same  quantity  of 
large  and  medium-sized  beads,  2,000  small  ditto,  3 lbs.  glass  d0-, 
arrack  and  rice. 

February  26. — Meeting  of  Council.  J.  van  Hoorn  presides. 

A soldier,  Barencl  de  Bonte  of  Utrecht,  belonging  to  the  ship 
“ He  Brug,”  having  the  night  before  last  committed  some  inso- 
lence, whilst  intoxicated,  against  the  sergeantof  the  Governor’s  Care- 
takers within  the  Castle,  even  under  the  windows  of  his  Honour’s 
house,  it  was  decided  not  to  hand  him  over  to  the  judicial 
authorities,  but  to  censure  him  politically,  and  as  follows : — First, 
he  shall  be  made  to  sit  for  three  days  in  the  Castle  on  the  wooden 
horse,  after  that  he  shall  be  well  whipped  by  the  garrison,  and  sent 
to  Robben  Island  to  serve  as  convict  for  a year,  but  not  in  chains. 
(Signed  by)  J.  van  Hoorn,  A.  van  Rhyn,  L.  van  Assenburgh, 
Govert  Knoll,  J.  C.  d‘Ableing. 

Further  extraordinary  Session  on  the  same  day. — A sergeant  of 
the  “ Amazone  ” complains  of  bad  treatment  received  from  the 
skipper.  He  is  allowed  to  exohange  into  the  “ Abbekerk.” 

Report  of  the  Hon.  van  Rhyn  and  Govert  Knoll  concerning 
the  papers  found  in  the  desk  of  A.  Tas.  Decided  to  destroy  and 
tear  up  all  the  malicious  writings  (which  was  at  once  done),  and 
return  all  the  other  papers  and  things  to  the  said  Tas. 

Request  of  the  Burgher  Councillor  H.  Husing  that  a sum 
of  f393  with  interest,  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretaries 
and  Yendu  Masters  W.  Helot  and  Abraham  Poulle,  now  five 
years — the  proceeds  of  the  putting  up  to  auction  and  declar- 
ing not  sold  of  a certain  house  and  plot  of  petitioner — might  be 
refunded  to  him.  Helot,  in  explanation,  stated  that  they  had 
never  been  able  to  come  to  terms  with  each  other,  as  Husing 
refused  to  pay  the  fees  paid  by  others,  and  that  therefore  the  amount 
had  been  left  in  their  hands  unappropriated.  Some  time  ago,  how- 
ever, a large  portion  had  been  stolen  from  the  cupboard  in  the 
Secretary’s  office,  in  which  it  had  been  deposited.  It  was  decided 
to  give  the  money  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  i.e.,  what  was  still  left, 
and  to  make  the  secretaries  swear  that  the  other  portion  had 
really  been  stolen,  i.e.,  f231'10  light  money.  This  oase  to  be  no 
precedent,  whilst  henceforth  the  resolution  of  27th  November, 
1708,  shall  be  carried  out  as  regards  the  offer  and  non-sale  of 
landed  property. 

It  was  likewise  resolved  that  only  the  Secretary  of  Policy  shall 
.have  exclusive  auction  rights,  and  alone  draw  the  fees  fixed.  He 
shall  likewise  be  personally  responsible  for  the  vendu  sums, 
this  having  always  been  a perquisite  for  political  secretaries. 
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Petition  of  the  Burgher  Council. — “That  contrary  to  former 
custom  the  tithes  were  demanded  from  the  freemen  for  bread  and 
seed  corn  as  well.  ’Tis  true  that  formerly  the  farmers  paid  tithes 
according  to  their  returns,  which  they  made  by  guess,  and  in  a 
liberal  spirit,  but  they  never  included  bread  or  seed  corn,  only 
mentioning  what  they  intended  to  sell  to  the  Company  or  others. 
Last  year,  however,  they  were  ordered  to  make  returns  of  all  their 
crops,  with  the  promise  that  no  tithes  would  be  taken  for  their 
bread  and  seed  corn.  Consequently  they  declared  exactly  what 
they  had  gathered,  and  some  even  gave  a higher  figure  than  the 
reality,  as  they  had  to  go  by  guess.  Under  such  circumstances 
it  would  fall  too  heavily  on  the  farmers  and  a number  of  poor 
people,  who  would  be  totally  ruined  if  tithes  were  taken  of  the 
full  quantity  of  crops ; the  more  so,  as  they  have  to  clean  the 
tithes  for  the  Company,  and  bring  everything  to  the  Castle  in  their 
own  wagons.  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  the  farmers  may  be 
relieved  of  the  tithes  on  bread  and  seed  grain.”  (Signed  by)  H. 
Husing,  A.  Diemer,  H.  Boumau.  26tli  February,  1710. 

Resolved  accordingly,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Directors. 
Also  that  annually  henceforth  the  returns  shall  be  collected  by 
two  Commissioners  from  the  Council  of  Justice,  instead  of  two 
clerks,  that  the  work  may  assume  a more  important  aspect.  The 
farmers  likewise  to  declare  on  oath  the  quantity  of  grain  required 
by  them  for  bread  and  seed. 

Request  of  Rev.  Henrieus  Bek  of  Stellenbosch.  “ That  being 
here  eight  years  already,  he  might  also  be  allowed  the  usual 
emoluments  enjoyed  by  the  Cape  minister  monthly,  and  repayment 
of  sums  disbursed  by  him  4^  years  for  fuel  every  month.  A 
resolution  of  9th  November,  1706,  had  provisionally  allowed  him 
this.  Resolved  to  allow  him  and  the  minister  of  Drakenstein,  when 
there  shall  be  one,  such  monthly  emoluments  as  are  enjoyed  by 
the  Cape  minister,  but  not  to  allow  the  repayment  of  the  sums 
advanced  for  fuel.  He  shall,  however,  receive  an  amount  equiva- 
lent to  what  he  required  for  fuel  during  the  past  five  months,  and  in 
money  at  Rds.  3 per  two  loads.  This  to  be  continued,  it  being 
inconvenient  to  send  fuel  to  Stellenbosch  from  the  Cape.” 

Governor-Genoral  J.  v.  Hoorn  wishes  the  following  to  be 
incorporated  in  these  minutes. 

Resolution  (extract)  20th  February,  1710. 

“ At  the  urgent  request  of  various  persons  and  convicts  banished 
hither  from  Batavia  for  long  and  short  terms,  it  was  considered 
that  since  olden  times  it  was  customary  in  India  and  Batavia 
when  a new  Governor-General  was  appointed,  to  pardon  various 
prisoners.  That  that  privilege  should  also  be  maintained  with  the 
arrivalhere  of  a Governor-General  of  India,  after  a service  of  about 29 
or  30  years ; and  therefore  the  Governor- General  v.  Hoorn,  relying 
upon  the  approbation  of  the  Directors  and  the  India  Council, 
and  after  having  obtained  exact  information  regarding  the  con- 
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dition  and  conduct  of  the  convicts  here,  having  communicated  with 
and  obtained  the  approval  of  the  ordinary  Councillor  Adam 
v.  Rhyn,  Vice-Admiral  and  Commander  Covert  Knoll,  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  and  also  of  Jacob  Hey  mans,  chief  merchant 
and  ex-“  Sabandaar,”  and  Superintendent  of  the  natives  at  Batavia, 
and  also  after  having  obtained  the  opinion  of  (Governor  L.  v.  Assen- 
hurgh,  decided  to  grant  a free  pardon  to  the  following,  and  allow 
them  to  proceed  to  Batavia,  viz  : — 

Radja  Tambora  sent  hither  in  1698,  because  of  his  great  age, 
and  the  good  testimony  of  the  Covernor  and  Council,  with  his 
wife. 

Daiu  Hiarsali,  of  Macassar,  and  three  of  her  Cape  children. 

Deman  Pamoenagara,  of  Macassar,  of  Jambi,  sent  from  Batavia 
to  the  Cape  about  22  years  ago,  because  he  had  by  order  of  the 
Jambian  Sultan  Ingalaga,  who  died  in  arrest,  discharged  a gun  at 
the  Pangeran  de  Palty,  or  present  Koey  Ciddee,  a matter  per- 
sonally well  known  to  the  Hon.  Covert  Knoll. 

Zoetabagus  of  Tagal,  banished  hither  about  30  years  ago, 
according  to  his  own  confession  for  buffalo  stealing  at  Batavia. 

Mantaraga,  a Javanese  from  Tagal,  sent  hither  for  life  in  1701. 
Says  that  he  had  lived  at  Sampoehepoety,  and  that  he  had  been 
punished  on  suspicion  of  buffalo  theft,  and  the  harbouring  of  other 
malefactors. 

Reba,  of  Macassar,  former  servant  of  Dain  Mangale,  and  with 
him  his  master,  and  also  Carra  Roepa  and  Dain  Mansanpa.  He 
had  been  sent  here  some  ....  years  ago,  and  since  bought  his 
freedom  for  60  Rds.  He  lives  on  the  land  of  the  ex-Covernor 
Simon  van  der  Stel  with  his  wife  and  five  children. 

Maria,  of  Macassar,  old  and  blind,  former  slave  of  the  brother  of 
the  merchant  Willem  van  Loveren,  and  sent  hither  22  years  ago, 
on  suspicion  of  having  bewitched  her  master  (betooverd).  She  is 
at  present  living  here  as  a free  citizen.  Being  poor  and  blind 
she  wishes  to  return  to  her  people  to  find  her  food  and  her  end 
among  them. 

The  following  Chinamen  were  examined  by  the  Hon.  Heyrmans 
and  the  ex-Administator  of  Estates,  Dr.  Thebitia,  and  found  to 
have  committed  the  least  crimes  : — 

Couwhonko,  who  arrived  here  in  1710,  banished  as  a convict  for 
2 years,  but  employed  like  all  the  rest  as  slave  of  the  Company, 
and  used  as  basket  maker. 

Lautianko,  who  came  here  in  1704  ; no  sentence  against  him  can 
be  found ; and  he  has  always  been  employed  as  mason. 

Thanpianko,  who  oame  in  1702;  no  verdict  against  him  can  be 
found ; be  has  been  employed  as  fisherman  by  the  Covernor. 

Linjanko,  banished  hither  for  life,  but  not  in  chains,  and 
employed  as  mason.”  (Signed)  in  the  Castle,  J.  van  Hoorn, 
A.  van  Rhyn,  Covert  Knoll  and  J.  Heyrmans. 

A Commission  appointed  to  examine  some  damaged  cables. 
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(Signed  by)  J.  van  Hoorn,  L.  van  Assenburgh,  J.  C d’Ableing, 
J.  Blesius,  A.  J.  v.  d.  Laan.  K.  J.  Slotsboo,  J.  0.  Cruse,  W.  van 
Putten,  W.  Helot. 

February  27. — Meeting  of  Court  of  Justice.  A sailor  condemned 
for  wounding  another. 

February  28. — Meeting  of  Council.  Decided  at  the  suggestion 
of  Van  Hoorn  on  information  of  the  Governor  to  keep  here  for  a 
year  longer  W.  van  Putten,  junior  merchant  and  storekeeper,  who 
had  on  the  16th  J uly,  1709,  by  resolution,  been  allowed  to  leave  six 
months  later  for  Batavia ; should  he  after  that  still  be  inclined  to 
go,  he  will  have  the  liberty  to  do  so. 

Permission  granted  to  the  Christian  Chinaman  and  burgher 
here,  Abraham  de  Vyf,  to  leave  for  Batavia  with  wife  and  children, 
in  one  or  two  years’  time,  as  soon  as  he  has  wound  up  his  affairs. 

The  members  to  consider  and  afterwards  report  on  the  main- 
tenance necessary  for  the  slaves,  in  the  form  of  clothing,  food,  fuel, 
water,  &c.,  that  the  matter  may  be  arranged  satisfactorily. 

All  the  bad  powder  to  be  sent  to  Batavia,  and  good  stuff  drawn 
from  the  outward  bound  ships. 

The  sick  comforter,  Petrus  Tavenraath,  to  draw  the  usual  pay  of 
his  class,  i.e.,  f24  per  month. 

In  the  afternoon. — Petition  of  Abraham  Hartog,  burgher,  for  a 
piece  of  garden  ground  in  Table  Valley  facing  the  Lion,  and  allowed 
him  on  loan  for  his  lifetime  on  the  30th  January,  1707.  He  wished 
to  have  it  granted  to  him  as  his  own  property.  Also  four  morgen  of 
adjoining  ground.  As  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  burghers  and  of  a 
good  life,  and  lately  when  the  Company’s  forests  were  inspected, 
he  had  assisted  the  Commissioners  and  given  good  information 
— having  been  present  everywhere  ; and  as  further  the  grant  would 
not  prejudice  the  Company  or  any  citizen  in  the  neighbourhood, 
his  request  was  allowed.  A title  deed  shall  be  given  him  of  the 
whole,  with  this  servitude,  however,  that  should  the  Company 
require  any  clay  for  bricks  or  other  purposes,  he  shall  allow  it  to 
be  taken  and  cut. 

Abraham  Poulle,  secretary  of  the  Court  of  Justice  and  first  clerk 
at  the  secretariat,  with  the  rank  of  bookkeeper  at  f30,  requests,  as 
his  time  has  expired,  to  receive  the  rank  and  pay  of  junior  merchant. 
This  was  not  granted,  but  he  was  allowed  to  proceed  to  Batavia, 
the  Council  to  write  in  his  favour. 

His  office  being  now  vaoant,  Jan  Snip,  now  secretary  of  petty 
oases,  a man  of  good  conduct  and  ability,  is  appointed  to  fill  it. 

The  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  Samuel  Martini 
de  Meurs,  at  present  assistant  at  f24  per  month,  promoted  to 
Provisional  Ensign.  After  his  present  contract  time  has  expired, 
he  shall  request  the  Council  to  confirm  his  appointment  with  the 
usual  emoluments.  It  was  considered  that  he  was  very  vigilant 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  has  always  been  deemed  to  be 
a judicial  officer,  and  that  therefore  more  importance  should  be 
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attached  to  his  office  in  his  parish  and  among  the  agricultural 
farmers,  especially  to  add  to  the  lustre  of  justice.  Moreover  the 
office  was  at  present  of  quite  another  character  than  when  it  was 
created  in  1685,  by  Commissioner  Yan  Rheede. 

Fiscal  Blesius  submits  that  as  no  house  had  been  provided  for 
him,  he  had  been  living  nine  years  in  his  own  dwelling  and  had 
never  received  anything  for  rent  or  repairs,  and  that  the  Fiscals  in 
India  have  free  quarters.  Resolved  to  allow  him  the  same  house- 
rent  from  to-day  as  is  paid  to  the  India  Fiscals. 

The  Chief  Surgeon,  Justus  Jeringh  Beunraath,  having  now  for 
two  years  satisfactorily  discharged  his  duties,  is  to  receive  the  full . 
pay  of  his  rank,  i.e.,  f50,  and  after  Ins  present  contract  expires, 
then  160. 

The  Governor  lays  on  the  table  a list  of  convicts  banished  on 
Robben  Island,  and  who  pray  for  pardon.  Decided  to  leave  those 
alone  who  have  committed  the  heaviest  crimes,  and  to  pardon : — 

Cornelis  Carelsz  of  Weesp,  soldier,  banished  thither  for  10  years 
on  the  9th  November,  1706. 

Gerrit  Harmensz : Specht  of  Campen,  soldier,  banished  for  18 
months  on  the  17th  January,  1709. 

Jacob  Hendriksz,  of  the  Cape,  ex- burgher  of  Stellenbosch, 
banished  on  the  18th  July,  1709,  from  this  country  and  the  Com- 
pany’s precincts,  and  ordered  to  remain  on  Robben  Island  until  the 
departure  of  the  present  fleet.  Because  he  has  a wife  and  child, 
he  will  be  taken  into  service  as  soldier  at  f9,  and  with  his  family 
sent  to  Ceylon. 

Regarding  Lieutenant  Kaje  Jesse  Slotsboo,  he  had  performed 
extraordinary  services,  as  superintendent  of  the  Company’s  works 
and  brick-kilns,  carpenters’,  masons’  work,  fortifications,  and  as  Sur- 
veyor. He  had  had  the  administration  of  the  European  and  Indian 
timber,  the  building  stone  and  flags,  hard  bricks  and  lime.  At  his' 
request  his  pay  was  increased  from  foO  to  f60,  and  it  was  considered 
best  to  relieve  him  of  the  superintendence  of  the  Company’s  slaves,, 
and  the  office  of  gravedigger,  which  he  had  also  held  for  some  years. 

March  2. — Sunday.  Service  in  the  morning  by  the  Rev. 

Marins. 

March  4. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  English  ship  “ Heathcote,” 
according  to  the  instructions  and  request  of  the  English  Board  of 
Directors  (which  instructions  are  here  given)  allowed  to  proceed 
home  with  the  fleet.  It  was  further  decided  to  allow  the  same 
privilege  to  all  the  other  English  Indiamen  which  might  still  arrive 
in  time.  They  are  the  “ Tavistock  ” from  Surat,  the  “ Rent  ” 
from  Madras,  the  “ Sommers  ” from  Bengal,  the  “ Heron,” 

“ Recovery,”  “ Blifs,”  and  “ Carleton  ” from  Bengal. 

Some  beer  and  sack  taken  from  the  “ Abbekerk  ” for  the  fleet, 
also  four  heavy  cables  for  the  Ceylon  fleet  expected. 

March  7. — The  Hottentot  Captains,  Christoft'el  and  Courasie, 
bring  a present  of  11  young  oxen  to  His  Honour,  and  are  presented 
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with  22  lbs.  tobacco;  1,000  large,  2,000  medium  size  and  4,000 
small  beads;  11  lbs.  glass  beads  ; 14  cans  arrack  and  20  lbs.  rice; 
with  which  they  left  well  satisfied. 

March  8. — Saturday.  This  morning  Mr.  van  Hoorn,  lady 

and  daughter,  Mr.  van  Rhyn,  and  Governor  L.  van  Assenburgh, 
also  Mr.  d’Ableing  and  wife,  with  some  others  of  the  fleet,  took  a 
drive  to  Bosheuvel,  the  farm  laid  out  by  the  Hon.  J.  van  Riebeek 
in  1660.  The  day  was  beautiful,  and  this  tempted  His  Honour  to 
visit  other  gardens  also  on  the  way.  After  enjoying  themselves 
thoroughly  they  returned  to  the  Castle  in  the  evening. 

March  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  Mrs.  Maria  Engebregt,  widow 
of  the  late  Rev.  Hercules  van  Loon  appointed  gravedigger  vice  K. 
J.  Slotsboo  (see  Feb.  28). 

The  Governor-General  produces  a list  of  collections  or  free  gifts 
to  the  Cape  Reformed  Church  and  the  poor,  including  those  of 
Stellenbosch  and  Draken stein — made  and  collected  by  himself  and 
the  officers  of  the  fleet,  in  order  to  be  registered  at  the  secretariat, 
whilst  the  amount  itself  was  to  be  paid  into  the  Company’s 
treasury,  but  kept  separate  on  the  books  until  it  has  been  decided 
how  it  is  to  be  applied  according  to  the  advice  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  who  are  the  head  of  the  burghers,  by  the  Directors.  The 
request  was  added,  that  in  course  of  time  the  Governor  and  Council 
might  also  help  to  contribute  their  shares,  which  they  under- 
took to  do.  The  same  will  be  expected  from  those  of  the  passing 
vessels,  and  from  the  officials  and  burghers  of  this  place  as  a 
charity  and  work  of  God  for  the  further  building  up  and  the 
prosperity,  under  God’s  blessing,  of  the  Colony  thus  far  extended 
(developed). 

Jan  Snip,  appointed  Secretary  of  Justice  on  the  28th  February, 
being  inclined  to  go,  is  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Governor- 
General,  and  the  return  fleet,  the  present  secretary  being  ill  and 
unfit  for  work. 

Report  and  Request  of  the  Burgher  Councillors. — “ That  as 
ordered,  they  had  called  together  the  chief  of  the  burghers  and 
communicated  to  them  the  pi’oposal  of  His  Honour,  namely, 
whether  it  would  be  better  that  the  plain  before  the  fort  right 
across  from  the  house  of  Fiscal  Blesius  to  the  house  of  the 
burgher  David  Heufke,  should  be  built  on  or  not ; and  further  if, 
by  God’s  blessing,  the  Cape  is  to  be  enlarged,  what  would  be  the 
best  place  for  building — to  the  side  of  the  watering  place  or  along 
the  Company’s  garden  ? All  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that, 
with  your  pleasure,  the  plain  should  remain  in  its  present  state, 
and  that  consequently  there  was  no  better  place  on  which  to  build 
a new-watch  house,  and  in  course  of  time  a town-house,  than  the 
spot  on  which  at  present  the  old  watch-house  stands,  and  the 
adjoining  erven.  And  if,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  Cape  is  to 
be  en'arged  in  course  of  time,  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  build 
along  the  Company’s  garden  than  towards  the  watering  place, 
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because  water  is  to  be  bad  at  the  said  garden  should  unfortunately 
a fire  occur ; and  also  for  the  convenience  of  the  people ; whilst 
towards  the  sea  side  it  would  only  be  obtainable  with  great  difficulty. 
They  also  pray  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  grant  to  the  burghers 
a title  deed  of  those  erven  on  which  at  present  the  watch-house 
stands,  as  broad  and  long  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  point  out 
on  the  diagram.”  (Signed  by)  Henning  Husing,  Ab.  Diemer,  H. 
Bouman,  aud  H.  Donker,  Feb.  28,  1710, 

Decided  to  leave  the  plain  as  it  is  at  pi'esent,  and  not  have  any 
houses  built  on  it  in  course  of  time.  But  should  it  be  necessary 
afterwards  to  enlarge  the  Cape  with  more  houses,  then  the  best 
plan  would  be  to  build  along  the  Company’s  garden  and  not  to 
the  side  of  the  watering  place  or  the  foot  of  the  Lion,  for  the 
reasons  above  mentioned.  Also  that  the  place  on  which  the 
burgher  watch-house  now  stands,  which  erf  had  been  granted  on 
the  12th  March,  1699,.  by  the  Councillor  Extraordinary  of  India, 
(and  at  that  time  Commissioner)  Daniel  Heyns,  to  the  former 
Secunde,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Elsevier,  in  freehold,  shall  bo  kept  for  a 
new  watch-house,  and  in  course  of  time  for  a town-house  likewise. 
This  shall  be  a permanent  order.  Moreover,  there  shall  be  added 
to  it  the  two  adjoining  erven  given  out  as  above  to  the  late  Coun- 
cillor Extraordinary  and  Governor  Willem  A.  van  der  Stel  and 
his  brother  Frans.  The  whole  shall  be  used  for  the  public  service 
or  the  Lord  of  the  land,  and  cut  off  as  far  as  the  back  wall  of  the 
Fiscal’s  house  and  the  adjoining  houses  extend,  for  a street,  32  feet 
broad,  running  through  it  and  going  up  towards  the  market.  What 
remains  over  of  the  erven  shall  remain  the  property  of  those  to  whom 
they  have  been  granted,  and  be  paid  out  of  the  burgher  chest  after  a 
proper  valuation  of  the  same  has  been  made  proportionate  to  that  of 
the  erven  to  the  north-west  side  and  situated  opposite,  sold  some  years 
ago  on  account  of  the  children  of  the  late  burgher  Adrian  van 
Brakel,  by  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder.  To  carry  out  this, 
orders  have  been  given  to  Lieut.  Slotsboo,  who  shall  report  at  the 
next  meeting.” 

The  appointment  and  promotion  on  the  “ Amazone  ” approved  of. 

It  was  likewise  resolved  to  grant  in  freehold  to  the  burgher  and 
agriculturist,  Ferdinandus  Appel,  at  his  request,  made  on  the  17th 
February  last,  and  later  again,  a piece  of  12  morgen  of  ground 
beyond  the  Hottentots  Holland  Mountains  at  or  uear  the  warm 
bath  there,  in  order  to  build  a small  house  there  for  the  con- 
venience of  those  wishing  to  go  thither.  It  is  supposed  that  this 
will  produce  very  useful  results  in  course  of  time  for  the  public. 
He  shall,  however,  not  be  allowed  to  barter  anything  from  the 
Hottentots,  except  with  the  permission  of  the  Governor. 

The  Governor-General  produces  his  report  on  the  ideas  pro- 
pounded by  the  Rev.  Joh.  Marens,  and  likewise  the  answers  of  the 
Rev.  d’Ailly,  incumbent  here. 
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Report  of  Marens  and  Van  Hoorn’s  Marginals. 

1.  The  Church  Couucil  should  be  held  once  a week  or  fortnight, 
because  necessary  not  only  to  regulate  Church  matters,  but  also  to 
hear  requests  and  complaints,  after  previous  ringing  of  the  bell. 

This  to  be  carried  out  henceforth. 

2.  Proper  minutes  of  all  proceedings  to  be  written  in  a resolution 
book,  which  are  to  be  “ resumed  ” and  signed  at  the  next  meeting. 
This  agrees  with  the  practice  of  all  churches,  and  those  of  Batavia, 
and  is  highly  necessary  in  order  to  have  at  all  times  a knowledge 
of  what  has  occurred,  and  precedents  to  go  by,  when  required. 

This  also  to  be  carried  out. 

3.  The  accounts  of  the  Deacons  in  Batavia  and  in  Holland  are 
beforehand  published,  and  at  Batavia  an  abstract  is  given  not  only 
to  the  Pligh  Government  but  also  to  the  Church  Council,  by  which 
the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  poor  fund  is  minuted. 

This  is  useful  and  must  be  carried  out. 

4.  A Churchwarden  (Kerkmeester)  whether  Political  Com- 
missioner or  some  one  else,  is  necessary,  and  should  have  a deputy 
who  has  to  take  care  of  the  ornaments  (Church  furniture),  &c.,  and 
keep  them  in  his  charge,  and  who  is  bound  to  report  all  repairs  and 
the  cleaning  of  the  Church. 

The  Churchwarden  here  at  present  is  considered  to  be  the 
Political  Commissioner.  At  the  proper  time  the  Governor 
and  Commissioner  shall  also  appoint  a burgher  to  act  with 
him,  who  shall  be  the  burgher  elder  elected  for  the  time 
being.  Both  shall  consult  and  act  with  each  other ; and 
under  the  supervision  of  the  first,  the  necessary  manage- 
ment of  all  church  needs  and  graves,  &c.,  shall  take  place, 
but  everything,  however,  under  the  higher  authority  of 
the  Governor. 

5.  It  is  the  usual  practice  in  Holland  for  the  Church  Counoil  to 
meet  in  the  church,  though  there  be  no  consiskuy,  and  not  in  the 
minister’s  house.  This  at  any  rate  has  been  the  custom  in  two 
important  villages  in  which  I resided. 

The  Church  Council  henceforth  to  be  held  in  the  church. 

6.  The  churches  of  the  Cape,  being  three  in  number’,  are 
under  one  government  and  administration.  It  is  therefore  fair 
that  they  should  hold  correspondence,  and  as  matters  of  importance 
may  occur  in  one  or  other  parish,  whioh  may  greatly  embarrass 
a minister,  it  will  be  necessary  that  in  the  manner  of  a classis, 
some  meetings  of  all  the  three  shall  annually  take  place  in  this  church 
as  (that  of)  the  Capital.  The  members  may  consist  of  the  whole 
Church  Council  here  and  the  two  country  churches,  after  the 
manner  of  all  the  classes  in  Holland  and  be  represented  by  the 

a 2 


228 


minister  and  one  elder.  The  time  for  that  purpose  may  be  8 or 
14  days  before  each  communion,  especially  to  settle  all  cases  of 
dispute,  and  if  possible  four  times  annually,  according  to  the 
custom  of  most  of  the  home  churches. 

This  is  apparently  also  a useful  and  edifying  work  for  the 
general  Cape  churches,  but  as  the  Cape  minister  (Rev. 
d’ Ailljr)  thinks  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  intentions 
of  the  Rev.  brethren  in  the  Fatherland,  it  will  be  left 
to  the  decision  of  the  Directors,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
present  state  of  affairs  remains,  namely,  the  Cape, 
Stellenbosch,  and  Drakenstein  each  by  itself. 

7.  Church  regulations  are  as  necessary  as  the  Church  itself,  and 
therefore  those  of  Batavia  may  be  the  most  suitable  until  further 
orders. 

On  this  point  also  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  ask  the 
instructions  of  the  Directors,  viz.,  whether  Church  affairs 
at  the  Cape  shall  be  treated  according  to  the  home  or 
Batavia  regulations,  as  it  will  necessarily  tend  to  the 
benefit  and  peace  of  the  Cape  Church. 

8.  It  is  most  proper  that  the  Catechism  questions  should  on 
Sunday  afternoons  be  answered  by  a European  child  singly,  before 
the  pulpit.  The  children  to  take  turns.  The  others,  Europeans 
and  slave  born,  may  be  asked  by  the  clerk  before  he  commences 
to  read,  as  at  Batavia. 

Henceforth  this  should  be  done  here  likewise  in  the  most 
becoming  and  edifying  manner. 

9.  It  is  right  that  the  children  be  baptized  in  those  churches 
under  which  their  parents  live,  in  order  to  promote  love,  and 
prevent  disorder  and  dissatisfaction ; unless  anyone  made  a 
different  choice  by  accident  or  for  reasons  why  it  should  be  allowed. 
But  then  the  consent  of  the  minister  to  whose  church  the 
parents  belong,  shall  beforehand  be  obtained. 

As  the  former  Cape  commotions  on  this  point  have  not  yet 
been  altogether  allayed,  and  which  time  will  clear  up 
for  the  best,  this  matter  is  left  on  the  old  footing,  to 
everyone’s  choice,  without  weakening  the  orderly  govern- 
ment of  the  churches  and  their  relation  toward  each 
other  on  this  point.  Whilst  as  with  No.  6,  the  further 
orders  of  the  Masters  shall  be  taken  for  a guide. 

10.  Every  church  shall  keep  a baptismal  register,  in  whioh  the 
names  of  the  child,  parents  and  witnesses  and  also  the  time  of 
baptism  shall  be  written — also  a book  of  members,  so  that  it  may 
be  seen  when  a person  joined  the  congregation  by  attestation  or 
confession. 

If  this  has  been  done  already,  it  is  to  be  continued,  otherwise 
it  is  to  be  introduced  in  the  most  edifying  manner. 
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11.  Schoolarchs  are  very  necessary  to  maintain  a good  order  of 
instruction  in  the  schools.  At  Batavia  there  are  3 selected  from  the 
Council  of  Justice,  a minister  and  an  elder. 

It  should  not  be  by  virtue  of  custom,  but  by  lawful  order  or 
instruction  that  the  secunde  and  minister  are  schoolarchs. 
They  are  henceforth  to  remain  so  with  a burgher  elder. 

12.  It  is  necessary,  there  being  as  yet  no  consistory,  that  the 
minutes,  baptism  and  members’  registers  with  all  other  church 
papers  shall  be  deposited  in  the  church  in  one  or  two  chests  and 
not  in  a private  house. 

Dated  19th  Feb.  1710 — (Signed)  Joh.  Marens. 

Resolved  as  above.  All  writing  likewise  to  take  place  in 
the  church,  nothing  to  be  allowed  to  lie  scattered  about. 


Opinion  of  the  Rev.  Joh.  Gtooefkidus  d’Ailly  on  the 

above. 

1.  “ It  was  found  on  my  arrival  in  1708  that  the  church  council 
had  hitherto  had  no  fixed  time  for  meeting — in  1705  and  1706  it 
had  altogether  met  five  times.  I therefore  at  once  felt  that  a 
meeting  should  be  held  at  least  once  a month  and  the  first  Monday 
of  the  month  was  fixed.  In  urgent  cases,  or  where  anyone  requested 
it,  an  extraordinary  meeting  was  held,  hut  it  would  not  be 
considered  unserviceable  to  ring  the  hell  before  the  meeting. 

2.  The  minuting  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Church  Council  has 
been  continued  to  date,  but  since  1705  the  custom  has  ceased  that 
all  the  members  signed  them.  This  is  very  necessary. 

3.  The  accounts  of  the  Deacons  are  audited  in  the  July  meetings, 
and  in  presence  of  the  Political  Commissioner — an  abstract  is  sent  up 
to  the  Political  Council  here,  but  not  to  the  Church  Council,  as  all 
the  accounts  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  latter. 

4.  As  the  church  here  has  been  built  from  the  money  of  the 
poor  fund,  the  deacons  here  are  also  church  masters  who  have  to 
keep  account  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  church.  No 
repairs  of  any  importance  occur  except  after  previous  resolution  of 
the  full  council. 

5.  As  the  meetings  were  always  held  before  my  arrival  in  the 
minister’s  house,  I did  not  find  it  expedient  to  make  any 
change  regarding  such  an  indifferent  matter,  fearing  by  doing  so 
to  estrange  the  people  still  more  from  each  other.  They  were 
sufficiently  estranged  already.  I believe,  however,  that  the  be'st 
thing  would  be  to  hold  the  meetings  in  the  church  or  the 
consistory. 

6.  It  would  by  no  means  be  expedient,  with  due  submission  to 
better  opinion,  to  introduce  annual  meetings  of  the  three  Capo 
churches,  before  a letter  on  the  subject  has  been  sent  to  the  Rev. 
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Classis  in  the  Fatherland ; as  I have  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Rev.  brethren  in  the  Fatherland. 
Moreover  it  is  to  he  feared  that  this  step  will  cause  further 
quarrelling  and  estrangement  here. 

7.  The  church  rules  can  he  sufficiently  read  in  the  “ acta  and 
postacta  ” of  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht.  In  special  cases  the  Rev. 
brethren  at  home  may  certainly  be  consulted. 

8.  It  is  good  that  the  Catechism  questions  shall  be  answered  by 
a European  child,  both  before  the  Minister  and  congregation,  if  it 
only  does  not  fall  into  disuse,  as  regards  the  clerk,  in  consequence 
of  the  carelessness  of  the  parents. 

9.  It  is  certainly  fair  that  the  children  be  baptized  in  those 
churches  to  which  their  parents  belong,  but  the  aversion  of  some 
(to  my  sorrow)  is  so  great,  that  they  prefer  to  leave  their  children 
unbaptized,  if  they  do  not  have  their  own  choice  in  the  matter. 
Personally,  I experienced  this  when  conducting  the  services  at 
Drakenstein,  as  during  the  two  days  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  13 
children  had  to  be  baptized,  among  which  there  were  some  as 
old  as  5 or  6 months. 

10.  All  this  has  always  been  observed  at  the  Cape  at  all  times. 

11.  The  scholarchs  here,  as  1 have  been  told,  are  ex-officio,  the 
secunde  and  the  minister.”  (Signed)  I.  G.  d’Ailly,  24th  Feb.,  1710. 

It  was  further  understood  that  henceforth  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  Cape  Church,  with  its  fees,  &c  , should  no  longer 
be  managed,  mixed  with,  and  administered  among  the  “means,”  and 
by  the  deacons,  but  only  by  the  ohurchwarden  (kerkmeester)  now 
appointed,  and  a burgher  elder  for  the  time  being. 

Report  received  regarding  the  bowsprit  of  the  “ Belvliet.” 

Secretary  Helot  reports  to  His  Honour  that  Rds.  549  were  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  H.  ten  Damme ; the  balance  of  some 
collections  received  some  years  ago  from  various  persons  for  the 
enlargement  and  repairs  of  the  ckui’ch  at  Stellenbosch.  It  was 
decided,  as  was  done  with  the  money  given  by  His  Honour  and  others 
(see  above),  to  enter  the  amount  on  the  Company’s  books  until  a 
plan  has  been  arranged  for  using  it  for  some  pious  work 
connected  with  the  church  and  the  poor. 

It  was  further  considered  that  the  two  vacant  house  erven  at  the 
beaoh,  between  the  wharf,  with  the  stores  adjoining,  and  the 
dwelling  place  of  the  burgher  councillor,  H.  Husing,  both  of 
whioh  belong  to  the  ex-Governors  S.  and  W.  v.  d.  Stel  according 
to  the  title  deeds  existing  regarding  them,  would  not  be 
unserviceable  for  the  Company  ; and  after  discussion  it  was  decided 
to  take  them  over  for  the  Company  at  a fair  valuation  hereafter  to 
be  made. 

The  burgher  Ambrosius  Sasse,  wife  and  family,  allowed  to 
proceed  home.  Passage  to  be  paid. 

Certain  ropes,  cables,  &c , written  off,  according  to  report  of  the 
wharf  master,  J.  Brummert. 
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March  11. — Meeting  of  Council.  Slotsboo  reports  on  the  three 
vacant  erven  adjoining  and  near  to  the  burgher  watch-house 
(mentioned  yesterday)  and  also  on  the  prices  Daid  for  the  erven  of 
A.  v.  Brakel  situated  opposite  and  sold  in  1699.  Decided  to  value 
the  three  first  named  and  buy  them  for  the  public  for  fl,000  light 
money  each. 

It  was  likewise  found  that  the  burghers  according  to  the  free 
books,  were  still  indebted  to  the  Company  to  the  amount  of 
f46,155,  12,3  running  debt,  whilst  the  bad  debts  within  the  line 
were  f8, 195,  0,5.  The  Council  decided  to  collect  them  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  in  order  in  future  to  prevent  such  gross 
carelessness  and  loss,  that  the  accountant  shall  on  the  31st  Aug. 
of  each  year  report  those  in  arrear  on  the  free  books,  that  the 
Council  may  examine  the  whole  and  decide  according  to 
circumstances  that  those  items  may  once  for  all  be  settled. 

1.  Reports  regarding  the  erection  of  a powder  mill  (see  30  Jan.) 
by  Lieut.  Slotsboo,  Joh.  Swellengrebel,  junior,  merchant,  J. 
Hartogh,  master  gardener,  and  J.  Yosloo,  late  master  wood  cutter. 
They  had  proceeded  to  the  watercourse  of  Table  Mountain  to  look 
for  a suitable  spot,  which  would  be  about  33  roods  below  the  water 
house,  in  a right  line  towards  the  corn  mills  where  without  trouble 
or  expense  the  water  might  be  brought  as  high  as  desired,  which 
having  passed  the  mill,  could  take  its  course  to  the  corn  mill,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  annexed  chart.  15th  Feb.  1710. 

2.  According  to  your  instructions  we  have  informed  ourselves 
more  fully  of  the  strength  and  quality  of  the  water  course 
mentioned  in  our  last.  The  water  at  present  is  brought  by  a 
wooden  pipe  lji't.  broad  to  the  corn  mill.  The  water  runs  three 
inches  deep  in  the  said  pipe  during  this  dry  season,  in  the  rainy 
season  it  is  three  or  four  times  as  deep,  and  more  than  the  gutter  can 
contain.  We  and  the  miller  therefore  believe  that  a wheel  of  20 
feet  required  by  a powder  mill,  either  with  pounders  or  stones,  and 
worked  by  the  3-inch  stream  in  summer  would  be  able  to  drive  the 
mill,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  annexed  figures  La-  A.  which  is  a mill 
with  pounders  and  La-  B.  one  with  stones,  &c.” 

The  place  approved  of.  The  mill  to  be  worked  with  stones  and 
not  pounders,  and  the  matter  to  be  referred  to  the  directors  for 
permission. 

The  want  of  fuel  and  timber  again  on  the  tapis.  The  members 
(see  above)  had  been  requested  to  give  their  opinion  in  writing. 
This  had  been  done,  and  as  Capt.  v.  d.  Laan  and  j unior  merchant  v. 
Putteu  stated  after  personal  inspection,  that  sufficient  fuel  could  still 
be  found,  and  it  appeared  from  the  reports  of  others,  among  them 
the  written  ones  of  Land:  S.  de  Meursand  the  master  gardener,  J. 
Hartogh,  that  many  woody  localities  and  forests  existed,  some  dis- 
tance from  the  Cape  beyond  the  Hottentots  Holland  mountains  and 
■elsewhere,  so  that  it  is  highly  necessary  to  obtain  more  exact 
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information  regarding  them,  and  discover  whether  the  timber  can 
be  conveyed  hither  by  land  or  sea,  or  whether  at  any  of  the  rivers 
running  through  the  country  a saw  mill  may  be  erected,  in 
order  to  convey  the  timber  more  easily  to  its  destination ; his 
Honour  accordingly  submitted  the  following  points,  viz.  : — 

That  as  it  is  acknowledged  by  all  without  exception  that  the 
supply  of  fuel  and  timber,  and  also  lime  should  be  improved,  and 
places  found  where  they  exist,  and  that  as  building  and  floor 
bricks,  and  the  necessary  train  oil,  &c.,  should  be  found  in  the 
Colony  itself,  in  order  to  relieve  the  company  and  its  ships  from 
such  a heavy  burden,  and  as  from  the  different  reports  received  by 
him  (Yan  Hoorn)  it  is  sufficiently  evident  : — 

1.  That  sufficient  fuel  is  obtainable  not  far  from  the  Cape,  and 
also  further  inland,  for  the  wants  of  the  people ; and  that  more  can 
be  planted,  as  has  been  planned  and  conceived  and  ordered  years 
ago,  if  only  the  work  be  properly  taken  in  hand,  as  Governor  van 
Assenburgh  has  promised  to  do  ; 

2.  That  in  the  mountains  inland,  and  about  25  or  30  and  more 
Dutch  miles  from  this,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hottentots 
Holland,  forests  are  found  not  only  for  fuel  but  also  for  timber 
and  wagon  wood,  &c. ; 

3.  That  on  Robben  Island  and  in  Hout  Bay  and  elsewhere 
sufficient  shells  are  to  be  found  for  burning  all  the  lime  required, 
and  in  the  most  economical  manner ; 

4.  That  Table  Bay,  the  Flats  towards  the  Steenbergen,  Stellen- 
bosch, and  Drakenstein,  should  be  examined  for  the  best  clay  for 
bricks,  floor  bricks,  tiles,  pots,  &c.,  and  the  most  economical  way 
studied  for  making  the  latter.  (The  Governor-General  and 
Governor  having  inspected  the  potteries  and  tile  factories  of  the 
Company  at  the  Cape,  found  the  articles  very  compact  and  good, 
and  the  bricks  better  than  at  Batavia.) 

5.  That  train  oil  should  be  burnt  at  Robben  Island  and 
Saldanha  Bay  and  elsewhere  for  the  Company,  the  ships,  and  the 
burghers,  and  also  for  the  requisitions  from  India.  The  burghers 
should  be  encouraged  to  burn  oil  for  themselves. 

6.  That  proper  and  more  satisfactory  arrangements  are  to  be 
made  to  obtain  salted  fish  at  Saldanha  and  False  Bays,  &c.,  for 
the  slaves  and  convicts  and  the  passing  ships,  the  supply  hitherto 
having  been  insufficient. 

7.  That  onions  growing  very  freely  here,  large  plantations 
should  be  made  for  the  supply  of  the  ships. 

The  above  adopted  on  this  the  11th  day  of  March,  1710. 

Regarding  the  forests,  it  was  decided  to  commission  Captain 
A.  J.  v.  d.  Laan  and  W.  v.  Putten,  assisted  by  other  experienced 
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men,  &c.,  to  inspect  them,  and  render  an  exhaustive  report  accord- 
ing to  the  instructions  to  be  framed  by  the  Governor  and  Council 
after  the  departure  of  the  return  fleet.  His  Honour  urged  upon 
them  to  do  their  very  best  according  to  their  ability  and  conscience  ; 
but  as  the  inquiry  will  require  time,  and  about  a year  will 
elapse  before  it  is  finished,  it  was  decided  to  relieve  W.  v.  Putten 
from  his  office  of  storekeeper. 

His  Honour  further  lays  on  the  table,  in  connection  with  the 
above,  a report  on  inland  forests — written  by  the  burgher  Andries 
Finger — discovered  by  him  when  on  a barter  tour  among  the 
Hottentots. 

“ The  forests  where  all  kinds  of  timber  are  obtainable,  and  the 
places  where  a sawmill  may  be  conveniently  erected,  visited  by 
myself  and  many  others  : — 

“1.  At  the  River  Zonder  End — The  place  is  eight  days’  journey 
from  the  Cape  and  one  from  the  sea,  where  there  is  a 
bay  called  Kleine  Rivier’s  Bay. 

“ 2.  In  Houtaniqualaud,  which  place  is  30  days’  journey 
(schoften)  from  the  Cape.  The  forests  are  almost  like  those  in 
Norway,  and  there  is  a bay  there  named  Mossel  Bay. 

3.  “ In  the  Gramtour  land,  also  30  days’  distant  from  the  Cape 
by  ox-wagon.  Here  are  also  beautiful  forests.  The  two  latter 
regions  are  situated  near  the  sea,  but  the  bays  are  not  yet  known 
to  me,  as  I have  never  been  there  by  sea,  but  only  overland.” 
Dated  10th  March,  1710. 

The  “ Gaffers  ” of  the  Court  pray  for  increase  of  maintenance  in 
food  and  clothing,  but  as  they  get  double  the  quantity  of  clothing 
annually  allowed  to  the  Company’s  slaves,  this  part  of  their 
request  was  not  entertained,  but  instead  of  their  ordinary  bread 
rations  each  was  allowed  50  lbs.  rice  per  month. 

The  soldier  Harmen  Bosman,  who  arrived  here  in  1708  in  the 
“ Standvastigheid,”  and  remained  behind  ill  in  hospital,  where, 
when  required,  he  used  to  make  trusses,  was  allowed  in  conse- 
quence his  full  pay  for  that  time. 

The  emancipated  slave  of  Wouter  Yalckenier  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Batavia  with  his  wife. 

The  servants  of  the  Company  dying  in  hospital,  sewn  in  a 
blanket,  and  so  buried  in  the  graveyard  destined  for  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  slaves.  This  does  not  agree  with  Christian  charity 
and  the  usage  prevalent  everywhere  in  India.  It  was  therefore 
decided  that  all  Europeans  dying  here  in  hospital  shall  henceforth 
be  buried  in  coffins,  as  far  as  planks  shall  be  at  hand  for  the 
purpose.  Those  having  a balance  to  have  it  charged  against  them, 
and  those  in  debt  to  be  buried  at  the  cost  of  the  hospital. 

The  graveyard  itself  lying  open,  it  was  decided  to  enclose  it 
with  a proper  wall  in  order  to  prevent  pigs  and  other  animals  from 
turning  up  the  ground  and  so  injuring  the  corpses  there. 
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It  was  decided,  after  hearing  Lieutenant  Slotsboo’s  report,  that 
the  slaves  could  come  out  with  the  clothes  distributed  annually 
among  them,  but  that  their  rations  were  too  little.  Therefore 
everyone  was  to  receive  8 lbs.  meal  more  per  month.  Moreover, 
every  50  men  and  women  were  to  receive  among  them  one  \ aum 
of  salted  fish  weekly,  and  40  lbs.  rice  individually  per  month,  and 
when  instead  of  rice  they  receive  bread,  each  one  shall  also  receive 
daily  one  ^ lb.  fresh  meat.  The  “ Mandoors  ” to  have  double 
rations  excepting  bread  and  rice. 

Secretary  Helot  requests  his  discharge  and  promotion  to  Batavia. 
He  had  served  as  Secretary  five  years.  It  was  decided  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Governor-General,  with  which  all  agreed,  that 
in  the  interest  of  the  Company  Helot,  should  remain  here  some 
time  longer.  Having  been  called  inside  he  was  encouraged  by 
Hoorn  to  do  so  and  submitted,  expecting  that  so  his  promotion  in 
course  of  time  would  he  facilitated. 

March  12. — Meeting  of  Council.  Arrival  of  the  English  ship 
“Northumberland’'  from  Batavia.  It  had  left  this  place  for  St. 
Helena  on  the  3rd  December,  hut  returned  hither,  because  the  con- 
voy had  already  left.  The  captains’  secret  orders  were  that  if  any 
ships  arrived  after  the  1st  December,  old  style,  they  were  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Cape  and  wait  there  for  the  first  Dutch  fleet  for 
Europe  to  sail  home  under  its  protection,  and  not  to  leave  it  unless 
an  English  warship  was  met,  prepared  to  convoy  them  into  an 
English  or  Irish  port.  This  was  allowed  him  according  to 
Council’s  resolution  of  the  4th  inst. 

March  15. — Arrival  of  the  six  Ceylon  ships  and  an  English 
Indiaman — “ Stratham.” 

March  19. — Two  other  English  ships  allowed  to  proceed  home 
with  the  Dutch  fleet,  viz.,  the  “ Stratham  ” and  “ Heron.” 

March  22. — Meeting  of  Council  Decided,  as  soon  as  the  fleet 
has  lelt,  that  the  Fiscal  shall  summon  all  those  in  arrear  on  the 
free  books  (see  11th  March),  and  still  alive. 

Report  of  the  commission  appointed  to  look  for  a proper  site 
for  a battery  (see  10th  February).  “ According  to  instructions 
we  proceeded  along  the  sand  downs  girding  the  west  coast  of 
Table  Bay  to  find  a proper  site  on  which  to  place  heavy  cannon, 
with  which  to  prevent  hostile  ships  lrom  entering  Table  Bay 
between  Robben  Island  and  Lion’s  Rump,  as  well  as  to  protect  the 
bay  and  the  vessels  in  it.  We  found  a very  good  situation  about 
a musket  shot  on  this  side  of  the  point  of  the  watering  place  on 
the  rocky  beach,  -which  may  at  the  same  rime  6erve  as  an 
immoveable  foundation  for  the  artillery.  In  front  it  looks  upon 
the  ships  lying  in  the  roadstead,  and  right  across  Table  Bay 
towards  the  eastern  shore,  where  one  has  the  Bluefcerg  N.N.E., 
and  behind  him  the  sand  downs  of  the  Lion’s  Rump  W.S.W.  Its 
direction  along  shore  is  N.  by  W.  and  S.  by  E.  N.  by  W.  lies 
Robben  Island,  and  S.  by  E.  the  highest  point  of  the  ‘ Windberg.’ 
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The  Castle  lies  protected  by  the  high  sandhills,  and  on  this  spot 
we  saw  that  a low  or  water  level  battery  could  be  made.  The 
annexed  figure  will  explain  the  position  : — 

B A 


C 


“ The  distance  from  A to  B is  24  roods  and  10  feet,  on  that 
20  guns  can  be  mounted  in  order  to  fire  at  ships  approaching 
the  roadstead,  and  from  B to  C G roods  and  5 feet,  for  four 
similar  pieces  to  attack  vessels  approaching  between  the  Whale 
Rock  and  Lion’s  Rump. 

“ The  guns  should  fire  balls  of  18  lbs.  at  least.  Among  them 
should  be  six  of  12  lbs.  and  four  of  24  lbs.  On  the  spot  a brass 
gun  has  already  been  mounted,  shooting  6 lb.  balls.  Five  shots 
were  fired  right  across  the  bay  to  the  eastern  shore  or  mountains 
there.  In  the  middle  of  the  bay,  above  the  anchorage,  a raft  with 
a flag  on  it  was  moored  for  a target,  and  not  far  from  it  a galiot  was 
anchored  in  order  to  observe  the  shots.  The  following  is  the 
result : — 

“ The  first  shot  was  a ball  of  8 lbs.,  and  the  gun  was  pointed  six 
degrees  above  the  level.  It  fell  about  half  a cable’s  length  beyond 
the  flag,  on  the  galiot  side,  in  10|  fathoms  sandy  bottom. 

“ The  second  was  a ball  of  6 lbs.  It  fell  6 fathoms  beyond  the 
galiot  from  the  eastern  shore  in  10|  fathoms  sandy  bottom. 

“ The  third  was  a ball  of  8 lbs.,  with  an  elevation  of  eight  degrees. 
It  fell  15  fathoms  shorter  than  the  second  in  11  fathoms. 

“ The  fourth  was  a lined  ball  of  6 lbs.,  with  an  elevation  of  10 
degrees.  It  fell  just  a little  beyond  the  flag  in  10|  fathoms. 

“ The  fifth  was  a ball  of  6 lbs.,  with  an  elevation  of  12  degrees. 
It  fell  fully  four  cable  lengths  beyond  the  flag,  or  two  ditto  beyond 
the  galiot,  in  10  J fathoms. 

“ This  shows  how  useful  and  necessary  the  spot  is  for  a battery, 
not  only  for  checking  but  also  preventing  an  enemy  from  enter- 
ing the  bay.  The  expense,  which  will  be  slight,  will  in  course  of 
time  repay  itself  a thousandfold.”  (Signed  by)  A.  van  Rhyn, 
L.  van  Assenburgh,  Govert  Knoll,  J.  C.  d’Ableing,  J.  Blesius, 
0.  Bergh,  A.  J\  van  der  Laan,  C.  Boonen,  G.  vau  der  Zeyden, 
J.  Brommert,  Wessel  van  Neercassel,  K.  J.  Slotsboo,  W.  van 
Putten.  14th  March,  1710. 

N.B. — The  report  of  skipper  Roeland  ltoos  as  annexed  is  in 
accordance  with  the  above. 
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A difference  arising  between  Governor  van  Assenburgh  and 
Secunde  d’Ableing  regarding  the  appointment  of  a storekeeper. 
vice  W.  van  Putten,  the  matter  was  postponed. 

March  23. — Arrival  of  the  “ Meynden,”  a Christmas  ship  from 
Amsterdam,  reporting  that  Mons  in  Hainault  had  in  October 
last  gone  over  to  the  allies. 

March  25. — The  “ Meynden  ” reported  that  it  had  accidentally 
passed  under  the  line  a Portuguese  fleet  of  49  ships,  among  them 
4 war-ships  of  7 4 and  64  guns,  on  their  way  to  the  Brazils.  They 
declared  that  they  were  greatly  alarmed  when  they  saw  the 
“ Meynden,”  thinking  she  was  a Frenchman.  This  was  said  by 
one  of  the  lieutenants  who  had  come  on  board.  All  the  officers  of 
the  ships  in  the  Bay  invited  to  the  farewell  dinner  to  be  given 
to-morrow. 

Meeting  of  Council.  Some  coal  landed  from  the  “ Meynden.” 

The  cashier,  H.  ten  I >amme,  as  is  usual  in  Batavia,  to  give 
security  of  Eds.  100,  just  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Orphan  Chamber 
here  is  obliged  to  do,  and  to  delay  his  departure  to  Batavia  unto 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  First  Messenger  of  Justice  likewise  to  give  sureties  for 
f2,000  light  money. 

As  storekeeper  was  appointed  Sieur  Jan  de  la  Fontaine,  book- 
keeper on  the  Ceylon  return  ship  “ Horstendaal.”  This  was  done 
at  his  own  wish,  he  being  assistant  with  f24  per  month. 

Decided  to  pay  a draft  on  this  office  from  Ceylon  for  Eds.  815, 
but  to  request  the  India  Government  and  Ceylon  not  to  draw 
again  on  the  Cape,  except  when  urgently  necessary,  as  annually 
just  enough  cash  is  received  from  Holland  to  pay  for  grain  and 
the  expenses  of  the  Colony. 

March  27. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  English  ship  “ Kent  ” 
allowed  to  proceed  home  with  the  fleet. 

March  31. — The  military  aud  burghers  under  arms.  Van 
Hoorn’s  wife  and  daughter,  escorted  by  many  Cape  ladies  in 
carnages,  proceed  to  the  jetty.  Van  Hoorn  and  the  others  go  on 
foot.  Farewells  exchanged.  The  Castle  fires  21  guns.  The 
military  and  burghers  within  and  without  discharge  three  volleys. 
Yan  Assenburgh  accompanies  van  Hoorn  on  board  and  returns 
about  noon. 

April  2. — The  return  fleet  and  the  English  Indiamen  leave— 26 
ships  in  all.  The  Castle  saluted  the  Admiral  with  21  and  the 
Vice-Admiral  with  19  guns.  The  “ Overryp  ” replied.  The 
English  also  saluted  and  were  replied  to. 

April  7. — Arrival  of  the  “ Oudenaarde”  from  Texel  on  the  27th 
October.  On  the  20th  December,  in  41°  latitude  it  had  had  a 
battle  of  four  glasses  duration  with  a Frenchman,  who 
after  that  kept  off,  but  remained  near  during  the  night. 
This  necessitated  them  to  be  watchful.  During  the  first 
watch,  in  clear  moonlight,  the  enemy  approached  again,. 
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and  on  the  starboard  bow,  but  seeing  them  ready  held  oft'  again. 
On  the  morning  of  the  21st  he  attempted  to  board,  but  failing, 
another  battle  was  fought,  lasting  about  five  or  six  glasses.  They 
succeeded  in  firing  away  the  mizen  topmast  of  the  enemy,  who 
thereupon  fled. 

It  is  surprising  that  the  hostile  ship,  considered  to  carry  38  or  40 
guns  and  300  men,  being  a privateer,  and  therefore  a faster  sailer 
than  the  “ Oudenaarde,”  so  easily  left  the  latter.  The  men  of  the 
latter  must  therefore  have  conducted  themselves  bravely,  as  the 
officers  testify.  In  the  first  battle  there  were  3 dead  and  16 
wounded.  In  the  second,  5 dead  and  15  wounded;  since  then  7 
of  the  latter  have  died.  Out  of  229  men  she  had  therefore  brought 
205,  among  them  50  sick. 

April  8. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  mate  of  the  “ Overryp,” 
Jan  Calmer,  allowed  to  proceed  to  Batavia  with  his  wife. 

The  former  convict  and  mestizo,  burgher  at  Batavia, 
Joh.  Kemp,  sent  hither  from  Ceylon  in  1688,  and  made  ‘‘Man- 
door  ” by  the  ex-Governor  S.  van  der  Stel,  allowed  to  proceed  to 
Batavia,  his  time  having  expired. 

Governor  lays  on  table  resolution  of  Burgher  Military  Council, 
taken  with  his  approval,  regarding  the  Cape  burghers  absenting 
themselves  from  parade.  It  was  decided  to  increase  the  fine  from 
Rds.  3 to  Rds.  10,  and  to  give  general  notice  of  the  same. 

Some  oil  and  butter  landed  from  the  “ Meynden  ” and 
“ Oudenaarde,”  the  fleet  having  cleared  out  the  supply, 

April  12. — Some  slaves  sentenced  for  stealing  a number  of  pigs 
from  different  parties.  They  were  severely  whipped  on  their 
backs,  a piece  of  their  noses  was  cut  off  ; they  were  branded  on  the 
right  cheek,  and  had  to  work  for  two  months  in  chains, 

April  15. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance.  Only 
some  promotions  made. 

April  22. — Meeting  of  Council.  Secunde  d’  Ableing  hesitates  to 
pay  the  expenses  incurred  for  or  on  behalf  of  Governor- General 
van  Hoorn,  i.e.,  f 989, 4, 8,  because  it  was  not  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Commissioner  H.  A.  van  Reede,  which 
required  that  such  expenses  should  be  specified  and  signed  by  such 
a Commissioner.  The  Governor  pleaded  that  the  departure  of  Van 
Hoorn  was  rather  sudden  and  that  he  wasnot  awareof  the  instructions 
referred  to.  Decided  to  write  off  the  amount,  as  it  was  evident 
that  the  Commissioner  must  have  made  some  expense. 

Mrs.  Pyl  allowed  a draft  on  Batavia. 

The  Curator  act  lites,  Jacob  Cruse,  the  vendu  master  W.  Helot, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Orphan  Chamber,  submit  that  the  people  are 
not  accustomed  to  buy  moveable  articles  by  “ afslag,”  and  that 
accordingly  everything  is  sold  below  its  value.  Decided  to  return 
to  the  old  form  of  auction. 

Some  damaged  cloth  to  be  sold. 

April  29. — Meeting  of  Council.  In  order  to  prevent  confusion  it 
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was  decided  that  the  chief  messenger,  Marinus  Keestok,  shall  mind 
the  Chamber  of  Policy,  Orphan  Chamber,  the  voluntary  sales, 
and  the  Curator  ad  lites,  &c.  ; and  the  assistant,  Jan  Mos,  the 
Council  of  Justice  and  its  dependencies,  and  Commissioners  of  petty 
and  marriage  cases  ; and  that  each  will  draw  for  himself  the  fees 
attached  to  those  offices,  and  in  case  of  sickness  the  one  shall  do 
duty  for  the  other  gratis. 

May  6. — Meeting  of  Council.  Certain  spoilt  wine  written  off. 

May  10. — Meeting  of  Council.  Letters  read  which  were  received 
with  the  “ Oostersteyn.”  They  brought  the  news  that  the 
Administrator  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Councillor 
extraordinary  of  India,  and  that  he  was,  after  having  given  over 
his  charge,  to  proceed  to  Batavia  as  such.  Further,  that  W.  Helot 
had  been  appointed  his  successor  at  f80  per  month.  They  were 
congratulated  by  the  Council. 

Further  deliberations.  Helot  takes  over  the  office  at  once,  and 
also  that  of  President  of  the  Orphan  Board. 

The  wood  brought  by  the  “ Oostersteyn  ” to  be  sold  with  one 
hundred  per  cent,  profit  instead  of  75  per  cent.  The  remainder 
to  be  sold  by  public  auction. 

May  13. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

May  16. — Arrival  of  the  long-expected  ship  “ Ghyn  ” in  a 
most  miserable  condition.  All  the  men  were  suffering  from  scurvy, 
80  were  laid  up,  21  had  died.  Had  had  heavy  storms  and  nearly 
lost  its  rudder.  Yery  leaky  between  wind  and  water.  After 
suffering  a great  deal  they  sighted  a vessel  which  came  towards 
them  (off  Cape  Finisterre).  It  showed  a Prince’s  flag.  It  was 
taken  for  granted  that  she  was  a Madeira  trader  proceeding  to 
Holland,  and  the  “ Ghyn  ” put  out  its  boat  with  the  junior  mer- 
chant Jan  Timmerman,  the  chief  officer  and  11  sailors,  who 
proceeded  on  board  with  letters  for  the  Directors,  and  inform  them 
of  the  bad  condition  of  the  ship.  But  as  soon  as  they  came  on 
board  they  were  seized,  and  the  oars  being  taken  from  the  boat, 
the  latter  was  cast  adrift.  The  “ Ghyn  ” thereupon  chased  the 
stranger,  considered  to  be  a Turk,  hut  the  latter,  being  a fast 
sailer,  escaped,  carrying  the  men  away.  The  boat  was  recovered. 
In  the  latitude  of  tbe  Cape  they  were  becalmed  50  days,  and  were 
sadly  distressed  with  their  sick. 

MajT  20. — Anival  of  the  Danish  ship  ‘'Dansburg,”  having  on 
board  a Commissioner  and  his  wife,  who  will  relieve  the  present 
Commandant  at  Tranquebar. 

Meeting  of  the  Council.  Some  rotten  cables  to  he  sent  to  Batavia. 

The  Eds.  1,000  deposited  by  the  skipper  Leendert  de  Cohning 
last  year,  as  security  for  the  cargo  of  his  vessel,  the  “ Overryp,”  to 
be  returned  to  him,  as  his  accounts,  &c.,  were  correct,  and  the  con- 
demned vessel  will  very  soon  he  drawn  on  the  beach  and  broken  up. 

Nic.  van  den  Heuvel  made  member  of  the  Orphan  Chamber  tice 
H.  ten  Damme,  proceeding  to  Batavia. 
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M ay  27. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  of  importance. 

May  2S. — The  “ Overryp  ” beached  to  be  broken  up. 

June  3. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  particulars  mentioned. 

June  6. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  assistant  Daniel  Thibault 
appointed  Secretary  of  Justice  vice  Abraham  Poulle,  proceeding  to 
Batavia.  He  is  sworn  in  on  the  following  day. 

June  17. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

June  24. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  resolutions  taken. 

June  30. — General  muster  of  the  Company’s  men  on  board  and 
on  shore,  by  the  Fiscal  and  Commissioners  from  the  Council  of 
Policy.  Garrison,  491  ; on  the  “ Amy,”  9 ; convicts  on  Robben 
Island,  11 ; sick  in  hospital,  129  Total,  640. 

July  1. — Meeting  of  Council.  Cei’tain  sour  beer  written  off. 

July  4. — Friday.  After  the  service  the  Hon.  J.  C.  d’Ableiug 
and  family  proceeded  on  board  the  “ Gamron.”  He  was  saluted 
with  7 guns,  and  the  flag  was  hoisted  to  the  maintop  mast.  Until 
late  in  the  evening  the  cannons  were  heard  firing. 

July  12. — The  sailor  Jan  limit  of  Amsterdam,  shot  for  having 
stabbed  and  caused  the  death  of  a comrade.  Instead  of  the  body 
being  buried  in  the  outside  place  of  execution,  the  Governor  at  the 
prisoner’s  humble  prayer  and  for  particular  reasons,  allowed  him 
to  have  a coffin,  and  to  be  buried  in  the  ordinary  sailor’s  cemetery. 

August  12. — Meeting  of  Council,  At  the  request  of  the  late 
storekeeper,  W.  van  Putten,  a final  settlement  of  his  accounts 
was  agreed  upon  and  his  books  closed  and  accepted.  Certain 
articles  written  off. 

August  13  The  sentence  against  Mauritz  Berlicher  executed. 
He  had  been  commander  of  the  soldiers  on  the  “ Ghyn  ” and  when 
the  merchant  and  chief  officer  had  been  carried  off  by  the  Turk 
(see  May  16)  he  had  been  made  provisional  bookkeeper  on  board. 
After  having  taken  office  and  the  goods  of  the  absent  merchant 
had  been  placed  under  his  administration,  he  had  taken  for  his 
own  use  a cabay,  or  Japanese  chamber  cloak,  which  he  used  for 
lining  for  his  coat,  and  four  shirts,  destroying  the  name  on  them  ; a 
case  with  distilled  waters,  2 baskets  of  pipes,  16  hams,  some 
tongues  and  smoked  meat,  using  all  with  his  friends — 2 hams  he 
gave  to  a soldier.  After  that  he  said  to  the  acting  chief  mate, 
that  after  what  had  happened  to  the  merchant  and  the  mate, 
they  might  as  well  make  a good  voyage,  there  being  10  half  aunts 
wine  and  2 eases  of  the  merchant  in  the  hold,  thus  trying  to 
make  an  accomplice  of  the  other.  That  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  skipper  or  the  presence  of  the  commissioners,  he  had  twice 
had  the  box  in  which  the  keys  of  the  merchant’s  chest  were  lying, 
broken  open  by  the  ship’s  corporal  whom  he  ordered  to  make 
another.  He  said  most  shamelessly  that  he  wished  to  get  the 
paper  in  it  for  writing  on.  He  acknowledged,  likewise,  that 
he  also  took  from  it  and  hid  in  his  own  chest  four  velvet  caps 
and  half  dozen  silver  spoons  and  forks,  whioh  were  unburnished. 
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With  his  friends  he  had  consumed  about  50  bottles  wine,  saying 
that  it  was  better  that  they  should  drink  it  than  the  Cape  thieves. 
That  he  further  took  and  consumed  two  large  cans  and  one  flask  of 
tobacco,  and  a drum  of  coffee,  and  not  satisfied  with  having  so  abused 
another  man’s  property,  he  had  dared  to  ask  the  skipper  for  a 
basket  of  wine  belonging  to  the  absent  chief  mate.  The  skipper- 
knowing  already  what  he  had  done,  naturally  refused  and  was 
abused  by  him,  who  said  “ You  will  not  grant  it,  all  the  other 

officers  do  so,  you  are  an  uncivil  beast,  lick  my &c.  I will 

pay  you  off  at  the  Cape.”  When  the  curator  ad  lites  had  asked 
him  whether  he  still  had  any  property,  money,  &c.,  of  the  absent 
merchant  in  his  possession,  he  had  replied  “ No,”  and  that  he  did 
not  know  what  had  become  of  it.  He  had  also  said  that  he  did 
not  know  whether  he  had  had  a curtain  and  four  caps,  whilst  the 
forks  and  spoons,  the  caps  and  the  coffee  drum  were  taken  out  of 
his  boxes.  The  letters  entrusted  to  the  said  mex-chaut  for  delivery 
at  Batavia,  ten  of  them  containing  things  and  money,  he  had 
taken  from  the  merchant’s  trunk  and  hid  in  the  Company’s  book 
case  in  order  to  give  them — as  he  said — to  the  Curator  ad  lites — but 
said  letters  wrapped  in  a piece  of  sail  cloth  were  found  on  the  21st 
May  last  between  the  Uitkyk  and  the  wrecks  of  the 
“ Oosterland  ” and  “ Waddinxveen,  ” and  must  have  been 
thrown  overboard  by  the  prisoner,  as  he  had  them  in  his  custody 
locked  up  as  above  mentioned.  This  he  stubbornly  denied  however, 
and  also  that  he  ever  had  been  in  the  red  chest  of  the  merchant. 
Two  witnesses  however,  cabin  watchers  at  that  time  on  board, 
declared  that  after  all  the  chests  had  been  sealed,  he  had  ordered 
them  to  leave  the  cabin ; that  two  or  three  days  later,  one  of  the 
witnesses  was  ordered  by  him  to  call  the  chief  surgeon  with 
whose  signet  the  boxes  had  been  sealed,  to  whom  prisoner  said 
“ I have  trodden  the  seals  off  (/.<?.,  the  red  chest),  let  us  re-seal 
them.”  This  was  done.  He  deposed  further  to  the  surgeon  that 
the  chest  could  have  been  opened  and.  that  the  upper  seals  were 
broken.  This  prisoner  denied,  saying  that  the  two  men  had 
pressed  the  wooden  hat  box  against  the  seals  so  tha,t  they  were 
loosened,  though  it  is  apparent  that  the  prisoner  having  possession 
of  the  keys,  purposely  broke  the  seals  in  order  to  steal  and  hide 
away  another’s  property.  After  the  chest  had  been  resealed,  he 
had  ordered  the  saloon  guards  to  return  and  again  sleep  there. 
From  the  said  red  chest  were  still  missing  three  gold  purses,  in 
one  of  which  was  an  Indian  bean  with  a lock  and  gold  ring  with 
a brown  stone.  The  other  two  purses  were  worked  with  silver 
thread  outside,  both  full  of  money — the  sort  however  not  known. 
Prisoner  said  that  he  knew  nothing  about  them  and  never  saw 
them. 

All  these  are  crimes  most  faithlessly  committed  by  prisoner  on 
board,  and  that  in  the  case  of  goods  which  he  ought  to  have 
guarded  better  than  his  own,  in  order  to  deliver  them  to  the  lawful 
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friends  of  tire  absent  merchant.  Everything  he  did  on  his  own 
authority  without  informing  anyone  of  the  same,  endeavouring 
by  many  impertinent  remarks  and  arrogant  expressions  to  tempt  his 
chief  to  join  hands  with  him  in  his  crime  and  do  the  same  thing  with 
the  property  of  the  absent  chief  mate,  &c.  He  is  therefore  sentenced 
to  be  deprived  of  his  office,  rank  and  pay,  declared  unfit  to  serve 
the  Company  in  any  employment,  to  stand  with  a paper  on  his 
chest  on  which  there  shall  be  written  with  large  letters,  “ Faithless 
Agent  ” before  the  balcony  of  the  Castle,  and  to  serve  in  irons  for 
2 years  on  Robben  Island,  and  to  pay  a fine  of  Eds.  200  out  of  his 
property,  the  half  for  the  prosecutor  and  the  other  half  for  the 
Council  Chamber.  The  rest  of  the  amount  yielded  by  the  sale  of 
bis  goods  to  remain  2\  years  in  the  custody  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Justice  in  order  to  find  out  whether  any  claimants  would 
appear  within  that  time  on  behalf  of  the  merchant,  and  the 
articles  in  his  custody.  Moreover  the  goods  of  the  said 
merchant  Timmerman,  stolen  or  done  away  with  by  the 
prisoner  shall  be  taxed  by  Commissioners  and  paid  out  of 
prisoner’s  estate  to  the  Curator  ad  lites.  The  prisoner  finally  to  pay 
all  the  costs.  7th  Aug.  1710.  L.  v.  Assenburg,  W.  Helot,  O. 
Bergh,  J.  Swellengrebel,  W.  v.  Putten,  K.  J.  Slotsboo,  J.  Brommert, 
P.  Kiekse,  and  D.  Thibault,  Secretary. 

August  19. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  son  of  the  widow  Eutgert 
Mensink  requests  in  the  name  of  his  mother  that  the  annual 
amount  paid  by  her  for  the  beer  licence — now  three  years  in 
succession — and  reaching  f2,750,  might  be  lessened,  and  the  lease 
again  given  her.  It  was  unanimously  decided  that  she  should 
henceforth  pay  f3,000  and  be  given  time  till  the  next  meeting  to 
decide,  the  lease  coming  off  in  September. 

Andries  Barentsz,  born  in  the  slave  lodge,  having  served  the 
Company  above  20  years  and  done  good  service  as  Mason,  receives, 
according  to  instructions  left  behind  by  Mr.  H.  A.  v.  Reede, 
and  because  he  has  long  ago  passed  the  age  of  40  years,  his  papers 
of  freedom,  and  is  engaged  as  mason  at  flO  per  month 

Jan  Moutliaan,  of  Rotterdam,  sailor,  now  coppersmith,  receives 
f 15  per  month. 

Jan  Huygens,  soldier,  now  cattle  herd,  receives  fl3. 

The  damaged  cargo  of  the  “ Overryp  ” to  be  sold  by  auction. 

The  pay  of  the  junior  mate,  Jan  Calmer,  imprisoned  for  debt,  to  be 
stopped. 

August  20. — Meeting  of  Council.  Mrs.  Mensink  retains  the 
beer  license  for  the  amount  offered  by  her. 

Certain  useless  articles  landed  from  the  “Overryp”  to  be 
sold. 

The  leasing  day  approaching,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to 
leave  the  conditions  unaltered  in  their  entirety,  without  making 
any  change  in  them,  and  on  that  footing  offer  the  leases  on  Saturday, 
the  30th  inst.  Notices  have  already  been  affixed. 
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August  30.  The  leases  offered  in  4 parts  : — 

1.  Brandy  (a)  £2,220,  (b)  f2,100,  (c)  fl,875,  (d)  fl,700.  Totals 
f7,895. 

2.  Foreign  beer,  sack,  Spanish,  dry  and  French  wines,  f3,100. 

3.  Cape  wine,  (ft)  f7,850,  (b)  f8,350,  (c)  f9,000,  (cl)  fl0,000. 
Total,  f35,200. 

4.  Cape  malt  beer  as  above  stated,  f2,750. 

Grand  total,  f 48, 945. 

September  2. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Governor  submits  to  the 
meeting  whether  the  lessees  who  had  leased  the  license  for  Cape 
wines  should  not  swear  to  the  conditions  and  declare  that  they  had 
not  made  a mutual  contract  or  agreement  with  one  another,  as 
required  by  those  same  conditions,  and  the  more  so,  because  they 
had  been  clearly  and  intelligently  read  out.  The  second  article 
stated,  and  it  was  certainly  the  most  important,  that  the  lease 
shall  be  offered  in  four  parts,  and  sold  to  the  four  highest  bidders, 
who  shall  before  being  allowed  to  retail,  declare  that  they  have  no 
connection  individually  with  each  other  and  have  made  no  mutual 
contract,  but  that  every  one  has  leased  for  himself. 

The  Governor  further  states  that  the  four  have  leased 
with  mutual  understanding,  and  that  this  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a matter  from  which  many  evil  results  may  be  expected. 
He  therefore  felt  that  the  lessees  of  the  Cape  wines  should  for  the 
reasons  stated,  and  according  to  the  letter  of  the  conditions  as  they 
had  been  introduced  by  Commissioner  Heyns,  and  confirmed  by 
the  directors  in  their  orders  of  30th  Oct.,  1706,  be  made  to  make 
a declaration ; but  as  such  a declaration  has  no  power  unless 
confirmed  by  oath,  the  latter  should,  if  necessary,  be  required  from 
them,  and  the  more  so  when  there  exists  suspicion.  The  matter 
having  been  discussed,  and  the  members  expressed  their  opinion 
in  writing,  it  was  decided  by  a majority  to  let  the  lessees  declare 
provisionally  by  declaration,  with  the  offer  to  confirm  the  same  by 
oath,  whether  the)'  have  made  any  mutual  agreement  or  contract 
with  one  another  regarding  this  lease.  For  this  purpose  the  Governor 
appointed  as  Commissioners  Captain  Ad.  J.  v.  d.  Laan  and  the 
junior  merchant,  J.  Cruse. 

September  5. — -Medina  of  Council.  Nothing  important.  The 
Governor  proceeds  to  Rondebosch. 

September  9. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

September  13. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  particulars  given. 

September  16. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  particulars  given. 

September  23. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  particulars. 

September  27. — Meeting  of  Council.  This  forenoon  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  again  publicly  offered  the  lease  of  the  Cape  wines 
for  sale,  which  together  realized  f25,240  or  f9,960  less  than  the 
first  amount. 

September  30. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  particulars. 
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October  7. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  particulars. 

October  9.— Arrival  of  tlie  “ Mercurius  ” from  Mauritius,  which 
reported  that  the  Commander  of  the  island  and  the  other  servants 
of  the  Company  had,  before  its  arrival,  already  left  that  place  in 
the  “ Beverwaart,”  according  to  the  letter  found  in  duplicate  in 
two  glass  bottles,  viz. : — “ This  day  we  departed  hence  together  in 
order  to  proceed  to  the  N.W.  harbour,  and  thence,  under  God’s 
blessing,  to  leave  for  Batavia  in  the  ‘ Beverwaart  ’ which  arrived 
on  the  lee  side  of  the  island  in  good  condition  on  the  22nd  Decem- 
ber.” The  Lodge,  Mauritius,  25th  January,  1710.  By  order. 
G.  Wybrants,  second  secretary. 

October  14. — Meeting  of  Council.  Nothing  important. 

October  28 — Meeting  of  Council.  Want  of  cattle  and  draft  oxen, 
represented  by  the  Governor.  Decided  to  get  some  from  the 
neighbouring  Hottentots  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  send  the 
master  gardener,  Jan  Hartogh,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
neighbouring  country,  and  some  men  to  barter  some  cattle  and  a 
few  sheep,  the  latter  to  be  used  for  the  slaves. 

Three  men  having  stowed  away  their  wives  on  board  the 
“ Wateringe,”  it  was  decided  to  let  them  proceed  to  Batavia,  and 
ask  the  Directors  and  High  Government  in  India,  what  this 
Council  should  henceforth  do  under  such  circumstances. 

The  butcher  licence  expiring  with  the  year,  it  was  decided 
according  to  the  Director’s  orders  of  the  1st  November,  1709,  to 
offer  to  public  competition  the  1st  quarter  of  the  lease  on  the  20th 
November  next. 

Certain  merchandize,  &c.,  written  off  according  to  annual  custom. 

November  4. — Meeting  of  Council.  The  Fiscal  reports,  that  as 
instructed  by  Governor-General  Van  Hoorn,  he  had  examined  the 
arrears  on  the  free  books  in  order  to  be  able  to  collect  them. 
Among  others  were  Jochem  Marquart  and  Willem  van  de  Wereld 
debited  with  f51.  He  however,  showed  two  receipts  granted  by 
the  late  cashier  Yierroot  and  the  messenger  Quale,  but  as  both  the 
latter  had  left  for  Europe  long  ago,  it  was  decided  to  write  the 
amount  off  on  profit  and  loss 

November  11. — Meeting  of  Council.  No  particulars  given. 

November  18. — Meeting  of  Council.  Some  broken  furniture  in 
the  Governor’s  house  written  off. 

Regarding  the  hard  bricks  brought  from  Holland  by  the  ships 
lying  here  now  from  Amsterdam  and  Zealand,  it  was  decided 
because  of  the  great  difference  between  the  same,  to  sell  the  first 
sort  at  Rds.  4 per  thousand  and  the  second  at  Rds.  3j.  The 
starch  to  be  sold  for  Rds.  § per  lb.  instead  of  Rds.  \. 

Draft  read  of  conditions  on  which  the  meat  licence  shall  be 
sold.  As  it  agrees  with  the  orders  of  the  Directors,  it  was  decided 
to  let  the  lease  take  place  on  Thursday  next. 

November  20. — The  lease  takes  place,  the  fourth  part  is  bought 
by  the  burgher  Michiel  Ley  for  five  years.  He  undertook  to 
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deliver  meat  at  13  heavy  doits  per  lb.  and  a living  sheep  at  f6 
heavy  money.  (See  conditions.) 

November  25. — fleeting  of  Council.  Nc  particulars. 

December  2. — fleeting  of  Council.  No  particulars. 

December  15. — The  S.E.  wind  does  not  appear  to  go  down 
and  seems  as  if  it  had  leased  the  storms.  (People  complain  of 
severe  drought.) 

December  16. — Meeting  of  Council.  New  members  appointed 
for  various  boards,  viz. : — Francois  Guto,  chief  surgeon,  made  elder 
at  the  Cape,  rice  Abraham  Poulle  departed.  Pieter  van  den  Bergh 
made  deacon  on  the  Company’s  side,  and  Grillis  Soullje  and  Hen- 
drik Moller,  jr.,  on  that  of  the  burghers. 

In  Stellenbosch  ^Vessel  Pretorius  was  made  elder,  rice  Guilam 
du  Fait  (?  Toit).  H.  Scheffer  to  continue  serving  as  deacon. 

In  Drakenstein  Pieter  Kusseaux  was  elected  elder,  vice  Claude 
Harais,  and  Paul  le  Boux  and  Pieter  Jourdan  of  Cabrierre  were 
made  deacons 

As  Burgher  Councillors  were  chosen  Nic.  Oortman  and 
H.  Donker. 

In  the  Orphan  Chamber  Cornells  Botnia  succeeds  Abraham 
Diemer. 

December  18. — News  received  this  morning  from  Stellenbosch 
that  yesterday  forenoon  about  10  o’clock  a violent  fire  had  broken 
out  there,  by  which  the  Council  House,  the  Church,  the  district 
stables  and  twelve  houses  had  been  laid  in  ashes.  A most  lament- 
able and  sad  misfortune ; the  more  so  as  that  colony  is  in  a bad 
and  sober  way,  and  the  Company  will  find  it  very  expensive  for 
itself  by  losing  the  Council  Chambers,  only  lately  built,  and  the 
stable.  The  fire  took  its  origin  in  the  Council  House,  but  no  one 
can  exactly  say  from  what  cause.  The  wind  was  still  keeping 
steadily  S.E.,  but  as  before,  the  air  was  clear  and  the  sun  very  hot. 

December  22.  — Governor  Van  Assenburg's  birthday.  He 
had  reached  his  50th  year.  The  day  broke  with  a great  calm, 
anti  dark,  cloudy  sky.  A soft  rain  succeeded.  About  noon  it 
cleared  up,  when  the  Governor  was  congratulated  by  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  the  Court  of  Justice,  by  the  officers  of  rank  and 
the  chief  burghers.  A glass  of  wine  was  drunk  to  the  health  of 
the  Governor  who  was  wished  a happy  rule.  First  some  guns 
were  fired  from  the  Castle,  and  afterwards  from  the  ships  which 
had  all  their  bunting  flying.  All  were  most  civilly  invited  to 
dinner  by  the  Governor,  and  the  whole  afternoon  was  passed  in 
all  imaginable  kinds  of  enjoyments.  About  nine  o’clock  p.m. 
they  took  leave  and  every  one  went  to  his  own  house. 

December  31 — Heavy  S.E.  wind  in  the  evening.  The  old  year 
takes  its  departure.  God,  the  Lord,  be  thanked  that  He  has 
permitted  us  to  pass  this  year  under  such  a peace  and  justice- 
loving  ruler;  and  we  pray  earnestly  that  He  may  grant  us  to  live 
many  more  years  in  succession  under  bis  good  government,  and 
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for  that  purpose  assist  him  with  His  Allwise  counsel  and  rich 
blessing,  until  it  shall  be  resolved  in  His  secret  wisdom  to  grant  us 
a happy  and  holy  end. 

1711. 

January  1. —At  midnight,  December  31 — January  1,  17  guns 
were  fired  according  to  old  custom.  The  Governor  Louis  van 
Assenburg  congratulated  by  all  the  Company’s  servants  and  also  the 
chief  citizens  who  called  with  their  wives.  Dinner  given  them  in 
the  afternoon.  Enjoyed  themselves  until  about  9 p.m.,  when  all 
went  home. 

January  6. — Council  met  to  carry  out  instructions  of  the  India 
Board,  that  arrangements  should  be  made  to  provide  the  return 
fleet  with  beans,  peas,  and  barley,  as  it  is  feared  that  India  will 
not  be  able  to  supply  it  altogether. 

January  15. — Arrival  of  the  provision  ship  “ Duivenoorde.” 

January  23. — Arrival  of  the  “ Jordaan  ” with  secret  signals  and 
orders  for  the  return  fleet. 

January  25. — A sailor,  for  stabbing,  sentenced  to  be  affixed  to 
a pole  with  a knife  through  his  hand,  and  to  stand  so  until  he 
shall  have  drawn  the  weapon  through  it ; is  likewise  to  be  soundly 
thrashed  by  the  Caffres,  put  in  irons,  and  to  serve  as  a convict 
for  three  years  on  Robbeu  Island. 

February  3. — The  order  of  the  directors  that  a tax  of  a tenth  of 
their  produce  of  grain  should  be  levied  on  the  agriculturists,  post  - 
poned  until  the  arrival  of  the  Commissioner,  daily  expected. 

February  10. — The  Council  decides  to  retain  a vessel  here  until 
the  Commissioner’s  arrival,  to  see  whether  it  would  not  be  deemed 
desirable  by  him  to  despatch  it  to  Madagascar  for  slaves,  as  so 
many  have  died  and  none  have  been  imported  since  the  time 
of  Governor  Simon  van  der  Stel. 

February  24. — Resolution  to  break  up  the  galiot  “ Zeehaan.” 

March  5. — Arrival  of  the  return  fleet  under  Commissioner 
Pieter  de  Yos,  ordinary  Councillor  of  India. 

March  6. — Governor  Louis  van  Assenburgh  proceeds  on  board 
to  welcome  and  escort  on  shore  Commissioner  De  Yos  ; who  is 
received  with  salutes,  &c. 

March  16. — Michiel  Ley,  who  has  for  some  time  been  under 
arrest  in  the  Castle,  because  of  his  disobedience  to  the  Governor, 
makes  his  apology,  but  at  the  same  time  wishes  to  be  relieved  of 
his  share  of  the  butcher  contract  of  which  he  had  leased  a fourth 
share.  The  soldier  Yalentyn  Spingelaar,  cattle-herd  at  the 
granary  (Schuur),  is  pardoned  for  having  absented  himself  from 
his  post,  as  he  is  old  and  has  served  the  Company  for  a long  time. 

March  21. — Permission  granted  to  some  English  East  India 
men  to  join  the  Dutch  Fleet  on  its  return  voyage,  in  consequence 
of  the  war. 
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The  farmers  to  be  informed  that  next  year,  a certain  quantity 
of  peas  and  beans  will  be  required — peas  at  6|  and  beans  at  5| 
Eds.  per  muid. 

April  3. — Petition  of  Michiel  Ley  and  others,  who  had  on  the 
30th  August  bought  the  liquor  lease,  but  were  unable  and 
unwilling  to  carry  out  the  conditions  inserted  in  the  contract. 
The  Governor  accordingly  had  the  lease  put  up  again,  which 
realised  f9,960  less,  and  of  this  amount  the  petitioners  requested 
that  payment  should  not  be  demanded  of  them.  Petition  not 
allowed,  but,  as  it  was  a personal  case  between  the  Governor  and 
some  members  of  the  Council,  it  was  decided  to  refer  it  to  the 
Directors,  who  are  to  decide  whether  the  claim  shall  be  enforced  or 
not.  The  petitioners  are  to  submit  to  their  ruling,  and  all  papers 
to  be  sent  to  Holland. 

A free  black  allowed  a free  passage  to  Batavia  for  himself  and 
family. 

A piece  of  ground  allowed  for  one  year  to  H.  Eodenburgh. 

Armosyn,  lately  Matron  of  the  Company’s  slave  children, 
and  manumitted  for  her  faithful  services,  is  granted  the  freedom 
of  her  daughter  on  condition  that  she  (Armosyn)  shall  serve  the 
Company  three  years  longer. 

April  7. — As  the  Mauritius  station  had  been  abandoned,  it  was 
resolved  to  order  the  “ Leidsman  ” and  “ Meervliet  ” to  call  there 
and  ship  for  India  all  the  ebony  and  wagon  wood  ready  cut  on 
that  Island. 

The  Commissioner  requests  the  members  of  the  Council  to  give 
him  each  on  paper  his  opiuion  on  the  tax  in  the  shape  of  tithes  on 
corn. 

The  lease  of  everything  to  be  put  up  separately,  but  not  to  be 
sold  if  it  does  not  fetch  the  reserve  price.  Ten  Damme  allowed  a 
piece  of  land  in  “ Groeue  Ivloof  ” for  another  year. 

The  Burgher  Councillors  having  seats  in  the  Court  of  Justice 
(where  they  act  as  Magistrates  when  Burgher  cases  are  to  be  tried), 
at  the  Orphan  Board  and  that  of  Marriage  and  Petty  Cases,  find  it  a 
most  inconvenient  arrangement  to  them.  It  was  resolved  to  relieve 
those  serving  at  the  Marriage  and  Petty  Cases  board,  and  to  ask 
them  to  frame  a list  of  candidates  from  the  most  respectable  of 
the  Burghers. 

As  Mrs.  Scheideruit  is  willing  to  take  Marie,  the  daughter  of 
Armosyn  (see  April  3),  with  her  to  Batavia,  she  is  allowed  to  do 
so,  provided  the  girl  is  replaced  by  a slave  boy  named  Tandewa, 
well  versed  in  gardening,  who  will  in  consequence  obtain  his  liberty 
three  years  hence,  according  to  the  arrangement  made  in  the  case 
of  Marie. 

Discussion  on  a resolution  adopted  when  Commissioner  Gen. 
Johan  van  Hoorn  was  here,  viz.,  the  appointment  of  country 
governors  for  the  Hospital  and  a commissioner  “ politique  ” to 


attend  church  meetings.  Decided  to  consider  the  matter  and  to 
come  to  a conclusion  as  soon  as  possible. 

April  8. — Death  of  Fiscal  Jan  Blesius. 

April  10. — Funeral  of  Fiscal  Blesius ; Governor  S.  v.  d.  Stcl 
pi’esent. 

April  12. — Answers  of  the  Members  of  Council  to  the  points 
given  them  for  consideration  by  Commissioner  De  Vos. 

The  wall  around  the  Hospital  to  he  completed.  The  chief 
surgeon’s  house,  and  an  apartment  for  the  mentally  diseased,  and 
further  whatever  had  been  decided  upon  by  Commissioner  J.  van 
Hoorn,  to  be  built.  Clothes  to  be  made  for  the  poor  patients. 
Hundred  pieces  of  each  article.  Likewise  coverlets  and  mattresses. 
This  will  fully  satisfy  resolution  of  10th  February,  1710.  The 
be  filing  of  deceased  patients,  brought  by  them  iuto  the  hospital, 
to  remain  in  it.  Sixteen  slaves  always  to  assist  in  the  same.  All 
recipes  of  the  surgeons  to  be  written  in  a book,  as  is  customary  in 
India,  that  it  may  always  be  clear  what  medicines  have  been  used. 

Oloff  Bergh  and  W.  Helot  to  he  Commissioners  to  whom  the 
Superintendent  is  to  report  every  morning  and  evening.  The 
Commissioners  are  again  to  report  to  the  Governor,  and  also  sign 
the  orders  for  admitting  or  discharging  patients.  These  orders  are 
at  once  to  be  given  by  the  “ siekenvader  ” (superintendent)  to  the 
surgeon.  All  soldiers  and  sailors  henceforth  to  be  buried  iu 
coffins,  to  keep  up  the  European  custom  before  the  natives.  The 
soldiers’  graveyard  to  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible. 

Landdrost  and  H.H.  strongly  urged  to  continue  tree-planting, 
in  order  to  ornament  the  ways  as  much  as  possible,  and  make 
them  pleasant.  The  wood  would  also  be  of  use. 

As  the  “ title  deeds  ” require  that  everyone  shall,  in  place  of  the 
wood  cut  down,  plant  oaks  or  other  trees,  and  the  owners  or 
occupiers  declared  that  they  have  refrained  from  doing  so,  because 
the  trees  harbour  birds  which  feed  on  the  vines  and  grain,  and 
injure  both,  and  also  because  they  have  only  about  60  morgen 
each,  it  was  resolved  to  authorize  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  to 
fix  upon  spots  most  favourable  for  tree-planting.  All  to  be  under 
an  overseer,  that  this  desirable  improvement  may  be  properly 
carried  out  and  cared  for. 

The  Commissioners,  Capt.  Adolf  Joh.  v.  d.  Laau  and  the  junior 
merchant,  W.  v.  Putten,  report  that  iu  the  mountains  of  Waveren 
a variety  of  wood  is  procurable,  which  can  also  be  brought  on  by 
wagon.  It  is  also  said  that  at  the  “ Rivier  Zonder  End  ” good 
timber  and  wagon  wood  can  be  obtained.  Resolved  to  make 
inquiry,  and  that  W.  van  Putten  and  the  head  gardener, 
J.  llartogh,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  country  hereabout, 
shall  form  a commission  for  that  purpose. 

It  was  further  considered  that  the  timber  could  not  be  easily 
conveyed  by  sea,  as  had  been  believed,  there  being  no  port  for  a 
vessel ; also,  the  forests  are  some  miles  away  from  the  sea,  and  the 
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timber  cannot  be  brought  down  in  the  form  of  rafts.  Besides, 
Cape  wood  lying  in  water  finally  sinks.  Small  vessels  sent  to  fetch 
the  timber  would  not  pay,  and  might  get  lost.  Consequently  it 
was  resolved  to  postpone  the  further  inquiry  whether  the  timber 
could  be  conveyed  by  water,  until  in  the  meantime  some  more 
information  has  been  obtained,  as  hitherto  all  voyages  to  the 
Eastward  have  proved  very  disastrous. 

Willem  van  Putten  in  the  meanwhile  to  inspect  the  forests  at 
the  River  “ Zonder  End,”  that  a report  may  be  drawn  up  for  the 
Directors.  Van  der  Laan,  having  to  take  military  office  on  the 
1st  of  May,  is  discharged  as  commissioner  in  this  matter. 

The  Commissioner  recommended  that  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  raise  provisions,  grow  wood,  and  improve  the  water 
supply.  The  new  plantations  at  “ Rondebosch  ” and  “ Paradise  ” 
to  be  inspected  by  Commissioners,  and  tlx  3 ti’ees  to  be  thinned 
that  they  may  grow  well. 

The  Landdrost  and  Heeinraden  to  search  for  a proper  place 
where  tiles  can  be  made,  also  bricks,  &c.,  and  to  report  whether  or 
not  the  work  shall  be  entrusted  to  the  bui'ghers.  To  be  after- 
wards decided  whether  the  work  of  burning  lime  shall  remain 
in  the  Company’s  hands,  or  left  also  to  the  burghers. 

Train  oil  prepared  by  Phyffer  at  Saldanha  Bay  ; and  it  is  to  be 
considered  whether  the  Company  shall  boil  any  down  at  Meeuwen 
Island. 

Some  contract  to  be  made  with  ex-Grovernor  S.  v.  d.  Stel,  or 
other  burghers,  for  providing  the  Company  with  dry  fish. 

Tenders  to  be  asked  for  the  supply  of  onions. 

There  being  fo,800  outstanding  as  ax-rears  in  the  freemen’s 
books,  the  Fiscal  and  two  Commissioners  are  appointed  to 
examine  those  books  and  report  who  are  able  to  pay.  The  Land- 
drost and  Heemraden  of  Stellenbosch  to  do  the  same  thing  there. 
To  report  once  a year. 

The  Commissioner  had  been  informed  that  the  advances  of 
goods  on  produce  had  been  of  no  service,  and  he  advised  again 
that  it  should  be  notified,  in  order  to  create  a market  for  the 
Company’s  goods,  that  everything  could  be  had  in  cash  in  the 
Company’s  stores,  and  at  fixed  prices. 

The  “ dispens  boekjes  ” to  be  kept  in  money  columns.  The 
arrack  and  vinegar  to  be  transferred  to  the  “ dispens  ” (retail  store). 
The  l’etailer  is  continually  to  draw  from  the  depot  what  is  wanted 
for  rations.  The  depot  keeper  is  to  keep  the  European  beer  and 
wine  separate. 

All  Committees  appointed,  are  annually  to  produce  their  reports 
in  the  Council,  in  case  a resolution  is  required  on  them. 

The  Directors  to  he  informed  that  it  would  not  he  advisable  to 
claim  the  tenth  (tithe)  of  peas  and  beans,  as  the  people  would  leave 
off  planting  them.  The  price  per  muid  had.  already  been  reduced 
by  | Rd.  The  wines,  however,  might  be  taxed  at  4^  Rds.  seeing 
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that  they  are  sold  from  40  to  50  Rds.  This  tax  would  bring  in 
as  much  as  the  tithe  required.  The  Directors  also  to  be  advised 
to  have  a stock  of  wine  on  hand,  which  may  grow  old.  For  this 
purpose  they  should  buy  a sufficient  quantity  when  the  wine  is 
only  25  Rds.  per  leaguer.  The  young  wines  generally  sent  on 
board  turn  sour. 

The  Directors  further  to  be  advised  to  buy  up  all  the  grain  and 
wine,  and  then  to  resell  them  to  the  public,  bakers  and  licensed 
victuallers  at  a profit. 

April  13. — Not  considered  advisablo  to  levy  the  tithe  on  cattle. 
The  people  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  are  already  to  pay 
“ horn  ” money,  i.e.,  1 gl.  for  100  sheep,  and  5 gl.  for  large  cattle. 
This  tax  is  used  for  repairing  roads  and  making  bridges,  also  for 
paying  the  premiums  offered  for  killing  wild  beasts.  Even  this 
money  is  collected  with  difficulty,  so  many  being  unable  to  pay. 
During  dry  seasons  much  cattle  die,  and  one  bad  year  puts  the 
farmer  so  far  back,  that  it  takes  him  many  years  to  recover. 
Some  tax,  however,  might  fairly  be  levied  on  those  who  only  rent 
their  farms. 

Those  of  Tigerberg  and  other  places  should  also  be  taxed  like 
those  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein.  Weights  and  measures  to 
be  stamped,  and  bread  to  be  properly  sold  by  weight.  Rules 
framed  against  fii'es. 

Rds.  3 to  be  levied  on  every  half-aum  of  wine  exported, 
according  to  the  old  rules  framed  by  the  Directors. 

The  lease  of  foreign  beer  having  only  produced  f3,000,  and  the 
lessee  only  buying  from  the  Company  when  he  can  get  it  nowhere 
else,  it  was  decided  to  advise  the  Directors  that  henceforth  the 
beer  should  be  sold  directly  by  the  Company,  as  with  a profit  of 
f30  per  cask,  the  revenue  would  be  more  satisfactorily  increased. 

To  buy  up  all  corn,  and  then  resell  with  profit. 

The  brewer,  Mensinck,  objects  to  the  lease  of  the  Cape  beer 
licence,  and  declares  that  it  will  ruin  him  if  he  is  to  sell  to  a 
“ lessee.”  Resolved  accordingly,  that  besides  the  lessee  everybody 
shall  be  allowed  to  “ tap,”  if  they  only  pay  the  excise  before 
removing  the  beer  from  the  brewery.  The  brewer  may  go  in  for 
the  lease  likewise. 

Discussion  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  leave  the  Groene- 
kloof. 

Albert  ten  Berghuys  allowed  to  remain  here. 

The  old  Burgherraad  Henning  Huysing,  now  63  years  old, 
pleads  age  and  weakness  and  is  relieved  from  Burgher  service. 

Joh.  Berloche  to  come  over  from  the  Island  to  explain  about 
certain  articles  stolen  by  him. 

Sergeant  C.  Barentsz  made  Ensign. 

The  apothecary  Jan.  Casper  Rigtor  receives  6 reals  for  board 
money  and  four  cans  of  sack  per  month. 

The  soldier  Coert  Roeloffsz,  carpenter,  receives  his  free  papers. 
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H.  Frappe  permanently  appointed  as  assistant  at  f'24  per  month- 

Jacobus  van  der  Hey  den  and  Valentyn  Cleynveld  made  mem- 
bers of  the  Marriage  Board  and  petty  cases. 

April  15. — Last  session  of  Commissioner  de  Yos.  Ex-Governor 
S.  van  der  Stel  and  Phyffer  offer  to  supply  salt  fish,  and  ask  for 
the  use  of  Saldanha  Bay  and  the  Islands  for  14  years,  and  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishing  there.  They  wish  the  Company  to 
supply  them  with  casks,  and  assist  them  with  the  necessary  vessels 
for  conveying  the  fish,  as  they  have  only  one  small  vessel.  On 
one  of  the  Islands  they  will  keep  about  500  sheep,  and  make  a 
garden  there  to  supply  calling  ships  with  vegetables.  They  will 
also  be  prepared  to  deliver  gratis  as  much  train  oil  as  the  Company 
may  require,  if  the  utensils  are  only  allowed  them  for  preparing 
the  same.  The  Commissioner  considered  it  a good  offer,  as  it  had 
already  been  decided  to  inquire  whether  the  supply  of  salted  and 
dried  fish  should  not  he  farmed  out,  and  that  the  Council  should 
consider  the  matter. 

Willem  van  Putten  appointed  provisional  Fiscal,  vice  Blesius 
deceased,  and  under  certain  restrictions.  Job.  Swellengreb el  again 
made  member  of  the  Council,  and  is,  as  a former  member,  to  sit 
next  to  the  junior  merchant  Cruse. 

The  Commissioner  stated  that  this  was  his  last  session  at  the 
board,  and  admonished  the  members  to  live  in  peace  and  unity 
with  one  another,  helping  the  Governor  with  advice  and  assistance, 
and  not  to  remember  matters  which  have  already  occurred,  so  that, 
there  being  one  mind  between  the  Governor  and  Council,  the 
interests  of  the  Company  might  be  promoted,  and  the  inhabitants 
governed  properly.  All  promised  to  do  what  they  could  to  promote 
harmony. 

From  the  meeting  the  Commissioner  proceeded  to  the  jetty, 
accompanied  by  the  “ Secunde  ” and  the  Councillors,  &c.,  the 
Governor  being  ill  in  bed — and  with  the  usual  ceremonies  embarked 
on  board  the  “Noordbeek.” 

April  17. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet,  sixteen  vessels,  eight 
English  ships  accompanying  them. 

April  23. — Decision  of  the  Council  about  the  two  ships  to  be  sent 
to  Mauritius  to  take  in  the  goods  left  there  after  the  abandonment 
of  that  station.  Instructions  to  the  officers.  The  11th  May  fixed 
for  testing  weights  and  measures. 

To  give  notice  that  for  next  year  (1712)  150  muids  of  onions 
will  be  wanted,  for  which  tenders  will  be  asked. 

Capt.  van  der  Laan,  president  of  the  Marriage  and  Petty  Cases 
Board,  states  in  the  case  of  the  burgher  Valentjm  Cleynveld, 
Corporal  of  a Burgher  Company,  and  now  made  a member  of  the 
Marriage  Board,  that  it  is  not  proper  that  members  of  the  same, 
at  which  they  sit  as  judges,  have  perhaps  shortly  afterwards  to  act 
as  a sub-officer  or  sentry  under  those  whose  cases  they  may  shortly 
before  have  deoided  as  judges.  It  was  resolved  that  those  who  are 
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membei’s  of  the  Orphan  or  Marriage  Board,  but  no  chief  officer  at 
the  same  time,  shall  be  exempt  from  burgher  duty. 

May  2. — Certain  slaves  sentenced  to  be  executed. 

May  21. — No  masts  to  be  landed  from  the  “ Diemen.” 

June  1. — The  lessee  “ Phyffer  ” allowed  an  extension  of  time  to 
pay  the  second  instalment  of  his  lease. 

Promotions  on  the  “ Huis  ter  Leeden.” 

The  contract  with  ex-Grovernor  S.  van  der  Stel  and  Phyffer 
settled.  Conditions  stated.  They  agree  with  the  offer  of  Yan 
der  Stel.  (See  above). 

As  the  fugitive  slaves  do  not  care  much  about  being  scourged, 
Helot  proposes,  and  it  is  carried  unanimously,  to  scourge  and  brand 
them  for  the  first  offence ; for  the  second,  another  brand  on  the  cheek, 
and  for  the  third  to  have  their  ears  and  nose  cut  off,  if  during 
their  flight  they  have  committed  no  murder.  This  amendment 
to  be  carried  out  to-day. 

Maurice  Berlocher  is  unwilling  to  confess  (see  above),  and  is  sent 
back  to  the  Island. 

The  general  placcaat  ordered  to  be  prepared.  The  acting  Fiscal 
reports  that  the  skipper  of  the  Mercurius  ” had  lauded  18  planks, 
which  he  had  seized,  and  submits  that  they  should  be  confiscated, 
in  order  to  prevent  further  smuggling.  Coffins  might  be  made 
out  of  them  for  soldiers  and  sailors.  Approved  of. 

The  Fiscal  also  stated  that  he  had  no  house  outside  of  the  castle, 
aud  that  his  office  required  it  that  he  should  live  outside.  House- 
rent  allowed  him  for  the  purpose. 

June  8. — The  Council  resolves  to  send  a copy  of  the  conditions, 
on  which  it  is  prepared  to  enter  into  a contract  with  Messrs.  Yan 
der  Stel  and  Phyffer,  to  both,  by  Lieut.  K.  J.  Slotsboo  and  the 
merchant  Swellengrebel,  that  they  may  state  whether  they  are 
willing  to  take  it. 

The  barley  at  Yisser’s  hoek  to  be  measured,  that  it  may  be 
ascertained  whether  any  more  cannot  be  raised  there  for  the  daily 
requirements  of  the  Company. 

June  11. — Arrangements  made  about  the  transhipment  of  some 
tea,  also  for  sowing  more  barley  at  Yisser’s  hoek. 

Contract  closed  with  ex-Grovernor  S.  van  der  Stel.  Some  further 
conditions  added,  all  the  conditions  stated  here. 

June  23. — Some  linen  to  be  sold  by  auction,  also  other  damaged 
articles.  Also  the  damaged  portions  of  the  cargoes  of  the 
“ Zeehaan”  and  “ Ham.” 

The  placcaat  against  fire,  issued  by  Governor  Simon  van  der 
Stel,  to  be  amended  aud  re-issued. 

The  chief  woodcutter  Antonie  Bersum,  degraded  to  the  rank 
of  soldier,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  away,  in  consequence  of  bad 
conduct  and  drunkenness. 

July  30. — Garrison  mustered,  732  souls  in  all. 
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July  15. — Bakers  to  sell  a white  loaf  weighing  f lb.  for  one 
penny.  Wheat  is  scarce  and  dear,  now  costing  13  or  14  gl.  per 
muid.  Offenders  to  be  punished. 

The  wreck  of  the  “ Zeehaan  ” to  be  sold  by  auction. 

July  19. — The  liquor  lease  to  be  offered  as  usual. 

The  placcaat  against  fire  re-issued.  The  whole  given  here. 

July  31. — Liquor  lease  realized  f43,730. 

August  23. — Certain  questions  of  the  Fiscal  relating  to  himself^ 
regarding  the  Fire  placcaat,  answered. 

The  case  of  the  captain  of  the  English  ship  “ Meath,”  who 
refused  to  surrender  certain  deserters  from  Batavia.  (See  the 
letter  to  the  Directors). 

Resolved  to  offer  for  sale  the  tithes  due  on  the  barley  still 
standing  on  the  lands  of  the  farmers. 

August  24. — The  rest  of  the  history  of  the  English  captain  and 
the  deserters. 

An  anchor  refused  to  that  captain  in  accordance  with  the 
general  positive  orders  received  from  the  Directors  on  these 
subjects. 

September  1. — All  in  arrear  with  their  tithes  of  bread  and  seed 
corn  for  1711  to  be  warned  to  pay  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

September  5. — The  lease  of  the  tithes  on  barley  to  be  withheld 
if  not  sold  for  f500. 

September  13. — According  to  the  orders  received  from  the 
Directors,  the  tithes  of  wheat  and  rye  were  to  be  publicly  sold. 

W.  Mensink  appointed  Captain  of  the  burgher  infantry,  vice 
Captain  Corn.  Botma. 

Sergt.  Joh.  Heufke  made  Lieutenant. 

The  implements  required  for  the  fire  brigade  to  be  obtained. 

Certain  merchandize  to  be  sold. 

The  shambles  and  other  buildings  to  be  repaired. 

The  burghers  to  convey  the  straw  and  the  timber  to  be  cut  in 
the  young  forest,  which  is  being  thinned  out. 

As  transport  was  with  difficulty  obtained,  it  was  resolved  no 
longer  to  give  rations  of  fuel,  as  transport  for  it  must  be  paid. 

Fuel  only  to  be  brought  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the 
Court  of  Justice  and  their  secretaries,  also  to  the  minister. 

As  draught  oxen  are  very  scarce,  Sergeant  Douderstadt  is  sent  to 
the  Hottentot  tribes  to  buy  some. 

September  27. — Don  and  coal  landed  from  the  “ Horstendaal,” 
&c. ; as  much  as  is  required  for  the  settlement. 

October  30. — “ Whereas  Johan  Colmer  had  married  a wife  in 
the  new  church  at  Amsterdam,  and  another  here,  according  to  his 
own  free  confession,  and  so  committed  the  crime  of  bigamy,  the 
Court  of  Justice  decided  that  the  marriage  with  the  second  wife, 
Catharina  Marquart,  is  dissolved,  and  that  she  is  freed  from  all 
obligations  in  that  way,  and  may  marry  again  as  soon  as  she 
likes.  The  prisoner,  however,  is  bereft  of  his  office,  rank  and  pay,. 
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proclaimed  to  be  honourless,  infamous,  and  unfit  to  serve  the  Com- 
pany again.  He  is  further  condemned  to  be  brought  to  the. 
ordinary  place  of  justice,  and  there  to  stand  publicly  exposed  with 
a paper  on  his  breast,  on  which  shall  be  written  in  large 
characters,  ‘ The  Taker  and  Possessor  of  Two  Wives.’  He  shall 
further  hold  a distaff  under  each  arm,  and  stand  so  for  an  hour. 
After  that  he  shall  serve  the  Company  as  a convict  for  five  years 
on  Robben  Island,  and  pay  200  Eds.  pro  fisco.” 

November  10. — The  ordinary  annual  deficits  in  the  stores 
written  off. 

November  17. — Request  of  the  Orphan  board  that  the  secretary 
of  the  marriage  board  and  the  clerks  or  sextons  should  be  ordered 
once  for  all,  at  once  to  report  those  who  have  been  married  or 
died,  to  the  secretary,  in  order  that  a proper  register  might  be 
kept,  and  all  confusion  avoided.  Request  granted.  Certain 
damaged  articles  to  be  written  off. 

As  the  road  before  the  church  has  been  cut  up  by  water, 
threatening  destruction  to  the  sexton’s  house,  if  left  as  it  is,  and 
also  to  the  wall  of  the  churchyard,  so  that  people  may  tumble  into 
the  canal,  the  Administrator  asked  whether  another  direction 
might  not  be  given  to  the  watercourse,  and  the  same  should  not 
be  protected  by  walls.  Resolved  accordingly. 

December  1. — Burgher  Councillors  cemplain  that,  in  spite  of 
the  declaration  of  the  committee  appointed,  the  tithes  have  been 
required  of  bread  and  seed  corn.  They  urge  that  the  people  clean 
the  wheat  for  the  Company,  and  convey  it  to  the  Fort  in  their 
own  wagons,  whereas,  according  to  the  custom  prevailing  in 
Holland,  the  tithes  are  taken  from  the  fields  by  the  Government. 
They  therefore  request  that  at  least  this  year  the  people  may  be 
exempted  from  such  tithes. 

It  was  considered  that  the  promise  referred  to  was  based  on  the 
placcaat  of  19th  December,  1708,  which,  however,  had  been  can- 
celled by  order  of  the  Directors  of  29th  July,  1710,  received  here 
on  the  15th  .February,  1711,  and  which  demanded  such  tithes,  and 
that  therefore  the  latter  must  be  claimed  until  further  orders  from 
home. 

Certain  wine  leakage  to  be  written  off. 

Six  guilders  to  be  paid  for  a load  as  carriage. 

December  8. — There  being  no  arrack  or  European  brandy  in. 
stock,  it  was  decided  to  buy  half  a leaguer  of  Cape  brandy. 

Deoember  15. — The  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  of  Stellenbosoh 
to  be  informed  that,  in  consequence  of  a petition  of  the  Burgher- 
raden,  all  who  live  on  this  side  of  the  Mosselbanks  and  Kuils 
Rivers  are  to  be  considered  as  within  the  Cape  boundaries,  and 
to  receive  their  orders  from  the  Governor  and  Council.  But  that 
those  living  uuder  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  are  to  receive 
their  orders  from  the  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  for  riding  on 
things,  or  doing  other  burgher  service. 
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Cornelius  Botma  to  be  Elder,  vice  J.  H.  Ylok,  and  Joh.  Kien 
ditto  vice  Seb.  Sigismond  for  the  Cape. 

J.  d.  L.  Eontaine  to  be  orphan  master,  vice  Joh.  Swellengrebel, 
on  the  Company’s  side,  and  Petrus  Tavenraath  and  Jan  Heufke 
to  replace  Claas  Hendriksz.  Diepenauw  and  Cornelius  Botma  for 
the  burghers. 

H.  Bouman  and  W.  Mensink  to  be  burgher  councillors  vice 
Abraham  Diemen  and  H.  Donker. 

As  in  consequence  of  the  prosperous  harvest,  meal  is  now  selling 
at  f8'10,  bakers  shall  sell  a penny  loaf  weighing  1|  lb.,  whilst 
their  twopenny  coarse  loaves  shall  weigh  31bs.  Offenders  to  be 
subject  to  the  penalties  mentioned  in  the  placcaat. 

December  22  — To-day  some  members  of  the  Council  and  others 
went  to  congratulate  the  Governor  on  his  birthday,  visiting  him  in 
his  bedroom.  It  was  his  51st  birthday.  They  were  invited  to 
dinner,  and  spent  a quiet,  pleasant  afternoon. 

December  24. — The  Grovernor  very  ill.  Elections  left  to  the 
Administrator.  Jac.  de  Lange  and  Jan  Oberliolster  to  be  deacons 
for  Stellenbosch,  vice  H.  Scheffer  and  Arend  Gildenhuys.  Pieter 
van  der  Byl  to  be  elder,  vice  Dirk  Coetsee.  Abraham  de  Yilliers 
to  be  elder  for  Drakenstein,  vice  P.  de  Yilliers,  H.  Bosman  and 
Jac.  de  Yilliers  to  be  deacons,  vice  J.  Durand  and  Jacques 
Theron. 

As  commissioner  political,  Captain  Adolf  Joan  van  Laan  was 
chosen. 

Dirk  Coetsee  and  J.  Botma  made  Heemraden  of  Stellenbosoh, 
vice  W.  Pretorius  and  Warner  van  den  Brink. 

Pieter  Rosseaux  and  Ary  Krygsman  made  Heemraden  of 
Drakenstein,  vice  Claude  Marais  and  Dan.  Hugot. 

December  27. — Death  of  Grovernor  Louis  van  Assenburgh,  after 
an  illness  of  fully  eight  months. 

December  28. — Arrangements  for  the  Governor’s  funeral. 
Appointment  of  W.  Helot  as  Acting  Governor.  Arrangements 
the  same  as  those  made  for  the  burial  of  the  late  Governor  Bax  on 
the  29th  June,  1678. 

Cornells  Barents  and  Jan  Alders  to  be  members  of  the  marriage 
board,  vice  Pieter  Kiekse  and  Jac.  Yoet. 

1712. 

January  2. — Burial  of  Governor  Louis  van  Assenburgh. 

January  4. — New  Year’s  congratulations  at  Government 
House. 

January  12. — Bakers  submit  to  Council’s  resolution  to  bake  for 
2d.  per  white  loaf  of  1|  lb.,  and  Id.  per  brown  loaf  of  3 lbs.  It 
is  considered  that  they  are  capable  of  supplying  everybody.  To 
be  fined  if  not  carrying  out  this  agreement. 
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New  sailors’  quarters  to  be  built,  the  old  place  being  leaky  and 
draughty,  and  causing  sickness  to  the  men. 

Resolved  to  postpone  the  suggestion  of  the  late  General  J.  van 
Hoorn,  to  pay,  when  the  harvest  is  bountiful,  to  the  farmers 
Is.  3d.  in  money  and  2s.  3d.  in  goods  for  their  produce,  in  order 
to  help  the  trade  of  the  Company,  and  to  some  extent  cover  the 
loss  which  it  sustains  by  taking  the  grain  from  the  people,  whom 
it  is  in  that  way  doing  a great  service.  Postponed  until  the 
general  returns  have  been  received,  and  in  the  meanwhile  consult 
the  people. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Court  of  Justice,  Thiebault,  suspended  by 
Governor  L,  van  Assenburgh,  restored  to  office,  because  the 
Council  had  found  nothing  wherewith  to  charge  him.  He  retains 
the  right  of  prosecuting  those  who  have  caused  his  suspension. 

January  21. — Arrival  of  the  provision  ship. 

January  28.— A soldier  banished  for  desertion. 

February  13.— Arrival  of  the  Return  Fleet  under  Com- 
missioner Pieter  van  Hoorn. 

March  1. — Arrival  of  the  Ceylon  Squadron. 

May  7. — Two  cases  of  stabbing  punished  by  the  Court  of 
Justice. 

June  4. — A slave  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive  for  arson; 
another  to  be  hanged  for  theft. 

June  30. — Garrison  consists  of  632  men. 

July  16. — Two  white  men  hanged  for  desertion,  sheep-stealing, 
and  attempt  to  murder.  A slave  who  accompanied  them  to  have 
his  ears  and  nose  cut  off. 

August  31. — The  annual  lease  of  the  liquor  trade  fetched 
f 62, 22  7. 

1713. 

January  23. — A Javanese  “Guru”  sentenced  to  death  for 
instigating  slaves  to  run  away,  harbouring  and  arming  them. 

February  11. — Arrival  of  the  Return  Fleet  with  Admiral 
Steelant  on  board,  who  is  commissioned  to  inspect  Cape  affairs. 

February  11. — The  orders  originally  promulgated  in  1656, 
made  compulsory  on  the  24th  March,  1695. 

March  1. — Steeland  examines  and  tries  the  powder  at  the 
Castle. 

March  7. — News  of  peace  between  England  and  France. 

March  13. — First  rain  after  five  months’  drought. 

March  31. — Steeland’s  farewell  dinner. 

April  1. — Return  fleet  detained  two  days. — Rain. 

April  5. — Official  embarkation  of  Admiral  Steelandt. 

April  8. — Heavy  thunderstorm. 

April  9. — Small-pox. 

April  10. — Departure  of  Admiral  Steelandt  and  the  Fleet. 

April  21. — An  old  slave  of  nearly  100  years  died  of  small-pox. 
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April  29. — The  pestilence  approaching  the  Netherlands  (news 
from  home.) 

May  2. — The  air  very  unwholesome. 

May  6. — The  Hottentots  almost  exterminated  by  the  small-pox. 

May  9. — Two  pigeons  fall  down  dead  from  the  Governor’s 
house  in  the  Castle. 

May  11.— Extraordinary  heat. 

May  15. — The  burg  hex’s  die  of  small-pox  in  large  numbers. 

May  19. — The  Hottentots  endeavour  to  flee  from  the  small-pox, 
but  are  killed  by  another  tribe  among  whom  they  had  intended  to 
take  refuge. 

May  26. — News  of  peace  in  Europe.  The  pestilence  coming 
nearer  to  Holland. 

May  29. — Rain. 

June  2. — Van  den  Heuvel  appointed  Landdrostof  Stellenbosch. 

June  11. — Small-pox  diminishing.  The  number  carried  off 
since  the  1st  of  April  is  160. 

June  25. — Small-pox  raging  in  the  country.  Not  20  healthy 
people  in  Drakenstein. 

July  4. — News  of  the  probable  peace  between  Holland,  France 
and  Spain.  The  pestilence. 

July  4. — A slave  tried  and  executed  for  rape.  Sentence  as 
follows  : — To  be  bound  on  a cross  and  have  the  flesh  pinched  from 
the  body  with  red  hot  irons  in  four  different  places.  After  that 
to  be  broken  on  the  wheel,  without  receiving  the  coup  de  grace , 
and  to  be  left  on  it  till  he  dies.  After  that  his  head  was  to  be  cut 
off,  and  the  body  brought  to  the  outside  place  of  execution,  there 
to  be  left  exposed  to  the  air  and  the  birds  of  the  air.  The  head 
to  be  affixed  to  a pole  on  the  spot  where  he  had  first  assaulted  the 
girl.  The  prisoner  to  pay  all  expenses. 

July  4. — Matthys  of  Ternate  punished  for  running  away  and 
cattle  theft,  &c.  Sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

July  16. — Stormy  weather. 

August  13. — The  soldier,  Jan  Krol  of  Hamburgh,  wounded  by 
a tiger.  A bullet  sent  through  the  head  of  the  beast  by  Corporal 
Matthys  Wessels  whilst  it  was  lying  upon  Krol.  “ Waerlyck 
geluckige  schoot  voor  Jan  Krol.” 

August  26. — Loss  of  slaves  by  small-pox. 

August  30. — 1 The  liquor  lease  produces  f 57, 675. 

September  16. — The  “ Koning  Karel”  brings  news  of  the 
appointment  of  M.  P.  de  Chavonnes,  as  Extraordinary  Councillor 
for  India  and  Governor  of  the  Cape.  He  will  proceed  hither  in 
the  Autumn.  Also  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  11th  April,  1713, 
between  France  and  Holland. 

September  26. — The  “Meervliet”  brings  news  that  the  Peace 
of  Utrecht  had  been  ratified  on  the  12th  May. 

September  27. — The  “ Meervliet,”  in  Saldanha  Bay,  provided 
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with  25  leaguers  of  water,  and  daily  to  be  provided  with  as  many 
sheep  as  are  required,  and  allowed  to  take  12  alive  with  it. 

September  27. — The  peaoe  proclamation  to  be  publicly  read  on 
the  7th  October. 

French  war  ships  arrive  with  letters  from  the  States-General  to 
serve  them  as  passports  for  four  years,  and  permit  Mr.  Guymont 
de  Ooudrav,  coraman  ling  the  “ Mercurius,”  to  leave  Brest  and 
Rochelle,  or  any  other  French  port,  for  the  East  Indies,  and  thence 
to  return  with  his  cargo  to  Port  Louis  or  elsewhere  in  France.  No 
one  to  hinder  him  in  this.  Letters  dated  the  Hague,  20th  June, 
1713. 

October  7. — Peace  proclamation  read  from  the  Castle.  (Con- 
tents given.) 

Ootober  7. — Picnic  to  be  given  by  the  Commander  in  the 
gardens  below  Lion’s  Hill,  where  a tent  of  green  leaves  had  been 
erected.  Time:  To-morrow  at  4 p.m. 

October  8. — Thanksgiving  servioe  for  the  peace.  Guns  dis- 
charged by  the  ships  and  the  Castle.  Picnic  took  place  in  the 
afternoon.  Heavy  rain  ; guests  consequently  proceed  to  Govern- 
ment House.  Fireworks,  tar  barrels,  hue  suppers,  &c  , &o. 

December  11. — Fine  harvest  and  wine  season.  Have  not 
sufficient  quantity  of  casks  to  hold  the  wine.  Bunches  con- 
sequently left  hanging  on  the  trees. 

December  17. — People  commence  to  marry  again  after  the 
small-pox. 

December  18. — Commenced  the  work  of  repairing  the 
fortifications. 

December  25. — A boat  of  the  English  return  ship  “ Great 
London  ” capsized  in  the  Bay  by  the  S.E.  Said  vessel  made  a 
signal  of  distress,  and  a boat  was  sent  off  from  shore  to  assist  in 
the  evening.  (Moonlight.) 

December  26. — Nineteen  men  of  the  English  ship  drowned. 

December  29. — Heemraden  of  Stellenbosch  sworn  in. 

1714. 

January  3. — Heavy  bush  fire  behind  Devil  and  Table 
Mountains. 

Jauuary  4 — -Cattle  farmers  complaining  of  want  of  water. 

“ Maar  wie  kan  bet  den  boer  van  passe  mrken  ? " 

January  7. — S )mo  16  fugitive  slaves  who  had  conspired,  armed 
themselves,  and  did  much  mischief.  They  resisted  the  officers  of 
justice,  shot  a soldier,  and  murdered  a Hottentot  woman.  Thej' 
were  now  brought  up  for  examination. 

January  12. — The  newly  appointed  board  of  marriage  sworn  in. 

January  13. — Because  of  the  harvest  the  commission  of  civil 
oases  postpone  their  meeting. 
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January  30. — Hardly  any  slaves  at  hand  to  discharge  the  ships 
on  account  of  the  small-pox. 

January  31. — The  “ Noorderquartier  from  Batavia  brings 
uew«  of  the  death  of  Abraham  van  Riebeek,  “ waardoor  d ’E.  Compe 
waerlyk  een  groot  werktuig  ontijdig  ontvallen  is.”  C.  van  Swol 
succeeds  him  as  Governor-General.  The  said  vessel  is  one  of  the 
return  fleet,  under  the  late  senior  merchant,  Antonie  Yalkenier. 

February  7.— The  sentences  passed  on  the  fugitive  slaves,  and 
the  whole  history  of  the  case.  “ Tromp  ” to  be  empaled  alive, 
and  to  remain  in  that  position  till  he  dies.  “ Cupido  ” to  be  put 
on  a cross,  his  right  hand  to  he  cut  off,  and  with  “ Neptunus  ” to 
be  broken  on  the  wheel,  and  then  to  be  left  on  a hurdle  until  dead. 

“ Titus  ” to  be  broken  with  the  coup  dt  grace.  Jeroon  and  Thomas 
to  be  hanged  ; three  others  to  be  scourged  and  have  their  right 
heels  cut  off.  The  eleventh  prisoner  is  merely  to  look  on,  and 
afterwards  to  be  sent  home  ; paying  the  costs  however. 

February  8. — The  empaled  convict  found  strangled  in  the 
morning.  He  had  received  some  linen  from  a kind  friend  during 
the  night  for  the  purpose.  He  would  otherwise  have  been  still 
alive. 

February  12. — The  general  placcaat  published  this  afternoon. 

February  15. — The  remnants  of  four  kraals  of  Hottentots  who 
had  escaped  the  small-pox,  which  had  carried  off  their  chiefs, 
request  the  Commander  to  appoint  new  captains.  According  to 
their  statement  hardly  one  out  of  ten  was  left. 

February  15. — Letter  received  from  the  Commander  of  the 
return  fleet,  A Yalkenier,  who  had  anchored  off  Dassen  Island 
because  of  the  S.E.  He  states  that  the  12  bags  of  vegetables  for 
four  ships  were  as  nothing,  and  requests  to  be  properly  supplied. 
He  further  thanks  Helot  for  the  grapes  and  watermelons  sent  to 
himself,  and  will  consume  them  in  honour  of  the  health  of  Helot 
and  his  wife. 

February  15. — Helot  replied  that  he  has  no  vessel  to  send  any- 
thing with.  The  only  one  is  kept  away  from  Table  Ba}r  by  the 
S.E. ; Yalkenier  must  therefore  help  himself  to  the  sheep  on 
Dassen  Island. 

February  15. — Heavy  bush  fires  behind  Table  and  Devil 
Mountains,  destroying  all  the  forests  there.  This  mischief  con- 
tinues in  spite  of  all  the  placcaten  published  on  the  subject. 

Names  of  the  Hottentots  made  captains,  viz.  : — 

Soipio  Africauus,  brother  and  heir  of  the  late  Hasdrubal. 
Hannibal  „ „ Jason. 

Hercules  ,,  ,,  Hartloop, 

Kouga  soil  and  heir  „ Kouga,  Sr. 

Every  one  received  the  usual  stick  with  the  brass  knob. 

February  21. — Beoause  of  the  continuous  S.E.  the  Colonists 
complain  of  extraordinary  drought,  and  likewise  that  the  cattle 
are  dying  of  thirst. 
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February  2b. — A Malabar  slave  brought  iu.  He  states  that  he 
had  been  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  “ Bennebroek,”  and  gives  a 
narrative  of  his  adventures. 

March  1. — The  drought  continues.  The  want  of  water  is 
severely  felt. 

March  3. — The  return  fleet  manage  to  get  as  near  as  Robben 
Island.  Yalkenier  writes  for  a cable,  anchor,  and  drinkwater. 
He  had  no  more  water  on  board,  and  had  already  lost  two  anchors 
and  cables. 

March  5. — The  fleet  at  last  arrives. 

March  10. — Heat,  wind,  and  drought  excessive.  The  fountains 
drying  up  fast,  and  the  bunches  of  grapes  parched  up  on  the 
stocks. 

March  12. — A little  rain. 

March  23. — The  “ Kokenga  ” arrives  from  Amsterdam,  with 
Governor  Chavonues  and  family  on  board.  All  are  glad,  for  they 
had  been  without  a Governor  for  two  years. 

March  24. — Governor  Chavonnes  lands,  and  is  received  with 
military  honours.  Also  by  the  burghers  under  arms. 

March  25. — The  return  ship  “ Meynden  ” arrives  in  Saldanha 
Bay  with  many  sick  and  dead.  She  asks  for  refreshments,  but 
is  prevented  from  reaching  Table  Bay  by  the  S.E.  wind. 

March  28. — The  military  under  arms.  Governor  Chavonnes 
publicly  introduced  to  the  people.  He  afterwards  proceeds  to  the 
front  of  the  battalion,  to  which  he  introduces  Captain  Dominicus 
Marius  de  Chavonnes  and  Ensign  Pieter  de  Chavonnes.  Congratu- 
lations and  compliments  interchanged.  Three  rounds  of  musketry 
discharged.  Guns  of  the  castle  salute,  and  also  those  of  the  ships 
in  the  bay. 

March  31. — The  men  of  the  return  fleet  summoned  on  board, 
according  to  usual  form,  by  beat  of  drum. 

Apnl  3. — The  Governor  gives  the  usual  farewell  dinner  to  the 
return  fleet. 

April  6. — Heavy  N.  W.  wind.  Eleven  boats  of  the  return  fleet 
washed  on  shoi’e  and  smashed.  The  “ Meynden  ” loses  two 
anchors. 

April  10. — The  fleet  under  A.  Yalkenier  leaves. 

May  7. — The  “ Postlooper  ” sent  to  Robben  Island  to  bring  off 
some  pardoned  convicts. 

May  10 — Heavy  storm  in  Table  Bay. 

May  17. — About  eight  p.m.  Governor  Chavonnes  is  told  of  a fire 
which  had  broken  out  in  a corner  of  the  castle  at  the  point  called 
“ Leerdam.”  He,  his  wife  and  whole  family  at  once  px’oceeded 
thither,  and  though  a heavy  rain  was  falling,  gave  such  orders  that 
the  fire  was  soon  extinguished.  This  was  fortunate,  as  the  fire 
had  originated  in  a woodshed,  which  had  been  built  adjoining  the 
powder  magazine’s  door.  Origin  of  the  fire  not  known. 
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June  30. — Strength  of  the  garrison,  including  outposts,  convicts, 
sick,  &c.,  654  all  told. 

July  9. — Placcaat  published  introducing  the  small  stamp  (see 
Resolution  26th  June). 

July  13. — A farm  labourer  in  the  employ  of  the  ex-burgher 
Councillor  H Bouwman,  cruelly  murdered  by  two  slaves.  He 
received  five  death  wounds  and  was  found  dead  with  a little  dog 
lying  by  the  corpse.  The  little  creature  seemed  to  watch  over  the 
oorpse,  and  tried  to  defend  it  from  the  commission  sent  for 
examination.  This  is  not  the  first  example  of  the  fidelity  of  dogs 
towards  their  masters.  Prince  William  I.  had  incredible  service 
rendered  him  by  a dog. 

July  16  — Here  is  a matter  for  natural  philosophers  to  ponder. 

To  day  (Sunday)  the  Rev.  d’Aylly  baptized  twins,  of  which 
the  one  was  fairly  white  and  the  other  perfectly  black.  The 
reputed  father  was  Pieter  Daaldyn,  and  the  mother  Tamar  of 
Madagascar,  both  are  black. 

July  28. — A quarter-master  of  the  “Ryxdorff”  scourged  for 
theft,  and  made  convict  on  Robben  Island. 

August  4. — Court  of  justice  examines  a murder  case,  a very 
bad  one. 

August  19. — Rev.  Petrus  van  Aken,  sent  out  as  minister  for 
Drakenstein,  holds  service. 

August  31. — The  liquor  lease  realizes  f48,820.  The  clear 
surplus  for  the  year  is  f 100,686TP8.  The  prospect  is  that  it  will 
be  more  next  year. 

September  1. — Maria  Mouton,  of  Middelburg  in  Zealand,  24 
years  old,  murders  her  husband  with  the  assistance  of  her  para- 
mour the  slave  Titus  of  Bengal.  She  is  sentenced  to  be  half 
strangled,  after  that  to  be  scorched,  and  after  that  strangled  unto 
death.  Titus  to  be  empaled  and  to  remain  so,  until  death.  After 
that  his  head  and  right  hand  are  to  be  cut  off  and  fixed  on  a pole, 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  late  master’s  property.  Fortuin,  an 
accomplice,  is  also  to  have  his  right  hand  cut  off,  and  without 
receiving  the  coup  de  grace , is  to  be  broken  on  the  wheel.  After 
that  he  is  to  be  placed  on  a grating  until  death  takes  place.  After 
that  his  head  is  to  be  cut  off,  and  with  his  hand  placed  on  a pole, 
together  with  the  head  and  hand  of  Titus.  After  that  the  bodies 
are  to  be  taken  to  the  outside  place  of  execution,  and  there  left 
exposed  to  the  air  and  the  vultures.  The  property  of  the  woman 
is  to  be  divided  as  follows  : — A half  of  the  half  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  the  other  half  for  the  Orphan  Chamber.  Costs  beforehand  to 
be  deducted. 

September  3. — The  slave  Titus,  above  mentioned,  died  about 
midday,  having  lived  in  his  misery  about  48  hours ; something 
horrible  to  think  of,  to  say  nothing  of  personally  beholding  the 
misery.  It  is  said  that  4 hours  after  his  empalement  he  received 
a bottle  of  arrack  from  which  he  drank  freely  and  heartily.  When 
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advised  not  to  take  too  much,  lest  he  should  get  drunk,  he 
answered  that  it  did  not  matter,  as  he  sat  fast  enough,  and  that 
there  was  no  fear  of  his  falling.  It  is  true  that  whilst  sitting  in 
that  deplorable  state,  he  often  joked,  and  scoffingly  said  that  he 
would  never  again  believe  a woman.  A way  of  dying,  lauded  by 
the  Romans,  but  damnable  among  the  Christians. 

September  4. — Arrival  of  a small  boat,  belonging  to  the  English 
vessel  “ Clapham  Galley,”  which  it  had  left  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Terra  di  Natal.  It  had  been  despatched  to  make  an  endeavour 
to  trade  with  the  natives  along  shore,  and  gradually  to  proceed  to 
the  Cape  and  meet  the  ship  there.  The  boat  was  only  28  ft.  long 
and  9 ft.  wide.  It  brought  4 men  of  the  “ Bennebroek  ” wrecked 
there.  They  reported  as  follows  : — “ Shortly  after  leaving  Galle 
Bay  (a  fortnight)  a violent  storm  overtook  them,  separating  the 
* Bennebroek  ’ from  its  consorts.  A month  afterwards  the  ship 
was  in  latitude  31°  when  it  was  overtaken  by  another  violent  tempest, 
lasting  24  hours.  On  Thursday,  16th  February,  1713,  they  saw  to 
their  terror,  land  on  their  lee,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  vessel 
struck  on  the  rocks,  and  filled  at  once.  Two  hours  later  she  parted 
asunder,  many  having  already  been  drowned,  including  the  skipper, 
in  their  attempt  to  save  themselves.  Some  were  saved  on  pieces 
of  the  wreck,  which,  however,  also  killed  or  smashed  others.  57 
Europeans  and  20  blacks  were  saved,  convicts  and  slaves.  The 
survivors  had  remained  on  the  spot  four  days ; on  the  first  day, 
however,  the  vessel  had  entirely  broken  up  ; consequently  they 
decided  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  overland.  Had  five  guns,  powder, 
lead,  salt  meat  and  pork  whilst  skirting  the  shore.  Five  days 
afterwards  they  were  checked  by  a swift  and  broad  stream  and 
compelled  to  return,  i.e.,  17  Europeans  and  9 blacks.  The  rest, 
including  the  two  mates,  intending  to  go  on.  After  having  wan- 
dered about  five  days  longer,  they  again  arrived  at  the  tent  on  the 
26th  February,  1713.  Here  the}7  remained  until  the  6th  June, 
supporting  themselves  with  milk,  beef,  and  a nice  sort  of  grain 
which  they  obtained  from  certain  natives,  called  Kafirs,  who  were 
no  Hottentots,  for  iron,  and  copper  “ which  we  could  still  find  from 
the  ship.”  But  as  they  gave  nothing  for  nothing  they  were  again 
obliged  to  make  an  attempt  for  the  Cape  higher  up  over  land,  and 
above  the  rivers  sources,  very  many  being  unable  to  swim.  Three 
Europeans  and  one  black  were  left  in  the  tent,  “ they  were  too 
weak  or  too  small  to  go  with  us.  “ After  29  days  wandering  and 
three  and  a half  days  walk  along  the  river  bed  searching  for  a 
fort,  but  in  vain,  we  returned  to  the  tent  because  our  provisions 
and  water  were  exhausted,  the  river  being  salt.  We  reached  it 
after  seven  days — the  undersigned  and  another  European  who 
has  since  strayed  among  the  Kafirs. — Here  we  found  European 
clothes  that  were  blood-stained,  but  no  people.  We  concluded 
that  our  mates  had  been  murdered,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  the 
Kafirs  who  supported  us  in  their  own  way  with  food  for  more  than 
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12  months.  After  that  the  little  boat  arrived  in  the  river  there, 
and  with  her  we  came  hither.  We  left  the  river  on  the  17th 
August,  1714,  and  touched  at  another  place  bartering  about  3,000 
lbs.  ivory,  for  yellow  copper  rings.  The  boat,  as  was  stated,  had 
been  expressly  made  for  the  purpose.  The  ship  was  entirely 
broken  up  and  the  stores  had  all  been  seized  by  the  natives. 
Nothing  had  been  left  worth  the  expense  of  recovering.  We  found 
very  fat  cattle  there,  beautiful  pastures,  goats,  fowls,  lions, 
elephants,  rhinoceroses,  tigers,  wolves,  foxes,  hares,  rabbits,  elands, 
harts,  seacows,  buffaloes,  steenbucks,  and  wild  horses.  The  goats 
were  almost  as  large  as  cows.  There  were  also  parrots,  magpies, 
crows,  bush  doves,  and  turtle  doves.  Likewise  a multitude  of 
other  feathered  and  wild  animals,  which  we  had  no  name  for. 
There  is  therefore  no  want  of  food  there.  Moreover  the  grain  is 
found  there,  of  which  we  have  brought  a sample,  and  of  which  the 
natives  make  nice  and  nourishing  bread,  breaking  it  on  a stone 
with  water,  turning  it  into  balls  and  then  baking  it.  We  found 
no  vegetables  except  pumpkins,  gourds,  and  waff  r-melons.  The 
natives  among  whom  we  remained  about  18  months  we  believe  to 
be  Kafirs,  being  black,  well  formed,  flat  nosed,  and  having  Kafir 
hair.  Like  the  Hottentots  their  clothes  are  made  of  skins.  They 
were  not  savagely  disposed  towards  us,  but  wished  to  persuade  us 
to  remain  longer,  so  that  we  promised  to  return  after  three  years 
in  order  to  be  able  to  get  awray.  They  are,  however,  in  endless 
war  with  the  lighter  coloured  Hottentots.  We  found  a European 
among  them,  about  80  years  old,  who  had  been  wrecked  on  the 
coast  about  30  years  previously  in  a Dutch  return  ship  (the 
“ Stavenis  ” perhaps)  in  which  he  served  as  cook,  and  which  had 
left  Zealand  in  1683.  The  skipper’s  name  was  David  Appelman. 
He  is  a born  Frenchman,  and  lives  there  happily  in  native  fashion. 
Whether  it  was  caused  by  his  disposition  or  birth,  we  don’t  know, 
but  the  Kafirs  showed  us  more  civility  than  they  did  to  the  old 
man.”  (Signed  by)  Marchand,  Fred.  Jansz,  and  Gerrit  van  den 
Pyper,  8th  September  (?). 

September  13. — Two  slaves  condemned  to  be  hanged,  and  one 
to  witness  the  execution  for  running  away  and  stealing. 

September  27. — Placoaat  published  to  prevent  the  running  away 
of  slaves,  which  causes  a great  deal  of  unpleasantness  in  these 
parts. 

October  13. — A slave  hanged  for  breaking  into  the  house  of 
Lieutenant  Captain  Slotsboo. 

October  13. — The  flagstaff  on  Lion’s  Head  struck  by  lightning. 
Another  one  to  be  placed  there. 

October  19. — Ensign  Vierabent  leaves  for  the  interior  with  his 
Company,  in  order  to  barter  some  cattle  for  the  Company 
according  to  resolution  on  the  subject. 

October  20, — Burgher  Parade  Day.  After  the  beating  of  the 
drum  the  burghers  appeared  at  9 a.m.,  fairly  equipped,  on  horse- 


263 


baok  and  on  foot,  before  the  Fiscal’s  dwelling,  where  the  Governor 
and  members  of  the  Council  and  others  of  rank  had  gathered 
beforehand.  The  Governor  was  saluted  with  three  rounds  ; upon 
that  the  meu  prooeeded  to  the  Castle,  whioh  they  also  saluted  with 
three  salvos.  The  Castle  returned  thauks  with  one  gun  for  each 
discharge.  They  then  laid  down  their  arms,  and  the  officers  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Castle,  where  they  were  well  treated  by  the  Governor 
and  Council.  Everything  went  off  without  accident. 

November  7. — The  wife  of  farmer  Hans  Holm,  at  “ Bottelary,’r 
brutally  beaten  to  death  with  stioks  during  the  absence  of  her 
husband.  The  house  rifled.  A sorrowful  sight  for  a poor 
husband  to  see,  who  loves  his  wife.  One  of  his  slaves  also  killed  a 
short  distance  from  the  house,  who  had  no  doubt  endeavoured  to 
esoape.  If  we  bear  in  mind  the  heavy  puuishments  now  lately 
and  successively  inflicted  on  criminals,  it  s-  ems  that  crime  is 
rapidly  assuming  large  dimensions,  in  spite  of  the  means  used  to 
prevent  or  suppress  it.  A clear  proof  that  this  Colony  mainly 
consists  of  evil  disposed,  head-strong  slaves  and  the  refuse  of 
convicts. 

November  15. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  the  “ Clapham 
Galley,”  Captain  Anthony  Miles;  armed  and  equipped  at 
Sumatra.  (See  4th  September,  1714.) 

December  4. — Plaocaat  published  against  the  scab  in  sheep. 

December  2d. — Arrival  of  the  “ Oudenaarde  ” from  Hoorn,  and 
on  the  9th  May  from  Texel.  16  men  dead.  Not  such  a large 
number,  seeing  that  the  ship  had  been  7£  mouths  on  the  voyage, 
having  only  touched  at  Cabo  de  Lapo  for  water.  Brought  20 
sick  into  the  hospital. 


1715. 

January  l. — Officials  as  usual  attend  at  Government  House  to 
congratulate  the  Governor  with  the  New  Year.  In  the  evening 
they  were  magnificently,  with  their  wives  regaled  by  the 
Governor.  There  was,  however,  no  shooting,  as  this  had  lately 
been  expressly  forbidden  by  Ordinance  (compare  17th  May,  1714) 
to  prevent  fires.  A necessary  precaution  in  this  very  imflammable 
place,  and  one  that  long  ago  ought  to  have  been  taken.  We 
cannot  forget  that  one  spark  may  destroy  the  whole  town, 
especially  when  the  S.E.  blows. 

January  8. — Fiue  weather  for  reaping.  The  wheat  in  large 
abundance,  and  more  than  has  ever  been  seen  before. 

January  10. — Arrival  of  the  “ Risdam,”  bringing  letters  from 
the  Seventeen  dated  19th  January,  1714,  which  state  that  the  senior 
merchant  and  late  secunde  W.  Helot,  already  suspended  from 
office,  had  been  disrated  (gedeporteerd),  and  ordered  with  his 
family  to  leave  for  Holland  by  the  first  opportunity.  He  is 
succeeded  by  the  senior  merchant  Abraham  Craneudonck,  at  f80 
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per  month.  The  latter  had  served  the  Company  in  Bengal  in 
various  offices,  and  lately  as  Fiscal.  Said  vessel  also  brought 
news  of  the  death  of  Queen  Anne  of  England,  and  that  the  House 
of  Hanover  would  succeed  to  the  throne. 

January  19. — Fine  clear  weather  until  noon.  Then  a N.W. 
breeze  sprang  up,  and  the  clouds  gathered  for  rain,  so  that  no  sun 
was  seen.  At  night  the  S.E.  blew,  and  coming  suddenly  in  con- 
tact with  the  N W.,  and  steadily  increasing,  caused  such  a 
pressure  in  the  atmosphere  of  this  valley  that  various  thunder- 
claps were  the  result.  About  10  o’clock  p.m.  the  S.E  had  gained 
the  victory. 

. January  20. — The  officers  of  the  “ Oude  Zyp  ” stated  that  last 
night  when  the  weather  was  fermenting  here  so  wonderfully,  and 
turning  and  whirling  about,  various  pieces  of  fire  as  big  as  a 
human  head  fell  from  the  sky  without  doing  any  damage. 

The  English  ship  “ Kent  ” brings  news  that  George  I.  had 
ascended  the  throne  of  England,  and  already  been  crowned.  Also 
that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  been  restored  to  honour  and 
dignity,  ami  that  Cranendonk  had  left  the  Downs. 

January  29. — Arrival  of  two  French  men-of-war  and  a vessel 
of  the  Royal  French  C mpany.  The  latter  is  from  Pondicherry. 

February  15.— The  general  placcaat  published. 

February  20. — General  Chavonnes,  born  at  the  Hague,  lays  the 
first  stone  of  the  fort  or  battery  on  the  sea  side,  below  Lion’s 
Rump,  and  called  by  him  Mauritius  (Chavonnes  Battery  ?) 

February  26. — Arrival  of  the  return  fleet — 14  ships  in  two 
squadrons ; the  one  under  Daniel  Keskes,  on  board  the  “ Her- 
stelde  Leeuw,”  and  the  other  under  Cornells  Vlaming,  on  the 
u Berbices.” 

March  4 — The  “ West erdyxhorn  ” arrives,  bringing  Abraham 
Cranendonck  and  the  news  that  peace  had  been  concluded  between 
Holland  and  Spain. 

March  13. — Meeting  of  the  Council  of  Policy.  Afterwards  the 
bells  were  rung,  and  the  proclamation  of  peace  between  Holland 
and  Spain  publicly  announced. 

March  25.  —A  sailor,  Barend  Jansen  of  Amsterdam,  sentenced 
to  be  scourged,  and  have  two  cuts  with  a knife  in  his  cheek. 

March  26. — Meeting  of  the  Council  for  giving  their  discharge 
to  those  men  who  had  served  their  time  and  were  desirous  of 
returning  home. 

April  1.— -At  sunset  the  Commander  of  the  return  fleet  hoisted 
the  white  flag  and  fired  a cannon  ; sign  that  a ship’s  council  is  to 
be  held. 

April  3. — A good  rain  until  about  4 p.m.,  drenching  the  parched 
earth.  Many  reports  had  already  come  in  that  in  many  places 
the  cattle  had  been  dying  from  want  of  water. 

April  5. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet,  24  ships  in  all. 

April  11. — A farmer’s  wife  at  the  homestead  of  Evert  the 
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dairyman,  near  Wynberg,  attacked  and  wounded  by  fugitive 
slaves.  The  latter  also  abducted  a young  girl. 

April  30. — 1'be  Governor  and  Council  write  to  the  Directors  and 
the  different  Chambers,  also  to  the  secret  committee,  &c.  (see  letter 
book).  Arrival  of  the  “Schonenwal”  from  Batavia.  Reports 
that  at  Agulhas  it  had  encountered  a heavy  sea,  which  damaged 
the  front  part  of  the  ship  very  seriously,  and  broke  ever  it.  The 
chief  mate  was  standing  on  a pig-coop  which  had  been  made  fast 
and  contained  seven  or  eight  pigs.  The  sea  washed  all  overboard, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  save  the  mate.  It  may  be  thought  that 
the  seaman  is  never  safe,  but  where  can  man  be  safe  ? 

May  11. — Arrival  of  the  “ Postlooper,”  which  had  left  Terra  di 
Natal  on  the  4th  April.  Had  lost  one  man  who  had  fallen  over- 
board. It  had  not  been  able  to  accomplish  what  it  had  been  sent 
for,  viz.,  to  bring  hither  the  men,  guns,  anchors,  &c.,  of  the 
wrecked  ship  “ Bennebroek  ” ; because  of  the  heavy  storms,  con- 
trary currents,  and  the  want  of  perfect  and  trustworthy  sea 
charts,  so  it  had  not  been  able  to  find  the  place. 

June  6. — Six  fugitive  slaves  sentenced  to  death,  and  two  others 
to  receive  lighter  punishment. 

Michael  van  der  Have,  late  boatman  on  the  “ Popkensburgh,” 
sentenced  for  blasphemy.  Three  successive  Sundays  he  had  to 
stand  exposed  to  public  view  at  the  church  door  during  service 
with  a board  on  his  breast  on  which  the  word  “ Blasphemer”  had 
been  written  ; and  after  that  he  was  to  be  banished  for  some  years 
on  Robben  Island.  Under  a Roman  Catholic  Government  he 
would  most  likely  not  have  escaped  so  easily. 

June  25. — Council  of  Policy  signs  instructions  for  the  frigate 
“ Leidsman,”  equipped  by  the  Directors  for  the  slave  trade  with 
Madagascar. 

June  27.— The  “ Leidsman  ” leaves. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  Company’s  servants — 714  all  told. 

July  11. — Jan  Adam  Plingel  sentenced  to  have  a bullet  fired  over 
his  head,  and  to  be  banished  out  of  the  Company’s  jurisdiction. 

July  16. — Arrival  of  a small  English  vessel  which  had  left  the 
Island  Antigo,  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  24th  January  for 
St.  Helena.  It  could  not,  however,  find  the  latter  Island,  and 
therefore  came  on  to  the  Cape.  It  was  a particularly  small  bark, 
40  feet  long,  and  it  is  surprising  how  the  crew,  14  in  number, 
succeeded  in  crossing  such  a large  and  dangerous  sea  in  such  a 
small  craft. 

July  30. — Some  black  slaves  who  had  wounded  a married 
woman  in  the  face,  stolen  and  ravished  a young  girl,  examined 
for  the  first  time. 

July  31. — Complaints  from  various  quarters  that  the  ground 
had  been  much  parched  by  the  S.E.  ; also,  that  the  red  ants  were 
injuring  the  young  crops  in  many  places.  Rain,  therefore,  much 
desired. 
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August  3. — Governor  receives  news  that  the  Bushmen  had 
stolen  and  carried  off  a large  troop  of  sheep, — and  also  the  herd — 
Said  to  be  about  700,  and  the  property  of  Pieter  Joubert.  An 
Extraordinary  Council  at  onoe  held  to  take  measures  to  recapture 
the  cattle. 

August  8. — Rain  much  wanted.  Farmers  complain  that  the 
wheat  was  drying  up,  and  being  scorched  as  far  as  it  stood  out 
of  the  ground.  Rain  in  the  afternoon. 

August  11. — The  gun  heard  yesterday  was  fired  by  the  “ Post- 
looper,”  to  notify  that  the  vessel  of  the  Burgher  Pieter  Bertram 
had  capsized  before  its  anchors  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  sea. 

August  16. — Heavy  sea  in  Table  Bay.  The  “ Ellemeet  ” fires 
a gun  and  hoists  a signal  of  distress.  Boats  put  off,  and  the 
vessel  made  secure  with  fresh  anchors. 

August  18. — “That  man,  and  especially  the  farmer,  never  has 
things  in  this  life  as  he  likes  them,  was  again  seen  now.  Formerly 
the  farmers  complained  of  drought,  and  now,  when  God  sends 
abundant  rain,  they  sigh  because  of  the  great  mortality  among 
the  cattle,  caused  by  the  eating  of  young  grass.  Not  that  they 
have  no  reason  to  complain,  but  it  would  have  been  better  if  they 
were  silent  because  of  Heaven’s  blessing,  for  God  loves  man  more 
than  he  has  any  idea  of.” 

August  26. — Heavy  S.E.  storm,  tearing  trees  and  stones  out  of 
the  ground,  also  water  out  of  the  water.  Calm  all  night. 

August  31. — Books  made  up,  and  the  net  profits  found  to  be 
fll0,013'3,  a portion  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  repairs  and  the 
new  fortifications.  The  lease  of  the  revenue  realized  in  Cape 
Town  alone  f41, 445. 

September  11. — General  complaint  of  the  farmers  that  their 
cattle  were  dying,  and  that  some  have  lost  entire  troops. 

September  14. — Two  slaves  broken  on  the  wheel. 

September  16. — Three  sailors  examined  by  the  Fiscal  for  having 
stolen  all  the  clothing,  &c.,  of  another,  and  leaving  him  naked. 

September  30. — 'the  sale  of  liquor  lease  in  the  Cape  district 
realized  f600.  For  the  first  time  the  lease  of  the  liquor  revenue  at 
Drakenstein  was  put  up  and  sold  at  Stellenbosch  for  fl30 

October  10. — Five  slaves  sentenced  to  be  broken,  and  a female 
slave  to  be  scourged. 

October  11. — A bundle  of  inflammable  articles  discovered  last 
night  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  still  burning,  between  the  two 
houses  of  the  Fiscal.  Most  likely  thrown  on  the  thatch  by  an 
abominable  evil-doer,  and  from  which  it  had  rolled  to  the  ground. 
It  had  been  weighted  with  lead  that  it  might  more  readily  adhere 
to  the  roof.  All  who  heard  of  it  were  horrified.  In  truth  such  a 
character  cannot  be  considered  as  that  of  a humau  being,  but  of  a 
monster  and  excrement  of  hell.  It  is  evident  that  if  the  thatch 
had  ignited  the  heavy  wind  that  was  blowing  would  have  caused 
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such  a conflagration  that  the  greater  part  of  the  town  would  have 
been  laid  in  ashes. 

October  15.  —The  Governor  and  Council,  considering  the 
frightful  attempt  at  arson  on  the  1 1th,  published  a stringent 
placcaat  on  the  subject,  promising  a reward  of  fl,0U0  to  him  who 
discovered  the  doer. 

October  19. — Lease  of  the  butchery  put  up. 

October  21. — Burgher  parade.  The  usual  drill  takes  place.  At 
night  they  are  feasted  by  the  Governor.  The  ship  “ Yryburgh  ” 
puts  back,  having  sprung  a leak,  &c. 

November  2. — The  three  sailors  mentioned  above,  scourged, 
branded,  and  banished  on  Robben  Island  for  some  time. 

November  4. — This  morning,  according  to  resolution  of  the 
Council,  the  superintendent  of  the  “ schuur,”  Wolfert  Schwartzen- 
burgh,  left  with  six  soldiers  for  the  country,  in  order  to  buy  some 
cattle  from  the  natives. 

The  “ Hoedekenskerke  ” arrives  from  Vlissingen  (Flushing), 
having  made  the  voyage  in  five  months  and  three  days. 

November  10. — Arrival  of  a Danish  ship  with  the  holy  name 
“Salvator  Mundi,v  from  Copenhagen  the  27th  January. 

November  21.  —The  “ Leidsman  ” returns  from  Madagascar, 
having  been  very  successful  in  tradiug  for  slaves,  and  buying 
about  200  of  good  quality.  It  brought  also  32  Europeans  found 
on  the  Island. 

November  30. — Heavy  S.E.,  blowing  water  from  water  and 
stones  from  stones.  A Hottentot  sentenced  for  cattle  theft.  He 
is  to  be  scourged,  branded,  and  banished  for  some  years  on  Robben 
Island. 

December  4. — S.E  storm.  Houses,  trees  and  vines  suffered 
much.  The  shoots  of  the  latter  torn  off  with  the  grapes. 

December  25. — Arrival  of  the  rice  ship,  the  “ JNederhoveD,,> 
from  Batavia  on  the  lltlx  October. 

December  31. — This  is  the  last  day  of  the  year,  and  we  are  in 
duty  bound  to  remember  with  gratitude  the  goodness  and  love  of 
our  gracious  God  for  man  in  general,  and  for  us  here  in  particular, 
in  this  far  distant  and  solitary  corner  of  the  earth,  thousands  of 
miles  removed  from  Christian  Churches  and  rational  beings ; 
where  the  thundering  storm-winds,  waters  lifted  as  high  as  the 
heavens,  and  the  very  extreme  violence  of  the  sea,  are  to  be 
experienced  and  borne  ; “ Alles  door  den  hemel  en  van  buiten  ” — 
and  last,  what  is  even  more  to  be  dreaded  (present  company 
excepted),  some  evil-disposed  people  among  ourselves.  But  if  God 
is  with  us,  that  is,  with  the  Honourable  Company,  who  shall  pre- 
vail against  it. 

1716. 

January  1. — Reception  at  the  Governor’s.  Grand  dinner  in 
the  evening  at  Government  House. 
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January  7. — N.  Wind  and  thunderstorm. 

January  8 — Heavy  thunder.  Fears  entertained  for  the  return 
fleet,  whinh  is  expected. 

January  11. — Arrival  of  the  return  fleet  under  Admiral 
Abraham  Douglas,  on  board  the  “ Linsehoten.”  He  had  been 
appointed  commissioner  of  inspection  for  this  Government. 
Governor  and  Council  met  him  on  board.  Welcomed  on  shore 
by  the  armed  burghers  on  foot  and  horseback.  Three  rounds 
discharged.  Douglas  proceeded  to  the  Castle,  where  the  garrison 
was  under  arms.  Fine  weather. 

January  14. — The  commission  of  Douglas  read.  The  ordinary 
form — three  double  salutes  fired,  also  some  shots  out  of  the  heavy 
cannon. 

February  10. — Fire  at  night  in  the  house  of  the  burgher  Nic. 
Gockelius,  inhabited  by  Antonie  Abrahamsz.  Extinguished  in 
time.  Supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  an  incendiary,  as  the 
house  is  right  at  the  back  of  that  of  the  Fiscal,  where  lately  an 
attempt  had  also  been  made,  and  likewise  whilst  the  S.E.  wind 
was  blowing  so  heavily.  If  the  fire  had  not  been  put  out,  most 
of  the  houses  in  the  valley  would  have  been  destroyed. 

February  20. — Three  slaves  sentenced  to  death,  another  to  be 
scourged. 

February  25. — Commander  Douglas  proceeds  with  some  officers 
to  Rondebosch  for  an  outing.  On  his  departure  from  the  Castle 
he  is  saluted  with  17  guns. 

March  1. — Report  brought  from  Robben  Island  that  six  convicts 
had  managed  to  secure  a fishing  boat  and  escaped.  We  do  not 
know  whither. 

March  4.— A soldier  commits  suicide  by  shooting  himself. 

March  7. — Arrival  of  the  “ Bentvelt  ” and  “ Ternisse  ” from 
Home.  They  bring  news  of  the  death  of  Louis  XIV.,  who  had 
reigned  so  many  years,  and  by  his  domineering  ways  so  often 
thrown  Europe,  and  our  Fatherland  especially,  into  confusion. 
He  had  been  succeeded  by  Louis  XV.,  his  great  grandson,  six 
years  old.  The  Duke  of  Orleans  had  been  made  Regent.  God 
grant  that  this  change  may  make  permanent  the  general  rest  and 
peace. 

March  28. — Commissioner  Douglas  embarks.  He  is  escorted  by 
the  garrison  and  burghers.  Twenty- one  guns  fired  when  ho  left 
these  shores.  Also  three  salvos  from  the  garrison  and  burghers. 

April  1. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet — 25  ships. 

April  10. — Republication  of  the  order  of  18th  October,  1708,  that 
no  burgher  shall  proceed  from  one  district  to  another  to  settle 
there,  without  also  giving  proper  notice  to  the  Burgher  and 
Heemraad  Boards. 

May  14. — The  Christmas  ships  from  home  anxiously  expected. 
It  is  even  feared  that  the  troubles  in  Great  Britain  may  have 
.increased,  and  have  been  the  cause. 
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May  80. — The  garrison  receives  new  uniforms.  Placcaats 
published  forbidding  to  sell  or  otherwise  do  away  with  them. 
Placcant  annexed.  30th  May,  1716. 

June  2.  — The  “ Caroli  Galley  ” belonging  to  the  Ostend  E.I- 
Company  arrives  via  Malabar  from  Cochin.  It  brought  newrs  from 
Malabar  that  the  last  campaign  had  not  been  very  advantageous 
to  the  Dutch  Company. 

June  8. — Arrival  of  the  “ Schooteroog  ” from  Delft.  Deports 
that  a heavy  frost  had  set  in  in  Holland,  and  detained  the  Christ- 
mas ships. 

June  27. — “ Aurora  verscheen  met  het  voorhoofd  vol  rimpels, 
en  kort  daaraan  zag  men  eene  menigte  van  tranen  langs  hare 
wangen  rollen.  Zy  quam  ons  by,  gedragen  op  de  vleugelen  eens 
westen  winds.” 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  men — 711  in  all. 

July  15.  — Great  want  of  Smiths-coals — some  landed  from  the 
“ Zandenburgh.” 

July  20. — Heavy  N.W.  winds.  Pain  and  large  hail.  The 
sea  looking  horrible.  Great  anxiety  felt  for  the  ships.  The 
English  ship  “ Queen  ” narrowly  escapes  being  wrecked,  having 
more  than  once  bumped  heavily  on  the  “ sandbank.”  (Very  likely 
off  the  present  central  wharf  below  Adderley  Street). 

July  30. — Five  soldiers  punished  for  plank  stealing,  and  a 
corporal  expelled  from  the  service  and  made  convict,  for  aiding 
and  abetting. 

August  30. — Heavy  S.E.  storm  during  the  night.  Various 
houses  not  only  losing  their  roofs  but  also  blown  down.  Mostly 
in  the  country  where  the  wind  had  been  terrific.  Many  heavy  trees 
had  been  uprooted  or  thick  branches  twisted  off.  Fortunately 
no  lives  were  lost.  Wind  turned  to  S.W.  with  heavy  rain. 

August  31. — Books  made  up.  Net  profit  fl05,231T3’8.  The 
liquor  revenue  sold  for  f 48, 820. 

September  2. — The  uniforms  distributed  among  the  garrison. 

September  14. — Condition  inland  most  deplorable.  From  all 
sides  lamentations  are  heard,  because  of  the  mortality  among  the 
cattle,  so  that  mutton  rose  1 stiver  per  lb.  An  extravagant  price 
which  is  beyond  the  memory  of  man.  In  the  past  we  also  had 
sickness  among  the  cattle,  but  never  as  bad  as  at  present.  The 
number  of  dead  animals  already  reaches  thousands,  and  if  we  add 
the  horned  cattle  stolen  last  year  from  our  people  by  the 
hostile  Hottentots,  who  killed  the  largest  portion,  and  also  remem- 
ber that  this  contagious  disease  may  extend  even  to  the  most 
fertile  pastures  of  the  Colony,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  meat  will  soon 
be  very  scarce,  if  Providence  does  not  help  us  and  again  multiply 
the  fruit  of  the  land.  The  Company  having  lost  a large  number 
of  draught  oxen,  the  superintendent  of  the  “ Schuur  ” Wolfgang 
Swartzenburgh  was  sent  with  an  armed  escort  and  three  provision 
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wagons  to  proceed  as  far  as  lie  could  inland,  and  obtain  from  the 
Hottentots  as  much  cattle  by  barter  as  possible. 

September  26. — The  thoughtlessness  of  the  soldier  Coert 
Simonsz  Bruyningh  went  so  far  that  the  hanged  himself  in  the 
belfrey  of  the  tower  from  a beam  under  the  bell,  and  this  might 
have  caused  the  death  of  another  man,  viz.,  the  “ rondganger  ” 
(the  man  who  makes  the  rounds)  and  whose  turn  it  was  to  strike 
4 o’clock.  For  that  purpose  be  mounted  the  ladder,  but  an  arm 
■of  the  “ hangebast  ” > gallows  bir  1)  struck  him  in  the  face.  This 
unexpected  encounter  so  startled  him  that  he  fell  down  in  a swoon, 
right  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  The  officer  of  the  guard, 
astonished  why  the  hour  had  not  been  struck,  sent  a man  to  inquire 
the  reason,  when  it  was  found  that  the  “rondganger”  who  had 
to  strike  the  hour,  was  lying  down  half  dead  in  consequence  of  his 
unexpected  contact  with  the  suicide.  He  soon,  however,  came  to 
himself  again,  and  about  7 p.m.  the  dead  body  fell  through  the 
noose. 

October  14. — Sad  news  from  Stellenbosch,  in  consequence  of  the 
deplorable  condition  there,  caused  yesterday  by  the  water.  In 
the  mountains  about  Jan  de  Jpnkers  Hoek,  whence  the  large  river- 
takes  its  origin,  a waterspout  burst,  and  the  water  grew  so  rapidly 
that  in  various  spots  the  banks  of  the  river  were  torn  asunder, 
damaging  all  the  houses  and  lands  near  them,  washing  away  in 
the  village  two  houses  and  thousands  of  loads  of  soil  from  the 
vineyards,  and  filling  up  the  holes  with  driftsand.  No  one  can 
remember  anything  similar.  Fortunately  it  happened  during  day 
time  ; if  it  had  occurred  at  night,  much  people  and  cattle  would 
have  been  killed.  It  being  day  they  were  enabled  to  escape. 

October  24. — The  Company  again  commences  to  burn  train  oil 
at  Dassen  Island. 

November  20. — Three  Hottentot  captains,  with  their  followers 
appear  to-day  at  the  castle,  viz.,  Jonge  Coopman,  Sousequas  and 
Slabbeit,  who  complained  that  the  Couquemans  had  robbed  them 
of  their  canes,  which  they  had  received  from  the  Company.  They 
requested  to  have  others,  which  were  granted. 

November  23. — The  hunter  Hans  Hendrik,  brought  in  wounded 
by  two  fugitive  slaves  this  morning ; two  stabs  in  the  chest  and  a 
cut  in  the  hand  ; no  great  danger,  however. 

November  26. — A slave  brought  in  from  Tigerberg,  who  had 
tried  to  cut  his  throat,  because  detected  in  the  act  of  attempting  to 
set  fire  to  his  master’s  house. 

November  27. — One  of  the  slaves  who  wounded  the  hunter, 
■captured.  He  had  endeavoured  to  kill  himself,  and  had  four 
wounds.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital. 

November  30. — “ Baas  ” Swartzenburg  returns  from  the  country 
with  283  head  of  cattle. 

December  5. — The  Grovernor  takes  a trip  to  the  country,  having 


271 


so  often  been  prevented  from  carrying  out  bis  intention.  On  his 
departure  he  was  saluted  by  the  castle.  Fine  weather. 

December  15. — (governor  returns  in  good  health  with  his  family. 

December  18. — The  “ Hopvogel  ” at  last  arrives.  She  had  been 
six  and  a half  months  on  the  voyage  out  from  Holland. 

December  23. — Governor  Chavonnes  refuses  the  request  of  the 
Cape  Town  Church  Council  to  allow  Francois  Guwto  be  re-elected 
as  elder. 

December  25. — Escape  of  eleven  slaves  from  the  “ loge.” 

December  31. — Thankful  that  God  in  His  mercy  has  added  this 
year  to  our  lives,  iu  which  many  revers-s  and  changes  have  taken 
place,  and  of  which  much  could  be  said,  but, 

“ Gelukkig  is  hy  die  zyn  tyd 
In  stille  rust  en  weldoen  slyt, 

Die  al  hetgeen  de  Hemel  geeft 
Nooit  in  zyn  hart  misprezen  heeft.” 

1717. 

January  1. — Ordinary  congratulations  as  in  1716. 

January  11. — Desertion  of  15  slaves  belonging  to  the  Company. 
This  has  happened  more  than  once,  and  all  attempts  to  re-capture 
them  have  failed,  as  they  went  far  inland.  They  were  mostly 
the  new  slaves  from  Madagascar  who  thought  in  that  way  to  get 
back  to  their  own  country. 

January  18.— Arrival  of  the  provision  ship,  the  “ Schellenberg  ” 
which  left  Batavia  on  the  20th  October.  A slave  was  captured, 
who  stated  that  he  had  run  away  on  Christmas  with  another,  and 
also  with  two  school  girls  from  the  “ loge.”  After  that  they  were 
joined  by  a burgher’s  slave;  together  they  went  to  St.  Helena 
Bay,  and  thence  they  wandered  through  the  country,  and  at  last 
lost  the  burgher’s  slave.  After  that  the  three  others  had  perished 
from  hunger.  He  had  been  caught  in  the  land  of  Waveren  at  the 
Ekse-rivier  about  60  miles  from  St.  Helena  Bay,  and  could  give 
no  other  information  about  the  other  slaves. 

January  19. — Arrival  of  the  Danish  ship  “ Salvator  Mundi,” 
having  on  board  Meester  Hensius  and  family.  For  this  reason 
the  flag  was  hoisted  at  the  masthead  and  the  usual  salutes  were 
fired. 

January  21. — The  above  ship  still  keeping  its  flag  at  the  mast- 
head, and  at  night  and  morning  discharging  a gun  (de  wacht 
afschietende)  which  caused  great  annoyance  on  shore.  Consequently 
two  members  of  the  Political  Council  were  sent  off  to  commander 
Hazius  to  request  him  to  discontinue  the  practice.  This  he  readily 
promised. 

February  8. — The  following  placcaat  published  relative  to  the 
sale  of  meat : — “ Whereas,  we  have  heard  that  the  licensed 
butchers  increase  or  lower  the  price  of  meat  as  they  like,  often 
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selling  at  3st.  per  lb.  heavy  money,  a thing  that  ought  not  to  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  public ; we  have,  with  the  advice  of  the 
burgh  erraden,  decided  to  forbid  the  butchers  to  sell  for  more  than 
S^st.  per  lb.,  beef  for  2st.,  and  fat  5st.,  except  in  times  of 
scarcity,  and  this  only  when  our  consent  has  previously  been 
obtained.  Said  butchers  also  forbidden  to  sell  meat  to  foreigners 
at  a lower  price  than  what  people  have  to  pay,  on  pain  of  arbitrary 
correction.  2nd  February,  1717.” 

February  15. — The  Ceylon  return  ship  “ Boekenrode  ” arrives, 
having  suffered  from  a severe  tempest  off  Mauritius  The  Hon. 
Hendrik  Bekker,  ordinary  Councillor  of  India,  on  board  with  his 
family.  He  landed  under  the  discharge  of  the  guns  and  small 
arms  by  the  garrison  and  burghers.  He  also  had  his  appointment 
as  Commissioner  for  the  Cape  and  Admiral  of  the  next  Fleet. 

March  7 and  8. — Arrival  of  the  return  fleet,  and  landing  of  the 
Admiral  and  Vice-admiral. 

March  8. — Commission  of  Hon.  Bekker  read. 

March  9 — Arrival  of  the  second  portion  of  the  return  fleet. 

March  10. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Hamilton,”  which  had 
left  Madagascar  on  the  3rd  February,  and  obtained  large  numbers 
of  slaves  there,  which  it  is  intended  to  take  to  the  West  Indies  via 
St.  Helena. 

March  11. — Hon.  Bekker  introduced  to  the  combined  fleet  as 
Admiral,  according  to  annexed  copy  of  his  commission. 

March  15. — Hon.  Bekker,  the  Governor,  and  a party  of  officers 
proceed  to  Rondebosch  to  get  a little  fresh  air. 

March  31. — The  English  ship  “ King  George”  arrives,  having 
on  board  Governor  Harrison  ; had  left  Madras  on  the  9th  January 
last. 

April  4 — The  Commissioner  Bekker  re-embarks  with  his  family. 

April  11 — A slave  named  Arend,  of  Bengal,  for  endeavouring 
to  burn  the  house  of  his  master,  Pieter  van  der  Westhuysen,  is 
sentenced  to  be  scorched  and  choked.  Another,  named  Thomas  of 
Bougies,  for  wounding  the  hunter,  is  first  to  have  his  right  hand 
cut  off,  and  after  that  to  be  hanged. 

April  13. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet — 25  vessels  in  all — 
having  a cargo  on  board  valued  at  f6,682,270,3’8,  wholesale  price. 

April  28. — Gov°rnor  goes  to  Uondebosch  to  examine  into  the 
preparations  made  for  an  oak  plantation  there. 

May  9. — News  received  that  the  farmer  David  du  Buisson, 
living  in  Hottentots  Holland,  had  last  night  been  attacked  in  his 
house  by  fugitive  slaves,  and  barely  escaped  with  his  wife  and 
children,  after  receiving  seven  or  eight  severe  wounds.  The 
rascals  took  what  they  liked — food,  ammunition  and  firearms,  and 
have  not  yet  been  caught. 

Another  portion  of  these  rogues  endeavoured  to  do  the  same 
thing  some  time  ago  at  a solitary  station  in  the  Land  of  Waveren, 
but  were  prevented  by  the  courage  of  the  party  attacked,  who 
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wrote  to  his  brother  as  follows : — “ By  means  of  Hottentot  spies 
I endeavoured  to  discover  the  runaway  boys.  Afterwards  I was 
told  by  Hottentot  boys,  who  came  over  the  mountains  from  Klip 
Rivier,  that  they  bad  seen  the  fugitives  there,  but  were  afraid  to 
catch  them,  armed  as  they  were.  They  shot  at  them  from  a 
distance  with  arrows.  On  the  following  day,  after  the  arrival  of 
these  natives,  I and  Olaas  Yoogt,  with  18  Hottentots,  crossed  the 
kloof  of  Buffeljagts  Rivier,  and  searched  for  five  days.  On  the 
sixth  day  we  returned  home,  having  found  nothing.  On  the  day 
when  Claas  Yoogt  had  left  Wagenmakers  Ylei,  15  hoys  at  sunset 
endeavoured  to  surprise  the  station.  I wished  to  capture  them,  but 
they  would  not  allow  me.  They  resisted  with  assegais,  and  I 
was  compelled  to  defend  myself,  for  I was  alone  with  Matthew. 
Between  us  we  shot  8 of  the  15.  The  rest  we  could  not  get. 
Right  days  later  we  heard  from  the  Hottentots  that  they  had 
killed  the  rest.  It  was  my  good  fortune  that  they  had  no  gun, 
otherwise  they  would  have  murdered  all  at  the  station.  God, 
however,  strengthened  me,  so  that  I gained  the  victory,  &c. — 
Your  brother,  Hans  Jurien  Potgieter.” 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  garrison — 744  all  told. 

July  15. — Two  of  the  Company’s  slaves  sentenced.  One  is  to 
be  hanged,  the  other  scourged  and  branded.  After  that  he  is  to 
he  banished  on  Robben  Island,  for  having  broken  into  a burgher’s 
garden,  and  heavily  wounding  his  son. 

August  31.— eBooks  balanced.  Net  profits  f 105,481 '6.  Lease 
of  liquor  sale  realised  f 4 1,780. 

September  1. — Resolved  to  recover  by  execution  the  amount  due 
from  Cent  Jansz,  of  Leyden,  for  arrear  leases,  both  for  the  Cape 
and  Stellenbosch. 

September  19. — Heavy  smoke  observed  in  the  coal  store. 
Discovered  that  the  coals  were  on  fire.  Fire  fortunately  soon  put 
out  without  having  done  much  damage.  Presumed  that  it  was 
caused  by  the  baking  oven,  which  was  only  separated  from  the 
coal  store  by  a partition  wall.  The  Governor  ordered  that  for  the 
better  security  of  the  whole,  another  and  second  partition  wall 
should  be  drawn  up  in  the  bakery. 

September  22. — S.E.  breeze.  Captain  De  Chavonnes,  appointed 
by  the  Directors  to  proceed  to  the  Malabar  coast,  embarks  with 
his  family  in  the  “ Samson.”  The  Governor  also  escorts  on  board 
his  daughter,  the  destined  bride  of  the  lion.  Councillor  Extra- 
ordinary F.  de  Groot  at  Batavia. 

September  25.  - The  “ Samson  ” leaves. 

October  3. — Thunder  and  lightning.  Heavy  rain  and  hail. 
Heavy  wind  from  the  North-west.  The  new  galiot  “ Geenrust  ” 
found  to  be  on  fire.  No  one  aware  of  the  cause.  This  happened 
about  2 o’clock  in  the  morning.  Yessel  burnt  to  the  water  line. 
Everthing  done  by  the  crew  to  save  the  ship,  but  without  success. 
Before  the  magazine  blew  up  they  had  to  save  themselves,  naked 
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and  bereft  of  everything.  It  was  a heartrending  sight  to  see  the 
skipper,  who  had  left  his  vessel  late  yesterday  afternoon  in  order 
to  attend  the  Sacrament  on  shore.  He  appeared  to  be  in  danger 
of  losing  his  mind.  His  lamentations  and  desperate  gestures  were 
great  beyond  measure.  But  they  could  not  restore  what  he  had 
lost,  or  free  him  from  the  probability  of  being  suspected  as  the 
cause  of  the  accident,  and  therefore  of  being  guilty  of  it. 

October  6. — The  Fiscal,  as  usual,  boards  the  “ Visch,”  accom- 
panied by  two  members  of  the  Court  of  J ustice,  to  muster  the  men 
before  departure. 

October  20. — Heavy  S.E.,  threatening  to  blow  down  every- 
thing. Annual  parade  of  the  burghers  in  the  morning.  All 
regaled  (met  een  deftig  tractement)  by  the  Governor. 

October  31. — The  earth,  parched  by  the  S.E.,  refreshed  by  a 
fine  rain,  which  lasted  the  whole  day. 

November  2.— Placcaat  published  as  follows  : — “ Lessees  for- 
bidden to  sub-let  their  leases,  or  part  with  them  to  others  who 
enjoy  all  the  benefit,  but  use  the  names  of  the  legal  lessees  illegally 
and  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  Company.  All  offenders  to  be 
prosecuted.  “ This  placcaat  is  specially  enacted  for  the  suppression 
of  smuggling.” 

November  23. — The  continumis  employment  of  the  Company’s 
draught  oxen  has  caused  the  death  of  a large  number.  It  is, 
therefore,  deemed  necessary  to  send  a sergeant,  corporal  and 
privates,  with  four  drivers  and  two  wagons,  to  barter  cattle  from 
the  Hottentots. 

December  16. — A soldier,  sailor  and  field-guard  (veldwachter) 
sentenced  to  be  smothered  for  the  crime  of  sodomy.  A fourth  (a 
soldier),  well  thrashed  within  doors,  and  kept  close  prisoner  until 
sent  away  as  an  exile  with  the  return  fleet. 

December  23. — Excessive  heat  after  the  continuous  S.E.,  making 
all  wish  for  the  evening. 

December  31. — Grateful  to  God  for  His  blessings  during  the 
year  now  passing  away. 


1718. 

January  1. — Ordinary  New  Year  congratulations. 

January  4. — Excessive  heat. 

January  10. — Flagstaff  on  Lion’s  Head  shivered  into  powder 
by  lightning. 

January  12. — Beturn  of  the  expedition  sent  out  on  the  23rd 
November,  1717,  to  baiter  cattle  from  the  natives.  They  brought 
some. 

January  15. — Lion’s  Head  provided  with  a new  flagstaff. 

January  17. — Arrival  of  the  Portuguese  slaver  “ Nostra  Signora 
a Madre  de  Deo,”  proceeding  from  Brazil  to  Madagascar  for 
slaves. 
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January  28. — The  French  ship  “ Le  Grand  Danican  ” arrives 
from  Brest,  via  Madeira,  bringing  the  pleasant  news  that  the  Turks 
had  been  defeated  at  Belgrado,  and  also  that  the  last  return  fleet 
had  arrived  safely. 

March  3. — The  sick  visitor  of  the  “ Amsterdam  ” cruelly  mur- 
dered during  the  night.  The  pockets  of  his  trousers  ripped  open, 
and  his  body  found  in  the  street.  An  Englishman  whilst  standing 
on  the  wharf,  blown  off  into  the  sea  by  the  wind  and  drowned. 

March  4. — The  English  slaver  “ Henry  ” arrives  with  slaves 
from  Madagascar  for  Jamaica. 

March  6. — The  Rev.  Joh.  Godefridus  d’Ailly  baptizes  nine 
children.  Evidence  of  the  fruitfulness  of  the  place. 

March  12, — 'Vegetables  very  scarce.  Governor  and  Council 
decide  to  allow  each  vessel  on  their  ordinary  ration  days  a bushel 
of  onions. 

March  27. — A vessel  fitted  out  at  Ostend,  and  called  the 
“ Keyser,”  last  September  from  China,  and  destined  to  Leghorn, 
arrives ; but  having  been  fitted  out  at  Ostend,  order  was  given  that 
it  was  to  leave  as  soon  as  possible,  no  one  being  allowed  on 
shore.  Further  that  it  should  not  be  provisioned  in  any  way. 

April  1. — The  Ostend  vessel  leaves. 

April  18. — The  return  fleet  leaves,  viz.,  21  ships  with  a cargo 
valued  at  f6,056,724‘12.  The  drought  broken  up  by  a fine  rain. 

May  6. — Signal  from  the  Lion’s  Head  that  a vessel  was  in  sight. 
It  arrived  in  the  evening.  She  appeared  to  be  the  “ Generate 
Vrede  ” which  had  left  the  Texel  on  the  23rd  January,  and  had  on 
board  Mr.  Pieter  Gysbert  Noot,  director  of  fortifications  and 
approaches,  from  Dutch  India  with  his  family.  All  were  in  good 
health,  and  landed  here  to  remain  for  some  time. 

June  4. — A fatal  accident  occurred.  A patient  in  the  hospital 
was  seized  with  an  attack  of  madness  during  the  night,  and  in 
that  state  killed  a sick  man  lying  next  to  him,  with  a knife.  He 
wounded  10  or  11  more,  and  caused  great  trouble  before  he  was 
overpowered.  He  was  at  last  seized,  but  not  before  he  had  also 
wounded  one  of  the  Company’s  slaves. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  garrison — 756  all  told. 

July  29. — Two  European  swindlers  or  highway  robbers  sen- 
tenced to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round  their  necks  ; 
after  that  to  be  scourged,  and  branded,  and  banished  for  10  years 
on  Robben  Island. 

August  1. — A large  number  of  whales  in  the  bay,  making  a 
great  noise  with  their  “ lowing.”  Some  tried  to  shoot  them  with 
guns,  but  unsuccessfully.  The  animals  left  in  the  course  of  the 
evening. 

August  31. — The  liquor  leases  sold,  and  realized  f36,800. 

September  5. — Ensign  Feyerabend  with  65  men,  six  ox  and  one 
horse  wagon,  left  on  a land  journey,  in  order  to  obtain  draught 
and  slaughter  oxen  from  the  Gouritz  and  Hacons  Hottentots,  or 
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from  whomsoever  they  could  get  it,  as  cattle  was  getting  very  scarce. 
Also  some  sheep. 

September  22. — Four  male  slaves  sentenced  to  he  hanged  for 
house-breaking,  and  a female  slave  to  be  scourged  and  branded  on 
the  right  cheek. 

October  1. — Lease  of  the  sale  of  meat  put  up,  for  the  supply  of 
ships,  hospital,  slaves,  &c.  No  bid  whatever. 

October  2. — Rev.  Henricus  Beck,  of  Stellenbosch,  preaches  in 
Cape  Town. 

October  14. — A slave  sentenced  to  be  hanged  for  house-breaking. 
Arrival  of  the  yacht  “ d’Uno  ” from  Tex  el  on  the  13th  May.  On 
the  7th  July,  in  North  latitude  4°  and  358 ' longitude,  it  had  been 
captured  by  a pirate,  which  killed  the  skipper,  and  took  the  vessel 
to  St.  Ferdinando  d’Orhono  Island.  After  having  suffered  a great 
deal,  they  were  given  their  liberty,  and  left  that  place  on  the  6th 
September. 

October  20. — Ordinary  parade  of  the  burghers.  The  three 
Companies  found  to  consist  of  234  men. 

November  1. — The  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  parade  yester- 
day. The  number  of  burghers  reached  325. 

December  3. — Four  slaves,  one  from  Bengal,  one  from  Mada- 
gascar, one  from  Java,  and  one  from  Malabar,  sentenced  to  be 
scourged  and  branded  for  desertion  and  theft.  Rosette,  a female 
slave  from  “ Moorenland,”  and  Rebecca  from  the  Cape  to  look  on. 

1719. 

January  1. — Ordinary  congatulations  and  festivities  at  Gover- 
nor’s house. 

January  13. — Two  soldiers  sentenced  to  run  the  gantlope. 

January  20. — Another  soldier  sentenced  in  a similar  manner. 

January  31. — News  brought  that  a strong  body  of  Bushmen 
had  on  the  29th,  at  the  cattle  stations  of  the  licensed  butcher 
Jacobus  van  der  Hey  den,  at  the  River  “ Zonder  End,”  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Hottentots  Holland  mountain*,  stolen  about  500 
head  of  cattle,  and  200  more  of  Yan  der  Heyden’s  brother-in-law, 
and  of  some  Hottentots  in  the  service  of  that  station  master.  The 
Bushmen  stated  to  the  herds  that  they  did  it  because  in  barter  they 
had,  in  the  name  of  the  Company,  been  robbed  of  some  cattle.  As 
this  is  a ruinous  blow  to  Van  der  Heyden,  and  makes  him  in- 
capable of  supplying  the  Company,  he  requested  the  Council  this 
afternoon  for  permission  to  send  out  some  volunteers  against  them, 
if  possible  to  overtake  them,  and  recapture  the  stolen  cattle.  This 
was  granted  according  to  resolution. 

February  5. — Arrival  of  the  Portuguese  ship  “ Nostra  Seignora 
du  Pila,”  bringing  250  slaves  from  Madagascar,  and  intended  for 
Bahia  de  Todos  los  Sanctos  ( All  Saints’  Bay). 

February  8. — Arrival  of  the  first  return  ship,  the  “ Standvastig- 
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lieid  ” ; of  the  Squadron  under  Commander  Gerrit  Verzyde,  and 
Rear-Admiral  Aernout  van  Cleeff. 

February  9. — Arrival  of  the  rest ; and  of  an  English  slaver, 
the  “ Robert,”  from  Madagascar  with  400  slaves  for  Barbadoes. 

February  18. — All  the  return  ships  in  the  bay. 

March  16. — Arrival  of  the  Ceylon  ships. 

April  1. — Departui’e  of  the  return  fleet,  excepting  the  “ Ouden- 
aarde  ” which  had  an  accident,  and  was  obliged  to  remain  behind 
to  refit.  The  other  ships  and  their  chief  commander  took  no 
notice  of  her — 29  ships  in  all. 

April  7. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship,  “ Friendship  ” on  the 
15th  December,  from  London,  stating  that  it  had  expressly  been 
despatched  to  inform  the  English  return  ships  of  the  rupture 
between  England  and  Spain. 

April  26. — News  continually  coming  in  from  the  country  that 
the  horses  were  dying  off,  and  that  the  rate  of  mortality  is  daily 
increasing.  They  die  at  once,  in  a moment,  without  preceding 
signs  of  sickness.  A great  inconvenience  to  the  people  widely 
scattered  about  the  Colony  so  sparsely  inhabited. 

May  5 — The  reformed  (gereformeert)  ships’  placcaat  (amended 
ships’  regulations)  published  this  day. 

May  9. — Arrival  of  a decked  boat  (English)  belonging  to  the 
ship  “ Elizabeth  ” with  which  it  had  left  Madagascar  on  the  8th 
March.  On  the  18th,  in  S.  latitude  21°  30',  it  had  parted  from 
that  ship,  and  expected  now  to  find  it  here.  Such,  however,  not 
being  the  case,  and  the  boat  having  no  papex-s,  it  was  ordered  to 
leave  at  once,  and  that  ixo  one  shoxxld  come  on  shore.  The  N.W. 
wind,  however,  prevented  it  from  departing. 

May  13. — A slave  sentenced  to  be  bx’oken  on  the  wheel,  and 
another  to  staxxd  under  the  gallows,  and  afterwards  to  be  scourged 
and  branded. 

May  15. — N.W.  wind.  The  top  of  a main  mast  washed  on 
shore.  Wind  increasing. 

May  23. — The  captains  of  the  four  English  ships  in  the  bay 
called  on  the  Governor  for  permission  to  sell  the  small  English, 
vessel  which  had  arx’ived  here  on  the  9th  as  the  crew  was  without 
provisions,  and  intended  to  run  the  boat  on  shore.  They  had  also 
lost  their  last  sails  by  the  storms,  and  were  xxnable  to  reach  St. 
Helena.  The  chief  clerk  was,  xxpon  this,  sent  round  to  the  mem- 
bers of  council  for  their  opinion,  and  all  agreed,  excepting  the 
“ Seeunde  ” Cranendonck,  who  believed  that  the  permission  should 
be  giveix  in  full  meeting,  and  after  careful  consideration. 

June  3. — Ax-rival  of  the  English  ship  “ Elizabeth  ” from  Mada- 
gascar with  600  slaves  destined  for  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica.  The 
boat  mentioned  above  belonged  to  that  ship.  After  it  had  left, 
a mutiny  had  occurred  among  the  slaves.  The  boatswain  ami 
others  had  been  mxxx'dex-ed,  and  the  cx'ew  compelled  to  kill  am*- 
throw  overboard  a good  many  of  the  slaves. 
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June  26. — A terrible  condition  of  affairs  on  the  roadstead.  A 
flying  south  west  storm  meeting  the  north  west ; rollers  rushing 
into  Table  Bay.  Terrible  rolling  of  the  ships,  and  their  great 
distress.  Hail  and  thunder  during  the  night.  Roofs  damaged. 
Nine  boats  thrown  on  shore.  Fortunately  no  disasters. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  Company’s  servants. 

In  garrison,  576 ; in  Grroenekloof,  5 ; in  the  Land  of  Waveren, 
7 ; in  Klapmuts,  6 ; in  Saldanlia  Bay,  4 ; on  the  yacht  “ d’Amy,” 
10  ; on  the  Land  boat,  5 ; unemployed,  1 ; paid  men,  4 ; workmen 
on  Robben  Island,  17 ; convicts,  19.  Total,  736. 

July  8. — Two  sailors  to  stand  under  the  gallows,  to  be  scourged, 
branded  and  chained,  and  finally  to  serve  25  years  as  convicts  on 
Robben  Island  for  stealing  some  rope  out  of  the  Company’s  stores. 

July  13. — Death  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  hospital.  Pro- 
vision made  for  another  appointment. 

July  21. — Statement  of  the  survivors  out  of  a boat  capsized  in 
Table  Bay — six  men  : — “ Twenty-four  of  them  were  in  the  boat 
under  command  of  the  third  officer ; and  there  was  besides  the 
little  son  of  the  sick  visitor,  Jan  Mahieu.  They  left  the  jetty  at 
sunset.  The  boat  had  3 half  leaguers  of  water  on  board,  some 
small  casks,  two  loads  of  fuel,  ten  boxes  of  private  parties  leaving 
the  hospital  for  the  ship,  with  their  bedding.  A fair  breeze  was 
blowing.  The  boxes  stood  in  the  bow  of  the  boat,  and  the  fuel 
was  behind  the  inast  in  the  hold,  but  packed  higher  than  the  bul- 
warks. The  boat  being  so  heavy  in  front  shipped  a large  quantity 
of  water.  It  was  thereupon  put  about,  but,  because  of  the  quantity 
of  water  shipped,  became  unmanageable ; nor  could  it  be  baled 
out,  because  of  the  stuff  on  board  The  mate  then  ordered  the 
boxes  to  be  thrown  overboard,  the  sail  having  by  that  time  been 
almost  taken  in.  However,  being  full  of  water,  the  men  in  it 
moving  from  one  side  to  another,  she  turned  over  on  her  beam  ends. 
Some  men  were  thrown  out,  also  the  mate,  quartermaster,  and  the 
little  boy.  Anthony  Yerstreep,  afraid  of  being  drowned,  decided 
to  swim  on  shore  with  the  leaboard  (“  zwaard”)  of  the  boat  and 
give  information.  In  the  meanwhile  the  boat  got  among  the 
rocks,  and  the  survivors  were  rescued  by  a shore  boat  after  having 
been  about  If  hours  in  the  water.” 

July  22. — The  bodies  of  the  drowned  washed  on  shore,  and 
buried  from  the  hospital. 

August  3. — The  rain  so  heavy  that  the  streets  of  the  town  could 
hardly  contain  the  water.  Also  a heavy  N.N.  W.  wind,  threatening 
danger  to  the  ships. 

August  17. — A.  Madagascar  slave,  belonging  to  the  ex-burgher- 
raad  Willem  Mensmk,  sentenced  to  be  broken  on  the  wheel,  having 
during  the  term  of  six  years  as  a fugitive,  committed  many  serious 
crimes — murders,  thefts,  destruction  of  property,  &c. 

August  31. — The  liquor  lease  put  up,  which  realised -- Stellen- 
bosch and  Drakenstein  excluded— f36, 440. 
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September  9. — A Tranquebar  slave  to  have  his  right  hand  cut 
off,  and  after  that  to  be  hanged,  for  murdering  his  master. 
Another,  from  Cochin,  to  be  scourged  and  branded. 

November  23. — A slave  of  Manado  sentenced  to  have  his  right 
hand  cut  off,  and,  with  it  on  his  head,  to  be  hanged,  for  attempting 
to  murder  his  mistress. 


1720. 

January  2. — Guns  fired  at  Robben  Island  to  give  notice  that 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  Castle,  Cornelis  Barentz,  who  had  proceeded 
thither  for  the  restoration  of  his  health,  had  died.  Body  brought 
to  the  Cape  for  burial. 

J anuary  4. — A letter  from  the  Landdrost,  stating  that  yesterday 
morning  a fire  had  broken  out  at  Stellenbosch,  between  .10  and  11 
o’clock,  which  destroyed  the  Company’s  house,  occupied  by  the 
Matharan  Prince  Loring  Passir.  It  broke  out  in  an  adjoining 
small  hut.  Origin  unknown.  Fortunately  the  wind  was  S.E., 
otherwise  Stellenbosch  might  again  have  been  burnt  down. 

January  16. — The  English  ship  “Marlborough”  does  not 
salute  the  Castle  on  arrival,  and  the  wharfmaster  is  ordered  to 
proceed  on  board  and  inform  the  captain  that  no  one  will  be 
alloAved  to  land  before  the  usual  salute  has  been  fired.  An 
English  subaltern  came  on  shore  and  stated  that  the  reason  was 
that  they  had  an  elephant  on  board  from  Madras,  and  were  afraid 
of  frightening  him.  Excuse  allowed. 

January  19. — Placcaat  published,  forbidding  the  sale  or  barter 
even  of  the  smallest  quantity  of  grain  to  the  vessels  of  the  Com- 
pany or  to  foreign  ships,  as  orders  had  been  received  from  the 
Directors  that  the  next  return  ships  were  to  be  fully  provisioned 
here  for  the  voyage  home.  The  harvest  having  been  bad,  no 
doubt  caused  by  the  heavy  rains  succeeded  by  drought,  there 
seems  to  be  a probability  that  there  will  not  be  sufficient  grain  for 
the  purpose. 

January  29. — General  complaint  that  the  crops  are  parched  up 
by  the  extraordinary  drought. 

January  31. — (First  time  that  I find  that  the  names  of  the 
deceased  slaves  of  the  Company  are  registered  monthly). 

February  5. — News  received  that  the  house  on  the  farm  of  the 
burgher  Jacob  Yogel  had  been  entirely  burnt  down.  Cause 
unknown. 

February  22. — Arrival  of  the  “ Assenburgh  ” from  Amsterdam. 
Reports  that  on  the  13th,  and  60  miles  from  the  coast,  it  had  been 
attacked  by  a pirate  about  104-6  feet  long,  carrying  about  26 
guns  and  230  men.  A large  portion  of  the  latter  were  black.  It 
had  twice  been  beaten  off,  but  had  followed  the  “ Assenburgh  ” 
until  within  sight  of  the  Cape.  Most  of  the  damage  was  suffered 
in  the  masts  and  rigging.  The  pirate  had  striven  to  make  the 
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“ Assenburgh  ” helpless  by  shooting  away  its  masts.  Only  five 
men  were  slightly  wounded.  News  at  once  sent  to  the  “ Amazone ,T 
in  Saldanha  Bay  to  be  on  its  guard,  and  prepared  for  battle  should 
the  pirate  visit  that  bay  to  repair  damages. 

February  24. — The  “ Postlooper  ” sent  out  to  cruise  and  warn 
the  rest  of  the  return  ships  to  be  prepared  for  battle,  and  to  remain 
together. 

February  25. — Arrival  of  return  ships. 

March  5. — Arrival  of  the  return  ship  “ ITopvogel,”  which  some 
days  ago  had  met  with  two  pirates  which  had  captured  an  English 
vessel  within  sight  of  the  “Hopvogel.” 

March  20.  —It  having  been  observed  that  the  English  vessel 
“ Britain  ” had  been  discovered  by  the  Fiscal  to  be  laden  with 
private  goods  for  the  Cape,  and  that  the  captain  inteuded  to  sell 
them  here  if  possible,  the  Governor  at  once  ordered  him  to  proceed 
on  board  with  his  men,  and  without  delay  to  leave  this  bay,  and 
that  he  should  do  so  without  obtaining  any  supplies.  Orders  also 
left  on  the  beach  bj'  the  Fiscal  that  nothing  should  be  allowed  to- 
be  landed. 

April  19. — Departure  of  the  return  ships — 19  in  all.  Cargo 
valued  at  fo,483,038T5.  Invoice. 

May  5. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Mary  Galy  ” from 
Madeira,  professing  to  be  laden  with  wines  to  be  taken  on  to  St. 
Helena.  But  as  the  captain  could  not  show  his  papers,  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a smuggler,  and  ordered  at  once  to  go  on  board, 
and  not  to  set  his  foot  od  shore  again ; whilst  all  refreshments 
were  denied  to  his  ship. 

May  29. — Departure  of  some  return  ships. 

June  8.  — The  “ Valkenisse,”  return  ship,  sends  a boat  on  shore 
with  the  junior  merchant  and  a passenger,  which  brings  the  infor- 
mation from  the  Commodore  of  the  Fleet,  Hugo  van  der  Siyke,. 
that  this  morning  the  bookkeeper  of  the  English  ship  “ Tord- 
wicke,”  which  had  put  back  last  night,  had  come  on  board  and 
stated  that,  after  having  left  on  Wednesday  last,  they  had  seen 
towards  the  North,  and  in  sight  of  land,  two  ships  which  did  not 
show  their  flags,  and  which  gave  chase.  They  had  changed  their 
course  often,  but  had  always  been  chased  One  had  attempted  to 
cut  the“  Tordwicke”  off  from  shore;  so  that  it  was  presumed  that 
they  were  pirates,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  return  and  request 
the  Governor  for  permission  to  be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  of 
the  Company’s  ships ; the  bookkeeper  urgently  requesting  it  in 
the  name  of  bis  captain.  The  Governor  replied,  “ That  our  ships 
had  no  orders  to  attack  anyone  unless  when  first  attacked ; also, 
that  those  here  and  now  ready  for  sea  had  to  take  quite  a different 
course,  but  that  the  English  ship  might  leave  and  proceed  in 
company  with  them  as  far  a3  it  wished  ” The  Dutch  ships  were 
ordered  to  leave  at  once  as  the  S.E.  was  favourable,  and  to  remain 
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together  according  to  their  written  instructions.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  and  the  English  ship  left  in  company. 

June  13. — The  “ Steenhoven  ” arrives  from  Holland,  also  the 
“Elizabeth.”  The  latter  brought  Klaas  Nieuwhof;  to  remain  here 
until  the  hookers  “ Gouda  ” and  “ Meeteren  ” have  arrived,  in 
order  to  proceed  with  those  vessels  to  Rio  de  la  Goa  as  chief  of 
the  settlement  intended  to  open  trade  intercourse  there.  (Een 
kantoor.) 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  men — 800  in  all. 

July  9. — Placcaat  published  forbidding  the  sale  of  living  sheep 
to  foreigners. 

July  20. — The  slave  Adolf,  of  Madagascar,  strangled  and 
scorched  for  arson.  Six  others  hanged  for  desertion,  theft,  and 
cattle  theft.  One  of  them  to  have  his  right  hand  cut  off. 

July  21. — The  “ Elizabeth,”  instead  of  leaving,  hoists  a signal 
and  fires  a gun,  desiring  that  the  senior  merchant,  Abraham 
Wyns,  who  had  sojourned  here  some  time  by  orders  from  home 
and  was  leaving  by  this  vessel,  should  come  on  board.  He  kept 
her  waiting  for  him  until  late  in  the  evening. 

August  31. — The  liquor  licence  leased,  and  realised  f 3 1,97 0. 

September  6. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Mary  Gaily  ” from 
Liverpool,  destined  to  cruise  against  privateers.  She  had, 
whilst  taking  in  water  at  the  Island  of  Annabon,  seen  two  sailing 
by  and  towards  Angola,  whither  she  was  also  proceeding.  She 
asked  to  remain  here  a few  days  to  refresh,  but  the  Governor 
refused  the  request,  and  the  captain  was  ordered  to  return  on  board 
immediately,  whilst  the  hooker  “ Zeolandia  ” was  ordered  to  lie 
alongside,  to  prevent  any  communication  with  the  shore. 

October  1. — The  supply  of  fresh  meat  and  living  sheep  to  the 
Company’s  ships,  hospital,  slaves,  &c.,  publicly  put  up  to  compe- 
tition, but,  after  the  Council  had  sat  waiting  for  a long  time,  no 
bid  was  made.  At  last  the  burgher  Jacobus  van  der  Heyden  took 
it  for  a year  at  three  heavy  stivers  per  lb.  for  mutton  and  beef, 
and  9 gl.  for  a living  sheep. 

October  21. — Burgher  parade.  It  was  found  that  the  three 
companies  consisted  of  220  men. 

November  22. — Arrival  of  the  hookers  “ Caap  ” and  “ Gouda  ” 
from  Texel  on  the  21st  July.  The  one  with  30  and  the  other  with 
32  men.  They  are  destined  by  the  Directors  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  office  at  Terra  di  Natal  and  Rio  de  la  Goa,  and  to  keep 
open  the  communication  between  those  places  and  the  Cape. 

November  4. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Princess  Anna  ” 
from  Mocha  on  the  !.‘th  August,  and  bound  for  England.  The 
captain  reported  that  the  Company’s  ship  “ Schoonenberg,”  which 
left  the  Cape  for  Ceylon  on  the  10th  October,  1719,  had  had  the 
misfortune  to  pass  Ceylon  and  the  Malabar  coast,  and  been 
compelled  to  call  at  a haven  named  Sylla  on  the  African  coast, 
near  the  Red  Sea,  to  get  water.  It  had  already  lost  100  men  by 
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death,  and  still  had  many  sick,  among  them  the  chief  and  junior 
mates.  That  the  skipper,  putting  too  much  faith  in  the  good 
feeling  of  the  natives,  had  sent  the  junior  merchant  and  14  men  on 
shore  for  water ; that  all  were  massacred  on  landing ; and  that 
only  one  escaped.  The  third  officer  was  consequently  the  sole 
surviving  officer.  This  was  made  known  to  the  Company’s  office 
at  Mocha,  which  at  once  sent  thither  victuals,  men  and  officers. 
The  ship  was  then  brought  to  Mocha,  whence  it  would  leave  for 
Ceylon.  He  also  stated  that  in  the  Gulf  of  Persia  one  ship 
belonging  to  the  Company,  and  three  Moorish  vessels  had  been 
captured  by  pirates. 

December  11. — 'Heavy  S.E.  at  night.  A fire  discovered  at  the 
foot  of  Table  Mountain,  above  the  gardens  situated  there, 
which  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  we  began  to  fear  that  all 
the  gardens  and  their  dwelling-houses,  and  also  the  whole  settle- 
ment, would  be  destroyed.  The  fire  was  fortunately  put  out  by 
some  soldiers  and  sailors,  who  went  thither  by  order  of  the 
Governor.  This  would,  however,  not  have  been  so  easy  if  the 
wind  had  not  gone  down. 

December  12. — Some  fire  still  seen  against  the  mountain.  The 
burghers  ordered  to  go  thither  and  extinguish  it.  This  was 
satisfactorily  done  with  the  help  of  some  soldiers  and  sailors. 

December  13. — Return  of  the  “Zelandia”  from  Saldanha  Bay. 
She  will  most  likely  go  with  the  “ Caap  ” and  “ Gouda  ” for  com- 
municating with  Rio  de  la  Goa  and  Terra  di  Natal. 

December  19. — Fine  weather.  Every  effort  made  to  get  the 
three  vessels  ready  for  De  la  Goa. 

December  30. — The  above  ships  supplied  with  four  pieces  of 
Dutch  white  linen. 


1721. 

January  1. — The  ordinary  congratulations. 

January  2. — A slave,  for  conspiracy,  violence  and  sheep- stealing, 
sentenced  to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  a nooee  round  his  neck  ; 
after  that  to  be  scourged  and  branded,  and  to  remain  six  months 
in  irons. 

January  3. — The  Burgherraden  report  that  one  of  the  wings  of 
the  mill  is  rotten,  and  that  consequently  the  inhabitants  are 
suffering  great  inconvenience.  It  was  resolved  to  allow  them  a 
mast  of  17  palms  length,  for  cash,  with  50  per  cent,  added  to  the 
cost  price. 

January  5. — Departure  of  the  sugar  ships.  Value  of  cargo, 
f5G6,186  J0‘8. 

J anuary  8. — Arrival  of  the  Ceylon  return  ships. 

January  14. — The  “Caap,”  “ Gouda ” and  “ Zeelandia  ” leave  for 
Dela  Goa  and  Terra  di  Natal,  under  command  of  Sieur  Willem 
van  Taak,  who  is  on  board  the  “ Caap,”  as  chief  of  the  expedition, 
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in  the  place  of  Claas  Meerhof,  deceased.  He  leaves  with  the  rank 
of  merchant. 

January  21. — Arrival  of  the  return  ships. 

January  29. — A slave,  for  attempted  murder  and  desertion,  to 
stand  under  the  gallows,  &c.  ; be  scourged  on  the  bare  back  and 
branded  ; then  to  be  chained  for  two  yeai’S,  and  in  that  way  to  be 
-sent  home  to  his  mistress. 

April  5. — Arrival  of  two  English  vessels,  the  “ Mary  ” and 
“ Cardonna,”  which  reported  that  in  May  last  the  English  out- 
ward bound  ships  “ Cassandra  ” and  “Greenwich,”  when  at  one 
of  the  Mayotte  islands  named  Anjou  an  (or  Johanna),  had  been 
attacked  by  a heavily-armed  pirate.  The  first  was  captured,  but 
the  other  escaped.  The  pirate  was  afterwards  reinforced  by  two 
others,  and  then  the  trio  decided  to  cruise  for  some  time  off  Ceylon, 
in  order  to  capture  the  Surat,  Bengal  and  Moorish  ships.  The 
Governor  of  Bombay  had  sent  out  some  armed  vessels  against 
them.  Another  pirate  had  also  taken  a Moorish  (Indian)  ship, 
and  found  in  it  13  lac  rupees  in  cash.  These  pirates,  he  said,  had 
14  first-class  vessels  at  sea,  the  smallest  carrying  30  guns,  to 
attack  any  ship  of  whatever  country  it  might  be.  it  was  further 
stated  that  they  intended  to  settle  at  Mauritius. 

April  12. — Arrival  of  a one-masted  vessel  under  English 
colours,  and  the  command  of  W.  Griffiths.  He  said  his  vessel 
was  the  “ Friendship,”  with  seven  Europeans  on  board  and  two 
blacks,  coming  from  Antigoa,  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  whither  he 
was  returning.  He  was  ordered  to  leave  without  refreshments, 
and  vessels  were  laid  alongside  his  ship  to  prevent  smuggling. 

April  23. — Departure  of  22  return  ships  with  a cargo  of 
f8,023,257T5-8.  Invoice.  Five  remain  behind,  not  yet  provided 
with  necessaries,  but  will  be  ready  soon. 

May  4. — -Departure  of  the  abovenamed  five  ships,  with  a cargo 
of  fl, 243, 725-18-8.  Invoice. 

June  1. — Arrival  of  the  “ Midloo  ” from  Texel  21st  November. 
She  brings  a letter  from  the  Seventeen,  informing  the  Governor, 
who  was  an  extraordinary  member,  that  he  had  been  promoted  to 
the  dignity  of  ordinary  member  of  the  Council  of  India,  with 
the  salary  attached  to  that  rank. 

June  6. — Arrival  of  the  English  King’s  ships  “ Lion  and 
“ Shoreham  ” from  Portsmouth  to  Bombay.  They  would  not 
salute  the  Castle  according  to  the  usual  custom. 

June  7. — One  of  the  officers  landing  to-day  asked  for  refresh- 
ments for  the  ships.  They  were  granted ; but  the  Governor 
wished  to  see  beforehand  the  ship’s  papers,  in  order  to  convince 
himself  that  they  were  really  men-of-war ; and  also  that  they 
should  salute  the  flag  of  their-  High  Mightinesses.  The  officer  replied 
that  they  really  were  King’s  ships,  and  therefore  not  obliged  to 
salute  or  to  show  their  papers,  but  if  the  Castle  wished  to  welcome 
them  with  a salute,  they  would  reply  to  the  same  with  the  same 
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number  of  guns.  The  Council  hereupon  met  and  decided  as  per 
resolution. 

June  10. — Arrival  of  the  “Wendela”  and  other  ships  from 
home.  The  “ Westerdj>xhoorn  ” was  overtaken  by  a thunder- 
storm, whicli  killed  the  chief  mate  and  14  men,  wounding  14 
more. 

June  15. — The  rector  of  the  school  here,  formerly  minister  of 
religion  at  Lillo,  the  Rev.  Lambertus  Slicher,  is  permitted  by  the 
Directors  to  fill  the  pulpit  whenever  the  opportunity  offers.  This 
he  accordingly  did  this  morning  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  a 
large  congregation. 

June  22. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Exchester,”  which 
saluted  the  Castle  with  13  cannons,  and  was  thanked  with  11  ; but 
as  it  was  also  a King’s  ship,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  salute 
was  intended  for  its  consorts  lying  here. 

June  24. — The  three  English  war  ships  leave.  The  “ Exchester  ” 
only  salutes,  and  receives  a reply  from  the  Castle. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  garrison — 794  in  all. 

July  3. — Return  of  the  “ Zeelandia  ” from  De  la  Groa,  which  it 
had  left  on  the  7th  June.  The  three  hookers  had  arrived  there  on 
the  9th  March,  and  the  commander  had  taken  possession  in  the 
name  of  the  Company.  We  were,  however,  sorry  to  hear  that  the 
Commander  Willem  van  Taak  and  15  others — officers  and  men — 
had  died  there  in  a short  time,  and  when  the  vessel  left  many 
others  were  mortally  sick.  All  further  particulars  are  to  be  found 
in  the  letter  from  that  place. 

July  4. — The  first  sworn  clerk  sent  round  to  the  members  of 
Council  with  the  following  communication  : — That  as  a large 
number  of  the  men  had  died  at  De  la  Groa,  and  a large  number  was 
lying  ill,  whilst  the  servants  there  gave  good  hopes  for  the  place 
if  they  were  only  provided  with  what  they  required,  so  that  in 
course  of  time  the  Company  would  be  immensely  benefited,  the 
small  vessel  “ D’Uno,”  now  ready  to  leave,  should  be  detained,  in 
order,  after  a reperusal  of  the  papers,  to  be  despatched  to  De  la  Groa 
with  the  necessary  men  and  requirements.  This  proposal  was 
unanimously  adopted.  See  Resolution  of  5th  July. 

July  8. — Arrival  of  the  English  war  ship  “ Salisbury,”  without 
saluting  the  Castle. 

July  19. — The  English  ships  “ Hartfort,”  “ Grantham  ” and 
“ Salisbury  ” leave.  Only  the  “ Hartfort  ” salutes. 

August  12. — The  “ Uno  ” and  “ Zeelandia  ” Rave  for  De  la  Groa 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Council,  that  in  the  place  of  the  deceased 
W.  van  Taak,  the  Secunde  there,  Casparus  Swertner,  had  been 
appointed  commander,  and  Fred.  Christian  Lappenbergh  as  his 
“ Secunde.” 

August  13. — Arrival  of  the  “ Meyenburgh  ” from  Zealand  with 
93  dead  out  of  315  men,  55  still  ill  on  board;  had  suffered  severe 
weather,  and  been  considerably  damaged  in  masts  and  rigging. 


285 


Repaired  in  Portsmouth  ; there  33  men  deserted.  The  “ Zanden- 
burgh  ” had  also  lost  its  masts,  and  become  so  leaky  that  about 
70  miles  from  the  “ Chorles  ” it  had  been  abandoned  by  the  men, 
and  afterwards  it  had  sunk  ; but  that  before  that  10  cases  of  specie 
had  been  taken  out  and  put  on  board  an  English  ship.  Four  cases 
had  been  broken  open  by  the  crew,  and  their  contents  stolen. 

August  31. — Liquor  licence  leased,  excluding  Stellenbosch  and 
Drakenstein.  It  produced  in  all  f28,330,  i.e.,  f3,640  less  than 
last  year. 

September  9. — The  Company’s  oxen  have  become  very  small  in 
number  because  of  the  heavy  work  which  they  have  to  do  daily, 
and  also  on  account  of  the  continuous  mortality  among  them, 
which  has  now  lasted  more  than  six  years.  This  greatly  interferes 
with  the  work  necessary  to  be  done,  and  therefore  Ensign  Rhenius 
was  sent  away  last  night  with  some  men  and  merchandize  to  some 
Hottentot  nations  living  towards  the  north,  in  order  to  barter  some 
cattle  for  the  Company. 

September  12. — A sailor  for  the  crime  of  burglary  and  attempted 
theft,  sentenced  to  be  scourged  on  his  bare  back,  and  to  be  a 
convict  on  liobben  Island  for  five  years. 

October  1. — The  butcher  licence  for  supplies  put  up,  but  like 
last  year  no  offer  was  made.  See  Resolution  on  the  subject. 

October  2. — N.W.  wind,  and  continuous  rains  for  some  days 
now.  A very  cold  day.  Something  rare  this  time  of  the  year. 
People  suffering  from  colds  accompanied  by  fever,  not  only  here, 
but  also  in  the  country.  Some  have  even  died  from  the  sickness. 

October  8. — Death  of  Abraham  Cranendonck,  extraordinary 
councillor  of  India  and  Secunde,  after  a few  days  illness. 

October  11 — Funeral  of  Cranendonck,  fully  described.  Cornelis 
van  Beaumont,  fiscal,  and  J . de  la  Fontaine,  merchant  and  store- 
master,  acting  for  the  widow.  Deceased  having  no  relations  in 
the  colony,  the  following  names  were  called  up  by  roll,  viz.,  the 
Governor,  &c. 

October  (?). — The  Burgher  parade  of  the  three  Companies  held 
to-day — 217  men  present.  Officers  and  others  dine  with  the 
Governor.  At  the  same  time  the  lime  shed  got  on  fire  which 
stood  outside  the  castle,  very  likely  caused  by  a plug  fired  from 
a gun.  Fire  soon  put  out. 

October  23. — Rain,  first  with  east  aud  then  with  north-west 
wind,  very  heavy.  At  night  between  eight  and  nine  it  commenced 
blowing  and  raining  from  all  sides,  so  that  the  streets  looked  like 
an  ocean,  being  so  full  of  water  that  they  could  not  be  passed. 

October  24 — Same  weather.  Damages  done  to  houses,  roofs, 
trees,  gardens,  &c. 

November  2. — Arrival  of  the  “ Caap  ” and  “ Uno  ” from 
De  la  Goa  on  the  13th  October.  Brings  news  as  contained  in  letter 
(to  which  refer). 
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November  6. — -A  slave  to  be  banged  for  public  violence,  theft, 
cattle  theft,  and  seduction  of  slaves. 

November  25. — Ensign  Tobias  Rhenius  returns  at  the  Company’s 
station  Yissers  Hok  ; because  of  the  disinclination  of  the  Hotten- 
tots to  sell,  be  could  only  obtain  128  cattle. 

December  7. — The  “ Zeelandia  ” also  arrives  from  De  la  Goa, 
but  brings  no  particular  news.  Things  were  as  bad  there  as  when 
the  two  other  hookers  left. 

December  28. — The  “ Caap  ” leaves  for  De  la  Goa. 

1722. 

January  1. — Ordinary  congratulations. 

January  22. — Excessive  rain  and  cold.  One  slave  sentenced  to 
be  broken,  another  to  be  hanged,  four  others  to  stand  under  the 
gallows,  with  rope  round  their  necks,  and  after  that  to  be  scourged 
and  branded,  and  the  right  heel  cut  off.  Then  to  be  chained  for 
three  years,  and  sent  home  in  that  way  to  their  masters,  for  violence, 
theft,  and  cattle  theft. 

February  3. — Horrible  heat.  South-east  in  the  afternoon. 

February  20. — The  “ Ravestein  ” takes  a cargo  of  wheat  for 
Batavia. 

February  24. — Arrival  of  the  “ Westerdyxhorn  ” from  Batavia, 
1st  December.  The  skipper  reports  that  the  fleet  had  on  the  17th 
January  encountered  a severe  storm  in  26°  15'  south  latitude,  and 
88°  45 ' longitude,  and  that  he  had  parted  from  his  consorts.  In 
the  afternoon,  the  Vice-Commander’s  ship,  “ Het  Yaderland  ge- 
trouw,”  arrived,  also  the  “ Wassenaar.”  Reported  that  they  had 
picked  up  at  sea  the  “ schieman  ” (boatswain’s  mate)  of  the 
“ Samson,”  Rocus  de  Visser,  who  reported  that  that  vessel  had  been 
lost.  The  log-book  of  the  “Yaderland”  has  the  following: — 
“ Skipper  Rens  of  the  ‘ Strykebolle  ’ heard  from  schieman 
Rocus  that  on  Saturday,  17th  January,  during  the  first  watch,  and 
in  a heavy  storm,  the  anchor  made  a hole  in  the  bows  causing  a 
leak  which  could  not  be  stopped.  The  ship  was  put  before  the 
wind,  but  the  rudder  pin  broke  ; tried  to  repair  it,  but  the  ship 
remained  helpless,  and  was  gradually  sinking.  Every  one  than 
tried  to  save  himself.  The  ‘ schieman  ’ was  washed  overboard 
with  a piece  of  wreck,  and  drifted  on  it  until  Monday,  the  9th, 
when  he  was  seen  by  the  ‘ Strykebolle  ’ and  picked  up.” 

February  25. — Arrival  of  the  yacht  “ Schoteroog,”  which  had 
fished  up  at  sea  a sailor  of  the  “ Samson  ” 

March  3rd.— Statement  of  Dirksz  : of  Zevenhuyzen,  picked  up 
at  sea,  and  one  of  the  crew  of  the  “ Samson.”  Tells  of  the  storm, 
the  breaking  of  the  rudder,  and  the  efforts  to  repair  it  The  water 
running  into  the  gunner's  room  and  kitchen.  Ship  helpless. 
Finally  she  fell  over  on  the  starboard  side.  Masts  cut  down,  but 
the  vessel  would  not  right.  The  men  washed  overboard  and 
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drowned.  Dirksz  : however,  with  others  clung  to  the  wreck.  Was 
beaten  off,  and  then  clung  to  two  planks;  afterwards  he  clung  to  the 
figure  head — a lion — the  “ schieman  ” clung  to  the  tafferel.  A vessel 
was  sighted  at  last.  The  “ Strykebolle  ” picked  up  the  “ schie- 
man,” and  left  me,  Dirksz,  in  my  misery.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
“ Schoteroog  ” found  me,  after  having  sat  on  the  piece  of  wood 
from  Sunday  morning  until  the  next  day  four  o’clock. 

March  4. — Arrival  of  the  “ Koning  Karel,”  with  reports  that 
the  Admiral’s  ship,  the  “ Amstelveen,”  having  on  board  Commis- 
sioner Theunis  de  Haan,  had  on  the  17th  January  perished  at  sea 
with  all  on  board. 

March  4. — Further  report  of  the  “Samson.” 

March  5. — Arrival  of  the  “ Geertrui  ” which  had  lost  all  its 
masts. 

March  9 — H.  Eksteen  (burgher)  informed  by  trvo  men  that 
their  vessel  had  been  lost  off  “ Groenekloof.”  A horseman  at  once 
despatched  for  particulars.  Report  of  the  gunner’s  mate  of  the 
lost  ship  “ Amstelveen,”  viz.  Pieter  Eckhof,  of  Lubeck : — 
“ When  the  storm  overtook  us,  the  commander-in-chief  did  not 
wish  the  fleet  to  separate,  but  ordered  it  to  lie  to ; consequently 
the  chief  ship  got  a large  quantity  of  water  on  board,  keeping  us 
at  the  pumps  the  whole  night.  Seeing  no  ships  the  next  morning 
we  wished  to  put  the  vessel  to  the  wind,  but  she  shipped  so  much 
water  that  she  heeled  over  to  starboard.  Commander  Teunis  de 
Haan  then  ordered  the  masts  to  be  cut,  but  they  would  not  fall. 
The  commander  then  called  out,  ‘ Comrades  we  are  doomed,  the 
ship  won’t  right.’  The  mate  then  went  to  his  hut  to  his  wife,  and 
the  commander  into  his  cabin,  as  all  hopes  of  being  saved  were 
lost.  The  ship  fell  over  with  the  masts  on  the  water,  and  sank 
head  foremost.  About  40  men  took  refuge  on  the  quarter-deck. 
The  rest  were  drowned  in  the  ship.  They  had  sat  on  the  gallery  a 
short  time,  when  the  ship  burst  and  all  fell  into  the  sea,  trying  to  save 
themselves  as  best  they  could.  The  narrator  seized  a staircase,  &c., 
of  which  he  made  a raft,  on  which  he  drifted  till  Monday  afternoon, 
the  19th  January,  when  he  was  picked  up  by  the  ‘Dam.’  Some 
men  tried  to  save  themselves  on  planks,  &c.,  but  the  narrator  believes 
that  they  have  all  perished.  He  also  thinks  that  as  the  comman- 
der went  into  his  cabin,  he  also  must  have  gone  down  with  the 
ship.” 

March  14. — Commander  Franck  Verseyde  appointed  comman- 
der in  the  room  of  Commander  de  Haan.  His  commission  read 
to  the  ships. 

Cors  Hendricksz : finding  that  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  was  no 
success,  applies  for  his  burgher  papers. 

April  4. — Isaak  Bergh,  boatswain  of  the  “ Strykebolle,”  having 
refused  to  do  duty,  and  sworn  at  his  superiors  on  board,  is  dis- 
missed the  service,  and  forfeits  his  pay.  He  is  further  condemned 
to  fall  from  the  yard  three  times,  to  be  thrashed  by  the  crew,  put 
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in  irons,  and  be  a convict  on  Robben  Island  for  five  years  ; besides 
forfeiting  six  months’  wages. 

April  10. — Departure  of  the  return  ships — 17  in  all.  The 
“ Gouda  ” arrives  from  De  la  Goa,  bringing  fortunately  no  dead, 
but  unfortunately  bad  news  from  that  station.  Sickness  was  very 
bad  there.  Amongst  others  the  Commander  Swertner  and  the 
Secretary  fired.  Christ.  Lappenbergh  had  died.  Trade  weak. 
Hardly  any  food  for  the  garrison,  and  nothing  to  buy  from  the 
natives.  Affairs  there  in  a deplorable  state. 

April  15. — The  French  ship  “ Compte  de  Toulouse  ” arrives. 
Is  destined  for  the  coast  of  Guinea,  or  the  French  Isles  of  America. 
By  coming  here,  it  is  entirely  out  of  its  way,  and  seems  to  have 
been  acting  against  orders.  Besides,  the  Governor  was  told  that 
it  had  been  fitted  out  at  Ostend  for  private  traffic.  See  Resolu- 
tion of  Council. 

April  18. — A box  of  medicine  burnt  in  the  hospital. 

April  30. — A slave,  for  violence  and  cattle  theft,  sentenced  to 
be  hanged. 

May  10. — Departure  of  the  return  ships.  Cargo  valued  at 
f 1 ,100,993*9.  Invoice. 

May  1 6. — A sorrowful  and  disastrous  day.  A heavy  N.  W.  storm. 
The  sea  mountains  high,  and  the  waves  running  far  up  on  the 
shore.  The  fishing-boats  at  the  jetty  were  thrown  high  and  dry 
on  the  beach,  and  also  some  masts  lying  in  Rogge  Bay.  In  the 
afternoon  a boat,  bottom  upwards,  was  seen  with  two  men  on  it 
drifting  in  the  bay.  The  men  saved,  the  boat  dashed  to  pieces. 
It  had  belonged  to  the  “ Lakeman.”  Wind  increasing  and  heavy 
seas.  Ships  riding  frightfully,  sometimes  even  their  keels  were 
seen.  At  7 o’clock,  when  it  was  already  dark,  a gun  was  heard, 
and  shortly  afterwards  two  more ; a sign  that  some  ships  were 
drifting.  Saw  by  the  fire  that  a vessel  was  on  shore  between  the 
jetty  and  the  black  rock.  Some  more  guns  were  fired,  and  some 
wreckage  was  washed  up.  More  guns  were  heard,  and,  to  our 
sorrow,  we  saw  the  ships  one  after  the  other  part  and  drift  ashore. 
When  the  Governor  knew  that  a vessel  had  been  wrecked,  he  at 
once  sent  Ensign  J.  T.  Rhenius  with  some  men  to  Salt  River,  in 
order  to  guard  the  wreck.  The  Council  assembled  to  see  what 
could  be  done  to  save  the  ships  and  the  lives  of  those  on  board. 
The  wind  was,  however,  too  strong  to  do  anything.  Everything 
was,  therefore,  left  to  the  gracious  Providence  of  God.  A large 
fire  made  on  shore  and  on  the  least  rocky  spot  to  guide  the  ships. 
About  midnight  there  was  no  light  any  longer  seen  in  the  road- 
stead. We,  therefore,  concluded  that  all  the  ships  were  on  shore. 

May  17. — At  daylight  we  found  all  the  Company’s  ships  on 
shore,  viz.,  the  “ Standvastigheid,”  “ Rotterdam,”  “ Zoetigheid,” 
“ Schotse  Lorredraayer,”  “Lakeman”  and  “Gouda”;  also  the 
Cape  vessel  “ d’  Amy,”  and  the  English  ships  “ Chandos,” 
“ Nightingale  ” and  “ Addison.”  The  men  of  the  “ d’  Amy  ” all 
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saved.  The  ship  smashed  behind  the  Castle.  The  “ Chandos  ” 
lying  alongside  with  two  men  drowned.  Then  came  the  “ Zoetig- 
heid,”  quite  smashed,  with  a large  number  of  men  clinging  to  it, 
who  all  swam  ashore  at  low  water,  but  a great  many  perished  on 
the  way,  drowned  or  killed  by  wreckage.  Near  by  was  the 
“ Lakeman,”  which  had  sailed  for  the  fire  after  parting,  so  that 
only  one  man  was  drowned,  one  who  had  been  drafted  into  her 
from  the  shore.  The  rest  remained  on  the  wreck.  The  “ Schotse 
Lorredraayer,”  “ Rotterdam  ” and  “ Stand vastigheid  ” were  along- 
side of  one  another,  and  wonderfully  broken  up.  Then  came  the 
hooker  “ Gouda,”  lying  high  and  dry  on  shore.  All  her  men 
were  therefore  saved.  The  “ Nightingale  ” was  lying  on  her  side 
with  her  mainmast  overboard,  and  one  man  drowned.  The 
“ Addison  ” had,  however,  unfortunately  grounded  at  Salt  River’s 
mouth,  where  it  was  broken  to  pieces ; only  10  men  were  saved. 

At  daylight  the  Governor  sent  Lieutenant  J.  David  Feyrabent 
and  some  soldiers  to  Salt  River,  and  appointed  him  with  Ensign 
Rhenius,  the  secretary  of  Justice,  Dan.  Thiebault,  and  the  Pay- 
master Olof  de  Wet,  as  Commissioners  to  take  charge  of  the 
goods  thrown  up,  and  send  them  to  the  Castle.  They  were  also  to 
bnry  the  corpses,  which  were  lying  on  shore  in  numbers.  The 
■“  Lakeman  ” cuts  its  masts  to  get  higher  on  shore.  The  wind 
remains  strong,  and  causes  heavy  seas.  In  the  evening  the 
weather  moderated.  Rogge  Bay,  which  in  the  storm  of  three  years 
ago  had  been  half  silted  up,  was  now  silted  up  altogether,  and 
entirely  obliterated. 


May  18. — Calm  weather.  The  Bay  again  navigable.  The 
-crew  of  the  “ Lakeman”  come  on  shore.  The  10  boxes  of  money 
taken  out  of  it  by  a committee  in  the  presence  of  the  merchant  and 
provisional  secretary,  Jan  de  la  Fontaine,  and  brought  to  the 
Castle.  A large  quantity  of  goods  washed  on  shore.  The 
Governor  on  the  beach  giving  orders.  Some  wreckage  and  casks 
-seen  in  the  bay  drifting  towards  the  beach.  Do  not  know 
whether  they  belong  to  the  wrecks  here,  or  to  others.  Placcaat  pub- 
lished against  stealing  wreckage.  The  money  chests . of  the 
English  ship  “ Nightingale  ” brought  on  shore  by  Hendrik  Oost- 
walt  Eksteen.  His  boat,  however,  was  smashed. 

Men  saved  from  the  “ Standvastigheid  ” . . . . 15 

„ „ “ Lakeman  ” . . 

„ „ “ Zoetigheid  . 

„ ,,  “Rotterdam”.. 

,,  „ “ Lorredraayer  ” 


136 

77 

13 

17 


So  that  above  600  men,  Dutch  and  English,  have  perished. 

May  19. — The  Commissioners  sent  by  the  Governor  to  see 
whether  any  chests  of  money  could  be  recovered,  reported  that 
they  had  been  able  to  find  nothing.  In  the  afternoon  the  Court 
of  Justice  sat  to  examine  Eui'opeans  and  slaves  who  had  stolen 
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some  wreckage,  and  to  sentence  them.  No  particulars  given. 
(Records  in  the  Registry  room  of  the  Supreme  Court.) 

May  20. — The  wharfmaster  and  skippers  of  the  wrecked  ships 
commissioned  to  sound  the  bottom  around  their  vessels  as  carefully 
as  possible,  to  see  whether  any  of  the  Company’s  money  chests,  or 
any  other  part  of  the  cargo,  might  be  recovered ; also  to  employ 
the  sailors  and  soldiers  saved  from  the  wrecks,  to  watch  the  goods 
washed  daily  on  shore,  collect  and  faithfully  guard  them,  not  per- 
mitting anybody,  English  or  Dutch,  to  remove  anything  without 
an  order.  Every  tiling  to  be  put  on  our  wagons  and  brought  to 
the  Castle.  “ The  men  to  be  divided  into  watches,  and  headed  by 
an  officer ; and  that  you  may  not  be  hindered  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duty,  all  are  ordered  to  obey  you  implicitly  in  everything, 
and  to  beware  of  stealing  any  wrecked  goods,  or  allow  any  to  be 
stolen.  Offenders  to  be  punished  without  mercy,  corporally,  or 
even  with  the  gallows.”  They  were  also  commissioned  to  report  on 
the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  breaking  up  the  wrecks,  especially 
the  “ Standvastigheid  ” and  “ Zoetigheid,”  to  see  wffiether  any  of  the 
money  chests  can  be  recovered,  and  whether  gunpowder  will  avail 
to  blow  them  up.  The  hooker  “ Gouda  ” is  also  to  be  carefully 
examined,  and  endeavours  are  to  be  made  to  float  her  again.  The 
burghers  requested  to  assist  the  Government  with  their  wagons  ; 
also  those  of  Stellenbosch. 

May  21. — Many  loads  of  wreckage,  &c.,  brought  into  the 
Castle  by  the  burgher  wagons.  At  the  wreck  of  the  ‘‘  Stand- 
vastigheid” three  money  chests  were  found.  One  was  found 
broken  open,  and  84  staves  of  silver  were  missing. 

May  23. — An  unsuccessful  attempt  made  to  blow  up  the 
“ Zoetigheid,”  in  order  to  search  for  her  money.  The  Governor 
ordered  powder  to  be  used.  The  burghers  cart  away  all  the  goods 
washed  up. 

May  26.— Arrival  of  the  return  ship  “ Opperdoes  ” with  bow- 
sprit broken.  To  be  repaired  at  once  and  despatched  as  soon  as 
possible. 

May  27. — Fine  weather.  Large  quantity  of  goods  stored.  No 
money  chests  found.  Only  one  of  the  “ Zoetigheid,”  but  all  the 
money  gone. 


May  29. — “ Zoetigheid  ” blown  up. 
May  31. — 

Nothing  important  found. 

The  garrison  mustered 

. . 831  men. 

Of  the  “ Standvastigheid  ” 

. 15  „ 

.,  “ Lakeman  ” . . 

. . 135  „ 

,,  “ Zoetigheid  ” 

..  76  „ 

,,  “Rotterdam” 

..  i3  „ 

,,  “ Schotse  Lorredraayer  ’ 

• • L >> 

Total 


1,087 
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June  8. — Strong  N.W.  wind.  Boat  thrown  on  shore  of  the 
“ Raadhuis  van  Vlissingen,”  and  a sailor  drowned.  A further 
placcaat  published  about  the  wrecked  goods.  The  captain  of  the 
English  ship  “ Chandos  ” allowed  a passage  for  his  two  brothers 
in  the  “ Opperdoes.” 

June  11. — South-east,  but  cold  weather.  All  the  mountains 
covered  with  hail  ( snow  ?). 

June  14. — “ The  “ Postlooper  ” brings  news  that  more  than 
50  corpses  had  been  washed  up  on  Robben  Island  and  buried 
there. 

June  18. — Boat  of  “ Opperdoes  ” washed  on  shore  at  Salt 
River  by  the  N.W.  gale,  and  two  sailors  drowned. 

August  30. — Liquor  lease  realises  f45,350,  i.e.,  fl7,020  more 
than  last  year.  The  books  show  a clear  profit  of  f95,946-5. 

September  10. — South-east  wind.  Boat  of  Eksteen  capsized, 
two  slaves  drowned. 

September  28. — Ensign  Joli.  Tobias  Rhenius  sent  with  some 
men  to  barter  cattle  from  the  Hottentots,  whom  he  had  visited 
last  year.  Trust  that  he  may  be  successful. 

October  1. — No  bid  again  for  the  butcher  licence. 

October  13. — Two  placcaaten  published.  One  stating  how 
people  are  to  conduct  themselves  in  cases  of  wrecks  or  fires,  and 
the  other  referring  to  the  sale  and  manumission  of  slaves. 

October  16. — Placcaat  granting  permission  to  return,  and  pardon 
to  all  fugitives,  excepting  murderers,  incendiaries,  thieves  and 
highway  robbers. 

October  21. — Parade  of  the  biu-ghers — 1 company  cavalry,  76 
men  ; 1 ditto  infantry,  66  men ; 1 ditto  infantry,  66  men ; total, 
197  men,  excepting  the  sick  and  absent.  All  who  were  present 
dine  at  night  with  the  Governor. 

October  29. — A sailor,  who  had  run  away  because  he  had  com- 
mitted a murder,  publicly  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Court, 
for  the  first  time. 

November  24. — Arrival  of  the  return  ship  “Anna  Maria,” 
which  reports  that  its  consort  the  “ Schonenbergh  ” had  been 
wrecked  at  Cape  Agulhas,  but  could  not  give  it  any  assistance, 
the  sea  not  allowing  it. 

November  28. — Landdrost  of  Stellenbosch  arrives  in  town, 
reporting  that  the  men  dispatched  to  Agulhas  had  informed  him 
that  the  rich  vessel  “ Schonenbergh  ” had  been  wrecked  off 
Agulhas  ; that  the  two  mates  and  third  officer,  with  84  men,, 
were  on  their  way  to  Cape  Town,  and  that  skipper  Van 
Soest  and  the  bookkeeper,  with  20  men,  had  been  left  near  the 
wreck  with  hardly  any  supplies.  The  Grovernor  at  once  sent  the 
merchant  Jan  de  la  Fontaine,  and  the  junior  merchant  Adriaan  van 
Kervel,  with  the  wharf  master,  Cornelis  Yalk,  to  Hottentots  Hol- 
land, if  possible  to  reach  Agulhas  over  the  mountains,  and  to 
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make  all  necessary  arrangements.  They  make  ready  to  leave  on 
the  following  night  with  cool  weather. 

December  4. — Return  of  De  la  Fontaine  and  Kervel,  who 
report  that  Valk  and  the  Secretary  of  Stellenbosch,  Joh.  Pleunis, 
had  left  “ Yergelegen  ” the  day  before  yesterday  for  the  wreck. 

December  9. — Arrival  of  English  ship  “ Northampton  ” from 
Falmouth,  fitted  out  by  the  English  African  Company  for  its 
destination,  Rio  de  la  Goa.  But  as  the  captain  was  without  a 
Royal  Commission,  or  authority  from  the  English  East  India 
Company  to  proceed  to  that  spot,  the  Governor  gave  the  pro- 
visional order  that  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  land,  and  that  no 
refreshments  were  to  be  sent  on  board. 

December  12. — Ensign  Rhenius  returns,  having  only  obtained 
164  oxen  and  cows.  Wharfmaster  Yalck  and  Secretary  Pleunis 
return,  and  report  that  the  strong  sea  had  prevented  them  from 
boarding  the  wreck  or  taking  notes. 

December  13. — Council  decides  that  they  shall  again  proceed 
thither  with  some  men,  in  order  to  make  a proper  examination  of 
the  wreok. 

December  14. — The  South-easter  injuring  the  ripening  grain. 

December  24. — New  Heemraden  for  Stellenbosch. 

December  31. — This  year  leaves  us  as  one  in  which  a large 
number  of  valuable  ships  has  been  lost,  many  souls  have 
perished,  and  also  much  wealth  been  destroyed.  But  we  still  have 
reason  to  be  grateful  to  God  in  this  distant  corner  of  Africa  for 
His  mercies,  and  trust  that  henceforth,  under  His  blessing,  the 
ships  may  voyage  with  more  safety,  &c. 

1723. 

January  1. — Valk  and  Pleunis  return  from  Agulhas,  and 
report  that  the  wrecked  “ Schonenbergh  ” was  in  a very  bad  way, 
and  that  there  appeared  no  chance  of  saving  anything.  Usual 
congratulations  at  the  Castle. 

January  20. — Arrival  of  the  “ Herstolde  Leeuw  ” and  “ Middel- 
wout  ” from  Flushing,  with  63  dead  and  59  sick. 

February  5. — A sailor,  who  had  killed  an  European  servant 
and  absconded,  banished  from  the  settlement  by  edict. 

February  10.—  The  provision  ship  “Midloo”  laden  with  a 
cargo  of  wheat  for  Batavia. 

February  16. — Arrival  of  the  return  ships  from  Batavia  2nd 
December. 

February  24. — Decision  of  the  Council  on  the  butcher  licence. 

February  25. — General  complaint  of  the  farmers  about  a 
strange  disease  among  cattle  and  sheep.  A kind  of  scurvy,  as  the 
hoofs  become  loose,  and  then  fall  off ; the  flesh  of  the  mouth 
becomes  quite  blaok,  rots  and  falls  away  in  pieces,  so  that  the 
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animals  become  incapable  of  eating-.  Many  have  already  died  ; 
and  not  only  is  the  loss  great  but  all  work  is  retarded. 

March  3. — The  Commission  sits  to  give  discharge  papers  to 
those  who  have  served  out  their  time. 

; March  7 . — By  order  of  the  Chamber  of  Seventeen  the  Rev. 
D Ailly  inducts  as  minister  and  his  colleague  the  Rev.  Lambertus 
Slicher. 

March  15. — No  offer  made  for  the  butcher  lease.  See- 
Resolution. 

March  23. — The  red  flag-  (bloed  vlag)  hoisted  on  board  Com- 
mander M.  Jan  van  Stryen’s  ship,  the  “Elisabeth,”  and  th<^ 
Governor  informed  by  the  skippers  commissioned  for  the  purpose, 
that  a boatswain  and  chief  carpenter  had  been  sentenced  by  the 
ship’s  full  court  to  be  whipped  for  bad  conduct.  The  carpenter, 
moreover,  was  to  fall  three  times  from  the  yard,  whilst  both  were 
to  be  banished  for  three  3rears  on  Robben  Island.  The  time 
having  been  so  short,  it  was  impossible  to  invite  the  Council  of  the 
Fort  to  share  in  the  proceedings. 

March  25. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet — 21  vessels.  Cargo 
valued,  according  to  invoice,  at  f7, 045, 605-5. 

April  4. — Arrival  of  the  return  ship  “ Theodora,”  bringing 
news  that  the  “ Yalkenbosch  ” had  been  lost  with  all  on  board  on 
the  coast  of  Japan.  Nothing  saved. 

April  6. — The  little  “ Sehoteroog  ” arrives  from  Texel.  Had 
left  on  the  9th  January  destined  for  Rio  de  la  Goa,  and  is  after  that 
to  proceed  to  Batavia. 

April  10. — The  following  placcaat  published  : — “ By  order  of 
the  Chamber  of  the  Seventeen  the  slaughter  licence  was  to  be 
publicly  offered  for  competition  in  March  last,  and  under  favour- 
able conditions,  as  stated  in  the  notice.  But  as  no  one  had  offered 
to  take  the  lease,  greatly  to  the  Company’s  injury,  it  was  resolved 
to  repeat  the  notice  to  the  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  the  Company’s 
servants.  Meat  to  be  supplied  at  two  heavy  stivers  the  lb,  A 
live  sheep  at  f6  Dutch.  Time  for  taking  up  the  tender  left  open 
to  the  end  of  March.  Again,  however,  no  tender  had  been 
received  ; therefore,  all  citizens,  burghers  and  agriculturists  owning 
cattle  are  expressly  ordered  to  supply  live  sheep  at  f6  Dutch 
currency,  and  meat  at  2st.  heavy  per  lb.  And  not  to  sell  any  in 
any  other  way  for  more  money.  The  public  were  to  remember 
the  benefits  received  from  the  Company,  and  should  help  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  latter.  Farmers  possessing  cattle  are 
therefore  to  render  annually  to  the  Company  the  tenth  part  of 
their  cattle,  and  the  burgher  butchers  are  warned  that  the  Com- 
pany will  hold  them  responsible  for  all  losses  caused  by  the 
collapse  of  the  butcheries.  All  who  were  prepared  to  supply  the 
Company  would  be  allowed  free  grazing  in  the  Groenkloof.  Their 
troops  to  consist  of  not  less  than  400  sheep  each.  The  produce 
to  be  sold  only  to  the  Company.  Those  willing  to  tender,  to 


294 


report  themselves  to  the  Landdrost  Bergh  of  Stellenbosch,  that  the 
unwilling  may  be  known,  and  compelled  to  pay  their  tithes. 
Everyone  is  therefore  bound  to  state  on  oath  to  the  Commission 
appointed,  what  he  possesses,  &c. 

April  11. — The  English  ship  “ Eagle  ” refused  supplies  as  she 
could  show  no  King’s  letters,  but  merely  a sea  letter  from  the 
Admiralty.  Ordered  to  leave  at  once. 

April  13. — The  above  vessel  goes  and  lies  alongside  the  English 
ship  “ des  Bouvery,”  commanded  by  Captain  James  Chambre, 
very  likely  for  the  purpose  of  being  assisted  with  some  water  by 
that  vessel,  or  to  take  on  board  Indian  stuffs  on  the  account  of 
private  parties. 

April  15. — Meeting  of  the  Council. — Grover  nor  informed  that  the 
English  ship  had  changed  her  berth;  that  the  wharfmaster, Cornells 
Valck,  had  been  sent  on  board  with  orders  to  the  captain  to  leave 
at  once,  or  that  his  cables  would  be  cut.  The  captain  willing  to  go, 
but  the  captain  of  “ des  Bouvery,”  informed  by  a sailor  well 
versed  in  English  of  the  order,  replied  that  he  would  like  to  see 
who  would  dare  to  cut  the  cables  ; that  he  would  protect  them 
and  moor  the  “ Eagle  ”to  his  own  ship,  so  that  he  or  one  of  his 
officers  was  bent  on  destroying  the  Company’s  authority  in  the 
roadstead.  A Commission,  deputed  to  investigate  and  report,  did 
so  as  follows  : — “ We  boarded  the  ‘ Bouvery  ’ as  instructed, 
and  asked  Captain  Chambre  whether  what  is  stated  above  was  true. 
He  replied  that  he  had  not  been  on  board  the  whole  day,  and  was 
very  much  displeased  with  the  officer  who  had  made  use  of  such 
language,  whom  he  would  severely  reprimand  and  disrate  for 
making  use  of  such  impertinent  language  during  his  absence.  He 
was  therefore  not  to  be  held  responsible.  The  little  vessel  had 
been  ordered  to  leave  the  side  of  his  own  as  she  was  a smuggler. 
(Signed)  H.  Swellengrebel,  P.  Angus,  T.  Carbault.” 

April  23. — Two  soldiers  sentenced  to  run  the  gantlope,  and  a 
corporal  to  be  whipped  by  the  Caffres. 

June  19. — The  “ Zeelandia  ” brings  news  from  llobben  Island 
that  Willem  Wilkens,  who  had  some  years  ago  in  the  hospital 
here,  whilst  in  a state  of  frenzy,  killed  a man  lying  in  bed  next  to 
him  and  wounded  others,  had  had  another  attack  on  the  island, 
and  wounded  a person,  but  not  fatally.  On  that  account  the 
signal  was  made. 

July  8. — The  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  to-day 
found  a chest  belonging  to  the  “ Zoetigheid,”  and  containing  81 
staves  of  silver.  The  Council  resolves  that  no  one  possessing  a 
boat  shall  be  allowed  to  sail  between  the  jetty  and  the  wreoks  on 
the  beach  in  the  neighbourhood. 

July  12. — The  “ Schoteroog  ” arrives  from  Rio  de  la  Goa,  which 
it  had  left  on  the  23rd  June.  Only  one  sick  on  board.  Reports 
that  the  Residency  there  had  last  year  been  attacked  by  two  strong 
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pirates  and  a brigantine,  one  with  64  and  the  other  with  36  guns  ; 
with  900  men  in  all,  white  and  black.  They  had  sacked  the  station, 
taken  what  they  liked,  and  destroyed  almost  what  remained. 
They  had  also  taken  with  them  the  hooker  “ de  Caap,”  with  all 
the  men  on  board,  so  that  affairs  there  are  pretty  considerably  in  a 
confused  state.  The  contrary  would  have  been  desirable. 

J uly  13. — Fine  rain,  nicely  preparing  the  soil  for  the  plough,  and 
enabling  the  grass  to  grow  for  the  sheep  which  are  dying  of  want. 

July  21. — Arrival  of  the  hooker  “Zeepost”  destined  for  Rio 
de  la  Goa. 

August  7. — The  Counoil  desides  to  buy  two  good  mares  from 
the  estate  of  the  widow  Engels,  being  entirely  without  such 
animals. 

August  17. — More  silver  staves  found  by  the  Commission  of 
Search. 

September  8. — The  “ Raadhuis  van  Ylissingen  ” has  lost  its 
rudder.  Resolved  to  send  the  “ Zeepost  ” with  water,  jrrovisions, 
&c.,  to  look  for  it.  Arrival  in  Saldanha  Bay  on  the  9th.  The 
liquor  lease  realized  f43,375. 

September  20. — Fine  weather  for  the  burgher  parade. 

November  26.  — Wreck  of  the  “ Gouda  ” sold. 

December  16. — The  farmer.  Frans  Haarhof,  reports  to  the 
Governor  that  between  the  “ Oliphants  River  ” and  “ Yerloren 
Ylei  ” a hooker  had  been  wrecked.  The  skipper,  one  mate,  and 
seven  men  saved.  Name  unknown.  Yessel  laden  with  bricks. 
Supposed  to  be  the  “ Meteren.”  Arrival  awaited  of  farmer  Hen- 
drik Moel  for  particulars.  Petition  of  the  English  Captain  John 
Hunter  for  obtaining  refreshments  for  his  sick.  See  Resolution 
for  the  answer. 

December  17. — One  mate  and  three  men  of  the  hooker  arrive, 
reporting  that  they  had  left  Texel  on  the  24th  May  in  the 
“ Meteren,”  that  because  of  sickness  on  board,  they  had  been 
obliged  to  look  for  land  which  they  found  in  latitude  31°  20 7 
south,  and  35°  20'  longitude  between  Alomba  and  Montes  bay  on 
the  9th  November  last.  Becalmed  and  obliged  to  anchor.  Wind 
then  rose  and  they  were  thrown  on  the  rocks.  Three  sick  drowned 
in  their  beds.  Two  were  beaten  off  the  raft,  six  died  on  the 
journey,  and  of  the  29  only  18  were  on  shore  under  an  awning. 
Four  of  these  died.  The  rest  (14)  undertook  the  land  journey, 
and  wandered  about  miserably  before  meeting  with  any  poeple. 
Five  remained  on  the  way.  Hendrik  Moel  ordered  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  for  them  with  his  ox- wagon,  and  proceed  to  the 
wreck.  Nothing  of  the  cargo  expected  to  be  saved.  The  distance 
to  the  wreck  is  great,  and  the  roads  are  very  inconvenient. 

December  30. — A sailor  sentenced  to  be  scourged  and  branded 
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for  burglary  and  theft,  and  to  remain  in  irons  on  Robben  Island 
for  25  years. 

1724. 

January  1. — New  year’s  congratulutions.  Dinner  in  the  evening 
at  the  Governor’s. 

January  24. — Hendrik  Moel  returns  from  the  wreck  of  the 
“ Meteren,”  and  reports  that  he  had  set  out  immediately  after 
receiving  on  the  25th  December  the  Council’s  orders.  The  wreck  was 
lying  seven  or  eight  Dutch  miles  beyond  the  Oliphants  River.  He 
arrived  there  on  the  1st  January,  but  found  no  crew,  only  one 
dead  body  was  lying  near  a tent  which  had  been  pitched  on  a high 
sand  hill.  The  body  had  been  buried  under  staves  of  casks  in  the 
sand,  and  with  a rude  cross  at  the  head.  Another  corpse  was 
found  on  the  beach,  very  likely  one  of  the  two  drowned  when  the 
raft  capsized.  A Hottentot  whom  he  met  near  the  Oliphants 
river  on  the  road  coming  from  the  Amaquas,  told  him  on  the  5th 
that  he  had  almost  on  the  same  spot  met  a European  carrying- 
three  hams  on  his  shoulder  on  a stick,  one  of  them  partly  used. 
He  had  by  signs  shown  him  the  road  as  well  as  he  could,  but  he 
could  not  find  him  or  any  of  the  others,  though  he  searched  for 
miles  around  and  inquired  of  the  neighbouring  settlers  and  the 
Bushmen.  Their  spoors  went  mostly  along  the  beach  to  this  side 
or  that  of  the  Oliphants  River.  The  wreck  was  still  lying  on  the 
same  spot,  the  heavy  waves  washing  clean  over  it.  It  was  sur- 
rounded by  rocks,  with  its  stern  to  the  shore.  Its  bottom  was 
entirely  knocked  out,  and  the  fragments  were  washed  on  shore 
with  broken  casks,  boat,  ropes,  firelocks,  &c.  It  is  presumed  that 
the  decks  had  fallen  on  the  cargo,  and  so  prevented  the  latter  from 
being  washed  on  shore.  He  had  taken  17  days  for  the  expedition. 

February  1. — Jan  Myndert  Cruywagen  leases  the  one  quarter 
of  the  butcher  licence. 

February  12. — A slave  sentenced  for  arson  and  attempted 
murder.  His  right  hand  to  be  cut  off;  after  that  he  was  to  behalf 
strangled  and  killed  on  a slow-fire. 

February  15. — Jacob  van  Boehem  and  Pieter  Wion  each  got  a 
quarter  of  the  butcher  licence.  Cruywagen  gets  the  4th  quarter. 

February  21. — The  “ Herstelling  ” leaves  for  Batavia  with  a 
cargo  of  wheat. 

March  9. — Presence  of  return  fleet.  No  court  of  justice  held. 

March  10. — Arrangements  for  the  official  reception  on  shore  of 
the  Admiral  Hans  Frederik  Bergman. 

March  11. — Admiral  Bergman  lands. 

March  13. — The  “ Zeepost  ” arrives  from  Rio  de  la  Goa  with 
two  dead  and  two  sick  on  board.  The  Residency  there  enjoyed  a 
fair  state  of  health,  and  the  trade  was  improving.  But  the 
Secunde  Jan  Christoffel  StefHer  had  had  the  misfortune  on  hisexpe- 
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dition  to  the  copper  mountains  of  being  murdered  whilst  crossing 
a rivulet  with  Sergeant  Sligting  and  two  privates.  The  catastrophe 
is  more  owing  to  their  imprudence  than  the  vicious  character  of 
the  natives.  There  was,  however,  some  hope  that  in  course  of  time 
the  place  would  be  successful,  as  some  of  the  natives  from  the 
region  of  Paraota  had  brought  to  the  office  for  sale  1 j oz.  of  gold 
dust,  which  they  weighed  with  their  own  scales  and  stone  weights. 
From  this  we  infer  that  they  have  already  traded  with  other 
Europeans.  The  land  also  seems  to  be  fruitful,  judging  from 
the  gardens  laid  out  and  cultivated  by  the  Company,  so  that  if  the 
officers  in  charge  there,  direct  and  manage  matters  well,  good 
results  ma}T  be  looked  for.  We  therefore  hope  soon  to  see  tire 
arrival  from  Batavia  of  the  new  commander  and  his  secunde. 

March  15. — Two  English  ships  allowed  meat  and  vegetables  for 
their  sick.  A commencement  made  in  presence  of  a commission 
of  the  Court  of  Justice,  with  the  drawing  of  the  lots  in  the  lottery 
set  on  foot  by  the  Church  Council  of  Stellenbosch,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  building  fund  of  their  church. 

March  16. — The  burgher  Gokelius  receives  a passage  for  his  son 
to  Holland,  passage  money  to  be  paid. 

March  30. — Admiral  Bergman  embarks,  the  ceremonies. 

April  2 — Departure  of  the  return  fleet— 21  ships.  Cargo 
valued  at  fo, 279, 532. 

April  13. — A Danish  vessel  allowed  refreshments  for  its  sick. 

June  4. — The  Coimcil  considers  the  request  of  the  banished 
Prince  of  Java,  Dipa  Nagara,  that  he  may  be  allowed  as  much 
clothing  for  himself  and  his  people  as  is  given  to  the  Company’s 
slaves.  It  was  felt  that  these  people  could  not  possibly  remain 
without  clothing  in  this  cold  country,  as  they  would  perish. 
Request  therefore  granted. 

June  14. — Death  of  Fiscal  Cornells  Beaumont. 

June  18. — His  funeral. 

June  20, — Arrival  of  the  “ Jacoba  ” in  good  condition.  Had 
only  been  slightly  damaged  in  masts  and  rigging  during  its 
encounter  with  the  pirates.  She  carried  250  men. 

N.B. — The  Journal  of  11th  June  states  that  the  officers  of  the 
“ Wickenburg  ” which  had  just  arrived,  had  reported  that  the 
“ Jacoba  ” had  in  latitude  and  longitude  been 

attacked  by  two  powerful  pirates,  one  under  the  English  flag,  and 
well  manned  and  armed  (on  the  6th  April).  After  a fight  of 
seven  glasses,  the  pirates  were  beaten  off  and  sailed  away.  The 
“ Jacoba  ” had  a few  killed,  and  seven  slightly  wounded. 

June  30. — Garrison  mustered — 829  in  all. 

July  14. — The  “ Prattenburgh  ” brings  news  that  the  “ Barne- 
velt  ” had  been  wrecked  on  the  Flemish  coast,  and  that  24  chests 
of  money  had  been  saved  out  of  28. 

July  20. — The  inhabitants  abuse  the  privileges  granted  them 
in  gathering  firewood.  Therefore  a placcaat  is  published  forbid- 
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ding  every  one  to  cut  wood  either  in  Table  Valley  or  other  for- 
bidden places,  on  pain  of  a fine  of  Eds.  50. 

A frightful  murder  committed  last  night  at  Ronde  Bosch  on  the 
farm  of  the  burgher  Jan  Zacharias  Bek.  Two  Europeans  were 
killed. 

July  22. — Table  mountain  covered  with  snow.  The  weather 
very  cold. 

July  24. — Fiscal  discovers  that  the  Europeans  had  been  mur- 
dered by  three  slaves  of  the  ex- junior  merchant  and  dispenser 
Job.  Swellengrebel.  The  murderers  captured. 

July  28.— No  cattle  any  longer  allowed  in  the  streets  or  public 
places,  and  no  ox-wagons  to  be  outspanned  on  such  spots  and  left 
standing  there,  because  of  the  inconvenience  caused  to  the  public. 
This  order  had  been  already  specially  embodied  in  the  general 
placcaat. 

August  9. — All  the  mountains  covered  with  snow.  Fine 
weather. 

August  31. — The  liquor  lease  realized  f43,200. 

September  8. — Sudden  death  of  Governor  de  Chavonnes  this 
morning  between  six  and  seven  o’clock,  after  only  one  day’s  illness. 
Bells  ringing,  &c.  All  the  particulars  given.  Jan  de  la  Fontaine 
appointed  to  act.  Condolence  with  the  widow  and  daughters. 

September  9. — The  corpse  taken  from  Cape  Town  to  the  Castle. 
No  Council  meeting  held. 

September  14. — Full  particulars  concerning  the  burial  of  the 
deceased  Governor. 

September  15. — Tbe  councillors,  church  councillors  and  members 
of  the  various  corporations  visit  the  widow  to  condole  with  her. 

September  19. — “ Zeepost  ” arrives  from  De  la  Goa  Bay,  which 
it  had  left  in  a fair  condition  both  as  regards  the  garrison  and 
trade. 

September  21. — The  three  murderers  above  mentioned  (July 
24th)  ordered  to  be  broken  without  the  coup  de  grace.  After  that 
to  be  exposed  on  the  wheel,  the  one  with  an  axe,  the  other  with  a 
knife,  and  the  third  with  a bludgeon,  above  their  heads,  and  to 
be  left  so  until  they  die.  Then  their  heads  were  to  be  cut  off  and 
fixed  on  poles  near  the  spot  where  the  crime  had  been  committed. 
The  bodies  were  to  be  left  for  the  birds  of  the  air  on  the  outside 
place  of  execution. 

September  2G. — Arrangements  made  to  provide  the  ship 
“ Cats  ” with  necessaries.  The  vessel  full  of  sick,  and  helpless,  at 
Dassen  Island.  Sixty  sheep  also  sent  overland  from  the 
Groenekloof. 

October  3. — The  “ Stadhuis  van  Delft  ” being  in  the  same  con- 
dition at  the  same  island,  similar  provisions  are  made  for  it. 

October  19. — To-day  the  ringing  of  bells,  consequent  on  the 
death  of  Governor  De  Chavonnes,  ceases.  Six  weeks  they  had 
been  rung. 
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October  21. — Ensign  Rhenius  returns  from  the  Amaqua  Hot- 
tentots, whither  he  had  been  sent  to  buy  cattle.  He  had  been 
altogether  unsuccessful.  The  natives  have  no  cattle,  or  are 
unwilling  to  sell.  A sickness  similar  to  small-pox  was  raging 
among  them,  and  had  killed  many.  The  Bushmen  had  conse- 
quently robbed  them  in  their  weak  state  of  all  their  cattle, 
excepting  what  they  had  eaten  themselves,  according  to  their 
gluttonous  custom. 

November  6. — Placcaat  re-issued  forbidding  the  gathering  of 
fuel  in  spots  prohibited  by  law. 

1725. 

January  1. — Ordinary  New  Year’s  congratulations.  Reception 
at  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  in  the  evening. 

February  1.  — The  butcher  lease  put  up  and  sold  in  four  lots. 
Prices  fixed  : 2 heavy  stivers  per  lb.  of  meat,  and  20  skillings,  or 
6 Dutch  guldens,  for  a living  sheep.  Object  of  the  Directors 
realised.  Promises  very  fair.  Hope  that  in  course  of  time  meat 
will  become  cheaper,  if  present  arrangements  are  not  thwarted  in 
an  underhand  way. 

February  8. — The  “ Zeepost”  arrives  from  De  la  Goa  Bay,  and 
brings  favourable  news.  Beads  badly  wanted. 

February  10. — The  English  ship  “ Dragon  ” allowed  refresh- 
ments for  its  sick.  A sailor  of  the  “ Voorburgh,”  for  wounding 
the  chief  mate,  sentenced  to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  a rope 
round  his  neck,  and  to  serve  as  a convict  for  ten  years. 

February  15. — Two  men  sentenced  for  sodomy.  Sentenced  to 
be  taken  on  board,  and,  with  weights  attached  to  them,  to  be 
drowned  in  the  bay. 

February  18. — The  Admiral's  ship  of  the  return  fleet,  the 
“ Berkenrode,”  arrives  with  Admiral  "Van  Dishoek  on  board,  also 
his  family.  Grand  reception  on  shore.  Out  of  respect  for  the 
high  rank  of  Dishoek  the  flag:  at  the  Castle  was  lowered,  and 
remained  so  during  the  stay  of  the  Admiral,  upon  whose  ship  it 
remained  hoisted.  Orders  read  from  India  that  Yan  Dishoek  was 
to  have  the  chief  command  here  during  his  stay. 

March  10. — In  the  morning  Madam  Balthazarina  Kien,  widow 
of  Governor  De  Chavonnes,  embarked  for  Holland.  She  is 
escorted  by  the  Secunde,  the  members  of  the  Council,  their  wives, 
■tic.,  as  far  as  the  beach.  13  guns  are  fired.  Dishoek  also  leaves 
with  pomp  and  ceremony. 

March  13. — The  “ Wendela’s”  skipper  reports  that  last  month 
(March)  in  34°  S.  lat.  and  13°  36 ' long,  it  had  encountered  a 
large  quantity  of  pumice  stone,  scattered  over  a wide  area,  and  so 
closely  packed  that  the  water  was  hardly  visible,  just  like  the  sea- 
weeds in  the  ocean.  What  the  cause  may  be,  or  whence  the  stones 


300 


have  come,  it  is  difficult  to  say.  Nothing  similar  has  been  seen 
before. 

May  20. — The  “ Slot  Aldegonae  ” arrives  with  40  dead  and  48 
sick.  The  rest  are  so  weak  that  the  vessel  was  unmanageable. 
Men  sent  off  to  help  her.  The  French  captain  in  the  hay  also 
very  kindly  sent  a boat  with  men  for  the  purpose.  The  “ Fye- 
noord,’’  brigantine,  also  arrives.  She  is  to  he  employed  here. 

June  20. — The  value  of  the  cargoes  of  the  return  fleet  this  year 
is  flO, 687, 526-5-8. 

June  23. — Three  sailors  punished  for  theft.  Leemke  Thoole, 
of  Emhden,  who  had  committed  bigamy,  ordered  to  stand  exposed 
on  the  place  of  execution  with  a two-pronged  wooden  fork  on  her 
head ; after  that  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  house  of  the  gaoler,  and 
sent  to  Holland  by  the  first  ship.  She  is  also  to  pay  a fine  of 
Rds.  100  pro  fisco. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  garrison — 731  in  all. 

July  16. — The  “ Fyenoord  ” is  despatched  with  beads  to  Rio 
de  la  Goa. 

August  3. — The  “ Zeepost  ” arrives  from  De  la  Goa,  and  brings 
satisfactory  news,  though  the  sickness  was  again  commencing. 

August  4. — Slaves  sentenced  for  various  crimes. 

August  19. — The  ex-burgher  councillor  F.  Russouw,  living  near 
the  Steenbergen,  reports  that  last  night  a ship  had  anchored  in 
False  Bay.  The  wharfmasfer  was  sent  to  see  who  she  was,  and  to 
render  assistance  if  a Company’s  ship,  hut  not  to  expose  himself 
to  any  danger.  Afterwards  one  of  the  men,  stationed  at  Vishoek, 
brought  news  that  six  men  and  three  officers  had  been  on  shore,, 
and  not  only  endeavoured  to  make  the  men  drunk  who  were  in 
charge  there,  but  also  asked  for  refreshments  and  sheep,  offering 
to  pay  double.  They  declared  that  they  had  found  that  bay  to 
be  better  than  Table  Bay,  and  would  return  again.  The  easy 
manner  in  which  the  vessel  came  to  her  anchorage  during  the 
night,  shows  that  she  was  acquainted  with  the  bay.  All  this  looks 
very  suspicious.  The  Council  is  accordingly  convened,  and  decides 
to  send  thither  50  soldiers,  under  Ensign  J oh.  Tobias  Rhenius,  to 
prevent  irregularities,  and  allow  no  refreshments  to  the  ship ; 
neither  water  nor  fuel,  whether  it  be  English  or  not.  If  English, 
it  is  to  come  round  to  Table  Bay,  unless  prevented  by  satisfactory 
reasons.  If  the  crew  landed,  or  used  violence,  they  were  to  be 
met  with  violence. 

August  20. — Letter  received  from  Lieutenant  Rhenius,  which 
states  that  one  of  the  ship’s  men,  who  was  anxious  to  desert,  had 
told  Russouw  that  the  vessel  was  a pirate.  Another  said  the  men 
had  been  enlisted  in  Amsterdam  and  other  Dutch  places.  As  a 
landing  could  take  place  at  Fish  and  Simon’s  Bays,  he  requested 
to  have  25  of  the  burgher  cavalry.  Council  decided  to  send  33  well 
armed  horsemen.  The  Landdrost  of  Stellenbosoh  ordered  to  send 
the  necessary  number  of  burghers  from  the  country  in  order  to 
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protect  the  beach  about  Hottentots  Holland,  and  prevent  the 
vessel  from  getting  any  supplies.  If  the  boat  again  landed, 
Rhenius  was  to  make  prisoners  of  the  officers  in  charge,  and  the 
men  were  to  he  sent  on  board  for  the  ship’s  papers. 

August  21. — This  evening  the  wharfmaster  returned  from  False 
Bay,  bringing  with  him  the  supercargo  and  a passenger.  They 
showed  their  papers,  which  said  that  their  ship  was  the  “ Great 
Alexander,”  with  60  men  and  26  guns,  commanded  by  Peter  Dun, 
and  voyaging  to  Africa  and  the  West  Indies.  The  two  were 
given  temporary  lodgings  in  the  house  of  the  burgher  Jan  de 
Wit.  The  Council  convened.  See  Resolution. 

August  22.  — Steps  taken  to  make  the  men  on  commando  as 
comfortable  as  possible.  They  had  suffered  much  from  the  heavy 
rains.  Sent  them  100  fresh  loaves,  an  aum  of  arrack,  and  150  Lbs. 
pork.  At  night  11  men  arrived,  who  had  deserted  from  the  ship, 
and  were  examined  by  the  Council.  See  Resolutions.  They  were 
lodged  in  the  hospital.  At  night  Sergeant  Burgert  Burgertsz. 
reported  that  about  3 p.m.  the  ship  had  left,  leaving  behind  its 
papers,  its  pretended  supercargo  and  passenger,  and  13  men, 
sailing  away  in  the  direction  of  Table  Bay.  The  vessels  here  at 
once  ordered  to  keep  a good  watch  and  to  be  prepared. 

August  23. — Vessel  still  seen  from  Hout  Bay.  The  signalman 
on  Lion’s  Head  reported  that  yesterday  he  had  seen  in  that  bay 
a one-masted  vessel.  Resolved  in  Council  to  order  the  men  at 
Saldanha  Bay  to  be  on  the  alert,  should  the  ship  call  there,  and 
not  to  go  on  board.  They  were  also  to  warn  the  inhabitants  in 
the  neighbourhood,  lest  they  should  be  surprised  and  carried  off. 
They  were  to  retire  inland  with  their  goods  beyond  the  reach  of 
danger  Lieutenant  Rhenius  was  to  remain  eight  days  longer  in 
False  Bay  as  the  ship  might  return  to  it.  The  burghers  may 
return  home  if  nothing  happens  in  the  meanwhile.  Four  other 
deserters  from  the  ship  arrive.  Council  meets  to  inform  the 
supercargo  of  the  departure  of  his  ship  and  to  examine  him 
further.  See  Resolution. 

August  24. — Landdrost  ordered  to  dismiss  the  burghers  next 
Sunday,  and  always  to  keep  a good  look  out  on  the  sea  from  the 
neighbouring  farms  of  Hottentots  Holland. 

August  28.— As  the  “ Zeepost  ” might  fall  in  with  the  pirate, 
her  departure  for  Rio  de  la  Goa  is  postponed,  the  office  there 
requiring  no  immediate  assistance. 

August  31. — The  liquor  revenue  realises  f43,950. 

September  7. — Heavy  south-easter.  The  tiles  carried  away 
from  the  roof  of  the  nearly  completed  tradesmen’s  quarters. 

September  19. — Rhenius  again  sent  out  with  men  to  the  sur- 
rounding Hottentots  for  cattle.  Landdrost  Berg  is  to  meet  him. 
at  Stellenbosch,  and  both  are  as  a commission  to  proceed  to  aud 
inspect  the  forests  at  the  “ Rivier  Zander  End,”  to  see  whether  any 
profit  can  be  derived  from  them. 
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October  20. — Burgher  parade,  Governor’s  reception. 

October  26 — The  “ Fyenoord  ” arrives  from  Bio  de  la  Groa. 
The  trade  had  revived  since  the  receipt  of  the  beads,  but  the 
last  expedition  to  the  gold-producing  regions  had  not  been  suc- 
cessful. The  natives  had  attacked  it,  and  killed  all  the  draught 
oxen.  Having  shot  some  blacks,  the  men  were  obliged  to  return, 
disappointed,  after  a march  of  20  days.  They  believe,  however, 
that  if  an  expedition  of  80  or  90  men  were  sent,  it  would  be 
strong  enough  to  withstand  an  attack. 

November  2. — The  drought  getting  severe.  A bad  harvest 
expected. 

November  8. — A thief  sentenced. 

November  9. — The  “ Ravenstein  ” arrives  at  Robben  Island, 
and  reports  that  some  vessels  were  in  the  neighbourhood,  very 
shorthanded,  and  helpless  through  death  and  sickness.  The 
“ Fyenoord  ” with  men  and  provisions  sent  to  look  for  them. 
The  new  commander  of  Rio  de  la  Groa,  Jan  de  Koninck  in  the 
“ Beekvliet,”  commissioned  to  distribute  the  provisions,  &c. 

1726. 

January  1. — Ordinary  congratulations.  Dinner  in  the  evening. 

January  7. — Water  and  provisions  sent  to  the  ships  in  Sal- 
danha  Bay. 

January  9. — Corn  harvest  very  bad.  Placcaat  consequently 
issued  to  prevent  heartless  speculators  from  buying  up  the  wheat 
to  the  injury  of  the  poor,  and  creating  a monopoly ; also  to  advise 
all  to  sell  what  is  not  required  for  their  own  use  to  the  Company 
at  the  ordinary  rates,  and  not  to  sell  to  one  another,  also  not 
to  sell  any  to  the  crews  of  the  passing  ships,  or  to  those  of 
foreign  nations. 

January  15. — The  “Zeepost”  arrives  from  Rio  de  la  Groa  with 
news  that  the  position  was  about  the  same.  Only  three  natives 
from  Chiremandelle  had  reported  that  that  country  might  be 
reached  by  a shorter  route  than  the  one  taken  by  the  expedition, 
it  being  bounded  by  the  regions  Parotte  Machiosje  and  Inthowelle  ; 
all  being  under  one  chief  Moekale  Wasile,  andproducing  gold,  silver, 
tin,  copper  and  tusks ; also  red,  blue,  and  white  cotton  cloth, 
blue,  yellow,  and  large  white  beads ; and  that  asses,  and  pack-oxen 
were  used  to  carry  merchandize ; also  that  they  were  visited  by 
black  men  with  black  hair  coming  from  Chifalle,  and  called  by 
them  Moetonge.  bringing  with  them  small  looking-glasses  and 
beads  to  buy  gold,  silver,  &c.  We  hope  that  all  these  things  may 
be  verified,  and  that  the  town  Monopotappa  of  whioh  they  know 
not]  ling  may  be  discovered,  and  so  the  interests  of  the  Company 
advanced. 

January  16. — Arrival  of  the  “Wendela”  with  rice  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  Cape. 


January  17. — The  “ Wendela”  brings  news  from  Batavia  that 
the  Directors  in  letter  of  16th  October,  1724,  had  accepted  the 
resignation  of  Governor-General  Zwaardecroon,  who  had  been 
succeeded  by  Mattheus  Haan  ; every  one  is  therefore  released  from 
his  oath  to  the  former,  and  bound  by  that  to  the  latter.  All  to 
take  the  new  oath  of  allegiance  at  the  Cape  on  Monday  next,  the 
21st,  and  at  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein  on  the  29th. 

January  21. — Jan  dela  Fontaine  is  the  first  to  take  the  oath.  He  is 
followed  by  all  the  others;  military,  civilians,  and  burghers,  collected 
in  the  Castle.  After  that  three  rounds  were  discharged  on  shore 
and  in  the  bay,  and  Fontaine  gives  a dinner  to  the  councillors, 
burghers,  &e. 

January  23. — The  “ Opperdoes  ” arrives  bringing  news  from 
Holland  that  the  Directors  had  appointed  Pieter  Gysbert  Noodt 
as  Governor,  who  would  arrive  here  from  India." 

January  29. — Part  of  the  return  fleet,  the  second  squadron, 
arrives  under  the  flag  of  Commander  Gerbrand  Manus. 

At  Stellenbosch  the  oath  is  taken  by  the  officers  and  others. 
(See  17th  January.) 

January  30. — Fire  on  board  the  “ Luclitenburg,”  but  fortunately 
extinguished.  We  found  that  it  had  commenced  at  the  caboose 
and  burnt  through  the  deck.  All  powder  thrown  overboard. 
Damage  slight. 

January  31. — News  brought  that  the  “Africa”  had  been  lost 
near  Plymouth  on  the  30th  September  last.  Most  of  the  money- 
chests  and  about  60  or  70  men  saved. 

February  1. — Sale  of  the  butcher  licence. 

February  18. — Arrival  of  the  “ Clara  beek,”  “ Steenhoven  ” and 
“ Beekvliet.”  Had  been  for  some  time  in  Saldanha  Bay.  Out  of 
206  the  first  had  lost  138  men  and  28  sick,  the  second  33  dead 
out  of  137,  and  the  third  80  out  of  214  men.  Being  very  weak- 
handed ottrselves,  we  are  unable  to  render  them  much  assistance. 

February  28. — Departure  of  the  early  return  ships.  Cargo 
valued  at  f2,138,472T8.  Eight  ships  in  all. 

March  5. — The  “ Wendela  ” leaves  for  Batavia.  The  harvest 
having  been  bad,  not  a single  grain  of  wheat  could  be  shipped  in 
her  to  Batavia. 

March  21. — Departure  of  the  return  ships — 19  in  all.  Cargo 
valued  at  f5,551,894-5. 

April  5. — The  “ Spieringshoek  ” takes  to  De  la  Goa  Bay  the 
new  Commander  Jan  de  Coninck,  the  Engineer  Samuel  Augier,. 
and  together  with  the  “ Zeepost  ” one  hundred  men  for  the  garri- 
son ; also  provisions  for  six  months,  and  1,043  lbs.  assorted  beads 
for  trading  purposes. 

April  21. — News  brought  that  a number  of  runaway  slaves 
had  committed  great  disorder,  and  plundered  the  farms  of  the 
widow  ten  Damme  and  Tobias  Mostert  in  the  Koebergen.  A 
detachment  of  about  50  or  60  Cape  burghers  sent  out  in  the- 
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direction  of  Saldanha  Bay  where  they  would  he  met  by  30  horse- 
men of  Stellenbosch  and  Draken stein,  in  order  to  catch  the  rogues. 
A reward  of  Rds.  10  was  also  offered  for  every  one  captured,  white 
or  black,  living  or  dead. 

April  23. — A placcaat  (the  general  and  ships  plaecaat)  issued 
forbidding  the  private  sale  and  importation  of  Tobacco.  Fines 
increased  to  Rds.  50,  and  for  the  second  offence  Rds.  100.  Placcaat 
also  published  against  hurting  horses  in  the  Cape  pastures. 

April  30. — The  commando  returns  with  15  runaway  slaves,  and 
two  others  who  had  harboured  and  fed  them.  The  rest  had  fled 
towards  the  mountains. 

May  2. — A burgher  detachment  sent  out  to  try  and  catch  them 
- in  the  Piquetberg  and  Riebeeks  Kasteel  mountains. 

May  7. — Four  caught  near  Riebeeks  Kasteel ; the  two  others 
voluntarily  surrendered  to  their  masters,  who  had  delivered  them 
to  the  commando  that  they  might  receive  their  deserved  punish- 
ment. 

May  16. — A sailor,  for  murder,  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  with  the 
knife  with  which  he  committed  the  crime  above  his  head. 

May  2i. — Departure  of  the  late  ships.  Cargo  valued  at 
fl, 644, 321-10. 

Maj'-  27. — For  stabbing  a quarter-master  the  cook  of  the  “ Mid- 
delwout  ” is  sentenced  to  be  scourged  and  branded,  and  to  remain 
in  irons  for  15  years. 

May  31. — Muster  of  the  garrison — 787  men  in  all. 

June  10. — Departure  of  the  return  ship  “ Saxenburgh.”  Cargo 
valued  at  f 165,978-14  8.  The  thirty-two  return  ships  had  a cargo 
valued  at  f9,500,667-7"8.  Three  more  ships  expected.  Cargo 
valued  at  f536, 373-19-8. 

August  21. — The  “ Spieringshoek  ” arrives  from  Rio  de  la  Goa. 
The  office  there  is  in  a good  state.  The  Commander  Jan  de 
Koninck,  Engineer  Augier,  and  all  the  men  had  arrived  safely. 
Jan  van  de  Capelle  had  handed  over  the  control  to  Coninck,  and 
since  the  15th  May  only  seven  had  died  and  fourteen  been  ill. 
This  makes  us  hope  that  the  death  rate  will  diminish,  and  the 
garrison  be  enabled  to  explore  the  lands  of  the  interior,  as  the 
reports  of  the  blacks  are  so  confused  and  doubtful,  that  it  is  evident 
that  they  do  not  wish  us  to  kuow  much  about  their  country. 
Trade  had  also  improved  as  regards  gold  and  ivory.  An  expedi- 
tion was  to  be  undertaken  along  the  rivers  higher  up,  as  soon  as 
tire  small  vessel  sent  for  the  purpose  was  ready.  The  journeys 
into  the  interior  weie  to  be  postponed  for  the  present,  as  the  newly 
arrived  men  had  to  help  to  enlarge  the  fort  in  order  to  provide 
accommodation  for  all. 

August  31. — The  liquor  lease  realizes  f60,550. 

September  15. — Ensign  Rhenim  left  last  night  to  buy  cattle 
from  the  surroundiug  Hottentots. 
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September  25. — The  “ Spieringshoek  ” leaves  for  Rio  de  da  Goa 
with  men  and  beads,  &c. 

October  15. — Ensign  Rhenius  returns,  having  obtained  from 
the  Hottentots  living  about  Hottentots  Holland  mountains  140 
head  of  cattle. 

October  19. — Burgher  parade.  Officers  and  others  dine  with 
the  Governor,  and  are  well  treated. 

November  16. — Eight  slaves  punished  for  various  crimes. 

December  31. — Hope  that  God  may  prosper  the  Government, 
and  save  the  country  from  bad  harvests  which  have  taken  place 
two  years  in  succession,  impoverishing  the  farmers,  and  greatly 
inconveniencing  the  Company. 


1727. 

January  8. — As  the  harvest  has  failed  miserably,  because  of  the 
all-destroying  rust  or  honey  dew,  so  that  hardly  any  grain  has 
been  delivered  to  the  Company  ; and  as  the  farmers  all  complain, 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  the  plans  of  self-interested  parties 
may  be  thwarted,  a placcaat  was  published  forbidding  licensed 
bakers  to  bake  white  bread,  cakes,  biscuits,  &c  , except  for  funerals, 
or  to  sell  even  a pound  of  flour. 

Placcaat  of  17th  December,  1720,  also  renewed,  forbidding  the 
sale  of  any  grain  or  peas,  beans,  &c.,  to  auy  ships  whatever.  Also 
including  placcaat  of  the  8th  January,  1726,  that  grain  shall  not 
be  bought  for  more  than  t'8  the  muiu. 

January  18. — As  it  has  pleased  the  India  Council  to  send  us 
with  the  “ Meerhuysen ” some  placcaaten  issued  at  Batavia  against 
the  sale  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  also  the  waste  of  ooffee  and  its 
clandestine  conveyance  to  other  places,  with  orders  that  they  shall 
be  published  on  board  all  the  ships  and  also  here ; it  was 
accordingly  done. 

January  27. — Arrival  of  the  hooker  “ Zeepost  ” from  Rio  de  la 
Goa,  which  it  had  left  on  the  29th  December  last.  It  brought 
news  that  since  the  departure  of  the  “ Spieringshoek  ” the  death 
rate  among  the  garrison  had  increased  considerably.  35  had  died, 
and  among  them  the  engineer,  Samuel  Augier.  45  were  still  very 
ill.  Some  pieces  of  land  had  likewise  been  bought  from  the 
natives,  and  the  boat  called  “Miss  Hendrina  ” had  taken  two 
trips  up  the  rivers,  but,  on  account  of  the  shadowness  of  the  same, 
it  had  to  return  without  discovering  anything  of  importance,  as  the 
papers  show. 

February  1. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet — 14  ships.  Cargo 
valued  at  f3,619,832-9.  Butcher  licence  sold. 

February  12. — Arrival  of  the  “Castor  and  Pollux,”  one  of  the 
return  fleet,  which  had  left  on  the  6th  December,  in  company  with 
eight  others,  under  the  flag  of  the  Hon.  Pieter  Gysbert  Noodt, 
Governor  of  this  residency.  It  had  left  the  Straits  of  Sunda  on 

W 


Vol.  X. 


306 


the  12th.  December.  In  the  afternoon,  with  a north-west  breeze, 
the  “ Heynkensand,”  “ Spiering,”  “ Wickenburg,”  “ Herstelling,” 
“Berkenrode”  and  “ Stad  Leyden”  arrived  on  the  roads;  but  a 
calm  suddenly  taking  place,  the  “ Gaasperdam,”  on  which  was 
Governor  Noodt,  had  to  anchor  behind  Lion’s  Hill.  The  Deputy 
Governor  sent  all  the  boats  that  could  be  spared  to  take  refresh- 
ments to  that  ship  and  tow  her  in.  All  the  crew  were  in  good 
health,  and  had  only  20  dead  and  18  sick,  who  were  sent  to  the 
hospital. 

February  13. — A south-south-west  breeze  enables  the  “ Gaas- 
perdam  ” to  reach  the  anchorage  about  noon.  The  Castle 
welcomed  the  Governor  Noodt  with  19  guns.  Shortly  afterwards 
De  la  Fontaine  and  the  members  of  the  Council,  with  their  wives, 
proceed  on  hoard  to  welcome  the  Governor  and  his  family,  and 
escort  them  on  shore.  They  landed  about  four  o’clock  p.m.,  and, 
to  the  visible  pleasure  of  everyone,  in  good  health,  when  they  were 
welcomed  by  the  Secuude  and  councillors,  &c.,  who  had  left  the 
ship  a while  before  them.  They  passed  through  the  burghers, 
who  were  uuder  arms,  and  the  Governor  and  his  lady,  entering  a 
carriage  drawn  by  sis  horses,  were  driven  to  the  Castle,  where  the 
military  were  under  arms.  Again  three  rounds  from  small  arms 
were  discharged,  and  all  the  guns  of  the  Castle  were  fired.  The 
Governor  was  welcomed  with  much  love  and  reverence,  and  he 
was  wished  all  possible  blessings  and  a long  and  prosperous 
government. 

February  17. — The  Council  decides  that  Governor  Noodt  shell 
be  publicly  presented  to  the  people  on  the  25th  February,  and 
that  on  the  28th  the  government  shall  be  transferred  to  him. 

February  25. — Installation  of  Governor  P.  G.  Noodt.  In  the 
morning  early  the  flag  was  hoisted  at  the  Castle,  also  all  the 
bunting  displayed  on  hoard  the  vessels.  Until  9 a.m.  the  drums 
were  beaten  and  the  bugles  sounded  to  call  the  garrison  and 
burghers  under  arms  and  to  their  standards.  The  military,  under 
their  two  banners,  stood  below  the  balcony  of  the  Castle.  The 
burghers  were  outside  also  with  their  two  flags,  and  consisted  of 
one  company  cavalry  and  two  ditto  infantry  before  the  gate.  Mr. 
De  la  Fontaine  and  the  councillors  conducted  the  Governor  from 
his  house  along  the  so-called  new  battery,  which  was  filled  with 
the  chief  servauts  of  the  Company  stationed  here  and  belonging 
to  the  ships ; also  with  the  Landdrost  and  Heemraden  and 
Burgher  officers  of  Stellenbosch  and  Drakensteiu.  The  Governor 
was  conducted  to  the  “ puye  ” (balcony),  below  which  the 
public  were  gathered,  and  was  introduced  to  the  latter  by 
the  Hon.  De  la  Fontaine  with  the  serious  admonition  that 
all  should  do  their  duty  to  the  Governor : acknowledge,  honour 
respect,  and  obey  him,  offer  him  help  at  all  times,  and  be 
true  to  him,  as  is  required  of  all  honour  loving  and 
upright  servants  and  citizens.  All  this  was  responded  to  with  a 
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loud  “ J a ” (yes)  by  the  whole  multitude.  The  Governor  then 
went  inside,  and  was  wished  by  De  la  Fontaine,  the  councillors 
and  other  officers  of  the  Company,  with  much  respect  and  love, 
a happy  and  prosperous  government  for  the  welfare  of  the  Com- 
pany and  everyone  belonging  to  the  settlement  and  under  his 
rule.  The  Governor  thanked  all  with  much  good  feeling.  After 
this  three  salutes  with  small  arms  were  given  by  the  military,  and 
responded  to  by  the  burghers.  A cannon  was  fired  eaoh  time  in 
between,  and  all  the  guns  on  the  batteries  were  discharged.  The 
ships  also  fired  their  guns.  After  this  the  militia  and  burghers 
passed  in  review  before  the  Governor  within  the  Castle  and  by 
His  Excellency’s  orders.  The  review  passed  off  well.  The  troops 
then  marched  off,  and,  to  close  this  solemn  event,  the  Company’s 
servants  and  burgher  officers  of  the  Cape,  Stellenbosch  and 
Drakenstein  dined  with  the  Governor  and  were  regaled. 

March  17. — The  provision  ship  “ Meerhuysen  ” leaves  for 
Batavia,  but,  because  of  the  bad  harvest,  no  grain  at  all  can  be 
sent  with  her. 

March  19. — Governor  Noodt  sends  water  and  provisions  with 
the  brigantine  “ Fyenoord  ” to  the  “Blydorp,”  forced  by  the 
South-easter  to  run  into  Saldanha  Bay.  Cattle  also  sent  overland 
from  the  Groenekloof. 

March  28. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet — 15  in  number. 
Cargo  valued  at  f2,833,963‘2 ; that  of  the  Ceylon  squadrou, 
fl, 026, 319-18-8. 

April  9. — Placcaat  published  forbidding  all  from  doing  any 
trade  with  the  Hottentots,  or  doing  them  any  injury  whatever. 
Offenders  were  not  only  to  forfeit  all  their  merchandize  and  the 
cattle  bartered,  wagons,  &c.,  but  also  to  be  arbitrarily  punished  as 
required  by  circumstances. 

April  10. — The  “ Zeepost  ” and  “ Victoria  ” leave  for  Rio  dela 
Goa  with  twelve  months’  provisions  and  50  men  for  the  garrison. 
They  also  take  two  indigo  makers  and  for  the  trade  sixteen  kegs 
of  beads.  There  being  no  more  room  on  board,  the  horses  could- 
not  be  sent.  Also  two  boats  required  there. 

May  8. — A sailor  for  murdering  a mess-mate,  and  a slave  for 
attempting  to  murder  his  master,  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

May  18. — This  year’s  return  fleet  consisted  of  36  ships,  with  a 
cargo  valued  at  f 8, 615, 162-10. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  Company’s  servants — 981  in  all. 

August  31. — Lease  of  the  liquor  revenue  for  f47,425. 

September  11. — Arrival  of  the  “ Spieringshoek  ” from  Rio  de  la 
Goa  on  the  8th  August.  Has  64  men  on  board — none  dead  or 
sick.  The  office  there  reports  that  things  were  in  a fair  condition, 
but  that  since  December  last  38  men  had  died,  among  them  the 
Commander  Jan  de  Coninck  and  the  skipper  of  the  “Spierings- 
hoek,” Jan  Simonsz.  Afslager  ; that  they  had  undertaken  two 
j carneys  along  the  Northern  and  Western  Rivers  and  upwards  to 
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explore  the  interior  of  the  country,  but  had  to  return  through 
want  of  water.  They  had  again  sent  an  expedition  with  the 
miners  to  search  for  minerals.  The  “ Victoria  ” had  also  been 
sent  along  the  coast  to  explore  it  from  Rio  de  la  Goa  to  Inham- 
bano.  For  further  particulars  see  the  papers,  which  also  show 
what  the  vessel  has  brought  to  Table  Bay. 

September  16. — Placcaat  published,  that  henceforth  a silver 
ducat  on,  according  to  the  present  rates  in  India,  shall  be  valued  at 
thirteen  instead  of  twelve  skillings.  Money  paid  in  for  trans- 
mission to  Europe  shall,  according  to  the  Directors’  orders,  be 
valued  at  eleven  skillings. 

October  16. — A slave  sentenced  to  be  scourged,  &c. 

Ootober  18. — The  English  divers,  who  came  here  with  the 
“ Valkenisse,”  commenced  to-day  to  search  in  Table  Bay  for  the 
lost  specie  of  the  Company.  The  results  are  to  be  written  down 
in  a separate  journal  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  assist 
them. 

October  20. — Parade  of  the  Cape  burghers.  Dinner  at  the 
Governor’s. 

Ootober  24. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Sea  Horse,”  with 
slaves  from  Madagascar  for  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  West  Indies. 

October  30. — A junior  mate  sentenced  to  be  shot  for  murdering 
his  skipper. 

November  1. — The  “ Spieringshoek  ” lear'es  for  De  la  Goa  Bay 
with  provisions,  beads  (glass  and  copper),  a stallion  and  two  mares 
and  filly,  two  boats  and  70  men — 40  military  and  30  sailors,  to 
supplement  the  garrison.  Also  three  miners  and  three  steersmen 
to  serve  on  the  “ Zeepost.” 

According  to  orders  received  from  the  Directors  in  their  letter 
of  the  20th  July,  1726,  tho  Governor  leaves  the  Castle  for  the 
country  beyond  the  mountains  of  Hottentots  Holland,  in  order  to 
inquire  whether  the  roads  towards  the  forests  there  might  not  be 
made  serviceable  by  the  blasting  of  rooks  or  otherwise,  and  to 
bring  the  forest  timber  within  reach  of  the  settlements,  said  timber 
being  at  present  unapproachable.  Timber  at  present  is  very 
floarce  and  much  needed.  Governor’s  intention  is  to  pay  a 
personal  visit  to  the  forests.  We  trust  that  he  may  return  in 
health.  The  Secunde  De  la  Fontaine  is  to  remain  in  charge,  and 
settle  all  domestic  and  daily  affairs  during  his  absence.  At  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  flag  was  taken  down  at  the  Castle,  and 
the  Governor  left  with  a salute  of  guns. 

December  1 . — Return  of  the  Governor  in  the  afternoon — glory 
be  to  God — in  good  health.  Flag  again  hoisted  at  the  Castle. 
Guns  fired.  Garrison  under  arms.  The  Governor,  with  muoh 
affeotion,  weloomed  by  the  Company’s  servants  and  the  chief  men 
among  the  .citizens. 

Deoember  4.- — A soldier  who  had  murdered  a farmer,  and  run 
away,  after  three  successive  summonses,  publioly  made  to  appear 
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and  answer  the  oha  e,  is  sentenced  to  exile,  and,  if  caught,  to  he 
hanged. 

December  18. — Three  slaves  to  he  broken  for  murder,  and  to 
lie  so  until  death. 


1728. 

January  1. — The  officers  of  rank  and  the  chief  burghers  con- 
gratulate the  Governor.  They  dine  with  him  in  the  evening. 

January  8. — Placcaat  published,  that  in  consequence  of  the  iine 
harvest  the  placcaat  of  5th  January,  1727,  has  been  revoked, 
which  forbids  the  bakers  baking  white  bread,  cakes  and  biscuits,  or 
selling  any  flour. 

January  22. — The  English  ship  “Carnarvon”  requests  per- 
mission to  search  for  an  anchor  lost  in  the  bay.  She  is  assisted 
by  one  of  the  shore  boats.  They  were  busy  the  whole  day,  but 
unsuccessfully. 

January  24. — Certain  slaves  sentenced.  The  general  placcaat 
was  published  this  day. 

January  26. — Arrival  of  some  of  the  return  ships  under  the 
flag  of  Commander  Mr.  Everharu  Kraaij vanger. 

January  28. — The  English  diver,  John  Ledbridge,  his  son,  the 
skipper  Pieter  de  Graaff,  and  the  assistant  Cornelis  Koning,  pro- 
ceed to  Saldanha  Bay  with  the  “ Fyenoord  ” to  searoh  for  the 
specie  lost  in  the  ship  “ Meerenstein.” 

January  31. — The  butcher  licence  leased. 

February  12. — A boat  of  the  “ Terhorst  ” swamped  in  the  bay. 
The  mate,  two  sailors  and  a slave  boy  drowned. 

February  13. — The  body  of  the  mate  and  a sailor  washed  on 
shore  and  buried. 

February  17.— Arrival  of  the  “ Spieringhoek  ” from  De  la  Goa 
Bay.  For  particulars  we  are  referred  to  the  letters  she  brought. 

February  28. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet — twelve  ships. 
Cargo  f 3, 049, 477- 10. 

March  5. — Return  of  the  Euglish  divers  from  Saldanha  Bay. 
The  sea  was  too  heavy  at  the  “ Jutten  ” island  at  this  time  of  the 
year  to  enable  them  to  dive  f<>r  the  specie  lost  in  the  “ Meeren- 
stein ” in  1712  (1702?).  They  must,  therefore,  wait  till  the 
•rain)'  season  sets  in,  when  the  sea  will  be  calmer. 

March  28. — Arrival  of  the  “ Geertruida,”  bringing  news  that 
the  “ Lugtenburg  ” had  been  lost  on  the  Flemish  coast. 

April  7. — Departure  of  the  Batavia  and  Ceylon  return  fleet 
under  command  of  skipper  Cornelis  Fret.  Ten  ships  Cargo 
valued  at  f 1,695, 711-18. 

April  24. — The  English  divers  return  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  make 
another  trial  for  recovering  some  of  the  specie  lost  in  the 
“ Meerenstein,”  wrecked  therein  1702. 

April  25. — The  Governor’s  birthday.  After  church  he  was 
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congratulated  by  all  the  Company’s  servants  of  rank,  and  also  the 
chief  of  the  burghers.  In  the  evening  all  were  invited  to  dinner, 
and  the  day  ended  with  joy. 

April  29. — Three  slaves  hanged  for  cattle  theft. 

May  1. — News  brought  from  Robben  Island  that  on  the  29th 
April  a boat  of  the  “Dam,”  with  the  bookkeeper,  second  mate 
and  quartermaster,  and  also  seven  sailors,  had  proceeded  to  that 
island  for  refreshments.  The  south-east  wind  coming  up  suddenly, 
the  boat  could  not  reach  the  island,  and  had  to  return  to  the  ship. 
Unfortunately  it  missed  the  vessel,  and  was  driven  to  sea.  Orders 
were  sent  to  the  “ Zeelandia  ” at  Saldanha  Bay  to  go  in  search  for 
the  boat  at  once. 

May  13. — Two  slaves  sentenced  to  be  drowned  for  the  orime  of 
sodomy. 

May  16. — The  boat  of  the  “ Dam  ” was  found  on  the  Blueberg 
strand,  but  none  of  the  crew.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  feared  that 
all  have  perished. 

May  20. — News  brought  from  Dassen  Island  that  nothing  had 
been  seen  there  of  the  men  blown  with  the  boat  into  the  sea. 

June  9. — Something  extraordinary  occurred  this  morning.  A 
fishing-boat  lying  on  the  beach  was  lifted  by  a whirlwind  fully  50 
feet  into  the  air  and  smashed  against  the  ground. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  Company’s  servants — 941  all  told. 

July  1. — Heavy  north-west  wind.  Two  boats  washed  on  shore 
from  the  wharf  and  smashed. 

July  3. — The  same  weather,  but  growing  worse  and  worse.  The 
whole  bay  is  one  mass  of  seething  foam.  The  “ Stabroek  ” is 
driven  on  shore  about  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  this  side  of 
the  Salt  River,  where  the  English  ship  “ Nightingale  ” was 
wrecked  in  1722.  She  did  not  break  up.  At  three  o’clock  the 
“ Haarlem  ” stranded  nearer  the  Castle,  where  the  “ Lakeman  ” 
was  wrecked  in  1722.  After  that  the  “ Middenrak  ” drifted  off 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Salt  River,  and  was  still  holding  on  when 
darkness  set  in.  It  was  impossible  to  send  her  any  assistance, 
and  with  sorrow  her  destruction  was  looked  forward  to,  as  that 
part  of  the  coast  is  always  covered  with  breakers  even  in  calm 
weather. 

As  soon  as  the  “ Stabroek  ” struck,  a red  flag  was  hoisted  from 
the  tower  of  the  Castle,  and  the  bell  was  rung  three  times  to 
oollect  all  the  Company’s  servants  at  the  Castle  and  the  burghers 
under  their  officers,  in  order  to  receive  the  Grovernor’s  orders  in 
these  mournful  circumstances. 

All  came  together,  but  as  nothing  remained  for  the  burghers  to 
do,  they  were  allowed  to  retire.  The  military  took  possession  of 
the  beach  to  prevent  theft  and  disorder.  The  Council  met  and 
renewed  the  placcaaten  of  18th  June  and  19th  September,  1722, 
regarding  the  stranding  of  ships  and  the  stealing  of  wreckage. 
Another  placcaat  was  likewise  issued  confirming  the  above,  and 


311 


expressly  ordering  that  no  one,  whether  a servant  of  the  Com- 
pany,  burgher,  slave,  or  whoever  he  might  he,  shall  dare,  without 
orders,  or  being  commanded  to  do  so,  to  come  on  the  beaoh  of  this 
place,  much  less  steal  any  goods  washed  ashore,  or  even  touch  any, 
on  pain  that  those  who  are  discovered  in  the  act  shall,  without 
form  of  trial  or  respect  of  person,  be  at  once  hanged  on  the  spot 
from  two  poles  erected  there  for  the  purpose  ; and  should  such 
offenders  endeavour  to  save  themselves  by  flight,  the  military  on 
the  beach  shall  fire  at  them,  that  whether  dead  or  alive  they  may 
fall  into  the  hands  of  justice. 

July  4. — The  sea  is  somewhat  quieter,  so  that  boats  can  be 
used.  We  were  glad  in  the  morning  when  we  found  that  the 
“ Meyenburgh,”  “Nieuwvliet”  and  “Hildegonda”  were  safe. 
They  had,  however,  lost  all  their  anchors  and  cables,  and  the 
“ Hildegonda  ” also  its  rudder.  Of  the  “ Middenrak,”  however, 
nothing  was  at  first  seen,  but  when  the  water  became  lower  a part 
of  that  vessel  was  observed  on  the  other  side  of  Salt  River,  so  that 
it  had  been  smashed  during  the  night.  Not  one  of  the  75  men  on 
board  had  been  saved.  Most  of  the  bodies  were  found  on  the 
beach,  also  some  property  of  the  Company  and  of  private  parties  ; 
among  them  were  pieces  of  the  money  chests,  in  the  wood  of  which 
some  Dutch  dubbeltjes  were  twisted  crooked  and  jammed,  so  that 
we  presume  all  the  money  chests  were  broken  to  pieces  by  the 
waves.  The  “ Stabroek  ” and  “ Haarlem  ” seemed  to  be  still 
entire,  so  that  their  cargoes  may  be  saved,  and  also  all  the  people 
on  board,  excepting  two  of  each,  who  had  been  drowned  by 
attempting  to  reach  the  shore  prematurely. 

The  Governor  went  to  the  beach  this  morning  to  examine  into 
everything  personally,  and  give  the  necessary  orders  for  saving 
the  cargo  of  the“  Middenrak.” 

July  5. — Fine  weather.  The  money  chests  of  the  “ Stabroek  1! 
and  “ Haarlem  ” brought  on  shore.  The  cargo  of  the  “ Middenrak” 
collected  as  much  as  possible.  The  other  vessels  properly  ro  berthed 
Governor  Noodt  again  on  the  beach. 

July  6. — The  “Stabroek”  breaking  up.  All  speed  made  to 
discharge  her.  Governor  on  the  beach  for  the  purpose. 

July  7. — The  money  chests  transferred  to  the  “ Meyeuburgli,” 
which  is  ready  to  leave  for  Batavia. 

By  beat  of  drums  all  were  warned,  including  free  blacks  and 
Chinamen  in  possession  of  fishing-boats,  not  to  go  near  the  locality 
of  the  wrecks  or  in  the  neighbourhood ; and  not  to  go  beyond  the 
jetty  for  fishing.  All  offenders,  without  exception,  to  be  hanged 
according  to  placcaat  of  3rd  Julj  instant 

July  18. — Whereas  three  brass  cannons  belongiug  to  a private 
person  on  board  one  of  the  wrecked  ships  had  been  stolen,  and 
offered  for  sale  in  Cape  Town,  notice  was  given  by  beat  of 
drum  to  all,  that  the  buyers  were  at  once  to  deliver  them  up.  If 
they  neglected  this  order,  they  would  be  punished  with  death.  In 
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the  other  case  they  would  save  their  necks  and  their  liberty,  and 
also  receive  hack  the  money  paid  for  the  guns,  that  the  thieves 
might  he  discovered.  The  result  was  that  the  guns  were  not 
only  produced  at  once,  hut  the  thieves  also  fell  into  the  hands 
of  justice. 

August  6. — The  “ Haarlem  ” discharged  and  successfully 
launched  again  by  order  of  the  Governor.  We  trust  that  she  may 
he  found  fit  to  proceed  to  Batavia. 

August  7. — The  “ Haarlem  ” is  to  proceed  to  Saldanha  Bay  for 
repairs. 

August  9. — The  following  persons  were  punished  in  the  follow- 
ing way  for  stealing  wreckage — (strandroof)  : — 

George  Smit,  of  Neurenburg,  soldier. 

Claas  Bomb,  of  Funningen,  sailor. 

Both  had  to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round  their 
necks.  Afterwards  they  were  scourged,  branded,  and  chained  for 
15  years. 

Reynier  Jansz  de  Haan,  of  Amsterdam,  and  Claas  Wagtendorp, 
both  sailors  ; to  be  scourged,  branded,  and  chained  for  ten  years. 

The  burgher  Cornelis  Brits,  and  Dionisia  Hummel,  wife  of  the 
burgher  Pieter  Brand,  as  aiders  and  abetters  in  the  above  thefts, 
were  to  stand  on  the  place  of  execution,  and  look  on  whilst  the 
punishments  were  being  inflicted.  Brits  was  further  to  remain  in 
irons  for  two  years  as  a convict,  and  the  woman  placed  for  ten  years 
in  the  slave  lodge  to  work  at  the  public  works  with  the  slaves. 

August  20. — The  tea  ship  “ Meerlust  ” leaves  with  a cargo 
valued  at  fl70,576T7.  The  number  of  return  ships  this  year  is 
28.  Cargo  of  the  whole  valued  at  f6,400,612-4-8. 

Thirty-five  silver  ducatons,  and  two  dubbeltjes  of  the  “ Midden- 
rak  ” found  on  the  beach. 

August  21. — Return  of  the  divers  from  Saldanha  Bay.  More 
coin  picked  up  now  and  then. 

August  31. — Sale  of  the  liquor  revenue  for  f42,650. 

September  1. — The  English  divers  commenced  to-day  to  dive 
for  the  “ Middeurak’s  ” money.  Their  doings  are  mentioned  in  a 
separate  Journal. 

September  3. — Return  of  the  “ Hildegonda  ” from  Saldanha 
Bay  w'here  it  had  completely  refitted. 

September  17. — The  “ Zeepost”  arrives  from  De  la  Goa.  The 
news  she  brings  can  be  gathered  from  the  letters  dated  11th  August. 

September  18. — A slave  hanged  for  attempting  to  murder  the 
three  children  of  his  master. 

September  30. — Sentence  passed  on  Pieter  Peyltjes,  of  Nieuwen- 
huysen  (who  had  been  lent  to  the  burgher  Paul  Roux)  for  har- 
bouring and  lodging  a deserter.  He  is  to  be  scourged,  aud  further 
to  be  put  in  chains  for  three  years,  “ ad  opus  publicum The  half 
of  his  property  is  to  be  confiscated  pro  fisco  whilst  he  himself  is  also 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  trial. 
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October  20. — Burgher  parade.  Officers  and  other  servants  of 
the  Company  dine  with  the  Governor  in  the  afternoon  and  evening. 

October  24. — Heavy  lightning  and  thunder.  The  flagstaff  on 
Lion’s  Head  shivered  by  lightning. 

October  29. — The  “ Haarlem  ” proceeds  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  be 
refitted. 

November  7. — The  “ Victoria  ” leaves  for  De  la  Goa  with  beads, 
46  military,  25  sailors,  a smith,  two  ships  carpenters,  a chief  and 
under  surgeon,  and  two  clerks  for  service  there. 

December  4. — Return  of  the  “ Haarlem.”  Shortly  after  her 
arrival  she  was  caught  by  a strong  N.W.  wind  (storm),  and  not 
yet  being  properly  berthed,  she  broke  from  her  anchor  between 
9 and  10  at  night.  We  heard  her  guns  about  half  an  hour 
afterwards,  and  nothing  more  was  seen  of  her  lights.  As  soon  as 
she  commenced  to  drift,  pitch  hoops  were  lit  on  shore  by  order  of 
the  Governor  to  show  her  the  best  place  to  ground  on.  Hen  were 
also  sent  to  see  that  the  goods  washed  up  were  housed,  should  she 
break  up. 

December  5. — Early  in  the  morning  she  was  found  on  shore 
between  Salt  River  and  the  spot  where  in  July  last  the  “ Sta- 
broek  ” had  been  wrecked.  She  was  entirely  broken  up.  Of  107 
men  only  ten  healthy  sailors  and  a boy,  with  five  heavily  wounded 
men,  viz : — the  chief  sail  maker  and  four  sailors,  were  saved.  As 
the  other  vessel,  the  “ Slot  Aldegonda  ” was  still  riding  safely,  the 
deceased  skipper  of  the  “ Haarlem”  Antonie  Biermans  would  have 
had  a severe  task  to  defend  himself  if  he  had  been  saved,  having 
berthed  his  ship  so  near  the  bank,  where  such  heavy  breakers  are 
caused. 

December  18. — The  Court  of  Justice  having  resumed  its  verdict 
of  death  passed  on  a slave  for  attempting  to  murder  his  master,  the 
sentence  that  he  should  be  bound  on  a cross,  his  left  hand  cut  off, 
and  his  body  to  be  broken  without  the  coup  dc  grace,  &c.,  was 

carried  out. 


1729. 

January  1. — The  Company’s  servants  and  others  proceed  to  the 
Castle  to  congratulate  the  Governor.  In  the  evening  they  were 
invited  to  dinner,  and  spent  a very  pleasant  time. 

January  13 — Seven  return  ships  arrive  under  the  Commander 
Gerrit  Stocke,  bringing  news  that  the  Cape  provision  ship  “ Saxen- 
burgh  ” had  been  wrecked  near  the  reef  Agulhas,  between  the 
eighth  and  ninth  of  this  month.  All  lives  were  lost  excepting 
that  of  the  third  officer,  the  chief  carpenter,  four  sailors  and  a black 
boy,  who  had  been  pioked  up  by  the  “ Westerdyxhorn.”  Their 
statement  is  as  follows  : — 

They  had  left  Batavia  on  the  2nd  November  with  provisions 
for  the  Cape,  and  went  on  prosperously  until  the  2nd  of  January, 


314 


when  they  sighted  Africa  off  De  la  Goa  Bay.  On  the  8th  they 
encountered  a heavy  gale.  The  ship  would  not  obey  her  rudder, 
and  worked  heavily.  She  commenced  to  make  water,  and 
the  pumps  were  continually  worked.  The  water  kept  running  in. 
A heavy  leak  was  discovered  (which  is  fully  described).  The  guns 
were  thrown  overboard,  but  without  success.  The  ship  was 
gradually  sinking.  The  skipper  told  all  to  prepare  for  death. 
The  stern  boat  was  cleared  to  enable  some  to  save  themselves. 
The  ship  afterwards  cracked  asunder  and  sank.  Every  one 
endeavoured  to  save  himself  on  a peace  of  wreckage,  and  those 
mentioned  above  were  finally  picked  up  by  a boat  of  the  “ Wester- 
dyxhorn.” 

January  14 — Four  more  return  ships  arrive. 

January  15. — The  farmer  Jan  Brouk  sentenced  to  be  scourged, 
and  chained  for  five  years,  for  harbouring  a deserted  soldier  Jan 
Dirk  Evertsz,  and  employing  him  in  his  service.  The  half  of  his 
property  was  likewise  confiscated. 

January  17. — A boat  with  three  men  blown  to  sea,  but  for- 
tunately reached  Robben  Island.  (See  22nd  January). 

February  1. — Lease  of  the  butcher  licence. 

February  4. — Departure  of  11  return  ships,  with  a cargo  valued- 
at  f2, 999,947T1. 

February  15. — Arrival  of  the  “ Zeepost  ” from  De  la  Goa  Bay, 
bringing  letters  dated  12th  Januaty,  informing  us  to  our  horror 
that  a large  number  of  the  garrison  had  conspired  not  only  to 
desert,  but  also  to  murder  their  officers,  and  all  who  refused  to  join 
them  ; further  to  carry  off  all  the  company’s  goods,  or  to  take  what 
they  wanted.  This  Godless  conspiracy  was  fortunately  discovered 
in  time  by  the  Commander  Jan  van  de  Oapelle,  who  succeeded  in 
putting  into  safe  confinement  all  the  guilty,  and  those  who  knew 
of  the  attempt  to  be  made.  They  were  62  all  told,  and  would 
receive  their  well  deserved  punishment  on  the  spot.  The  De  la 
Goa  station  had  therefore  been  saved  from  an  evident  danger. 
(See  Resolutions). 

February. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet,  the  second  squadron 
consisting  of  nine  ships.  The  cargo  was  valued  at  fl,64l,728‘8  8. 

Maroh  28. — This  day  a placcaat  was  published  forbidding  the 
harbouring  of  deserters. 

April  2. — The  soldier  Loef  Claasz  hanged  for  murder  of  the 
farmer  Hendrik  Neef. 

April  3. — Last  night  13  men  of  the  garrison  deserted,  having 
stolen  arms  out  of  the  battery  guard-house.  They  went  inland, 
and  the  Ensign  Evert  Walraven  Cochins  was  sent  after  them  with 
a commando  in  order,  if  possible,  to  capture  them.  A letter  was 
also  sent  this  morning  to  Stellenbosch  to  the  provincial  landdrost 
there,  with  orders  that  he  was  to  mount  at  once,  and  take  with 
him  as  many  dragoons  as  the  expedition  required  for  oapturing 
the  deserters,  whom  he  was  to  bring  to  Cape  Town.  He  was  also 
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authorised  in  ease  they  resisted,  and  refused  to  surrender,  to  fire 
at  them,  wound,  or  otherwise  injure  them,  and  so  to  compel  them 
to  surrender. 

April  5. — News  was  received  to-day  that  the  dragoons  had 
oaptured  eight  of  the  thirteen  deserters.  They  would  not 
surrender  willingly,  and  so  long  defended  themselves  until  their 
chief,  Jan  Busch,  had  been  killed,  and  two  of  the  rest  had  been 
heavily  wounded.  The  four  others  are  still  at  large. 

April  21. — The  Court  of  Justice  met  to-day  and  sentenced  the 
thirteen  deserters  for  desertion,  theft  of  the  Company’s  arms,  and 
violently  resisting  the  men  sent  after  to  capture  them.  The 
sentence  is  as  follows  : — Michiel  Fabie  of  Restenborg,  Jan  Chris- 
toffel  Gusser  of  Roel,  Martin  Groevensdorp  of  Hopiugen,  Chris- 
tiaan Stroensel  of  Nieuwripen,  to  he  hanged.  Their  dead  bodies 
after  that  to  be  taken  to  the  outside  place  of  execution  and  there 
re-hanged  and  exposed  to  the  air  and  the  birds  of  heaven  until 
destroyed.  '1  his  sentence,  however,  was  afterwards  so  amended 
that  their  bodies  were  buried  in  the  outside  place  of  execution. 

Johannes  Grys  of  Alendorp,  Frederik  Wogge  of  Theynsberg, 
Jan  Eenjaar  of  Kortryk,  Jacob  Seheel  of  Hamburg,  Caspar  Leyf- 
fert  of  Greevendaal,  to  stand  exposed  to  public  view  under  the 
gallows  ; then  to  be  scourged,  branded  on  the  hack  and  chained 
for  fifteen  y ears,  to  labour  at  the  public  works. 

Matthys  Regter  of  Torgouw,  Hendrik  Jansz.  Vries  of  Colen- 
burgh,  Jan  Pieper  of  Horle,  to  be  scourged  on  their  backs  and  to 
remain  in  irons  for  ten  years. 

Joseph  ISchonbag  of  Nurenberg  to  behold  the  execution  of  the 
sentence,  then  to  be  thrashed  by  the  Caffres,  and  after  that  to 
remain  in  chains  for  three  years.  All  the  prisoners  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  their  trial. 

April  23. — A fine  day.  A dead  calm.  The  commissioners  of 
marriage  affairs  met  this  morning  at  eight  o’clock,  and  after  that 
the  sentence  passed  on  the  deserters  was  carried  out. 

Further,  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  take  away  from  this  earthly 
sphere  the  Hon.  Governor  Pieter  Gysbert  Noodt  this  afternoon 
between  three  and  four  o’clock.  In  the  evening  at  half-past  nine 
the  corpse,  followed  by  the  councillors,  was  brought  to  the  Castle, 
whilst  the  bells  of  the  Castle  were  rung.  It  was  carried  by  twelve 
assistants  from  the  Company’s  garden  house,  where  His  Excel- 
lency died,  to  the  Governor’s  house  in  the  Castle,  to  be  kept  there 
until  the  proper  preparations  for  the  funeral  shall  be  completed. 

April  24. — The  flags  in  the  Castle  and  in  the  bay  half-mast. 
The  church  and  Castle  bells  rung  three  times  daily  tor  an  hour, 
i.e  , from  seven  to  eight  a.m.,  eleven  to  twelve  a.m.,  and  four  to 
five  p.m.,  and  to  continue  for  six  weeks.  The  Council  met  at 
eight  a.m.,  and  appointed  the  Secunde  Jan  de  la  Fontaine  to  aot 
as  Administrator. 
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April  26. — The  “ Zeepost  ” leaves  for  De  la  Goa  with  neces- 
saries and  provisions,  some  beads,  and  fifty  military  men.  She 
also  takes  a junior  surgeon  and  a sailmaker  to  serve  there. 

April  30. — rJ  he  funeral  of  H.E.  the  Governor  having,  at  the 
request  of  the  widow,  been  arranged  by  the  acting  Administrator 
and  the  Political  Council,  the  corpse  was  solemnly  buried  in  the 
afternoon  between  three  and  four  o’clock.  The  bells  were  rung 
every  half-hour  from  seven  in  the  morning.  (Here  follows  the 
whole  proceeding,  ending  with  the  statement  that  mostly  all  of 
the  burghers  followed  the  funeral.) 

June  5. — Arrival  of  the  brigantine  “ Victoria  ” from  De  la  Goa 
with  news  dated  15th  April,  inter  alia,  that  those  guilty  of  the 
intended  conspiracy  had  been  punished  by  the  Court  of  Justice, 
and  that  apparently  everything  had  again  become  tranquil. 

June  18. — Departure  of  some  return  ships.  Cargo  valued  at 
fl, 293, 534-17. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  Company’s  servants — 863  all  told. 

July  10. — The  tea  ship  “ Reijgershoek  ” leaves — its  oargo  valued 
at  f249, 235-12-8. 

August  6. — A slave  to  be  broken  alive  for  theft,  burglary,  and 
rape  committed  on  a European  girl. 

August  17.  — The  brigantine  “Victoria”  and  the  yacht 
“ Fortuin  ” proceed  to  False  and  Saldanha  Bays,  according  to 
instructions  from  the  Directors  d.d.  2 1 sr  March  last,  carrying  with 
them  the  wharfmaster,  Jacobus  Moller,  and  the  ex-skipper,  Jan  de 
Heere,  as  commissioners  to  examine  said  bays  carefully,  and  make 
exact  charts  of  them.  For  this  purpose  the  chartmaker,  Isaac 
van  Es,  accompanies  them. 

August  30. — The  liquor  licence  sold  for  f51,950. 

September  19. — The  Ensign  Johannes  van  Baarsenburgh  sent 
to-day  with  some  men  to  buy  goats  from  the  surrounding  Hot- 
tentots. 

September  20. — Return  of  the  “ Victoria”  from  False  Bay. 

September  23 — Return  of  the  “ Fortuin  ” from  the  same  place. 

October  2. — Arrival  of  the  “ Ridderskerk  ” from  Batavia  on  the 
19th  July.  She  had  been  despatched  by  the  India  Council  to 
inform  the  Directors  of  the  death  of  Governor- General  Mat.  de 
Haan,  and  of  other  matters. 

October  13. — A slave  sentenced  for  attempted  murder. 

October  16. — Arrival  of  the  Rev.  Franciscus  le  Sueur,  sent  out 
for  this  place  in  the  “ Midlo.”  He  preached  in  the  morning. 

October  20. — Burgher  parade. 

October  31. — The  wharfmaster,  Jacobus  Moller,  and  ex-skipper 
Jan  de  Heere,  left  this  morning  overland  for  Saldanha  Bay,  for  the 
object  stated  in  journal  of  17th  August. 

November  13. — Arrival  of  the  “Zeepost”  from  Rio  de  la  Goa. 
Particulars  about  that  place  will  be  found  in  the  letters  received, 
dated  22nd  October. 


317 


November  15. — PI accaat issued  forbidding  everyone  from  allowing 
goats  to  roam  about  the  streets  or  roads  within  the  town  limits,  as 
they  destroy  the  young  oaks  and  other  trees.  Eight  days  after 
the  publication  all  goats  so  found  maj'  be  killed  or  confiscated. 

November  25. — Return  of  Jacobus  Moller  overland  from 
Saldanha  Bay.  Skipper  De  Heere  expected  by  sea. 

December  5. — Arrival  of  the  return  squadron  under  the  flag  of 
Commander  Willem  Smit.  Had  left  Batavia  on  the  9th  October. 

December  6. — Seven  more  return  ships  arrive. 

December  8. — Ensign  Job.  van  Baarssen  returns  with  150  goats 
and  49  cattle  bartered  from  the  Hottentots. 

1730. 

January  7. — A slave  scourged  and  branded  for  wounding  and 
attempting  to  murder  another  slave.  Also  to  remain  two  years  in 

irons. 

January  30. — 1 his  morning  Madam  Johanna  Drabbe,  widow  of 
the  late  Hon.  Governor  Pieter  Gysbert  Noodt,  in  his  lifetime 
Governor  of  this  place,  proceeded  on  board  the  ship  “ Groen- 
swaard  ” with  her  son ; accompanied  as  far  as  the  beach  by  the 
Administrator,  the  members  of  the  Council  and  their  wives.  Fifteen 
guns  were  also  fired  from  the  Castle.  She  proceeds  to  the  Father- 
land  with  the  vessel  named. 

February  5. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet — the  “ Croons  waard” 
is  one  of  them — eleven  altogether.  Cargo  valued  at  f2,798,834T8. 

February  20. — Private  news  received  yesterday  by  the  “ Keetel  ” 
that  De  la  Fontaine  had  been  appointed  by  the  Directors  as 
successor  to  the  late  Hon.  P.  G.  Noodt ; and  that  the  Fiscal 
Adriaan  van  Kervel  had  been  made  Secunde  vice  De  la  Fontaine. 
This  not  only  caused  a general  joy  among  the  people  here,  but 
also  among  all  the  Company’s  officers  ; and  some  of  the  lower  ones, 
with  the  burghers  of  rank  and  others,  proceeded  to  Fontaine’s 
house  to-day  and  to  that  of  Van  Kervel  to  congratulate  them  on 
their  promotion  to  such  high  offices. 

February  25. — Arrival  of  the  Zealand  ship  “Cats”  with 
despatches  from  the  Seventeen  dated  28th  October,  1829,  con- 
firming the  above  news;  and  also  that  the  junior  merchant  and 
paymaster  at  Colombo,  Dan.  van  den  Hengel,  had  been  appointed 
Fiscal. 

March  2. — Council  agrees  that  De  la  Fontaine  shall  be  publicly 
introduced  to  the  people  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  instant,  the 
Company’s  effects  having  been  propei'ly  taken  over  on  28th 
February  last. 

March  8. — De  la  Fontaine  presented  to  the  people  according  to 
the  above  resolution.  (The  ceremony  is  exactly  the  same  as  when 
Noodt  was  sworn  in.) 

April  1. — The  English  ship  “ Prince  Augustus  ” brings  news 
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i hat  one  of  the  Company’s  China  ships  had  been  lost  on  the  Dutch 
coast. 

April  4. — Departure  of  the  second  squadron  of  return  ships — 10 
in  number.  Cargo,  f 1,928, 141 'lO'S. 

April  21. — Arrival  of  an  English  slave  ship,  the  “ Rudge,” 
from  Madagascar,  bound  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

April  22. — A slave  of  Mrs.  ten  Damme  of  the  Brakke  fontein 
near  the  beach,  brought  news  that  a Company’s  ship  was  on 
shore  among  the  rocks,  to  the  east  of  Robben  Island.  Consequently 
the  wharfmaster  Jakobus  Moller  was  despatched  in  the  “ Victoria  ” 
to  the  spot.  The  Council  having  been  convened,  approves  of  the 
Governor’s  proceedings. 

April  23. — News  was  again  brought  by  the  same  slave  that  the 
vessel  had  been  got  out  of  danger,  and  that  she  was  called  the 
“ Landskroon.”  In  dark  and  misty  weather  she  had  got  too  near 
Blueberg,  but  had  been  saved  by  the  S.E.  wind. 

April  26.  — The  Governor’s  birthday.  A lot  of  bunting  dis- 
played. Some  guns  were  fired  when  in  the  afternoon  he  left  for 
the  country. 

June  11. — Arrival  of  the  “ Zeepost  ” from  “ Rio  de  la  Goa.” 
Particulars  of  affairs  there  will  be  found  in  their  letters  of  2nd 
May. 

June  12. — Extraordinary  session  of  the  Council,  in  which  it  is 
resolved  in  the  better  interests  of  the  Company  to  break  up  the 
office  at  De  la  Goa,  the  sooner  the  better.  See  Resolution. 

Juno  27. — Death  in  the  afternoon  between  four  and  five  of 
Mrs.  Maria  Elizabeth  de  Man,  wife  of  Governor  de  la  Fontaine, 
after  having  been  ill  for  some  time. 

June  28. — Flags  of  the  ships  half  mast.  The  bells  of  the 
Church  and  Castle  were  rung  three  times  daily,  as  in  the  case  of 
Governor  Noodt,  as  long  as  the  body  was  unburied. 

June  30. — Muster  of  the  Company’s  servants — 920  all  told. 

July  3. — Burial  of  Mrs.  de  la  Fontaine.  The  whole  ceremony 
is  fully  described.  The  body  was  buried  in  the  church. 

July  4. — Eight  return  ships  leave.  Cargo  f 2, 030, 636.  Al- 
together 29  ships  this  year.  Total  of  cargo  f6,757,612-8-8. 

August  12. — The  “Snuffelaar”  and  the  “Zeepost”  leave  for 
De  la  Goa  with  provisions  for  the  garrison,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  thence  all  the  Company’s  goods  and  men,  as  the  office 
is  to  be  abandoned  by  order  of  the  Directors. 

August  31. — The  liquor  licence  sold  for  f 23, 600. 

October  12. — A slave  sentenced  to  be  tortured  for  stubbornly 
denying  that  he  had  committed  a murder.  Another  was  ordered  to 
be  scourged,  branded,  and  to  remain  25  years  in  chains. 

October  20 — Burgher  parade.  Dinner  at  the  Governor’s. 

November  10. — Heavy  S.E.  Great  damage  done  to  the  houses. 
Young  and  old  trees  rooted  up.  Gardens  injured. 
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November  11. — Three  slaves  sentenced  to  be  broken. 

Three  to  be  hanged. 

One  female  slave  to  be  scourged  and  branded,  and  fixed  to  a 
block  all  her  life. 

One  slave  to  be  scourged,  branded,  and  placed  in  irons  for  10 
years. 

One  male  and  one  female  slave  to  be  scourged  and  branded. 

One  male  slave  to  be  scourged,  and  so  sent  home. 

One  male  slave  to  be  scourged,  branded,  and  placed  in  irons 
for  his  whole  life. 

November  30. — Died  during  this  month  one  of  the  Company’s 
slaves,  banished  hither,  named  Rebecca  of  Sambona. 

December  24. — Sunday.  The  S.E.  winds  continuing,  and 
blowing  very  stiffly  the  whole  day.  Two  beautiful  sermons  were 
preached  by  the  Revs.  Franciseus  Le  Sueur  and  Henricus  Bek  ; 
the  one  as  a preparation  for  the  approaching  Holy  Supper,  and 
the  other  from  the  Catechism. 

December  25. — Clear  sky,  and  a beautiful  sea  breeze  the  whole 
day.  Towards  evening  elouds  began  to  gather. 

As  this  day  is  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  Christ 
Jesus,  the  Revs.  Franciseus  Le  Sueur  and  Henricus  Bek  preaohed 
twice  on  this  subject,  and  after  the  morning  service  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Le  Sueur,  the  Holy  Sacrament  was  administered  to  the 
congregation. 

December  26.  — Cloudy  weather.  Same  wind.  S.E.  at  noon,  sky 
oleared.  This  morning  the  Rev.  Franciseus  Le  Sueur  continued 
the  subject  of  yesterday  in  a very  applicable  sermon. 

December  31. — The  S.E.  continuing.  Subsides  during  the 
afternoon.  The  Revs.  Henricus  Bek  and  Franciseus  Le  Sueur 
preached  twice  this  day  to  the  edification  of  the  congregation. 

During  this  month  one  of  the  Company’s  slaves,  Constantia,  the 
daughter  of  Grietje  of  Constantia,  a school-girl,  departed  this  life. 

This  year  having  also  ended,  we  must  cordially  praise  and  thank 
our  Heavenly  Father  for  his  grace  and  mercy  revealed  to  us 
during  that  period,  with  the  further  prayer  that  He  who  is  able  to 
do  abundantly  beyond  what  we  may  pray  for  or  imagine,  may 
deliver  us  from  evil,  and  grant  us  what  we  require  for  our  temporal 
welfare,  but  above  all  for  our  eternal  salvation.  Amen. 

By  me.  (Signed)  N.  Ley, 

First  Sworn  Clerk. 

1731. 

January  1. — New  Year’s  day.  Beautiful  weather.  S.W. 
breeze.  Spent  a very  pleasant  day. 

January  8 — Breezes  from  all  quarters.  Fine  weather.  From 
ten  until  half-past  eleven  this  forenoon,  there  was  an  eclipse  of  the 
sun  which  so  darkened  the  sky  that  some  stars  were  clearly  visible 
in  the  firmament. 
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January  13. — During  the  night  two  vessels  anchored  off  Rohben 
Island.  The  Harbour  master  Jacobus  Moller,  dispatched  by  the 
Governor  this  morning  early  to  discover  who  they  were.  During 
the  afternoon  he  returned,  and  reported  that  they  were  the 
Hookers  “ Snuffelaar  ” and  “ Zeepost  ” returned  from  the  aban- 
doned factory  on  Rio  de  la  Gloa,  which  they  had  left  on  the  27th 
December  last,  in  company  of  the  brigantine  “ Fyenoord,”  which 
had  parted  from  them  the  very  same  day.  These  vessels  contained 
all  the  men  and  goods  that  had  been  at  Rio  de  la  Gloa,  so  that 
that  place  has  been  completely  abandoned. 

Sentences  of  the  Court  of  Justice  carried  out. 

Philander  from  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  a slave  of  the  ex-Coun- 
cillor  Frederik  Russouw,  for  the  crime  of  murder  to  he  broken  on 
a wheel  with  the  coup  de  grace.  After  that  the  body  was  to  be 
dragged  to  the  outside  place  of  execution,  and  there  placed  on  a 
wheel,  and  left  until  destroyed  by  the  birds  of  the  air,  and  the 
air  itself. 

Pieter  Hollebrack  of  Maastricht,  a conviot  working  at  the 
Battery,  and  Catryn  of  Madagascar,  female  slave  of  the  ex-Heem- 
raad  Francois  du  Toit,  for  cattle  theft,  burglary,  and  robbery,  to 
stand  exposed  under  the  gallows  with  the  rope  round  their  necks, 
be  scourged  and  branded,  and  chained ; the  first  mentioned  for 
25  years  at  the  public  works,  and  the  latter  to  serve  her  master  in 
that  condition  (chained)  for  five  years. 

January  15. — Council  meets  to  read  over  the  papers  of  the 
abandoned  settlement  at  Rio  de  la  Gloa. 

January  18. — Arrival  of  the  brigantine  “ Fyenoord  ” with  two 
dead  and  twelve  sick.  Had  left  Rio  de  la  Gloa  on  the  27th  December. 

January  28.  — Sunday.  Services  conducted  by  the  Revs.  Wilhel- 
mus  Hogerwaard  and  Franmscus  Le  Sueur,  to  the  great  edification 
of  every  one. 

January  31. — Deaths  during  the  month  of  the  Company’s 
slaves,  Harmanus  Malabaar  alias  Bosman,  an  adult,  and  Cecilia, 
daughter  of  Cornelia  Mulders,  a female  infant. 

February  4. — Sunday.  Services  conducted  by  the  Revs. 

Hogerwaard  and  Henricus  Bek. 

February  6. — News  received  that  during  the  previous  night 
much  damage  '-ad  been  done  by  fire  on  the  farm  of  the  burgher 
Floris  Mayboom,  known  as  the  “ Platte  Kloof.”  A large  building 
or  granary  had  been  burnt  down  with  everything  it  contained, 
consisting  of  wagonmakers’  tools,  corn,  &c.,  besides  a large 
quantity  of  wheat  stacked.  No  one  knows  how  it  oocurred. 

February  11. — Sunday.  Service  conducted  by  Revs.  Wil- 

helmus  Hogerwaard  and  Franciscus  le  Sueur. 

February  27. — Heavy  clouds  and  thunder  in  the  morning,  with 
rain  the  whole  day.  Arrival  of  the  Ceylon  return  ship  “Myen- 
burg,”  which  on  the  14th  December  last  had  left  Point  de  Galle 
in  company  of  the  “ Gaasperdam,”  “ Het  Slot  ter  Hooge,” 
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“ Carssenhof  ” and  “ Commerrust,”  under  the  Hag  of  the  Fiscal 
elect  ^of  the  Cape,  Magister  Daniel  van  den  Henghel.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Madagascar  she  had  been  parted  from  her 
consorts.  She  brought  two  dead  and  nineteen  sick. 

February  28. — Deaths  during  the  month  of  the  Company’s 
slaves: — Jacob,  son  of  Lys  Eycke,  adult;  Jan  Wollebe,  ditto; 
and  Diana,  daughter  of  Lea  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  a female  infant. 

March  8. — Letters  received  from  Saldanha  Bay  that  the  Ceylon 
return  ship  “ Gaasperdam,”  with  four  dead  and  sixty  sick,  had 
arrived  there  on  the  4th,  after  having  lost  two  anchors  and  two 
cables,  the  one  behind  the  Highland  of  the  Lion’s  Head,  and  the 
other  off  Robben  Island ; and  also  that  the  Fiscal  Independent, 
Mr.  Daniel  van  den  Henghel  and  his  wife,  who  were  passengers, 
had  disembarked  there,  and  were  now  on  their  way  to  the  Cape 
overland,  so  that  they  may  be  shortly  expected  here.  The  “ Zee- 
post  ” was  despatched  to  Saldanha  Bay  this  same  day  with  three 
muids  of  peas,  three  muids  of  beans,  three  muids  of  barley,  ten 
leaguers  of  drink-water,  a large  quantity  of  fresh  bread  and  vege- 
tables, and  a heavy  anchor  .... 

March  13. — Fisoal  van  den  Henghel  and  wife  arrive  here 
towards  evening  overland  from  Saldanha  Bay. 

March  15. — Towards  evening  the  English  ship  “ Heathcote  ” 
arrived.'  Had  left  the  Downs  on  the  25th  November  (O.S.)  under 
command  of  Captain  David  Wilhie.  Carried  32  guns  and  100 
men.  Bound  to  Mocha.  Properly  saluted  the  Castle,  and,  as 
usual,  thanked. 

March  18. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Walpole,”  Captain 
Charles  Boddam.  Left  London  on  the  17th  December  last  with 
32  guns  and  120  men.  Also  of  the  French  ship  “ Ladonnaie,” 
Captain  Boudran.  Left  Port  Louis  on  the  10th  December  last 
with  26  guns  and  124  men.  Both  are  destined  for  Madras  and 
China. 

March  23. — Friday.  As  the  Holy  Supper  will  be  administered 
next  Sunday,  which  is  Easter  Day,  the  Rev.  Franciscus  le  Sueur 
preached  a beautiful  preparation  sermon  this  afternoon. 

Maroh  25. — Easter  Sunday.  Departure  of  the  English  ships 
“ Heathoote  ” and  “ Walpole  ” after  having  saluted  the  Castle, 
which  salutes  were  properly  returned. 

The  Rev.  Bek,  after  the  sermon  in  the  morning,  administered 
the  Holy  Sacrament  to  the  congregation.  In  the  afternoon  the 
Rev.  Franciscus  le  Sueur  led  the  thanksgiving  service. 

March  26. — The  French  ship  “ Ladonnaie  ” leaves  with  a strong 
south-east  breeze.  She  salutes  the  Castle,  and  is  thanked  in  the 
same  manner.  The  Rev.  H.  Bek  continues  his  yesterday  s discourse. 

March  28. — Arrival  of  the  French  ship  “ Le  Meroure,”  com- 
manded by  Captain  La  Vilemon  Cardyn,  carrying  2b  guns  and 
125  men.  Left  Port  Louis  the  10th  December  last,  and  destined 
to  China. 
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March  29.— Arrival  of  the  French  ship  “ Labadiene  ” from 
Port  Louis  on  the  29th  September  last,  and  commanded  by 
Captain  Gotier  de  Lartodoit.  She  carries  28  guns  and  84  men, 
and  proceeds  to  Mauritius.  She  properly  saluted  the  Castle,  and 
was  thanked  as  usual. 

March  31. — Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company, 
viz.  : — Lowani  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female  ; Carta  Dita  of 
Sambouwa,  ditto  male  ; Mandoe  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  male  infant. 

April  4. — Arrival  of  the  French  ship  “Lelies,”  Captain  Le 
Chevalier  de  Pondevais,  with  28  guns  and  250  men.  Had  left 
Pondicherry  on  the  28th  January  last,  and  destined  to  Port  Louis 
in  France.  Salutes  interchanged. 

April  7. — Departure  of  the  French  ship  “ Le  Mercure  ” to 
Batavia  and  China.  Salute  and  contra  salute. 

April  .14. — Departure  of  the  French  ship  “Lelies”  to  Port 
Louis.  Salute  and  contra  salute. 

April  15. — The  pulpit  was  occupied  twice  this  day  as  usual. 
In  the  morning  by  the  Rev.  Johan  Willem  Hertzogenrath,  who 
has  lately  been  appointed  to  this  settlement  by  our  lords  and 
masters,  and  in  the  afternoon  by  the  Rev.  Henricus  Bek. 

April  26. — This  being  the  birthday  of  the  Governor,  in  the 
morning  early  the  flag  was  flying  from  the  Castle,  and  the  ships  in 
the  bay  had  all  their  bunting  displayed.  Several  guns  were  fired, 
but  His  Honour  drove  to  the  country. 

April  27. — Arrival  of  the  British  ship  “Frances.”  Had  left 
the  Downs  on  the  22nd  January  last.  Was  commanded  by 
Captain  John  Lawson,  and  carried  20  guns  and  90  men.  Was 
destined  to  Fort  St.  George. 

April  30. — Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company, 
viz.  Isaac,  son  of  Susanna,  daughter  of  Anna  Hendrix,  school- 
boy ; Malockanie  alias  Manckalani  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult ; 
Mathekes  alias  Matsieka  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult. 

May  2. — The  third  officer  of  the  “ Purmerlust,”  Jan  Roose- 
boom,  and  a sailor,  desirous  of  going  on  shore  in  a boat,  were 
unfortunately  drowned.  Having  in  the  dark  rowed  the  boat 
against  the  rocks  near  Rogge  Bay,  and  fearing  that  it  would  turn 
over,  both  jumped  into  the  sea,  but  were  carried  away  by  the 
undertow,  and  thus  drowned. 

May  2. — Ascension  Day.  The  Rev.  Franciscus  le  Sueur 
preached  a noble  sermon  on  this  subject. 

May  11. — Departure  of  the  English  ship  “ Frances  ” after  salute 
and  contra  salute. 

May  12. — Arrival  of  the  Danish  ship  “ Fredericus  Guartus.” 
Left  Copenhagen  the  22nd  November,  1730,  and  Norway  on  the 
24th  January  this  year.  Captain’s  name  Claas  Thaa.  She 
carried  30  guns  and  120  men.  Was  destined  to  Tranquebar. 

May  13. — Pentecost,  Beautiful  weather.  The  Rev.  F.  le 
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Sueur  preached  twice  on  the  gracious  pouring  forth  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  on  that  day. 

May  14. — The  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur  continues  his  subject  in  a 
beautiful  sermon. 

May  20. — Sunday.  The  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur  again  preaches  Iwo 
mellifluous  sermons. 

May  29. — Departure  of  the  Danish  ship  “ Fredericus  Quart  us.” 
Salute  and  contra  salute. 

May  31. — Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company, 
viz.: — Lea  of  Frisani,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  female  infant;  Anna 
Hendricx,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female ; Matombi,  of  Rio  de  la 
Goa,  adult  male;  Christina,  daughter  of  Maria,  daughter  of 
Diana,  school  girl,  and  Alexander,  of  Bengal,  adult  male. 

June  29. — Friday.  As  Holy  Sacrament  will  be  administered 
next  Sunday,  the  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur  preached  a preparation  sermon 
in  the  afternoon. 

June  30. — Result  of  the  census  taken  of  the  servants  of  the 
Company,  viz. : — 

The  Garrison  . . . . . . . . (570  men. 


Groenekloof 

. . 5 

Land  of  Waveren 

8 

Vissershok.  . 

4 

Clapmuts 

Q 

. . o 

Vishoek 

5 

Rivier  Zonder  End  . . 

. . 14 

Saldanha  Bay 

6 

Vessels  and  long  boats 

. . 35 

Unemployed 

. . 2 

Wage  Earners 

2 

Commandeerd 

. . 20 

Condemned 

. . 56 

Sick  in  Hospital 

. . 170 

Total.  . 

1,000 

Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  during  the  month : — Maluani 
alias  Mansiuli,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female ; Coetini,  of  Rio  de 
la  Goa,  adult  female  ; Natiale  the  Second,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult 
female  ; Copani,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female  ; Desuelle,  of  Rio 
de  la  Goa,  adult  male  ; Selango,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female; 
Bella  alias  Pomme,  a very  aged  slave  ; J amvalaua,  of  Rio  de  la 
Goa,  adult  female  ; Sifonke,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  male,  and 
Mallehani,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  male  infant. 

July  1. — Sunday.  The  Holy  Sacrament  administered  by  the 
Rev.  F.  le  Sueur  after  the  sermon  in  the  morning,  and  the  thanks- 
; giving  service  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Bek  in  the  afternoon. 

July  31.— Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  during  the  month: — 
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Mahumani,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  male  infant;  Matthehombi  alias 
Matombi,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  male;  Petronella,  daughter  of  Sisa 
of  theNewland,  female  infant ; Sangolani,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  half- 
grown  girl ; Calemino,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female ; Tamanning 
Souw,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female ; Christiaan,  son  of  Lena, 
daughter  of  Lysblom,  schoolboy ; Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Maria, 
daughter  of  Fatima,  adult  female ; Martha,  daughter  of  Jakoeti, 
of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  female  infant. 

August  27. — Strong  north-west  wind  in  the  morning,  causing 
a hollow  sea  and  great  anxiety  for  the  shipping.  About  ten 
o’clock,  however,  it  began  to  rain  extraordinarily  hard,  lasting 
about  an  hour  and  a half.  The  result  was  that  the  immense 
quantity  of  water  rushed  over  all  the  sluices  of  the  Heerengracht, 
and  Hooded  some  houses.  Some  damage  was  also  done  to  the 
walls  of  the  canal  and  the  streets  ; but  in  consequence  of  this 
heavy  rain,  accompanied  with  thunder,  the  wind  having  shifted  to 
the  south-west,  the  sea  calmed  down,  and  less  anxiety  was  felt  for 
the  shipping,  and  the  more  so  as  the  rain  continued  falling 
heavily  almost  the  whole  day. 

August  31. — The  annual  lease  of  the  Revenue  put  up,  with  the 
following  residt : — 


Malt  Beer— Maria  Coster,  wife  of  Godlieb  Christiaan 


Immelman  . . . . for 

Brandies,  &c. — 1st  quarter,  Abraham  Lever,  f 1,400 
,,  2nd  ,,  Melt  v.  d.  Spuy,  fl,300 

„ 3rd  ,,  J.  v.  d.  Swyn,  fl,350 

. „ 4th  „ H.  v.  Dyk  f 1 ,275 


European  Beer  and  Wine — J.  v.  d.  Swyn 
Cape  Wines — 1st  quarter,  M.  Lever  f5,000 

„ 2nd  ,,  C.  D.  Boetendag  fo,200 

„ 3rd  „ M.  v.  d.  Spuy  f5,300 

,,  4th  ,,  H.  v.  Dyk  f5,750 


Cape  Wines,  &c.,  at  Rondebosch,  J.  Sprangel  f825 


Wine  and  Brandy  at  Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein, 
H.  J.  Conterman 


f 1,200 


f5,325 

f5,100 


f21,250 

f825 

fl,060 


Total  . . f 34, 760 


Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company  : — Lourens,  of 
Madagascar,  adult  male  ; Anthony,  of  Matsianboelij,  male  infant ; 
Helena,  daughter  of  Malluany,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  female  infant ; 
Mancabella,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female  ; Sicombi,  of  Rio  de 
la  Goa,  adult  female. 

September  5. — Yerv  line  weather  and  a dead  calm.  This 
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enabled  us  to  muster  the  hookers  “ Snuffelaar  ” and  “ Zeepost,,” 
in  order  to  be  able  to  leave  with  the  first  favourable  breeze  on  their 
voyage  for  the  exploration  of  the  East  Coast  of  Africa. 

September  9. — Sunday.  News  received  this  day  with  one  of 
the  boats  from  Robben  Island  that  the  two  signal  guns  that  had 
been  fired  there  yesterday  meant  that  the  night  before,  seven 
convicts  had  escaped  from  the  island  in  a little  boat  made  by  them 
out  of  skins,  and  that  in  all  likelihood  they  had  reached  the 
eastern  shore  and  escaped  into  the  interior.  The  Landdrost  at 
once  informed  of  this  in  order  to  enable  him  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  follow  up  these  fugitives. 

Lovely  weather  the  whole  day.  A moderate  south-east  breeze 
blowing.  The  hookers  “ Snuffelaar  ” and  “ Zeepost  ” departed 
this  morning.  (See  September  5th.) 

The  Court  of  Justice  met  this  morning  at  nine  o’clock  in  special 
session,  in  order  to  pronounce  sentence  on  three  soldiers  convicted 
of  causing  disturbance  in  the  streets.  They  were  accordingly 
ordered  to  run  the  gantlet  twice,  and  after  that  to  be  sent  on  board 
as  sailors. 

September  15.— -North-west  wind  increasing  in  violence.  No 
boat  able  to  withstand  the  sea.  Heavy  rains  in  the  afternoon  and 
evening.  The  water  also  was  unusually  high  this  day,  as  the  sea 
struck  against  the  backs  of  the  houses  standing  on  the  beach. 

September  17. — News  brought  that  four  of  the  escaped  convicts 
had  been  captured  (see  September  9th)  by  the  commando  sent  out 
to  search  for  them.  They  stated  that  the  three  others  had  been 
drowned  when  by  accident  their  little  boat,  when  within  a musket 
shot  from  the  shore,  in  the  direction  of  the  Groenekloof,  was 
turned  over  by  the  heavy  seas.  They,  however,  had  saved  their 
lives  by  swimming 

September  27. — Fine,  warm  weather.  The  harbour  master 
(J.  Holler)  proceeds  to  Robben  Island  this  morning  in  order  to 
inspect  the  anchor  grounds  there,  as  ordered  by  the  Masters,  and 
also  to  sound  those  to  the  west  of  the  Lion  Mountain,  in  order  to 
make  a proper  chart  of  the  whole. 

September  30.— Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company 
dux-iug  the  year  : — Raayappe,  a convict ; Woliangi  alias  Behaugy, 
of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  female  slave  ; Jamboely  alias  Domboely,  of  Rio 
de  la  Goa,  female  slave;  Praya  Nonga,  convict;  Matsombaly, 
from  Rio  de  la  Goa,  female  slave;  Catharina  alias  Sangeryani, 
from  Rio  de  la  Goa,  female  slave  child ; Arent  alias  Aron  of 
Madagascar,  male  slave,  and  Sinatie,  daughter  of  Sisa  of 
Madagascar,  female  slave. 

October  5. — Friday.  Preparation  service  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
F.  le  Sueur.  Holy  Sacrament  to  be  administered  next  Sunday. 

October  7. — Sunday.  Holy  Communion  administered  by.  Rev. 
F.  le  Sueur,  who  also  conducts  the  thanksgiving  service  in  the 

afternoon. 
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October  20. — The  Cape  burghers  appear  under  arms  according 
to  the  annual  custom.  After  the  parade  was  ended,  their  officers 
and  the  Company’s  servants  of  rank  were  hospitably  entertained 
at  dinner  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  by  the  Governor. 

October  31. — Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company: — - 
Tansoanko,  Chinese  convict ; Carje,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult 
female,  and  Gose  alias  Claas,  adult  male. 

November  5. — Adjutant  Rudolph  Jurgen  Abel  proceeded 
inland  with  some  men  to  barter  some  goats  from  the  neighbouring 
Hottentots. 

November  14. — Arrival  of  “ Het  Wapen  van  Hoorn  ” and 
“ Stadwyk  ” ; the  first  mentioned  in  a very  bad  condition  as 
regards  her  crew  ; hence  the  Governor  sent  twenty  sailors  to  her 
from  shore  for  her  assistance. 

November  15. — Some  more  boats  sent  by  the  Governor  to  the 
vessels  in  the  outer  roadstead,  which  enabled  them,  as  it  was 
very  calm,  to  reach  the  proper  anchorage  by  being  towed  in. 
“ Het  Wapen  van  Hoorn  ” had  89  dead  and  93  sick  out  of  a crew 
of  237  men.  The  “ Stadwyk  ” had  25  dead  (including  her 
skipper,  Isaac  Rombouts)  and  99  sick  out  of  her  complement  of 
318.  The  “ Stadwyk  ” had  left  the  Fatherland  on  the  18th  July 
last. 

November  20. — Cloudy  weather,  with  a fine  rain  now  and  then 
from  the  north-west,  the  wind  veering  to  Avar  ds  the  south-west  in 
the  afternoon.  Arrival  of  “ Het  IJuys  te  Marquette,”  which, 
before  anchoring,  fired  a gun  and  hoisted  the  signal  of  distress, 
thus  showing  that  she  required  assistance.  The  Governor  at  once 
sent  her  some  sailors,  and  was  later  on  informed  that  the  vessel 
was  in  a most  deplorable  condition,  having  136  sick  on  board, 
besides  46  dead  (among  whom  was  the  skipper,  Gelyn  de  Haas). 
The  rest  of  the  crew  were  in  a very  weak  state.  She  had  left  the 
Texel  on  the  24th  June  last,  and  been  anchored  since  the  14th 
instant  off  Dassen  Island. 

November  30. — Death  of  the  Company’s  male  slave,  Addy  of 
Malabar. 

December  7. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Cadogan,”  Captain 
James  Sanders,  from  Madras  on  the  28th  August,  with  90  men 
and  30  guns.  Destined  to  England.  Salute  and  contra  salute. 

December  12. — A regular  south-east  storm.  The  harbour- 
master Moller,  however,  proceeds  to  Hout  Bay  o\rerland,  in  order 
to  inspect  it  and  make  a new  chart  of  it,  just  like  those  of  Robben 
and  Dassen  Islands. 

December  25. — Christmas  Day.  Services  in  commemoration 
of  the  birth  of  Christ.  Holy  Sacrament  administered.  Revs.  Le 
Sueur  and  Bek  officiate. 

December  26. — Rev.  F.  le  Sueur  preaches  on  the  Incarnation 
of  the  Saviour. 

December  30. — The  burgher  Jan  Ditlof,  resident  at  the 
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Biquetbergen,  ou  the  farm  of  the  burgher  Jan  Mayboom,  reported 
to  the  Governor  late  last  night  that  lie  had  been  told  by  a Hot- 
tentot and  a boy  of  the  Drakenstein  Heemraad,  Andries  Grove, 
that  there  was  a vessel  in  St.  Helena  Bay.  Having,  as  ho 
believed,  heard  some  guns  fired,  he  inspanned  his  wagon  in  order 
at  once  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the  Governor.  At  seven 
o’clock  this  morning,  therefore,  the  Governor  convened  a Council 
meeting  to  consider  what  could  be  done  for  the  assistance  of  the 
vessel ; so  that,  if  the  news  be  true  and  she  be  a Company’s  ship, 
it  is  pretty  certain  that  she  is  in  distress,  considering  the  long 
voyages  wliich  the  Easter  ships,  supposed  to  have  fallen  into  the 
Gulf  of  Guinea,  have  made  since  their  departure  from  the  Father- 
land.  It  was  decided  at  once  to  prepare  the  brigantine  “ Fye- 
noord,”  in  order  to  despatch  her  to  St.  Helena  Bay  with  fresh 
water,  peas,  beans,  bread  and  vegetables ; and  in  addition  to  her 
crew  of  20  men,  to  put  on  board  SO  others,  both  sailors  aud 
soldiers,  taken  from  the  wharf,  the  hospital  and  garrison,  in  order, 
if  necessary,  to  help  the  vessel  and  bring  her  to  Table  Bay, 
Saldanha  Bay  or  Dassen  Island.  The  Governor  also  at  once 
despatched  Ditlof  to  the  country  with  orders  to  take  with  him  on 
the  way  back  the  sergeant  at  the  Groenekloof,  and  with  him  pro- 
ceed to  St.  Helena  Bay  to  find  out  the  real  facts,  and  bring  back 
news  at  once ; and  should  there  really  be  a vessel  there,  to  cheer 
those  on  board  with  the  information  that  one  of  our  vessels  was  on 
the  way  with  assistance.  And  in  order  to  enable  them  to  travel  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  Ditlof  and  the  sergeant  were  authorised  to 
press  horses  from  the  residents  along  the  way,  whilst  those 
stationed  at  the  post  of  the  ex-burgher  councillor  Job.  Cruy  wagon, 
which  is  nearest  to  the  spot,  were  to  render  the  vessel  every  assis- 
tance, but  only  in  case  she  was  a Company’s  ship. 

December  31. — Clear,  calm,  and  very  warm  day.  Towards 
evening  the  south-east  wind  commenced  to  blow  strongly. 

Death  during  the  month  of  the  female  slave  llenemalon  of 
Madagascar.  With  this  the  year  came  to  an  end,  not  without 
having  incited  us  to  gratitude  to  God  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
the  favours  granted  us  by  Him  during  the  same.  His  Holy  Name 
be  further  asked  to  remain  with  us  with  His  Spirit  and  mercy 
unto  eternity.  Amen. 

1732. 

January  1.— New  Year’s  Day.  Cloudy  iu  the  morning,  but 
fine  later  on.  Governor  receives  this  morning  with  the  servant 
of  the  ex-burgher  councillor  Joh.  Cruywagen,  stationed  at  the 
latter’s  post  near  St.  Helena  Bay,  a note  addressed  to  the 
Governor,  and  found  there  in  an  empty  hut  on  the  beach, 
addressed  to  the  first  person  who  might  find  it.  It  was  written  by 
the  provisional  junior  mate,  third  officer  and  boatswain  of  the  ship 
£1 ' tl  i j s te  Vlotter,”  and  mentioned  that  the  vessel  was  in  a most 


deplorable  condition,  for,  as  most  of  her  crew  were  dead,  they  had 
been  obliged  to  anchor.  Governor  and  Council  accordingly 
decide  to  increase  the  80  men  to  100,  of  which  mention  lias  been 
made  yesterday,  and  also  place  on  board  the  “ Fyenoord  ” the  first 
and  second  mates  of  the  provision  ship  “ Hofvliet  ” together  with 
two  surgeons  provided  with  the  necessary  medicines,  as  well  as  a 
carpenter.  The  first  mentioned,  named  Willem  de  Wys,  an 
experienced  seaman,  was  ordered  in  writing  at  once  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  vessel  after  arrival,  and  to  take  charge  of  the 
survivors,  and  by  means  of  the  refreshments  and  medicines 
endeavour  to  restore  them  to  health.  The  ship  was  to  be  deodo- 
rized completely,  and  he  had,  moreover,  to  keep  his  eye  on  the 
specie,  &c.,  on  board,  so  that  the  effects  of  the  dead  might  be 
properly  sealed  and  not  be  exposed  to  thievish  hands.  Having 
done  all  this,  he  shall  do  his  best  to  bring  the  ship  into  a safe 
harbour,  for  which  purpose  he  also  takes  with  him  a heavy  anchor 
to  be  used  if  necessary ; and  may  also  use  the  men  of  the 
“ Fyenoord  ” for  his  purposes,  if  required. 

January  2. — Another  letter  received  from  the  provisional  mate 
of  the  “ Huys  te  Vlotter,”  Booij  Smit,  stating  that  the  vessel  had 
for  a long  time  had  hard  si  lift  along  the  coast ; that  the  skipper, 
bookkeeper,  chief  mate,  and  commander  of  the  soldiers,  besides 
125  of  the  crew,  had  died,  and  that,  the  rest  being  unfit  for  work 
or  otherwise  sick,  they  had  been  obliged  to  make  for  the  nearest 
haven,  and,  missing  Saldanha  Bay,  they  had  on  the  12th  December 
reached  the  St.  Martinus  Bay,  in  32°  49 ' south  latitude,  anchoring 
iu  seven  fathoms  water,  but  found  no  people  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Being  ignorant  of  the  way,  the  survivors  were  unable  to  make  for 
Saldanha  Bay  overland  or  by  sea,  in  order  to  inform  us  of  their 
miserable  condition.  When  this  letter  was  sent  away  already  152 
had  died.  . . . 

January  3. — The  “Fyenoord  ” leaves  for  St.  Helena  Bay  with 
refreshments. 

January  6. — Suuday.  A third  letter  received  from  the  same 
writer  (see  above)  slating  that  he  had  already  received  some  sheep 
and  other  refreshments.  That  since  his  last  letter  four  more  had 
died,  and  that  the  hull  of  the  vessel  was  sound  below.  The  post- 
holder  at  the  Groenekloof , who  brought  the  letter,  added  verbally  that 
the  “ Huys  te  Vlotter  ” had  for  more  than  a month  been  in  company 
off  the  coast  of  the  ship  “ Ryxdorf,”  which  at  the  time  had  80  dead, 
and  afterwards  was  lost  sight  of  by  the  “ Huys  te  Vlotter.”  The 
former  vessel,  however,  haYing  not  yet  made  her  appearance  here, 
and  no  tidings  having  been  obtained  of  her,  the  Governor,  feariug- 
that  some  accident  had  befallen  her,  and  that  she  might  be  somewhere 
lying  off  the  coast,  unable  to  move  on  account  of  the  death  of  her 
crew,  at  once  ordered  the  Landdrost  to  send  out  some  horsemen  to 
search  the  coast,  from  St.  Helena  Bay  as  far  as  the  Oliphant’s 
River,  or  as  far  beyond  as  they  can  go  in  that  arid  region  without 
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being  prevented  by  want  of  water  or  provisions,  to  find  out 
whether  a ship  is  anchored  anywhere,  or  which,  God  forbid ! has  been 
cast  on  shore.  The  result  of  their  search  they  were  at  once  to  notify 
to  the  Governor  to  enable  him  to  take  measures  for  saving  the 
cargo  and  the  ship.  'I  he  expedition  was  also  to  notify  to  all  the 
neighbouring  residents  to  render  all  possible  assistance  to  the 
vessel  in  the  shape  of  refreshments,  &c.,  and,  in  ease  the  vessel  has 
been  wrecked,  to  beware  of  touching  any  of  the  washed  up  cargo 
or  specie,  as  offenders  would,  according  to  the  placcaaten,  be 
punished  with  the  halter  or  other  severe  corporal  punishment.  On 
the  contrary,  they  were  to  do  their  best  to  save  the  goods  and 
specie,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Company.  We  hope,  however, 
the  Almighty  has  saved  the  “ Ryxdorf  ” from  such  heavy  calamity, 
and  that,  if  not  found  on  the  coast,  she  may  have  found  relief  at 
St.  Helena  or  elsewhere,  and  that  she  will  still  arrive  here  in 
safety. 

January  8. — Arrival  of  the  French  ship  “ Lasirenne,”  Captain 
le  Chevalier  du  Sault,  carrying  26  guns  and  164  men.  Had  left 
Port  Louis  on  the  2nd  March  last  year.  From  the  28th  March 
to  the  5th  April  she  had  lain  at  Goret,  and  from  the  5th  July  to 
the  30th  October  at  Rio  Genaire.  She  is  destined  to  Pondicherry, 
and  on  arrival  here  properly  saluted,  which  was  as  properly 
returned 

Governor  receives  another  letter  from  Willem  de  Wys,  mate  on 
the  “ Huys  te  Ylotter,”  stating  that  when  the  “ Fyenoord  ” 
arrived  on  the  4th  instant  he  had  no  more  than  33  of  the  crew 
alive,  sick  and  healthy.  That  though  there  was  an  unbearable 
gtench  on  board,  as  well  as  filth,  the  cargo  was  in  good  condition. 
He  further  notified  that  he  required  carpenters  in  order  to  repair 
the  upper  seams  of  the  vessel.  The  Governor  at  once  sent  two 
carpenters  overland,  and  ordered  the  mate  to  lose  no  time  in 
bringing  his  vessel  to  Table  Bay. 

January  12. — The  long-boat  “ Fortuyn  ” was  sent  with  some 
sheep,  bread  and  vegetables,  to  vessels  under  the  land,  and  unable 
to  reach  the  anchorage  in  consequence  of  the  south-east  wind. 
News  received  that  the  “ Huys  te  Vlotter  ” had  left  St.  Helena 
Bayr  on  the  10th. 

According  to  the  sentences  of  the  Court  of  Justice,  the  following 
slaves  were  punished  for  desertion,  cattle  theft,  attacks  on  farms, 
and  killing  of  a person  sent  out  with  the  commando  for  their 
capture  : — -Moses  of  Angola,  slave  of  J an  Andreas  Dissel ; J urie 
of  Tranquebar  and  Jan  Claasz  of  the  Cape,  slaves  of  Jan  Botma, 
all  to  be  broken  on  the  wheel  without  the  mercy  stroke,  and  to 
remain  on  the  wheel  until  they  are  dead ; April  of  Macassar, 
slave  of  the  said  Botma,  to  be  hanged;  Joseph  of  Bengal,  slave  of 
Jan  Botma,  ; April  of  Bengal,  slave  of  J.  A.  Dissel  ; Cupido  of 
Bengal,  slave  of  Louis  Faurie  ; and  Cupido  of  Malabar,  slave  of 
L.  Faurie,  to  stand  under  the  gallows  with  the  halter  round  their 
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necks  and  scourged  and  branded.  The  two  first  named,  moreover, 
to  bo  chained  for  ten  and  the  two  last  for  six  years,  and  so  sent 
home. 

January  13. — Sunday.  The  services  conducted  by  the  Revs. 
Franciscus  Labuq  and  Franciscus  le  Sueur. 

January  14. — Return  of  Adjutant  Rudolf  Abel  from  his  expe- 
dition inland  with  122  he  and  she  goats  and  90  cattle  bartered  for 
tlie  Company  from  the  Hottentots. 

January  15. — Arrival  of  the  Danish  vessel  “ Graaf  Laurwig,” 
Captain  Claas  Monkeberg.  Had  left  Tranquebar  on  the  20th 
October  last  with  14  guns  and  50  men,  and  is  destined  to  Copen- 
hagen. Salute  and  counter  salute. 

January  16. — South-east  wind.  The  English  ship  “ Cadogan  ” 
leaves.  Salute  and  counter  salute.  Received  two  letters  from 
Saldanha  Bay;  one  from  the  officers  of  the  ship  “ Ryxdorf,”  aud 
the  other  from  the  postholder  there,  Corporal  Pieter  Stemmets, 
both  informing  the  Governor  that  that  vessel  had  arrived  there  on 
the  13th  in  a miserable  condition,  having  already  204  dead  and 
still  30  sick  down.  On  the  9th  she  had  spoken  the  “ Pallas,” 
which  was  still  in  good  condition,  her  170  men  being  all  well. 
The  next  day,  however,  she  was  lost  sight  of.  She  was  met  in 
34°  6 S.  latitude,  near  the  land,  and  a junior  mate,  a boatswain’s 
mate  and  15  sailors  were  obtained  from  her,  so  that  altogether 
they  mustered  a crew  of  36  men,  not  all  of  them  healthy.  The 
Governor  at  once  ordered  the  brigantine  “Victoria”  to  be  pre- 
pared, placing  on  board  of  her  100  men  collected  from  the  vessels 
in  the  bay,  besides  fresh  water,  bread,  pulse  and  vegetables.  The 
officers  of  the  distressed  vessel  were  instructed  to  bring  her  to 
Table  Bay  if  psssible,  and  the  postholder  ordered  to  provide  the 
men  with  the  cabbages  and  vegetables  growing  at  Saldanha  Bay, 
as  well  as  with  niue  or  ten  sheep  weekly. 

January  28. — Farewell  dinner  given  by  the  Governor  to  the 
return  fleet  this  evening. 

January  31. — Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company 
during  the  month  : — 

Van  Goma  of  Madagascar,  and  Andirna  Heere,  both  male  adults. 

February  1. — The  meat  contract  offered  to  public  competition, 
and  undertaken  by  the  undermentioned  four  persons,  each  taking 
one  fourth,  viz : — The  borgher6  Hendrik  Oostwald  Eksteen, 
Joh.  Cruywagen,  Pieter  Jurgen  van  der  Heyden,  and  Jacob  van 
Bochem,  at  11  heavy  doits  per  lb.,  and  14  skillings  per  living 
sheep.  The  contract  to  last  five  years. 

February  2. — Departure  of  the  return  fleet,  ten  in  number. 
News  brought  that  the  “ Huys  te  Vlotter  ” and  “ Fyenoord  ” had 
been  obliged  to  enter  Saldanha  Bay  on  the  29th,  in  consequence 
of  adverse  winds  and  currents.  This  was  verbally  communicated 
to  the  return  fleet, which  was  already  weighing  anchor. 
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February  8. — Great  heat  suffered  this  day  in  consequence  of  the 
clear  sky  and  continuous  calm. 

February  15. — Arrival  of  “ Het  Huys  te  Vlotter  ” and  “ Ryx- 
dorf  ” from  Saldanha  Bay  (see  above).  Out  of  their  crews  of  439 
men  they  had  lost  37 0,  and  brought  with  them  17  sick.  The  officers 
reported  that  shortly  before  leaving  Saldanha  Bay  they  had  been 
told  by  a slave  of  the  farmer  J oh.  Moller,  that  he  had  seen  a 
vessel  casting  her  anchor  in  St.  Helena  Bay.  As  this  might  be  the 
“ Pallas  ” which  had  been  drifting  along  the  coast,  the  Governor 
at  once  dispatched  a letter  to  the  corporal  of  the  Groenekloof  with 
orders  at  once  to  proceed  to  St.  Helena  Bay  to  find  out  the  truth, 
and  should  it  be  the  “ Pallas  ” or  another  Company’s  ship,  to 
arrange  that  the  necessary  refreshments  be  supplied  to  the  vessel 
by  the  neighbouring  residents,  and  further  to  inform  the  officers 
that  they  were  soon  to  expect  a vessel  from  the  Cape  with  more 
refreshments  and  water  for  their  comfort.  For  this  purpose  the 
“ Fyenoord  ” is  to  be  made  ready  at  once,  but  as  it  is  not  quite 
certain  whether  the  ship  is  in  St  Helena  Bay  or  in  Martinus  Bay 
which  is  nearer  to  Saldanha  Bay,  and  that  it  may  he  presumed 
that  after  lying  there  one  night,  she  had  again  left,  the  corporal 
was  also  ordered  to  keep  his  eye  on  the  coast  from  Saldanha  Bay 
northwards,  in  order  to  discover  the  spot  on  which  the  vessel  may 
be  anchored,  and  to  send  the  information  as  soon  as  possible  to 
the  Governor. 

February  16. — Wind  and  weather  cool  and  breezy.  Return 
hither  towards  evening,  of  the  hooker  “ De  Snuffelaar  ” with  five 
dead  and  fourteen  sick.  She  and  her  consort  “ De  Zeepost,' 
which  is  also  near  here  under  the  land,  have  been  prevented  in 
gaining  the  object  of  their  voyage,  for  shortly  after  their  departure 
from  this  roadstead,  on  the  14th  December  last,  that  is  on  the  20th 
of  the  same  month  a leakage  occurred  in  the  “ Zeepost  ’ which 
was  consequently  obliged  to  make  for  Rio  de  la  Goa,  the  vessels 
thus  parting  company.  After  that  the  “ Snuffelaar  ” continued  the 
voyage  alone  to  Rio  de  St.  Jao  Vazor  Mambam,  where  she  arrived 
on  the  11th  October,  and  found  besides  a Portuguese  garrison  also 
a small  vessel  of  that  nation  coming  from  Hosambique.  These 
Portuguese  permitted  them  to  obtain  water,  fuel,  and  refresh- 
ments, but  would  not  allow  them  in  any  way  to  trade  with  the 
natives.  They  accordingly  returned  to  Rio  de  la  Goa  where  they 
found  their  consort  the  “Zeepost  ” on  their  arrival  on  the  31st 
October  last.  They  had  obtained  there  no  more  than  1,760  lbs  of 
ivory,  22  slaves,  and  213  lbs  of  tin,  and  left  on  the  30th  January 
this  year  m order  to  continue  the  exploration  of  the  Afiican  East 
Coast  together,  in  accordance  with  their  instructions,  but  ha's  iug 
been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  sickness  among  the  survivors  of 
the  crews  and  mates,  especially  of  the  “Snuffelaar,.  they  weie 
compelled  to  return  without  having  accomplished  their-  object,,  as 
wiil  be  6een  more  circumstantially  from  the  journal  kept  during 
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the  voyage  by  the  late  Commander  of  Rio  de  la  Goa  and  Junior 
Merchant  Jan  van  de  Capelle. 

February  17  — Heavy  rains,  with  a strong  breeze  from  the  sea. 
The  hooker  “ Zeepost  ” anchors  with  five  dead  and  six  sick.  . . . 

February  18. — Arrival  of  the  French  ship  “ Le  Philabert,” 
Captain  de  la  Salles.  Left  Port  Louis  on  the  20th  October  with 
26  guns  and  130  men,  and  is  destined  to  Pondicherry  via  Mauri- 
tius. Salute  and  counter  salute. 

February  19. — Departure  to  Copenhagen  of  the  Danish  ship 
“ Graaf  Laurwig.”  Salute  and  contra  salute. 

February  20.— The  “ Pallas  ” safely  anchored  under  Robben 
Island.  All  well,  only  water  scarce.  The  “ Fyenoord  ” to  convey 
a quantity  to  her. 

February  25. — Arrival  on  the  roadstead  of  the  “ Pallas.”  Had 
left  the  Texel  on  the  18th  July  last,  and  stayed  at  St.  Jago  from 
the  11  oh  to  the  25th  September.  Was  in  good  condition,  and 
had  lost  only  11  men  by  death.  Brought  11  sick. 

February  26. — Departure  of  the  French  ship  “La  Sirenne  ” 
to  Pondicherry.  Salutes  the  Castle  and  is  thanked. 

February  29. — Death  during  the  month  of  the  following  Com- 
pany’s slaves : — Sara  Masser  of  Madagascar,  adult  female ; 
Fortany  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female  ; and  Talhendie  of  Rio  de 
la  Goa,  female  infant. 

March  2. — Departure  of  the  French  ship  “ Le  Philebert.” 
Salutes  the  Castle  and  is  thanked. 

March  7. — Departure  of  the  “ Ryxdorf.”  Arrival  of  the 
Danish  ship  “ De  Kroonprins  Christiaan,”  Captain  Michiel  Tonder. 
Carries  24  guns  and  90  men.  Left  Canton  in  China  on  the  15th 
December  last,  and  is  destined  to  Copenhagen.  Salute  and 
contra  salute. 

March  12. — Arrival  of  the  “ Nieuwvliet  ” with  8 dead,  but  no 
sick.  Also  of  the  French  ship  “Le  Dauphin.”  The  first  men- 
tioned had  left  Canton  in  China  on  the  13th  December,  and  the 
last  had  on  the  20th  October  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lo 
Chevalier  de  Ruay  with  22  guns  and  124  men  left  Port  Louis,  and 
was  destined  to  Pondicherry.  Saluted  the  Castle  and  was  thanked. 

March  15. — Departure  of  “ Het  Huis  te  Vlotter,”  and  the 
Danish  vessel  “ De  Kroonprins  Christiaan,”  which  latter  properly 
saluted  the  Castle  and  was  thanked  for  it. 

March  19. — Arrival  of  the  English  ships  “ Monmouth”  and 
“ Houghton,”  commanded  by  Captains  James  Mongomery  and 
Philip  Worth.  Had  left  the  Downs  on  the  11th  December  (N.S.) 
and  were  destined  to  Mocha.  The  first  named  carried  32  guns 
and  96  men,  and  the  second  30  guns  and  94  men.  During  the 
afternoon  also  arrived  the  French  ship  “ Le  Duo  de  Chartres,” 
Captain  de  Labeslierre  Grave,  with  28  guns  and  185  men.  Had 
left  Port  Louis  on  the  27th  November  last,  and  was  destined  to 
Pondicherry. 
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March  23. — Sunday.  Services  conducted  by  the  Revs.  Wil- 
helm Hertzogenrath  and  Franciseus  Le  Sueur. 

March  24th. — A man  arrives  from  Saldanha  Bay,  to  inquire 
whether  the  two  soldiers  who  fifteen  days  before  liis  departure 
thence  had  been  sent  hither  from  Saldanha  Bay  in  charge  of  four 
fugitive  slaves,  had  arrived  here  or  not.  As  they  have  not  yet 
reported  themselves  it  is  feared  that  they  have  been  murdered  by 
the  prisoners  or  others.  Time  will  tell. 

March  26. — Departure  of  the  French  ship  “ Le  Dauphin  ” to 
Pondicherry. 

March  29. — Departure  to  Mocha  of  the  English  ships  “ Mon- 
mouth ” and  “ Houghton.” 

March  31. — Death  of  the  following  Company’s  slaves  during 
the  month  : — Talip  of  J ava,  exiled  slave ; and  Zatan  de  Groot  of 
Malabar,  adult  male. 

April  2. — Departure  of  the  “ Pallas  ” and  seven  return  ships  of 
the  second  squadron,  carrying  a cargo  valued  at  f 1,022, 089  3 8. 

April  3. — Departure  of  the  French  ship  “ Le  Due  de  Chartres  ” 
to  Pondicherry. 

April  4. — Letter  received  from  the  corporal  at  Saldanha  Bay, 
that  the  two  missing  soldiers,  mentioned  on  the  24th  March,  had 
been  murdered  in  a dreadful  manner  by  the  four  Ivio  de  la  Goa 
slaves  whom  they  were  in  charge  of.  One  of  the  murderers  had 
been  captured,  but  the  other  three  and  those  with  them  were  still 
at  large.  Having  been  pursued  by  two  Europeans  they  had 
jumped  into  the  Bei'g  River,  swum  across  and  fled  further  inland. 

April  11. — Arrival  of  the  two  Chinese  return  ships  “ Leyduyn  ” 
and  “ Coxhorn.”  Left  Canton  the  26th  December,  Maccouw  the 
6th  January,  and  the  Princess  Island  on  the  9th  ditto. 

As  Easter  day  will  be  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  the  Holy 
Communion  will  he  administered,  the  Rev.  Henricus  Kock,  who 
lately  arrived  as  minister  for  this  place,  in  the  “ Herstelling,” 
preached  a stately  preparation  sermon. 

April  12. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Lyn,”  Captain  Eduard 
Ellyton,  from  the  Downs  on  the  20th  December  (O.S.),  with  30 
guns  and  100  men,  and  destined  to  China.  Also  of  the  Dutch 
ship  “ Groenswaard  ” with  three  dead  and  four  sick.  Had  left 
Batavia  on  the  1st  January  in  company  of  the  “ Midloo  ’’  and 
two  other  vessels. 

April  13. — Easter  day.  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur  preaches  and  ad- 
ministers the  Holy  Sacrament  in  the  morning,  and  the  Rev. 
H.  Dreyer  conducts  the  thanksgiving  service  in  the  afternoon. 

April  20. — Sunday.  Services  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Henricus 
Cok  and  Henricus  Dreyer. 

April  22. — Departure  of  the  English  ship  “Lyn.’ 

April  24. — Heavy  rains  from  the  N.W.  Arrival  of  the  “ Loos- 
drecht,”  “ Beekvliet,”  “ Adrichem,”  and  “ West  Capelle,”  with  74 
dead  and  62  sick,  also  of  the  English  ship  “ Grantham,’  Captain 
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Field,  from  the  Downs  on  the  1 1th  January  (N.S.),  with  32  guns 
and  90  men,  and  destined  to  Madras  and  Bengal. 

April  26. — Arrival  of  the  “ Steenhoven  ” with  20  dead  and  32 
sick.  Also  of  the  English  vessel  “ Eyles,”  Captain  Balph  Jan 
Winter,  from  the  Downs  on  the  20th  December,  with  36  guns  and 
110  men,  destined  to  Fort  St.  George. 

This  being  the  Governor’s  birthday,  the  flag  was  seen  this 
morning  early  flying  from  the  Castle,  whilst  all  the  vessels  in  the 
roadstead  displayed  their  bunting,  and  fired  salutes. 

April  30.- — Deaths  of  the  following  Company’s  slaves  during 
the  month  :■ — Cleophas,  son  of  Mattiamhaly  of  Bio  de  la  Goa, 
male  infant ; Hussana  of  Bio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female ; Tonde  of 
Bio  de  la  Goa,  female  infant ; Makke,  old  and  worn  out  slave  of 
Bio  de  la  Goa ; Koetene  of  Bio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female  ; and 
Mokwane  of  Bio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female. 

May  8. — The  English  ships  “ Grantham  ” and  “ Eyles  ” leave. 
The  first  mentioned  without  saluting  the  Castle. 

May  11. — Arrival  of  the  Danish  ship  “ De  Koningiu  Anna 
Sophia,”  Captain  Eggert  Lourensz  Holm,  from  Copenhagen  on 
the  12tli  November,  with  26  guns  and  84  men,  destined  to 
Tranquehar. 

May  13. — Arrival  of  the  Danish  ship  “ Frederieus  Guartus,” 
Captain  Class  Thaa,  from  Tranquabar  on  the  6th  February,  with 
30  guns  and  72  men. 

May  22. — Ascension  day.  The  Bev.  F.  le  Sueur  conducts 
the  service. 

May  28. — A certain  Hottentot  named  “ Kluijtje,”  having  com- 
mitted the  abominable  crime  of  sodomy,  was  sentenced  by  the 
Court  of  Justice  to  he  conveyed  on  board  one  of  the  vessels  in  the 
hay,  and  there  delivered  to  the  executioner,  in  order  to  be  cast  into 
the  sea,  with  sufficient  weights  attached  to  him,  and  drowned. 

May  31. — -Death  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company  during 
the  month  : — Abdul  of  Batavia,  a convict ; and  Pallaty  of  Bio  de 
la  Goa,  male  adult. 

This  evening  the  sentence  on  “Kluitje”  was  properly  carried 
out. 

June  1. — Departure  of  the  ship  “ De  Herstelling  ” to  Mada- 
gascar, in  order  to  obtain  a large  number  of  slaves  on  that  Island 
for  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra,  as  ordered  by  the  Directors,  and  to 
convey  them  to  Padang  or  Batavia.  It  being  the  Feast  of 
Pentecost,  the  Bevs.  Hendricus  Cock  and  Franciscus  Le  Sueur 
preached  on  the  gracious  pouring  forth  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on 
that  day. 

June  3. — The  two  Danish  ships  leave.  The  Brigantine 
“ Victoria  ” takes  some  mechanics  to  Dassen  Island,  as  well  as 
material  for  building  a new  house  there  for  the  oil  burners. 

June  14. — Bad  weather.  Heavy  rains  and  a stiff  north-west 
storm,  causing  grave  anxiety  for  the  vessels  ip  the  bay,  which 
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was  intensified  during  the  afternoon,  when  the  return  ship 
“ Crooswyk  ” signalled  that  she  had  lost  two  anchors  and  cables. 
Although  it  could  he  seen  from  the  shore  that  she  was  still  riding- 
on  two  anchors,  the  Governor  ordered  anchors  and  cables  to  be 
immediately  brought  on  the  jetty,  in  order  ’to  send  them  on  board 
that  vessel  as  soon  as  the  weather  permitted.  There  was,  however, 
no  chance  of  doing  this  to-day,  as  no  boat  could  possibly  live  in 
the  tumultuous  water.  Four  boats  were  also  thrown  on  shore, 
having  been  moored  to  the  jetty.  Two  were  completely  smashed. 

June  15. — The  weather  having  somewhat  moderated  during  the 
night,  the  Governor  was  on  the  jetty  early  in  the  morning  to 
despatch  the  necessary  anchors  and  cables  to  the  “ Crooswyk.” 
Two  were  successfully  sent  during  the  morning,  and  a third  one 
in  the  afternoon,  the  weather  having  by  that  time  calmed  down 
considerably. 

June  17. — Heavy  storm  from  the  north-west  until  noon,  when 
the  wind  veered  to  the  south-west,  accompanied  with  heavy  rains. 
This  calmed  the  sea,  and  removed  the  extreme  danger  in  which 
the  ships  were.  Boats,  however,  could  not  live  in  the  angry  sea 
the  whole  day. 

June  19. — The  sailor,  Rynier  Rykers  of  Amsterdam,  for  having 
murdered  the  free  black  woman,  Leonora  van  Roodensteyn,  and 
wounded  the  Company’s  slave,  Pieter  Godfried  van  Roodensteyn, 
sentenced  by  the  Court  of  Justice  to  be  hanged,  with  the  knife 
with  which  he  committed  the  crime  above  his  head.  Afterwards 
his  dead  body  was  to  be  taken  to  the  outside  place  of  execution  and 
re-hanged,  and  left  exposed  there  until  destroyed  by  the  air  and 
the  birds  of  heaven.  (This  sentence  was  carried  out  on  the  21st.) 

J une  30. — The  returns  taken  this  day  show  that  the  Company’s 
servants  under  this  Government  consist  of  1,016  heads,  viz. : — 


The  Garrison  . . . . . . . . 673  men. 


99 

Groenekloof 

5 

99 

99 

Land  van  Wavereu  . . 

. . • • 

9 

99 

99 

Vissershok 

• • • • 

2 

99 

99 

Clapmuts 

. • . . 

5 

99 

59 

Vishoek 

• • . . 

5 

99 

5? 

Rivier  Zonder  End  . . 

12 

99 

99 

Saldanlia  Bay 

9 

99 

99 

The  Boats  (2) 

35 

99 

59 

Unemployed 

1 

99 

99 

Wage  Earners 

, , . . 

2 

99 

99 

“ Gecommandeerdens  ” 

on  Robben  Island 

17 

9 ) 

99 

Convicts 

• • • • 

50 

99 

99 

Sick  in  Hospital 

. . 

191 

99 

Total 


1,016  heads. 
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Deaths  of  the  following  slaves  of  the  Company  during  the  past 
month : — Roselyn,  daughter  of  Coetelany,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa, 
infant  girl,  and  Mamakonsje,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult  female. 

July  4. — Rev.  Henrikus  Kok  conducts  the  preparation  service 
this  afternoon.  Holy  Communion  to  be  celebrated  the  day  after 
to-morrow. 

July  6. — Holy  Communion  celebrated.  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur 
officiates  in  the  morning  and  Rev.  H.  Kok  in  the  afternoon. 

July  12. — The  following  sentences  passed  by  the  Court  of 
Justice  on  four  housebreakers: — The  Chinaman  Tantanko  and  the 
slave  of  skipper  De  Ruyter,  named  Kiefoe  of  Bouton,  to  be 
hanged.  The  Company’s  slaves  Oemar  of  Batavia  and  Jan  Aly 
of  Macassar  to  stand  exposed  under  the  gallows  with  the  halter 
round  their  necks,  be  scourged,  branded,  and  rivetted  together  in 
chains,  in  which  to  work  for  fifteen  years  wherever  the  Governor 
may  be  pleased  to  decide. 

July  31. — Deaths  of  Company’s  slaves  during  the  month  : — 
Tantanko,  a Chinaman,  hanged;  Mamathabbe,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa, 
deceased,  female  slave ; Christoffel,  son  of  Massianus,  male  infant ; 
Franciua  alias  Moreana,  aged  female. 

August  30. — With  bell  and  cry  the  messenger  notifies  that  the 
annual  lease  of  the  Revenue  will  be  offered  to  public  competition. 
The  conditions  having  been  read,  the  parts  were  bought  as 
follows  : — 


Malt  Beer — G-odlieb  Christiaan  Opperman 
Brandy,  &c, — 1st  part,  J.  v.  d.  Swyn 
,,  2nd  part,  Abr.  Lever 

,,  3rd  part,  M.  v.  d.  Spicy  . . 

,,  4th  part,  J.  v.  d.  Swyn 


f,  1600 
f , 1 7 0 0 
f 1,750 
f 1,950 


European  Beer  and  Wine — 

1st  part,  J.  v.  d.  Swyn 
2nd  part,  Abr.  Lever 
3rd  part,  M.  v.  d.  Spuy 
4th  part,  J.  v.  d.  Swyn 


f5,700 

f5,6f!0 

f5,300 

f5,100 


Cape  Wine  at  Rondebosch,  J.  v.  Helsdingen 
,,  and  Brandy,  &c.,  at  Stellenbosch 
and  Drakenstein,  H.  J. 
Conterman 


f 1,300 
f7,000 

f21,760 

f520 

f680 


Total  . . f36,660 


August  31. — Deaths  of  Company’s  slaves  during  the  month  : — 
Lodewyk,  son  of  Sophia,  daughter  of  Nahouwa,  male  infant  ; 
Holle  Mandayn,  adult  male ; Congiany,  of  Rio  de  la  Goa,  adult 
female. 
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September  17. — South-east  wind  blowing  anl  increasing  in 
violence.  Very  strong  towards  evening.  The  boat  of  the  “ Hof- 
weegen  ” endeavoured  to  reach  the  shore  but  was  overturned,  and 
the  third  officer,  .Pieter  Jonkheer,  and  the  boatswain,  quarter- 
master and  two  sailors  were  drowned.  The  boat’s  grapnel 
fortunately  caught  the  bottom  and  prevented  her  from  drifting 
away.  About  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  when  the  wind  had  gone 
down  a little,  the  “ Hofweegen  ” was  informed  of  the  disaster  by 
the  firing  of  some  guns  ; and  the  shore-boat  putting  off  succeeded 
in  rescuing  two  of  the  men  who  had  saved  themselves  on  the  boat's 
keel.  The  boat  was  also  recovered  and  restored  to  the  ship. 

The  hooker  “ Zeepost  ” and  brigantine  “Fyenoord”  musteied 
to-day.  They  are  leaving  with  the  first  favourable  wind,  in  order 
once  more  to  undertake  the  exploration  of  the  African  East  Coast 
and  Terra  di  Natal,  in  which  they  had  failed  last  year. 

September  20. — South-east  breeze.  The  “ Zeepost  ” and  “ Fje- 
noord  ” leave. 

October  1. — Arrival  of  the  English  ship  “ Mary,”  Captain 
Ebenezer  Thomson,  from  the  Downs  on  the  17th  June  (0  S. ) , with 
34  guns  and  222  men,  destined  to  Bombay.  Salute  and  counter 
salute. 

October  2. — Two  slaves  condemned  to  death  by  the  Court  of 
J ustice. 

October  3 — Preparation  service  in  the  afternoon,  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur. 

October  4. — In  accordance  with  their  sentence  two  slaves,  of  the 
agriculturists  Andries  (drove  and  Andries  du  Toit,  named  Hendrik 
of  Nias  and  Pagalet  of  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  were  broken  on 
the  wheel  without  the  mercy  stroke,  and  thus  left  until  sunset 
alive  on  the  cross.  After  that  they  were  strangled,  and  the 
corpses  taken  to  the  outside  place  of  execution  and  left  there 
exposed  on  gratings  until  destroyed  by  the  air  and  the  birds  of 
heaven.  The  one  had  violated  a young  girl,  and  the  other  com- 
mitted burglary  and  murder. 

October  5. — Sunday.  Holy  Communion.  Rev.  H.  Kok 
officiates  in  the  morning  and  the  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur  in  the  afternoon. 

October  20. — The  English  ship  “Mary”  leaves,  after  having 
properly  saluted  the  Castle.  The  burgher  parade  having,  as 
usual,  taken  place  this  day,  the  officers  of  the  burghers  and  the 
Company’s  servants  of  rank  were  kindly  entertained  at  dinner  and 
supper  by  the  Governor. 

October  31. — Deaths  of  Company’s  slaves  duriug  the  month:— 
Regina,  daughter  of  Maria,  daughter  of  Semeela,  school-girl; 
Jacob,  son  of  Constantie,  male  slave,  and  Jamboery,  of  Rio  de  la 
Goa,  adult  female. 

November  7. — North-west  breeze.  Arrival  at  sunset  of  the 
“ Barbestyn  ” with  38  dead  and  39  sick.  Had  left  Rammekens 
on  the  15th  May  in  company  of  “ Het  Slot  ter  Hooge  ” and 
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“ l)e  Jonge  Wilhelm.”  Stayed  at  St.  dago  from  the  I9th  to  the- 
26th  June,  and  brought  the  unpleasaut  news  that  “ Het  Slot  ter 
Hooge  ” had  been  wrecked  on  the  Island  Mayo,  and  that  her 
officers  had  chartered  an  English  vessel  there  and  returned  home, 
but  that  the  crew  and  the  money  chests  had  been  distributed 
among  the  “ Barbestyn,”  “ Jon ge  Wilhelm”  and  “ Rygershoek.”' 
This  fatality  is  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

November  8. — Fine  rains,  rejoicing  the  hearts  of  the  agricul- 
turists, as  they  will  do  much  good  to  the  crops. 

November  13. — Arrival  from  Texel  of  the  “Susanna”  with 
eight  dead  and  eighteen  sick.  Had  left  Texel  on  the  4th  July 
last.  Brought  the  news  that  the  return  ships  of  the  first  squadron 
of  this  year  had  all  arrived  home  safely,  so  that  we  have  reason  to 
be  grateful  to  God,  and  to  pray  that  the  return  ships  which  have 
since  left  us,  especially  the  “ Delfland,”  which  has  not  yet  made 
her  appearance  here,  will  also  in  proper  time  reach  their  destination 
safely. 

November  18. — The  Court  of  Justice  sat  this  morning  to  review 
the  confession  of  the  slave  of  the  burgher  Jan  Jurgen  Fox,  made 
under  torture.  He  had  committed  murder. 

November  21. — News  brought  overland  from  Saldanha  Bay 
that  the  ship  “ Loenderveen  ” had  arrived  there  on  the  18th  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  Besides  having  50  dead  and  60  sick,  the 
rest  of  the  crew  were  in  a miserable  state,  whilst  their  drink- 
water  was  running  low.  The  hooker  “ Snuffelaar  ” was  at  once 
got  ready,  and  provided  with  44  men,  150  loaves,  four  muids  of 
peas,  four  ditto  beaus,  18  leaguers  of  drink-water,  and  a large 
quantity  of  vegetables.  Moreover  the  postholder  there  was 
ordered  to  supply  the  vessel  with  nine  or  ten  sheep  weekly,  as 
may  be  required  in  reason,  and  for  the  rest  render  her  every 
assistance.  The  officers  are  advised  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing 
their  vessel  to  Table  Bay. 

November  24. — The  hooker  “Snuffelaar”  leaves  with  a stiff 
south-easter  for  Saldanha  Bay. 

November  30. — Sunday.  Strong  south-east  wiud.  The  con- 
gregation, however,  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  Bev.  Salomon 
van  Echten,  lately  arrived  in  the  “ Carssenhof  ” for  this  place,  and 
the  Bev.  Franciscus  le  Sueur. 

Death  during  the  month  of  the  Chinaman  Chiationko,  a convict. 

December  2. — Council  decides,  as  news  had  been  received 
yesterday  that  the  “ Snuffelaar  ” had  not  yet  reached  Saldanha 
Bay,  and  that  it  is  to  be  feared  she  may  have  missed  or  passed  it, 
or,  which  God  forbid  ! some  accident  has  befallen  her,  to  despatch 
the  “ brigantine  “ Victoria  ” with  water  and  refreshments  to  the 
“ Loenderveen,”  as  well  as  24  soldiers,  under  the  command  of 
their  corporal,  as  there  were  no  more  sailors  at  hand. 

Two  guns  fired  from  the  Lion’s  Head.  During  the  afternoon 
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two  English  ships  anchor  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  bay.  The 
south-east  wind,  however,  prevents  all  communication. 

December  5. — A fine  sea  breeze,  which  enabled  the  two  English 
vessels  to  reach  the  anchorage.  They  were  named  the  “ Ducq  do 
Cumberland  ” and  “ Darby,”  and  had  left  Madras  on  the  31st 
August  last  (O.S.)  under  their  captains,  Benjamin  Bround  and 
Abraham  Enseline.  They  are  destined  to  London.  The  first 
mentioned  carried  32  guns  and  96  men,  and  the  second  32  guns 
and  90  men.  They  properly  saluted  the  Castle,  and  were  properly 
thanked. 

The  south-east  wind  commencing  to  blow,  the  “ Victoria  ” leaves 
for  Saldanha  Bay  with  the  men  and  refreshments  for  the  ship 
“ Loenderveen.” 

December  11. — The  Court  of  Justice  sentences  two  slaves  of  the 
burghers  Jan  Jurgen  Fox  and  Jan  Meyndertsz.  Cruywagen, 
named  Woery  or  Foery,  and  Damon  or  David,  of  ltio  de  la  Goa, 
who  had  murdered  two  soldiers.  (See  under  14th  April  last.) 
They  were  to  be  broken  from  below  upwards,  without  the  mercy 
stroke.  Afterwards  their  corpses  were  to  be  dragged  to  the  out- 
side place  of  execution,  and  placed  there  on  gratings,  and  left  until 
destroyed  by  the  air  and  the  birds  of  heaven. 

December  13. — The  above  sentences  carried  out  properly. 

December  14. — Arrival  of  the  provision  ship  “ Langenroode  ” 
from  Batavia  on  the  5th  October  last.  Had  only  one  death 
on  the  voyage  and  brought  no  sick. 

News  brought  overland  that  the  hooker  “ De  Snuffelaar  ” and 
the  brigantine  “ Victoria”  had  arrived  in  Saldanha  Bay. 

December  15. — The  Council  met  to  read  the  despatches  from 
the  India  Government,  received  with  the  “ Langenroode  ” yester- 
day. They  mention  that  His  Honour  Governor-General  Magister 
Dirk  van  Cloon  had  on  the  24th  June  last,  according  to  Besolution 
of  the  Council  of  India  of  the  20th  June  previously,  been  publicly 
installed  in  his  high  office  and  sworn  in,  according  to  the  Formula 
of  the  Oath  and  the  thereunto  annexed  deed  of  authorisation  sent 
hither  by  their  Honours,  with  orders  that  both  documents  shall  be 
first  read  and  sworn  to  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  afterwards 
communicated  to  all  subjects  of  the  Company,  who  shall  likewise 
confirm  the  same  by  oath,  observing  exactly  in  every  detail  the 
ceremonial  which  was  customary  here  in  former  years.  The 
Governor  accordingly  read  aloud  both  documents  word  for  word, 
and  the  Council  unanimously  decided,  that  in  order  to  carry  out 
their  Honours’  most  respected  instructions,  immediately  to  notify 
through  the  messenger  of  justice  all  military  and  burgher  officers, 
and  those  who  have  any  other  authority  or  administration,  to 
appear  before  the  Caatle  on  Monday,  the  22nd  proximo,  at  nine 
o’clock  iu  the  morning,  in  order  to  render  the  oath  of  fidelity  and 
submission  to  His  Honour  Governor-General,  Magister  Dirk  van 
Cloon.  For  the  same  purpose  the  Ministers,  Landdrost,  the 
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Board  of  Heemraden,  their  secretary,  and  the  turgher  officers  of 
Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  will  be  ordered  by  letter  to  be  here 
about  the  same  time  for  the  same  purpose.  And  that  every  one 
may  know  whom  be  is  henceforth  to  acknowledge,  respect  and 
obey  as  his  Governor-General,  the  deed  of  authorisation  and  the 
required  oath  shall  be  publicly  read  to  the  rest  of  the  Company’s 
servants  and  burghers,  that  also  they  may  take  the  said  oath. 

December  22. — Very  warm  during  the  forenoon,  and  dead  calm. 
During  the  afternoon  the  S.E.  began  to  blow,  and  continued 
through  the  night. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  15th  instant,  Governor 
Jan  de  la  Fontaine  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  Gover- 
nor-General Magister  Dirk  van  Cloon,  in  presence  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  of  Polioy,  in  accordance  with  the  forms  prescribed 
by  the  Council  of  India,  and  sent  hither.  Afterwards  the  members 
of  the  Council  of  Policy,  those  of  the  Court  of  Justice,  the 
ministers,  the  military  and  burgher  officers,  including  those  of 
Stellenbosch  and  Drakenstein,  as  well  as  the  officials  of  rank 
individually  did  the  same  before  the  Governor.  This  having  been 
done,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  balcony  of  the  Fort,  where  the 
burghers  had  collected  and  the  military  were  drawn  up  under  their 
two  standards.  The  bell  was  then  rung,  and  the  deed  of  appoint- 
ment of  the  Hon.  D.  van  Cloon  as  Governor-General,  dated  the 
24th  June  last,  with  the  oath  attached,  was  publicly  read;  and 
the  new  Governor-General  thus  introduced  to  all  the  people,  with 
the  order  and  recommendation  to  everyone  to  do  his  duty  faithfully 
towards  the  new  Governor-General,  and  to  acknowledge,  respect, 
and  obey  him  as  such.  All  readily  replied  and  swore  that  they 
would.  Three  salvos  were  thereupon  fired  from  the  muskets,  with 
a caunon  shot  between,  whilst  also  all  the  guns  on  the  ramparts, 
and  those  of  the  provision  ship  “ Langenrocde  ” were  discharged  ; 
the  English  ships  in  the  bay  also  fired  a few  shots  in  courtesy. 
After  that  the  military  were  dismissed,  and  the  Governor  attended 
by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  other  officials  returned  home, 
where  he  kindly  entertained  them  all  at  dinner,  with  the  hearty 
and  respectful  wish  that  His  Honor,  the  Governor-General, 
Magister  Dirk  van  Cloon  may  be  maintained  in  his  high  and  very 
weighty  office,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  and  that  he 
may  fill  it  many  years  with  perfect  health,  and  finally,  that  every 
project  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company,  and  the  welfare  of  our 
beloved  Fatherland  may  be  prosperously  carried  out,  and  brought 
to  a satisfactory  conclusion  during  His  Honor’s  administration. 
Thus  ended  these  solemnities. 

December  23  and  24. — Excessively  warm  weather  with  a dead 
calm. 

December  25. — The  same  hot  weather.  It  being  Christmas 
day  the  usual  services  were  conducted  by  the  Revs.  F.  le  Sueur 
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and  H.  Kok.  The  Holy  Sacrament  was  administered  by  the 
Rev.  F.  le  Sueur. 

December  26. — The  same  oppressive  heat.  Service  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  F.  le  Sueur. 

December  27. — Fine  sea  breeze  which  enabled  the  ‘ Loender- 
veen,”  “ Snuff elaar,”  and  “Victoria”  to  reach  the  anchorage. 
Since  her  departure  from  the  Texel  on  the  15th  May  last,  the 
“ Loenderveen  ” had  lost  59  men,  including  the  skipper  Pieter 
Goedhard.  She  brought  18  sick. 

December  21. — Dark,  cloudy  weather  with  S.W.  breeze.  The 
usual  Sunday  services  conducted  by  the  Revs.  Le  Sueur  and  Kok. 

December  29. — N.W.  wind.  A fine  rain  during  the  afternoon. 

December  31. — Warm,  calm  weather.  Nothing  of  importance 
occurred.  One  slave  named  Manna  Claasje  died  during  the 
month. 

And  as  this  year  has  also  come  to  an  end,  we  feel  ourselves  bound 
to  thank  God  the  Lord  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  for  all  His 
Fatherly  Grace  and  favours  received  during  the  past,  with  the 
prayer  that  the  Giver  of  all  good  may  in  future  preserve  us  from 
all  harm,  and  grant  us  what  we  may  require  for  our  temporal 
prosperity,  but  above  all,  for  our  eternal  happiness.  Amen. 

(Signed;  Ns.  Ley, 

First  sworn  clerk. 
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